
Page 10 Thursday, April 18, 2019 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES                        A Watchung Communications, Inc. Publication

Westfield Leader only

LEADER IN DUBLIN...The Chancel Choir from the First Congregational Church
of Westfield recently traveled to Dublin, Ireland, to sing Handel’s Messiah at St.
Patrick’s Cathedral for the Dublin International Choral Festival. The Westfield
Leader came along as well. Heidi Hylan-Motyczka, right, and Mary Beth Donoghue
are pictured with the Leader during a visit to Trinity College in Dublin, home to
The Book of Kells, a 1,300-year-old illuminated manuscript of the four Gospels.
They are shown in the Long Room of the Library at the college.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
A PRINCIPAL WELL LOVED...Members of the Westfield High School Student
Governenment Organization speak at last Wednesday’s vigil for Westfield High
School Principal Derrick Nelson who died April 7th following complications from
a bone marrow procedure in February.

Paul Lachenauer for The  Westfield  Leader
A FISHING WE WILL GO...Members of the Newark Bait and Fly Casting Club
stock Echo Lake with trout from the Musky Trout Hatchery for Saturday’s Kid's
Trout Derby.
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County Freeholders

BOE Statement on
Renaming WHS

Editor’s Note: In response to an
online petition to rename Westfield
High School after Westfield High
School principal, Dr. Derrick Nelson,
following his death last week, the
board of education released the fol-
lowing statement from Board Presi-
dent Peggy Oster.

“The Westfield Public Schools
community is deeply touched by the
outpouring of condolences, remem-
brances, and support for Westfield
High School principal Dr. Derrick
Nelson and his family, following his
death on April 7. It is not surprising
that Dr. Nelson’s death has evoked
this level of heartfelt response. He
was a committed educator whose life
was a testament to service.

“The change.org petition suggest-
ing that Westfield High School be
renamed to Derrick Nelson High
School further illustrates the enor-
mous respect the community holds
for Dr. Nelson.

The Westfield Board of Education
and school administration look for-
ward to discussing the petition at a
later date. For the immediate future,
our focus remains on making sure
that we support our students and staff
as we all cope with the loss of Dr.
Nelson.”

Correction
In last week’s front-page story on

coverage of the Westfield Town Coun-
cil meeting, David Krieger was in-
correctly quoted as saying storm out-
ages are due to downed transmission
lines. The article should have reported
that storm outages are due to downed
distribution lines.

a full discussion by the council on
where the town proceeds needs to
occur. She said this includes the pos-
sibility of litigation if Westfield de-
termines it is not satisfied with
PSE&G’s response.

“I hope it doesn’t come to that,”
Mayor Brindle said.

First Ward Councilwoman Linda
Habgood called the workshop ses-
sion “disappointing.”

“Clear answers to very key issues
have not yet been provided and in
many ways the responses we heard
on Wednesday night resulted in more
questions,” she said. “It was also
clear how important it is to stay con-
nected and unified as a community
in order to get satisfactory results.”

Councilman Mark LoGrippo also
responded. “I still would like PSE&G
to hold an open public meeting to
address questions from residents and
business owners regarding the need
and overall scope of the project.”

Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (R-
21st, Westfield) said his involve-
ment began when Westfield residents
reached out to him saying PSE&G
had initiated work on the project
prior to any public hearings taking
place.

“This is not political,” Assembly-
man Bramnick said. “I said, ‘this
(work on the project) must stop’”
until hearings are held.

“Now is the time for public hear-
ings,” Assemblyman Bramnick said.

When asked if PSE&G should ap-
pear before the Westfield Town
Council in public session he re-
sponded, “They should,” adding that
the utility needs “to get the full input
from the citizens.”

on the chemical. “When wood has
been treated correctly, exposure (and
therefore risk) to individuals living
near PCP-treated utility poles is ex-
pected to be minimal,” states the EPA
on their website, however their
website also says PCP is being re-
valuated.

A Westfield Group against the ini-
tiative by PSE&G has formed and is
calling themselves No Monster Power
Lines, nomonsterpowerlines.org. The
group has concerns that high-voltage
transmission lines and the Penta in
the poles are linked to potential in-
creased cancer risk, require removal
of large number of trees, will be an
eyesore throughout town, and will
drive down property values.

The Westfield Leader reached out
to elected officials for their thoughts
on how the PSE&G workshop was
received by them and town residents.

Mayor Shelley Brindle said while
she was happy that PSE&G held the
workshop for residents to ask ques-
tions, her impressions were that the
different entities at PSE&G don’t
communicate well with each other.

She said it was as though “the left
hand doesn’t know what the right
hand is doing.”

“I don’t think they (PSE&G) are
intentionally trying to be bad actors,”
she said. “It’s something they really
never had to do.”

“It’s almost as though they lost
control of their narrative,” Mayor
Brindle added. She said PSE&G has
assured Westfield they will not con-
tinue with the project until the town
gets answers to its questions.

Among her remaining questions are
the “remaining uncertainty about the
project’s necessity and scope of its
actual mandate, including whether it
is considered baseline or supplemen-
tal, concerns about the vegetation
management and the necessity of re-
moving the number of trees along the
South Avenue route, and the absence
of any information detailing the cost
and feasibility of moving the lines
underground.”

She said the utility has agreed to
return to Westfield for another public
session, although what format that
would be has yet to be decided. In the
meantime, she has appointed the Town
Council Public Works Committee
Chair and Vice Chair, David Contract
and Doug Stokes, to serve as the
liaisons between residents and
PSE&G.

Mayor Brindle said once PSE&G
has concluded its public discussion,

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader
KICKING OFF CAMPAIGN...State Senator Tom Kean, Jr. (R-21st, Westfield)
kicks off his campaign for Congress in New Jersey’s 7th Congressional District
Tuesday night at the American Legion Hall in Clark as his father, former
Governor Thomas H. Kean, Sr.,  and his daughters and wife, Rhonda, look on. Also
pictured is Assemblywoman Nancy Munoz (R-21st, Summit).

Kean Launches Campaign
For Congress in 7th Dist.

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CLARK – State Senate Republi-
can Minority Leader Tom Kean, Jr.
(R-21st, Westfield) officially an-
nounced his candidacy for Congress
in New Jersey’s 7th Congressional
District at a campaign rally Tues-
day night in Clark.

Sen. Kean said he is “concerned
about the direction of this Congress
and what it means for our nation
and for our state.”

“For the first time in a long time
we face a moment where influential
politicians in Washington want to
put us on a path that could up end
much of what we know and what we
cherish, including remaking the
greatest economy that the world has
ever known,” Sen. Kean said.

He said “inequality must be ad-
dressed” by requiring new laws and
“not the abandonment of the Ameri-
can principles that we value.”

“We must take action to steer this
country in a better direction; today’s
leaders need to protect tomorrow’s
opportunities,” he said.

Sen. Kean described himself as a
“Tom Kean Republican” who “puts
people before politics, serving with
honesty and integrity.” On the is-
sues, he said he supports lower taxes,
higher wages, private-sector growth
and economic freedom.

“And that means having pride in
our home state and in our country,”
Sen. Kean said.

He called “alarming” news head-
lines on “pushing our country in a
direction that’s been discredited
around the world.” Among the pro-
posals of the Democratic House Ma-
jority, he said, are the Green New
Deal, socialized health care, free
college, “and a slew of new tax
increases that should make all of us
nervous about the direction of this
new Congress.”

“This Congress is broken. In the
past 100 days, the radical
progressives have had an excessive
impact on the new House of Repre-
sentatives. This will hurt the
economy in ways that will harm the
people of the 7th Congressional
District. Their influence needs to
be curbed,” Sen. Kean said.

Mr. Kean said Congress needs to
invest in strong borders, clean en-
ergy, reserving open space, infra-
structure such as the Gateway Tun-
nel and restoring the SALT (State
And Local Tax) deduction for New
Jersey, all while “reducing the
nation’s debt.”

Mr. Kean, who has served in the
state Legislature for 18 years, was a

candidate in the 7th District in 2000,
when he came in second to conser-
vative Mike Ferguson in a four-
candidate field. Mr. Ferguson went
on to serve four terms in the House
before deciding not to run for a fifth
term in 2008. He was replaced by
Leonard Lance, who served five
terms before being defeated last
November by Democrat Tom
Malinowski, the first Democrat to
represent the 7th District since the
early 1980s.

Mr. Kean served in the state As-
sembly from the spring of 2001 until
January 2003, when he was named
to fill a vacancy in the state Senate
due to the resignation of Rich Bag-
ger of Westfield.

Mr. Kean lost to Democratic Con-
gressman Robert Menendez in the
2006 New Jersey United States Sen-
ate race.

“Tom will be a tremendous asset
in Congress for the residents of the
Seventh District,” said Assembly
Minority Leader Jon Bramnick. “He
is a smart policymaker who always
fights for his constituents. I support
Tom Kean 100 percent.”

The Democratic Congressional
Campaign Committee (DCCC) took
its first shot at the Republican candi-
date, calling him “a Trenton insider.”

“The last thing New Jersey fami-
lies need is a Chris Christie loyalist
and apologist like Tom Kean, Jr.
representing them in the United
States Congress,” said DCCC
spokesperson Christine Bennett in
a statement. “Just as he’s been a
loyal vote for the failed Christie
agenda, Kean will be a reliable rub-
ber stamp for the same reckless
Washington Republican agenda
that’s responsible for raising the
cost of health care and tax rates of
hardworking New Jersey families.”

“The career campaigner will stop
at nothing to gain higher office,”
according to the DCCC release.
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Garwood

Garwood will have on Cranford, spe-
cifically in the Orchard Street brook
area, “which would be the recipient
from the water” generated from the
new housing. She asked if the engi-
neers from Cranford and Garwood
could work together so as Cranford
“would not be impacted in a massive
way.”

“We have, in fact, been communi-
cating with Garwood,” Deputy Mayor
Dooley said. However, she told Mrs.
Krause that Cranford “cannot regu-
late another town’s development pro-
cess” but that Garwood officials “are
very understanding of what our situ-
ation is.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Cranford

Department of Public Works, he said.
Those parking without permits will
be issued summonses starting on the
weekend of May 4.

The shoulders on Center Street, the
intersection of Spruce Avenue and
West Street, and the 500 block of East
Street will be striped, Councilman
Ince said. Some streets will receive
rumble strips to alert drivers, while
other streets will receive speed cau-
tion markings.

ment of the Rochelle Park law firm
of Florio, Perrucci, Steinhardt and
Cappelli to serve as special counsel
in litigation brought by Lisa Bonanno
against the county. The resolution
approved by the board is for $20,000
to defend the county against the law-
suit.

Ms. Bonanno’s LinkedIn account
lists her as an employment specialist
for the county. County Counsel Rob-
ert Barry said the suit was “a person-
nel matter relative to a civil service
title and to PERS (Public Employ-
ees Retirement System) entitlement.”

The board went into executive ses-
sion Thursday to consider a settle-
ment in a lawsuit brought by former
Union County Police Officer Stephen
Repella in 2016 alleging that the
county discriminated against him af-
ter he was reportedly diagnosed with
a blood clot and placed on unpaid
leave. The county’s cost to defend
the lawsuit has hit upwards of
$135,000 for two outside law firms,
according to past freeholder ap-
proved resolutions.

During freeholder comments,
Freeholder Chair Bette Jane
Kowalski, a Cranford resident, said
she was concerned that Cranford resi-
dents feel they have no voice on the
130-foot cell tower proposed for the
Cranford campus Union County
College on the township.

“Residents of the area around the
college were not included in the de-
cision to allow a 130-foot cell tower.

They tell me that they have had no
voice in the process,” she said.
“Equally disturbing is the fact that
the Township of Cranford has not
been offered the opportunity to re-
view the planned construction.
Verizon has not come before
Cranford’s Planning Board or Zon-
ing Board of Adjustment to allow the
township to weigh the pros and cons
of putting such a large cell tower in
our town.

“This is not the first time that the
phone companies have explored
building a cell tower in this vicinity.
They put up proposals some years
ago to build near Lenape Park, at
first on the Westfield side, and later,
on Cranford Swim Club property.
Both times, with my support, resi-
dents spoke out against the cell tower
and the plans were apparently with-
drawn. Now we have a site on the
Union County College campus which
is being cleared for construction.”

While saying cell coverage for
UCC “needs to be fixed, and the
safety of students and staff must be
protected,” she questioned if, “there
(is) a reliable way to improve com-
munications within the college with-
out this cell tower.”

She urged Verizon “and any other
companies involved with this cell
tower plan to open communications
with the public and hold a meeting
where residents can voice their con-
cerns and get answers.”

Fanwood Budget, Tax Levy
Down Slightly From 2018

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The he Westfield Leader

FANWOOD – The borough coun-
cil introduced a municipal budget of
$9,965,642 Monday that shows a
“slight decrease” per household,
stated Borough Chief Financial Of-
ficer Frederick Tomkins. The decrease
will amount to a “couple dollars per
household,” Mr. Tomkins said.

The budget is around $88,000 be-
low last year. The 2019 tax levy is
$6,132,341, a decrease of $7,254 from
2018. The library tax is $415,995, an
approximate $7,000 increase over last
year.

Around half of the budget reflects
salaries and wages — $3.4 million —
an increase of about $27,000 over
2018.

“I expect the overall taxes would
be pretty much flat,” said Mr.
Tomkins, referring to school, Union
County and Fanwood library taxes.

Mr. Tomkins said the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Board of Education budget
showed a “slight increase, but not as
much as the year prior.” However, the
county portion has not yet been sent
to the municipalities, stated Mr.
Tomkins.

Mayor Colleen Mahr said the
borough’s tax decrease was accom-
plished with no reductions in bor-
ough resources or services. A public
hearing and adoption vote is sched-
uled for Monday, May 20. A presen-
tation on the budget will be held that
night, stated Councilman Tom Kranz.

In other business, Mayor Mahr an-
nounced Dhammakaya International
Meditation Center as the April Volun-
teer of the Month. Mayor Mahr said
each month a volunteer or organiza-
tion is “recognized for going above
and beyond in their contribution to
Fanwood.”

Dhammakaya has operated in Fan-
wood since 2002, stated Mayor Mahr.
The meditation center is operated by
Tibetan monks. The facility’s gar-
dens are open to the public every day
until 5 p.m., the mayor noted.

Dhammakaya planted its roots in
Fanwood promoting “spirituality,
meditation and peace,” Mayor Mahr
said. Dhammakaya purchased prop-
erties surrounding its initial estab-
lishment, “opening the property’s
backyards,” which became the “medi-
tation garden,” she said.

Mayor Mahr said the gardens can
help residents tend to their mental
health, noting that residents have
somewhere where they can go “be at
peace.”

On a separate matter, American
Water Company representative
Michael Bange presented the bor-
ough council with a $945 check ear-
marked for Fanwood’s Volunteer
Rescue Squad.

Mr. Bange said the rescue squad
will apply the grant toward purchas-
ing new uniform vests.

Former Councilman Bob McCarthy
received a proclamation for his com-
mitment to protecting Fanwood’s en-
vironment. On Saturday, April 27,
Fanwood volunteers will mark the
30th anniversary of Clean Communi-
ties Day in the borough by collecting
trash and litter impacting the local
ecosystem, stated Mr. McCarthy.

He said the event has taken place
every year since 1989 as volunteers
have remained committed to keeping
Fanwood clean.

Mayor Mahr said volunteers such
as Mr. McCarthy keep residents and
Fanwood’s youth educated on envi-
ronmental protection.

Mr. McCarthy said Fanwood was
one of the “original” municipalities
in New Jersey to champion environ-
mental support efforts.

Fanwood Police Chief Richard
Trigo pledged support for
WatchGuard body surveillance equip-
ment upgrades. Watchguard equip-
ment enables body cameras worn by
police officers to be simultaneously
synchronized with car audio-video
cameras, stated Chief Trigo.

The audio-video cameras both on
the officer and within the car are
turned on when the police vehicle’s
lights are turned on, Chief Trigo said.
The dual camera angles allow for
“full audio detection,” with multiple
camera angles recording every inci-
dent.

A situation can never occur where
an officer forgets to turn on their body
camera during an incident, Chief Trigo
said.

The proposed software allows for
incident footage to be shared between
multiple sources, while reducing DVD
costs and at no additional cost, stated
Chief Trigo.

Councilman Anthony Carter said
the technology upgrades will provide
“transparency at a reduced cost” com-
pared to the existing video surveil-
lance system.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
RELAY FOR LIFE...Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School students hold a bake
sale Saturday, at Fanwood’s Easter Egg Hunt,  in support of  the upcoming Relay
for Life event benefiting the American Cancer Society. The event will be held
Friday, May 10, at the high school starting at 6 p.m.

KUDOS TO THE GREEN TEAM...Cranford Deputy Mayor Ann Dooley hon-
ored four Green Team members with an Earth Day proclamation at the April 9
township committee meeting.Green Team are co-chair Donna Bacich, member
Riona Wilson, alongside new members Rosario Fico and Mary Fernanda received
the proclamation.
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