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Westfield Native Danny Schwartz
Creates Idyllic Apple Fest Posters
By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — For the last decade, illustrator and Westfield native,
Danny Schwartz, has imagined an
idyllic setting in the art he creates for
the annual Apple Fest hosted by the
Westfield Historical Society (Society). Two children and their mom
boast lattice crust apple pies, and
their dad holds a bounty of bright red
apples in his first-ever Apple Fest
poster. The family, all smiles and apple
cheeks, stand on the manicured lawn
in front of a stately home.
At the time this image was created,
back in 2009, Mr. Schwartz was a
senior in college, and his mom, Nina
Ovryn, who is a volunteer at the Society, suggested he present an idea to
the members of the Society who were
looking for a retro-themed poster that
reflected on the history of the Reeve
House to illustrate the inaugural Apple
Fest. They were wowed. So was the
prestigious Society of Illustrators,

who selected the art to be considered
in their annual student scholarship
competition and Mr. Schwartz won a
top scholarship.
“I loved the idea…Westfield was
such a big part of my life from my
adolescence,” Mr. Schwartz said of
the idea to create an Apple Fest poster.
In every year since, Mr. Schwartz
has been the creator behind the yearly
art posters publicizing the Apple Fest
event. “Because my mother is the art
director, we can work together once
a year. It involves my hometown,
which is wonderful. It is something I
treasure doing,” Mr. Schwartz said.
The mixed-media original artwork
is a combination of graphite, acrylic
paint and water, creating a layered
effect, which he then turns into a
digital file to be printed into posters.
Imaging the scene and the characters is a departure from his day job
portraying actual people. “The joy of
these posters is that I get to embrace
my own characters,” Mr. Schwartz

said. His nine Apple Fest posters are
to be displayed outdoors at this
weekend’s Apple Fest celebrating 10
years of the event, and also the Golden
Anniversary of the Society.
Mr. Schwartz, who works out of his
home studio in New York City as a
freelance editorial illustrator, has created works for The New York Times,
The Wall Street Journal, The Washington Post, The L.A. Times, The Atlantic, D Magazine, Scientific American, Inside New Jersey, among others.
He has a Bachelor of Fine Arts from
Syracuse University and later taught
there before becoming an adjunct professor at Hartford Art School in Connecticut. It is a way for him to give
back to education, which he found was
the stepping stone to his art career.
Mr. Schwartz contributes his success in part to the groundwork laid by
his art teachers at Westfield High
School (WHS). A 2006 graduate of
WHS, Mr. Schwartz said of art
teacher, Annora Happe-Conway, “She
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is a force of nature. I learned more
from her about drawing and general
artistic approach and philosophy then
just about anyone. She was a very
important teacher for me.”
Another influence was his senior
year WHS art teacher Timothy
Stumbers. Mr. Schwartz recalled, “He
was a wonderful guy and taught me a
lot about art history.
“Not a lot of high schools have a
program in visual arts that are as robust
as that, especially for kids directed towards that, and its nice for them to have
an outlet,” said Mr. Schwartz.
For youth considering a future in art,
Mr. Schwartz advised, “Learning about
drawing, color theory, basic things about
media—they are the building blocks of
making art and technique. The earlier
you start with that, the better.” Mr.
Schwartz supplemented his art class at
WHS with classes at Parsons School of
Design, the Art Students League and
the Visual Arts Center.
“I was fortunate to have a lovely
education as a kid that put me on an
advanced footing by the time I started
day one at college…and that put me
ahead of a lot of my classmates,” Mr.
Schwartz said.
“That is part of the reason I’m so
happy to do Apple Fest every year. I
have this strong sense of gratitude
towards everything Westfield gave
me and I wouldn’t be half the artist I
am without Westfield. It’s nice to be
able to give back.”
To see more artwork by Mr. Schwartz,
go to www.dannyschwartz.com.

GET YOUR GOLDEN APPLE...The Apple Fest 50-year commemorative poster,
designed by Danny Schwartz, highlights the golden anniversary of the Westfield
Historical Society with a bounty of golden apples.

Westfield Historical Society’s
10th Annual Apple Fest is Sat.

JUST LIKE MOM’S...The first Apple Fest poster was created by Danny Schwartz
in 2009; the artwork went on to win a scholarship contest.

SWEET AS PIE...This 2016 Apple Fest poster created by Danny Schwartz depicts
a retro scene at a 1950s diner. It won a silver medal at a SILA competition.

WESTFIELD -- The Westfield Historical Society is celebrating the 10
year anniversary of Apple Fest on
Saturday, September 29, from noon
to 4 p.m. on the lawn of the Reeve
House, home of the Westfield Historical Society, located at 314 Mountain Avenue. All are welcome.
This is the year of anniversaries-50 years of the Westfield Historical
Society, 100 years of Mindowaskin
Park and 150 years of the Fairview
Cemetery. These anniversaries will
be honored with lightning talks, displays, trivia games, lots of old fashion children’s games, TV clips, impersonators, and a magician.

The event will offer tastings of the
competition winning apple pies, live
music from the band Save Mary, with
accomplished dancers from the
Westfield Ballroom, food from the
AppleCafe, and tours of the Reeve
House.
Since 1968, the 501(c)(3) nonprofit Westfield Historical Society
has worked to preserve, interpret and
encourage interest in history,
Westfield, and its residents through
educational efforts and community
outreach programs.
For further information, or to volunteer, call (908) 654-1794 or visit
www.westfieldhistoricalsociety.org.
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