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Important Changes Made
In Vote By Mail for 2018
FANWOOD — Democratic candidates for Fanwood Borough Council, Erin McElroy Barker and Trisha
Walsh, said this week that they want
to make sure residents know about an
important change in the Vote By Mail
rules for 2018. Voters may now choose
to opt out of automatically receiving
a Vote By Mail Ballot if they have
received one in the past.
Those who used a Vote By Mail
Ballot in 2016 have already received a
letter from County Clerk Joanne
Rajoppi telling them about the change
and allowing them to opt out of the
automatic mailing of a ballot. If a voter
signed the opt-out form and sent it
back, they may now return to in-person voting. There is also the option to
request a mail ballot for “this election
only.” Voters can do that at the
Westfield office of the Union County
Clerk on North Avenue.
For those who received the letter
and decided not to opt out, they should

receive a Vote By Mail ballot as they
have in the past by Friday, September
28. Those have not received the ballot by that date should call the county
clerk’s Office at (908) 527-4996 or
email lbobish@ucnj.org.
Those who continue to be enrolled
in the Vote By Mail program have a
number of options for voting:
1, Follow the instructions on the
ballot and mail it in. Ballots must be
post marked no later than November
6 and must arrive at the Board of
Elections no later than November 8.
2, Take the ballot to the County
Clerk’s Office in Westfield or to the
Board of Elections in Elizabeth, 271
Broad St., Elizabeth, on Election Day,
November 6, between 6 a.m. to 8 p.m.
3, Go to your polling place on November 6 and vote with a provisional
ballot. You will not be allowed to vote
using the machines.
More information can be found at
fanwooddems.com.

Cranford Implements
Tiered System for Schools
By ROBYN ORR-GIOFFRE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader and The Times

EXCITING THE CROWD...Senator Cory Booker (D-NJ), left, attended a campaign event for Democratic 7th Congressional District candidate Tom Malinowski,
right, on Saturday at the Cranford Community Center. Mr. Malinowski’s mother
is a pictured with her son as Sen. Booker looks on.

Mountainside BOE OKs
Administrator Pay Raise
By KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MEETING WITH VOTERS...Democratic candidates for Fanwood Borough Council,
Trisha Walsh and Erin McElroy Barker, meet their neighbors while campaigning.

Senior Services Staff
To Visit Area Libraries
COUNY — Union County residents
seeking information about services
available for senior adults age 60 and
above will have a choice of dates and
locations in October to speak with
staff from the county’s Department of
Human Services, Division on Aging.
Staff from the Division on Aging
and Disability Resource Connection/
ADRC have been traveling throughout Union County providing information about services such as home delivered meals, respite care, home care,
adult day care, and, support services
for caregivers through the Aging Ser-

vices Kiosk or ASK community outreach effort.Assistance with completing
applications and forms is also provided.
The October dates and locations are:
Monday, October 1, Westfield Library,
550 East Broad Street, Westfield, 10
a.m. to noon; Thursday, October 4,
Monday, October 15, Clark Library, 303
Westfield Avenue, Clark, 10 a.m. to
noon; Monday, October 29, and Summit
Library, 75 Maple Street, Summit, 10:30
a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
For further information, call the 1888-280-8226, or (908) 527- 4870 or
4858.

MOUNTAINSIDE — At its brief
public meeting on Tuesday, the
Mountainside Board of Education
approved a salary increase for Chief
School Administrator (CSA) Nancy
Lubarsky, Ed.D. According to the
terms of her three-year contract,
Ms. Lubarsky’s salary for the 20182019 school year has increased to
$153,764 from $147,794, because
she met or exceeded both the qualitative and quantitative goals that
the board set for the district. In the
event the merit goals are achieved,
again her salary will increase to
$156,840 for the 2019-2020 academic year.
During the public comment portion of the meeting, several parents
expressed concerns regarding the lack
of available parking at Beechwood
Elementary School. According to the
speakers, because of increased enrollment and the hiring of additional
staff to support the preschool program at Beechwood, there are lengthy
lines of cars each morning and afternoon during drop off and pickup of
students. The situation appears to be
exacerbated by parents who occupy
parking spots while they or their children socialize, which forces students
to be dropped offsite and to walk in
the streets or on neighboring lawns
due to lack of sidewalks in the area.
Board members agreed that the
parking lot was inadequate and that
they would ask the district’s architect
to investigate the feasibility of adding additional spots. In addition, the
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Bill Requires Tree
Trimming Around
Utility Power Lines
TRENTON – In light of severe
storms last March prompting power
outages and causing damage to utility
poles throughout the state, an Assembly panel has approved legislation to
develop a plan for tree trimming and
vegetation maintenance.
The bill, A-2558, authorizes an electric public utility to utilize all available methods, including clearing,
moving, cutting, or destroying vegetation to protect power lines.

Garwood Candidates
Forums Set
GARWOOD – Borough residents
will have a chance to hear the candidates for Borough Council during an
October appearance at the Pointe, the
condominium complex between
Maple and Chestnut Streets.
They will also have an opportunity
to propose questions to be asked of
the candidates during that session.
Questions may be sent to
PointeForum@gmail.com
The candidates – Stephanie Bianco
and Sal Piarulli, Republicans, and
Sean Benoit and Michael Ince, Democrats – will appear at a session beginning at 7:30 p.m. on Thursday, October 18. They are expected to discuss
such issues as taxes, redevelopment,
and shared services.
The mayoral candidates – Sara
Todisco, a Democrat, and Ileen
Cuccaro, a Republican – will participate in a similar discussion on Thursday, October 25.

Bramnick: Dems Want
To Raise Airport Taxes
TRENTON, N.J. – Assembly Minority Leader Jon Bramnick (R-21st,
Westfield) said he is opposed to
Democrats attempt to raise taxes at
Newark Liberty International Airport
making New Jersey less competitive.
“This is bad for Newark airport,”
said Asm. Bramnick. “This tax hike
will increase ticket costs for passengers flying out of Newark, which is
already the highest cost airport in the
country. We cannot afford to make
New Jersey less competitive at every
turn and not expect to keep losing
jobs to other states.”
According to a press release from
the Assembly Republicans, the bill
before the committee, S-2892, would
effectively raise taxes on United Airlines in order to help pay for an extension of the PATH train service to
Newark Liberty International Airport.
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board asked CSA Lubarsky to consider drafting a letter to parents reminding them of the need to keep
traffic in the parking lot moving.
The board approved fifth-grade
field trips to the historic Deacon Andrew Hetfield House and to Trailside
Nature and Science Center and also
approved a first reading of new policies on Student Suicide Prevention
and Student Smoking, as well as Procurement Procedures for School Nutrition. Additionally, the board appointed several staff members to teach
a Morning Math Club; appointed three
part-time lunch aides and approved
two staff members’ roles as mentors
for two new teachers.
CSA Lubarsky noted that the
Beechwood Back to School Night went
very well and that the Deerfield Back to
School Night will be held this evening,
Thursday, September 27. In addition,
she reminded parents that the district
would test the Honeywell Instant Alert
system on Wednesday, September 26.
The InstantAlert system provides voice
calls, texts and e-mails to parents and
staff about emergencies, school closings or delayed openings. Anyone who
does not receive a test notification
should contact the school.
The board’s next meeting will be
on Tuesday, October 23.

CRANFORD — The board of education gave a presentation about the
implementation of the New Jersey
Tiered System of Supports (NJTSS)
into the Cranford School District at
its regular monthly meeting Monday
night.
The NJTSS is a support system that
utilizes a three-tiered approach beyond the core curriculum that builds
on Intervention and Referral Services
(I&RS) and gives schools structure to
meet the academic, behavioral, health,
enrichment and social/emotional
needs of all students.
Teachers and administrators in the
district will work together to implement the NJTSS over the course of
several school years.
The tiered system involves the development of nine important components for successful implementation.
Effective district and school leadership; family and community engagement; positive school culture and
climate; high-quality learning environments, curricula, and instructional
practices; universal screening; databased decision making; collaborative
problem-solving teams; progress
monitoring and staff professional development are all components necessary for proper implementation of the
support system in the district.
Tier one provides high-quality
learning environments, evidencebased curricula and instructional practices, and planning for learner variability and differentiation. Multiple
means of engagement, representation
and action\expression are provided
to all students.
Heather Austin, Ed.D., supervisor of
special education, told board members
about 80 percent of the student population is helped at tier one, and “once they
get the right support, again that is datadriven and monitored, they’re going to
do well and they are going to be able to
get the support that they need.”
Tier two provides supplemental
supports and interventions in Language Arts, Mathematics and behavior that might be delivered in smallgroup instruction.
Interventions on this tier include
evidence-based instructional practices
and interventions that increase in intensity, frequency and duration based
on progress monitoring and can take
place outside of the classroom with an
Achieve or Special Certified Teacher.
About 15 percent of the student
population gets help on tier two, and
at that point, “we recognize that we
have to be more intensive and you
apply different types of methods,”
according to Ms. Austin.
Tier three offers much of what tier
two offers, but with more intensive
and frequent support than tier two.
Interventions may be offered individually and provided in or out of the
classroom. There may be adaptations
of supports and interventions based on
student performance and progress

monitoring.
Ms. Austin told the board that about
5 percent of the student population
gets help at tier three.
She described the tier systems as
“flexible,” and further commented
that, “we’d like to see over time that
[students] sort of descend through the
tiers, coming back to tier one.”
The district team will be made up of
approximately five members: an administrator, a school counselor, a CST
member, a special-education teacher
and a district interventionist. Other
members can be added as needed.
In other board news, Superintendent of Schools Scott Rubin, Ed.D.,
told board members that Cranford High
School has improved its biennial New
Jersey Monthly magazine ranking from
54th in 2016 to 31st in 2018.
The next board meeting is scheduled for Monday, October 8.
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