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Hughes said, “is an essential part
to screen the appearance of the
taller buildings on the site.”

Mayor Thomas H. Hannen, Jr.
said, “It almost begs to point out
you are trying to hide some-
thing.” He suggested “lowering
the overall height of the build-
ings in order to screen that area
from the Sunny Acres commu-
nity or neighborhood.” This
neighborhood is located across
the street from Walnut Avenue.

“There is no substantial visual
impact,” Mr. Hughes said.

Mr. Hughes also asserted that
part of the township’s master
plan’s goals and objectives would
be met should the property be
zoned as residential by providing
a wide range of housing for resi-
dents in diverse income groups,
being consistent with the sur-
rounding neighborhood and envi-
ronment, increasing property
value and employment growth,
and improving the underutilized
property (a portion of the com-
mercial space is currently vacant).

With respect to the compatibil-
ity with the surrounding environ-
ment, Mr. Hughes said, “This
density of development...can be
accommodated on the site in a
manner that is compatible with
the overall area because of the
buffering, setbacks and sur-
rounding land uses.”

“In phase one, the retention of
existing industrial and commer-
cial users to the rear of the prop-
erty, maintaining that non-resi-
dential for a period of time, but
when fully built out, that goal
would no longer be advanced in
my opinion,” Mr. Hughes said.

“We lose that potential for em-
ployment growth on that prop-
erty,” Mayor Hannen said.

He asked how the proposed
project would be consistent with
the neighborhood, noting that
single-family homes are located
adjacent to the property on Wal-
nut Avenue.

“Does it have to be single-fam-
ily to be consistent? I would ar-
gue no,” Mr. Hughes said. “This
property is one that has never
been part of the single-family
neighborhood.”

“I’m failing to grasp how you
can assert that this promotes
that appropriate population or
contributes to the well-being of
persons and neighborhoods with-
out the screening or unless you
were to decrease the overall size
of the height of those buildings;
that would be more in keeping of
promoting the neighborhood con-
cept of this,” Mayor Hannen said.

The lack of open space on the
property for recreation also was
noted by the planning board. Mr.
Hughes responded by saying that
the applicant is not providing
playgrounds, as the apartments
are not being marketed to fami-
lies, rather empty nesters and
singles.

On Wednesday, October 3, Mr.
Hughes is scheduled to resume
his testimony, and present his
fiscal-impact analysis, which was
updated just days before last
Wednesday’s planning board
meeting. Mr. Hughes said the
impact to the township’s popula-
tion is included in his analysis.

Also, the planning board can-
celled its September 19 meet-
ing, and scheduled a special
meeting for last night, Septem-
ber 12, after this newspaper went
to press.

developed on the remaining land
and will be negotiated at a later
date or in separate negotiations.

In addition, Ms. Edwards said
each year the borough will col-
lect a 2-percent administrative
fee. Garwood Developers, LLC
has agreed to provide an addi-
tional $150,000 for the 4,000-
square-foot community space
available for desired municipal
needs and borough residents.

The community space will be
designed and tailored for events
or community activities based
on borough leadership’s choos-
ing, stated Ms. Edwards as per
the financial agreement.

Ms. Edwards said the finalized
financial agreement revenue
share numbers were $600,000
more than originally proposed
by the developer. Ms. Edwards
emphasized the additional rev-

enue the negotiations created
for the borough via the escalat-
ing revenue-share percentages
in the proposed development’s
later years.

The Paperboard pilot program
was approved in a 5-to-1 vote,
with Councilwoman Ileen Cuccaro
voting against an ordinance es-
tablishing or executing the fi-
nancial agreement.

In other business, Council-
woman Cuccaro said a “hateful
billboard about our President
caused a stir with Union Town-
ship.”

“They (Union Township Com-
mittee) passed a resolution
against this type of hate speech
and I am hoping we in Garwood
can follow suit and do this as
well,” said Ms. Cuccaro.

Mayor Charles Lombardo said
he sent an e-mail to Westfield’s

Mayor Shelley Brindle describing
his displeasure with the “unfor-
tunate” fact he heard about the
walk-through of the Gumbert
Park’s temporary ice rink.

“I told her that Council Presi-
dent Jennifer Blumenstock and
Councilwoman Sara Todisco
would be joining me at the meet-
ing. I haven’t heard from her
since our last meeting months
ago,” Mayor Lombardo said.

Mayor Lombardo said he has
asked Mayor Brindle to provide
all project updates to Garwood
residents through correspon-
dence with himself or the bor-
ough, “especially those residents
directly affected by it (the ice
rink).”

Mayor Lombardo said a Russo
Development status report
authored by Peter Harsen of ECOL
Sciences Inc. will be posted on
the borough’s website. Mayor
Lombardo said the report details
the Casale factory’s demolition
impact on the surrounding envi-
ronment thus far. ECOL Sciences
Inc. specializes in environmental
management and regulatory
compliance. The mayor said the
company spoke to residents who
were concerned the project could
be harmful to the local commu-
nity.

Mayor Lombardo said he will
submit a press release support-
ing the Raritan Valley Coalition.
The coalition is a bipartisan group
consisting of 23 mayors repre-
senting 300,000 residents in
communities along the NJ Tran-
sit commuter rail line.

“The effort is not only critical to
Garwood for economic health,
investment and vitality, but is
also important to surrounding
towns. The lack of direct-train
service to and from New York
Penn Station hinders the ability
to be competitive and to attract
homebuyers and renters to our
redevelopment projects,” Mayor
Lombardo said.

Cranford Adopts Ords. That
Change Land Development

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — Two ordinances
were adopted by the township
committee Tuesday that will
change the land development
code in Cranford.

An ordinance will amend the
code to provide for exceptions
for residents to replace non-con-
forming front porches and un-
covered front steps on their resi-
dential property without change
to dimensions or footing loca-
tions, without them having to
seek a variance.

An ordinance was passed to
amend the code that would pro-
hibit parking directly in front of a
one-family or a two-family resi-
dence. The code also would be
amended to provide exceptions
for residents to replace drive-
ways that are non-conforming in

side-yard areas without change
to dimensions or footings, with-
out them having to obtain a vari-
ance. The code also would be
amended to remove the require-
ment of granite block curbing on
driveways.

The code amendments are to
“provide relief to homeowners,”
Deputy Mayor Ann Dooley said,
in that they will not have to seek
a variance from the zoning board
of adjustment.

Salary increases of 1.5 percent
for certain white collar positions
in a full-time or part-time capac-
ity was approved and will be
retroactive to January 1, 2018.

The contract awarded to Wanda
Chin for legal services pertaining
to the redevelopment of the
Birchwood Avenue site where an
apartment complex is to be built

Hartz Planner Begins Testimony
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