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Hartz Planner Begins Testimony;
Mayor Questions Building Heights

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — Hartz Mountain
Industries, LLC’s planner, Keenan
Hughes of Hoboken-based
Phillips Preiss Grygiel, a firm that
specializes in land use and de-
velopment, presented the first
part of his testimony, in which he
gave his professional opinion as
to why rezoning the 15-acre com-
mercial property at 750 Walnut
Avenue to a residential zone
meets criteria specified in the
New Jersey statutes, at the plan-
ning board meeting on Septem-
ber 5.

Under Hartz’s application, Mr.
Keenan said Hartz would develop
the site at 30 units per acre,
saying that the more recent de-
velopments in the township, not-
ing Riverfront at Cranford Sta-
tion, Cranford Crossing, and
Woodmont Station, all on aver-
age equate to 39 units per acre.

The planning board disagreed
with Mr. Hughes’ comparison, in
that those apartment buildings
are located in the downtown and
are accessible to the train sta-
tion. Planning Board Vice-Chair-
woman Bobbi Anderson sug-
gested Mr. Hughes consider an
apartment complex recently ap-
proved to be built along
Birchwood Avenue, which is lo-

cated at the edge of the Cranford
border adjacent to a residential
neighborhood, as is the property
at 750 Walnut Avenue. The de-
velopment that was approved
for Birchwood Avenue is to be
developed at 15 units per acre,
planning board member Peter
Taylor said.

Hartz is planning a two-phase
development, in which it pro-
poses to build 905 apartments,
two clubhouses and two pools,
with parking on the premises.
Mr. Hughes said the planned unit
development that Hartz recom-
mends allows for a variety of
zoning uses, including residen-
tial, commercial and office, which
would allow the property owner
to have apartments while main-
taining some of the commercial
property during the first phase.

Within the planned unit devel-

opment, Mr. Hughes said the
township could choose to estab-
lish a mutual developer’s agree-
ment of up to 20 years should the
developer and the township be
“mutually interested.”

The first phase of the construc-
tion proposes to have the four-
story apartments be built in the
front portion of the property and
to retain part of the commercial
space for current tenants in the
rear.

During phase two, the com-
mercial space would be demol-
ished and five-story apartment
buildings would be erected in the
rear, part of which is adjacent to
a golf course and another part
borders a rail line with a residen-
tial neighborhood.

The berm that currently is lo-
cated along Walnut Avenue, Mr.
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SHOFAR IS SOUNDED…At the Service of Remembrance of September 11, 2001, in
Cranford, Rabbi Neil Tow of the Temple Beth-El Mekor Chayim gives the benediction
by blowing the shofar, an ancient ram’s horn that is blown especially in synagogue
services on Rosh Hashanah.

Garwood Council Okays
Paperboard Pilot Program

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — Acacia Financial
Group’s Managing Director Jen-
nifer G. Edwards announced, at
Tuesday night’s borough council
meeting, that the negotiated
terms of the Paperboard Rede-
velopment financial agreement
between the borough and
Garwood Developers, LLC have
been finalized. Ms. Edwards said
the pilot program is a financial
agreement organizing “financial
payments” or a revenue share in
lieu of existing property taxes.

Planning board member Kathy
Villaggio described her interpre-
tation of the financial agreement,
stating that the collected per-
centage of revenue or revenue
share agreed upon via the pilot
program will total more than the
$98,000 in property taxes cur-
rently collected annually for the

4.5-acre site.
Ms. Edwards said the financial

agreement stipulates that for
years one through 15 (post de-
velopment), the borough will
collect 10 percent of total rev-
enue. He said for years 16 through
18, the borough will be entitled
to 10.5 percent of total revenue,
and for operational years, 19
through 20, the borough will col-
lect 11 percent of total revenue.

Ms. Edwards said the borough
will collect 12 percent of the total
revenue for years 21 through 25,
and 12.5 percent of the revenue
for years 26 through 30. The
financial agreement negotiated
pertains to the 3.1 acres of the
4.5-acre lot set for residential
development, stated Ms.
Edwards.

Councilwoman Sara Todisco
said a storage facility will be

Courtesy of Bruce Paterson
GOING, GOING, GONE...Work crews have begun the demolition of the former
Casale factory recently on South Avenue in Garwood to make room for a 297-
unit apartment complex.

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

Support Local Journalism

goleader.com/subscribe


