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reception.
The Tigers received the open-

ing kickoff and beginning on their
own 28 moved to the Westfield
42 where Marshall hit Petit-Home
in the right end zone for the TD
with 8:48 on the clock The point
after was good.

The Blue Devils nearly answered
and moved the ball from their
own 22-yard line deep into Tiger
turf but Shapiro’s pass was picked
off at the nine by Alex Dorce. The
Blue Devils nearly scored in the
second quarter but the drive ran
out of steam at the Linden eight.
In the meantime, Blue Devil line-
man Declan McCauley recovered
a Tiger fumble on their second
series then linebacker Will Kessler
blocked a punt on their fourth
series.

The Blue Devils got momentum
on their side when Kessler smoth-
ered a popup kickoff on the
Westfield 39 to open the third
quarter. On the eighth play of the

series, Shapiro rolled left draw-
ing in some defenders then spot-
ted Chambliss on the left side for
his 21-yard TD reception with
6:08 on the clock. The point after
made the score 7-7.

Next, Westfield’s defense came
alive. Defensive lineman Colin
Freer recorded a six-yard sack of
Marshall which would set up a
punting situation. The punter
juggled the ball a little and got off
a modest punt but a yellow flag
flew and the Blue Devils were
penalized 15 yards for roughing
the punter placing the ball on the
Westfield 42. From there, George
broke left 36 yards to the six. He
added a four-yard run then
bashed in from the two for the
score and a 14-7 lead with 2:07
left in the third quarter.

“He fumbled the snap. I thought
it was clean but you can’t blame
it on one play. You never can,”
Smith said.

“We should have kept them

out. We should have kept them
out even if they did get that
play,” co-captain/defensive back
Jordan Simpson added.

“Yes! Again we made some first-
game mistakes. It happens. You
just got to get back to work,”
Coach DeSarno commented.

Once the Tigers knew that the
Blue Devils were forced into pass-
ing situations, they stepped up
the pressure late in the third
quarter and throughout the fourth
on Shapiro and succeeded sack-
ing him four times for a minus 39
yards — one was for 19 yards on
a bad snap.

Early in the fourth quarter Freer
recovered a Linden fumble at
midfield and the Blue Devils were
back in business but despite
Shapiro’s 31-yard strike to
Saltzer that put the ball on the
Linden 20 and a dropped pass in
the end zone, the drive ended
with a bad snap on fourth down
which resulted in a 19-yard loss

and a Tiger first down.
With time running very low, the

Tigers stuck to the ground game
and Westfield was forced to use
all of its timeouts. With 1:13
remaining, Marshall sealed the
deal with a 10-yard hooking left
run for a first down.

“We had some opportunities.
We missed them but we are go-
ing to bounce back and win some
games,” Levy said.

“Some good things! The kids
got to realize the speed of the
game. Linden played at a faster
pace than we did today,” Coach
DeSarno said.

“I know we played hard but we
just got to work a little harder,
keep them out of the end zone
and we should be fine,” Simpson
reassured.

“We just got to finish as an
offense. We have a lot of return-
ing guys, who know what to do.
There’s no excuses for that,”
Smith emphasized.

“That’s been a problem. We
just haven’t been able to finish.
On our last scrimmage, we moved
the ball a little bit and didn’t
score. We turned the ball over
the one time. First game mis-
takes! We got to figure it out and
we are going to get better,” Coach
DeSarno said.

“We have a new line but I think
they are going to be strong. We
just got to figure it out. We will
clean it up and we will be back
next week,” Smith promised.

“You are going to see a differ-
ent team next week,” Simpson
predicted.

The Blue Devils will travel to
Warren tomorrow, September
14, to face the Watchung Hills
Warriors at 7 p.m.
Westfield 0 0 7 0 7
Linden 7 0 7 0 14

* Linden Tigers Sting Westfield Blue Devils, 14-7, in Classic Football Showdown *
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