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Tigers Sting Blue Devils in Grid Showdown, 14-7
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Once in a lifetime a home like this becomes available. Custom renovation with all the most wonderful details is what
you will find on this .62 of an acre property located on one of Wychwood’s prettiest streets. Plenty of special features
for fun year round. Meticulously maintained inside and out. Gourmet kitchen with double dishwashers, ovens,
refrigerator drawers and warming drawer all designed for easy at home entertaining. Kitchen opens to family room
which overlooks the grounds and terraced pool area. His and her home offices are perfect for at home work. Master
suite with his and her walk in closets and spa worthy bath has its own fireplace and access to the terrace. A perfect
place to bask in the morning sun and enjoy the view. Total of 5 bedrooms and 4 full and 2 half baths. From lower
level recreation room to 3rd floor suite this Wilson School home is sure to please. Offered at $2,198,000.

940 Kimball Avenue, Westfield
OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, September 16th • 2-4PM

Watchung Hills Girls Down
Cougars, 2-0, in Soccer Clash

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Kelly Fitzgerald scored a pair of
second half goals to help lead the
Watchung Hills High School girls past
the Cranford Cougars in a soccer
match played on September 8 at
Watchung Hills. The game was an
intriguing early-season showdown
between perennial power Watchung
Hills and a Cranford team that is
expected to have one of it’s strongest
squads in years.

“This is a team (Cranford) that has
a legitimate chance to win the Union
County title this year,” said Watchung
Hills Head Coach Brian Figueirieo.
“They beat a very good Oak Knoll
team. They don’t have a weakness.
They are solid all the way around.
Some teams have a superstar player.
Cranford doesn’t have a weakness.
They have eleven girls on the field
who play very, very well all of the
time.”

After a scoreless first half,
Watchung Hills broke the deadlock in
the 55th minute on the first of two
goals by Fitgerald. She was assisted

by Lindsay Wolf on the play.
Fitzgerald struck again in the 71st
minute after a sideline throw in made
it’s way to teammate Patty DePinho.
Fitzgerald received the deflected ball
and lofted a floater just over the out-
stretched fingertips of Cranford goalie
Amanda Vath for a 2-0 lead.

“The two goals really were very
similar,” said Figueiredo. “They both
came off of side throws. The first one
Kelly got in off of a deflection. The
second one came after we had a couple
of touches.”

Cranford, which had played the
number 12 ranked Warriors on even
terms throughout the first half, could
not crack the code of the Watchung
Hills defense the rest of the way.
Watchung Hills goalkeeper Kaylee
Donnelly had five saves on the after-
noon.

“We came out to start the game in
our usual 4-5-1 set,” said Figueiredo.
“In the second half we went to a 4-3-
3 to get more offensive chances.”

Despite the loss Cranford showed
well against a team that is a perennial
state title contender. Cranford Head

Coach Andrew Gagliardo was quick
to point out that the loss, while disap-
pointing, was also encouraging at the
same time.

“I told the girls that it would have
been one thing if they came out today
and played poorly but they didn’t play
poorly. We didn’t have our best game
but the effort was there and were right
there in the game with that team. In
the first half, we had some chances
that if we complete them then it is a
different ball game. In the second
half, Watchung Hills showed who they
are and the two goals they scored
were just great touches.”

Cranford’s Amanda Vath came up
with seven saves during the game.
Her performance in net was singled
out by her coach.

“The placement of the kick on their
second goal was perfect,” said Coach
Gagliardo. “You can’t really fault our
goaltender. The ball was touched
beautifully and lofted just over her
fingertips. She was strong for us
throughout the game.”
Cranford 0 0 0
Watchung Hills 0 2 2

game mistakes that I think we can
fix,” Blue Devil Head Coach Jim
DeSarno said.

Linden running back BJ George
banged away at the Blue Devil defen-
sive line, especially with off-tackle
scoots and hooking around the cor-
ners for big yardage. George carried
28 times for 192 yards, which in-
cluded a two-yard touchdown run late
in the third quarter.

“He’s one of the better ones. He’s
probably one of the better ones, at
least, in North Jersey, definitely in
our league if not the best running
back. We knew he was a good back
and the quarterback can run. He com-
pleted a couple of passes, which we
struggled with last week in a scrim-
mage,” Coach DeSarno said.

Quarterback Zion Marshall (13
carries for 57 yards) passed sparingly
completing three passes for 80 yards

but one was a 42-yard TD strike to
Schadrac Petit-Home, who also had a
31-yard reception.

“They were able to bounce it out-
side on us, get some big plays on
defense. They put us in a hole and we
were unable to get back from it,” Blue
Devil co-captain/defensive lineman
Noah Levy explained.

The Tiger defense limited Alliegro
to just 37 yards rushing on 13 carries.
Alliegro did, however, have four re-
ceptions for 29 yards, all on screens
or short scoots out of the backfield.
Junior quarterback Hank Shapiro
completed 12 of 25 passes for 156
yards, which included a 21-yard TD
strike to split end Justin Chambliss (3
receptions, 50 yards) on the first se-
ries of the third quarter. Co-captain/
receiver Emmitt Smith had three re-
ceptions for 32 yards. Jacob Saltzer
had a 31-yard reception and Tommy
Norris had a 14-yard reception.

The Tigers received the opening
kickoff and beginning on their own
28 moved to the Westfield 42 where
Marshall hit Petit-Home in the right
end zone for the TD with 8:48 on the
clock The point after was good.

The Blue Devils nearly answered
and moved the ball from their own

22-yard line deep into Tiger turf but
Shapiro’s pass was picked off at the
nine by Alex Dorce. The Blue Devils
nearly scored in the second quarter
but the drive ran out of steam at the
Linden eight. In the meantime, Blue
Devil lineman Declan McCauley re-
covered a Tiger fumble on their sec-
ond series then linebacker Will

Kessler blocked a punt on their fourth
series.

The Blue Devils got momentum on
their side when Kessler smothered a
popup kickoff on the Westfield 39 to
open the third quarter. On the eighth
play of the series, Shapiro rolled left
drawing in some defenders then spot-
ted Chambliss on the left side for his
21-yard TD reception with 6:08 on
the clock. The point after made the
score 7-7.

Next, Westfield’s defense came
alive. Defensive lineman Colin Freer
recorded a six-yard sack of Marshall
which would set up a punting situa-
tion. The punter juggled the ball a
little and got off a modest punt but a
yellow flag flew and the Blue Devils
were penalized 15 yards for roughing
the punter placing the ball on the
Westfield 42. From there, George
broke left 36 yards to the six. He

added a four-yard run then bashed in
from the two for the score and a 14-7
lead with 2:07 left in the third quarter.

“He fumbled the snap. I thought it
was clean but you can’t blame it on
one play. You never can,” Smith said.

“We should have kept them out.
We should have kept them out even if
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Courtesy of Cranford resident for The Westfield Leader and The Times

A MASS OF WARRIORS AND COUGARS...A mass of Watchung Hills Lady Warriors, in gold, and Cranford Cougars
battle for the ball near the goal during a showdown at Watchung Hills High School on September 8. The 12th-ranked Lady
Warriors earned a 2-0 victory over the Cougars. See more photos at goleader.com Ballyhoo Sports

Charles Mulrooney for The Westfield Leader and The Times

LOOKING FOR EXTRA YARDAGE...Blue Devil Emmitt Smith, No. 80, looks to get more yardage after grabbing a
reception from quarterback Hank Shapiro in the game against the Linden Tigers in Linden on September 7.
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