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Legal Newspaper for the County of Union, New Jersey
and for Westfield, Mountainside, Scotch Plains, Fanwood, Cranford and Garwood

State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asm. Jim Kennedy (D)
34 E. Cherry St.
Rahway, N.J. 07065
(732) 943-2660

Asw. Linda Carter (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance (R)
425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 518-7733

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark,
Rahway  and Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
asmkennedy@njleg.org, asmgreen@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (D)
850 Bear Tavern Road, Suite 201, Ewing, N.J. 08628
(609) 883-0026
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]
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Letters to
the Editor

Our Error,
Math Correction

According to The [Scotch Plains-
Fanwood] Times, Democrats and Re-
publicans may simultaneously con-
trol the Scotch Plains council after
the next election. The Times reports
that (1) there are three open seats, (2)
if the GOP wins one seat, it will retain
control, and (3) if the Democrats win
at least two seats, they will take con-

trol. Since there are three open seats,
(2) and (3) could both occur.

David Harris
Fanwood

Editor’s Note: The story should
have reported that Democrats need
to win all three seats to take the
majority. We regret the error.

Never In The History Of The Senate
Had There Been Such A Scene!

Governor Cuomo during the Demo-
cratic gubernatorial primary debate
between himself and Cynthia Nixon
stated, “ICE is a bunch of thugs.” All
20,000 plus ICE personnel in 400
offices in the United States and 46
countries, including investigators,
field officers, special agents, attor-
neys, analysts, and mission support
specialists? She tweeted on June
22,2018, “ICE is a terrorist organiza-
tion and its egomaniacal leader is
Donald Trump.” What next from their
palette of vitriol?

They need a civics lesson or two!
ICE (Immigration and Customs En-
forcement of the United States De-
partment of Homeland Security) en-
forces more than 400 federal statutes.
ICE works to prevent illegal trade in
guns, money, drugs, and counterfeit
merchandise, child pornography, hu-
man trafficking, and sensitive United
States technology and weapons from
going to terrorists, criminal organiza-
tions, and foreign adversaries. ICE
repatriates cultural heritage. It dis-
rupts and removes violent gangs from
American communities.

Vice-President Pence, July 6, 2018,
at ICE headquarters reported that ICE
in 2017 arrested 4,818 gang arrests,
including 796 members of the MS-13
gangs, nearly 33,000 people illegally
entering our country who then com-
mitted crime here, and more than
127,000 illegal immigrants with crimi-
nal convictions facing charges for
breaking the law, including 50,000
for assault, more than 11,000 for
weapons, 2,000 for kidnapping, and
1,800 for homicide. ICE seized nearly
500 tons of narcotics. ICE rescued
518 human trafficking victims and
906 exploited children. ICE deported
226,000 people who had illegally
entered the United States.

Governor Cuomo and Ms. Nixon
are not the only politically divisive
people!

Supreme Court associate justice
nominee Brett Kavanaugh’s wife

Ashley rushed their two young daugh-
ters out of the Senate Judiciary Com-
mittee hearing because of protestor
heckling and the strategy, according
to Politico, of “maximum disruption”
of the hearing agreed to by Senate
Minority Leader Schumer and the
committee’s Democrat members, in-
cluding Senator Booker! Capitol Po-
lice arrested 70 people. Never in the
long distinguished history of the Sen-
ate had there been such a scene!

Senator Sanders on Labor Day said
President Trump [was] a “pathologi-
cal liar.”

Massachusetts Democrat Congres-
sional nominee Ayanna Pressley
called President Trump a “racist, mi-
sogynistic, truly empathy bankrupt
man”

Representative Waters urged ha-
rassment of Trump administration
officials.

Protesters shouting “Shame!”
forced Homeland Security Secretary
Nielsen to cut short a working dinner
at a Washington, D.C. restaurant.

Senator Schumer, asked when
President Trump will be impeached,
replied, “The sooner the better.” But
legal and political uncertainty over
the meaning of “Treason, Bribery,
and other high Crimes and Misde-
meanors” in Article II, Section 4 of
the Constitution and the problem of
proof would rip the country apart,
risk the economy, cause international
consternation, and weaken the Office
of the President perhaps forever!

America must never be held hos-
tage to partisan politics.

Be warned. What is being done to
President Trump can be done to fu-
ture Presidents of whatever political
or ideological persuasion.

This is no partisan letter, but the words
of a citizen concerned that the decline in
civility endangers our democracy and
that disrespect shown President Trump
endangers the country.

Stephen Schoeman
Westfield

9/11 Anniversary Reminds Us
Of Our Strength as One People

On Tuesday, we joined with our fellow Americans
in a solemn observance of the 17th anniversary of the
September 11, 2001 attacks. Once again we recalled
the tragedy that traumatized us but also united us, as
we commemorated the lives lost to terror and renewed
our resolve to live as a free and resilient people.

The 9/11 attacks claimed 2,977 victims at the World
Trade Center, the Pentagon and aboard United Air-
lines Flight 93, who left behind husbands and wives,
parents and children, siblings and friends, neighbors
and colleagues. A total of 412 emergency responders
gave their lives that day, including 343 members of
the New York City Fire Department, 37 Port Author-
ity police officers and 23 NYPD officers, along with
eight individuals from other agencies.

Nearly two decades later, the heroism and altruism
of so many during 9/11 and its aftermath continues
to awe, inspire and humble us. We speak of the first
responders who rushed into burning buildings in an
effort to reach those still inside. We speak of the
civilians who guided or carried colleagues to safety,
as well as merchants and passersby who aided vic-
tims and others on the street in the midst of the chaos.

We speak of the passengers of Flight 93, whose
final act of courage in defying the hijackers no doubt
prevented further loss of life. The ranks of 9/11

heroes also include, of course, those who partici-
pated in the extensive rescue and recovery efforts in
the wake of the attacks. Many have since succumbed
to, or continue to suffer from, illnesses caused by
exposure to toxins released at Ground Zero.

Westfield, Scotch Plains, Fanwood, Mountainside,
Cranford, Berkeley Heights, Summit and Clark were
among those towns directly impacted by the 9/11
catastrophe. Those who were lost that day are re-
membered publicly during annual memorial ser-
vices, and each day in the hearts and memories of
their loved ones and all whose lives they touched.
They remain an indelible part of the communities in
which they lived, worked and played.

Our national attention has been primarily focused
of late on the dramas surrounding President Trump
and the Supreme Court confirmation hearings, as
our country continues to wrestle with divisiveness.
The somber anniversary of 9/11, however, reminds
us anew that we are, above all, one people, regard-
less of individual political, ethnic, faith or other
identity. It is the foundation on which our nation was
built, the core tenet which sustained us through 9/11
and every challenge our nation has faced since its
inception, and the guiding principle that will enable
us to remain a defender of liberty.

Actions By Booker, Democrats
Made A Mockery of Senate

New Jersey has once again been made the laugh-
ingstock by the shenanigans of a United States
senator. Earlier this year it was Robert Menendez
who was “severely admonished” by the U.S. Senate
Ethics Committee for accepting gifts from a friend
and campaign donor, Dr. Salomon Melgen of Florida,
and was ordered by the panel to repay their value.

Now it is Senator Cory Booker’s turn. At Thursday’s
Supreme Court hearing for the nomination of Judge
Brett Kavanaugh conducted by the Senate Judiciary
Committee, Mr. Booker announced that he was
releasing 12 pages of e-mails, listed by the Judiciary
Committee as “confidential,” from Mr. Kavanaugh
to officials in the administration of President George
W. Bush regarding “racial profiling” to combat
terrorism after 9/11.

Most of the e-mails, however, were cleared for
release by the committee upon request from Senate
Democrats. “We cleared the documents last night
(September 5) shortly after Sen. Booker’s staff asked
us to. We were surprised to learn about Senator
Booker’s histrionics this morning because we had
already told him he could use the documents pub-
licly. In fact, we have said yes to every request made
by the Senate Democrats to make documents pub-
lic,” the office of Bill Burck, Mr. Bush’s lawyer, said
in a statement released to The Washington Post.

It is clear Democrats know they don’t have the
votes to stop the nomination from going forward.
But threatening to release anything that is “confi-
dential” or “classified” is totally unacceptable, in
our opinion. Will the Senate decide to remove Sena-
tor Booker from office? If so, maybe he can get a job
with WikiLeaks.

It is clear from the news coverage of the Kavanaugh
proceedings that the Democrats were going to dis-

rupt the hearings anyway they could as they try to
stall the vote on the nominee until after the mid-term
election in November, when they hope to win a
majority in both houses of Congress.

It is funny, in our view, that Democrats are so
incensed by President Donald Trump’s nominee.
Both the previous approved nominee, Neil Gorsuch,
and Mr. Kavanaugh are replacing or would replace
Justices nominated by President Ronald Reagan, a
Republican. Mr. Gorsuch replaced the late Justice
Antonin Scalia, while Mr. Kavanaugh would re-
place the now retired Justice Anthony Kennedy.
Granted, Justice Kavanaugh would be more conser-
vative than Justice Kennedy. Of course Democrats
are still angry with GOP senators for blocking former
President Barack Obama’s nominee to succeed Jus-
tice Scalia, Judge Merrick Garland, chief judge of
the United States Court of Appeals for the District of
Columbia Circuit. Judge Kavanaugh also sits on that
Court, serving since 2006, while Judge Garland has
served since 1997.

However, the actions of Democrats and activists
who had to be removed from the proceedings, in our
view, made a mockery of the U.S. Senate and the
High Court, and just shows that, as the minority
party in Washington, the Democrats will do any-
thing to get power back. But we are not surprised by
what we have seen during these hearings. One news
organization called it a circus atmosphere. Senate
Democrats on the committee have already said they
would vote no on Judge Kavanaugh’s nomination.
That is their right, but they should ask their questions
and move on.

The deplorable actions by Sen. Booker and his
Democratic colleagues had nothing to do with Judge
Kavanaugh, but was about political grandstanding.

I Will Cast My Ballot For Sara Todisco
For Garwood Mayor

I have lived in Garwood since I moved
here as a baby in 1936. In my lifetime, I
have seen many changes in Garwood
from many dirt roads and woods to resi-
dential streets and a newly installed un-
derpass bridge.

I remember being afraid to cross from
the north to south side of town over the
tracks by a wooden bridge and the under-
pass was a welcome change.

While many changes have occurred
over the decades, one thing will not change
and that is the small town charm. We are
a place where it is easy to get to know
your neighbors and even your elected
officials.

I am confident that Sara Todisco will
look out for Garwood’s best interests
when elected Mayor. She is a lifelong
resident who cares about the people of
this town and helps them, including me.
If you call her, she answers right away or

returns your phone call. Each year, she
helps me navigate the process of getting
a mail-in ballot. She helps everyone, from
seniors like me to the youth.

Sara has deep roots in Garwood that go
back generations. I even knew her great-
grandmother and she was a dear friend of
mine. I remember her great-grandfather’s
barber shop on North Avenue. Later, her
grandfather set up a printing company in
town and her great uncle a trophy shop.
She understands the importance of hav-
ing a thriving business community in
town.

This November, I will proudly cast my
ballot for Sara Todisco for Mayor be-
cause she has a big heart for Garwood and
its people. I’ve been looking forward to
this since she started getting involved in
local politics several years ago.

Helen Kilburg
Garwood

Rekindle That Same
Spirit Of Unity

Trenton - Assembly Republican
Leader Jon Bramnick (R-21st,
Westfield) marked the 17th anniver-
sary of the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks
on the United States by encouraging
all Americans to rekindle the spirit of
unity from that day; and issued the
following statement:

“Let us remember how our nation
came together following the horrific
attacks in New York, Washington and
Pennsylvania. We immediately came
to each others aid, neighbor helping
neighbor. We need to rekindle that
same spirit of unity when we sup-
ported each other as one nation with
a goal of caring for our neighbor and
community. Our differences pale in
comparison to the evil that hates free-
dom.”

9-11, WE SHALL
NEVER FORGET

Benvenuto!
Westfield - Greater Westfield

UNICO and the Westfield Italian
American Club is sponsoring a Co-
lumbus Day Ceremony at the South
Avenue train station on Sunday, Sep-
tember 30, at 9:30 a.m.

There will be Italian music and a
display of Italian classic vehicles.
There will be speakers representing
both sponsoring organizations. Also,
Rep. Leonard Lance and Assembly-
man Jon Bramnick will address the
attendees. Mayor Shelly Brindle or
her representative also will speak.
Additional speakers also may be
added.

The event is free and open to the
public. For additional information
email rjt329@yahoo.com.

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Asomatous – Without a material

body
2. Foveolate – Marked by minute de-

pressions or pits
3. Epulotic – Having a healing power
4. Capnomancy – Divination by the

ascent or motion of smoke

BIBELOT
1. A person who has a mania for col-

lecting books
2. Book ends
3. A tippler; a man given to drinking
4. A small object whose value lies in its

beauty or rarity
PENNACH

1. Bristled; standing erect
2. A plume or bunch of flowers
3. In botany, furnished with branches

in pairs
4. Showing patience; calmness

INSOUCIANCE
1. Gay; lighthearted
2. Pertaining to plundering or looting
3. Idle babble or chat
4. Speech impediment; slurring

TITIVATE
1. To delude by flattery
2. To romp or frisk
3. To dress up
4. To nestle or draw close

Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, NJ

(908) 527-4200
Ed Oatman, Mgr., eoatman@ucnj.org

Sergio Granados, chair
sgranados@ucnj.org

Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
(908) 527-4419
sdelia@ucnj.org

Come Clean About The Tax Dollars
Spent On These Settlements

[Mountainside] Borough Council
[must] immediately make public all
settlement agreements and costs to
taxpayers that have arisen as a result
of the lawsuit against the borough.
The Council must give residents an
update of the cost of the scandal at
every public meeting to ensure trans-
parency and accountability.

To date, Borough Council has not
released minutes from the July meeting
where they voted to allow officers named
in the lawsuit to retire without facing
formal disciplinary action or the August
work session where they approved settle-
ment payouts for the officers.

The Council needs to stop cover-
ing up the scope and costs of this
scandal and make the settlement
agreements and all costs to taxpayers
public now. Sweeping these issues
under the rug is what got us into this
situation in the first place, and it is
time for our leaders to be honest
about their decisions and the price
taxpayers will have to bear.

The Borough Council has still not
released minutes from their Council
meeting in July and working session

meeting in August, where they an-
nounced that no formal disciplinary
action will be taken against officers
named in the lawsuit and that these
officers will receive settlement payouts
from the borough totaling nearly
$40,000. The Borough Council ap-
proved the payouts in a work session
instead of at their regular open public
meeting. Approving additional costs
to taxpayers at working sessions sets a
dangerous precedent that can lead to
more secrecy and further lawsuits.

The Council is trying to cover their
tracks the same way they covered up
the issues in our police department.
Mountainside residents deserve to
know the full costs associated with
this lawsuit. The council needs to end
the secretive process they have used
to sneak decisions in behind resi-
dents’ backs and come clean about all
the tax dollars they are spending on
these settlements and other legal fees
associated with the lawsuit.

Candidates for Mountainside
Council,

Anjali Mehrotra,
Ileana Montes


