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Kean: Crumbling Tunnels Are An
Accident Waiting to Happen

County Building Dedicated
To Late Assemblyman Green

Master Gardeners Training
Class Deadline Is Sept. 20

MASTER YOUR GARDENING...Applications for the 31st annual Master
Gardner class training series in Union County are now being accepted. The
deadline to apply is Thursday, September 20. Pictired above are Master Gardenders
with Freeholders Angel Estrada amd Bette Jane Kowalski.

COUNTY – County residents seek-
ing an active and fun community ser-
vice opportunity are invited to join
the Rutgers Master Gardeners of
Union County community volunteer
program. No previous experience with
gardening is required. All Master
Gardeners are trained and certified
by Rutgers experts.

Applications for the 31st annual
Master Gardner class training series
in Union County are now being ac-
cepted. The deadline to apply is Thurs-
day, September 20.

The mission of the Master Gar-
deners is to share knowledge, expe-
rience, and love of gardening
through community activities in-
cluding neighborhood garden and
beautification projects, education,
and outreach to seniors and the dis-
abled.

The Master Gardeners maintain a
1.5-acre educational demonstration
garden at Trailside Nature and Sci-
ence Center in the Watching Reserva-
tion. The elaborate grounds serve as
the platform for the Master Garden-
ers’ large produce donation program,
educational programs, summer
camps, and many other initiatives.
The garden features themed gardens,
a greenhouse and a vegetable “Shar-
ing Garden” that donates produce to
local food pantries.

The Master Gardeners program is
run by the Rutgers Cooperative Ex-

tension of Union County. It is sup-
ported by the Freeholder Board as
part of a national county-based com-
munity agriculture program under the
umbrella of the U.S. Department of
Agriculture. The Extension offices
are located in the county’s Colleen
Fraser Building in Westfield, and the
Demonstration Garden is located in
the county’s Watchung Reservation
near Trailside.

The training and certification pro-
gram consists of weekly sessions
from October 16 through May of
next year. A $200 materials fee will
be due upon acceptance to the pro-
gram, which covers all textbooks,
notebooks and class materials. Train-
ees commit to at least six hours of
volunteer service before training is
completed, and a total of 60 hours of
service over a period of 12 to 18
months.

To obtain a Master Gardeners ap-
plication and more information on all
programs of the Rutgers Cooperative
Extension of Union County, visit
ucnj.org/rce. For additional informa-
tion contact Tamisha Hopkins at
thopkins@ucnj.org or call (908) 654-
9854, extension 2.

Pride In Cranford Awards
To Be Held on November 7

CRANFORD — The Cranford
Area Chamber of Commerce will hold
its Pride in Cranford Awards on
Wednesday, November 7, from 6 to
9:30 p.m., at the Galloping Hill Inn,
325 Chestnut Street, Union.

As in prior years, the nomina-
tions for those receiving the awards
are made by the public. Anyone
who knows of a friend, neighbor or
organization they feel should be ac-
knowledged for their efforts in mak-
ing Cranford a better community
through their volunteer efforts is
asked to pick up an application at
one of the locations listed below
and submit their names to the Cham-
ber of Commerce before Friday,
September 21.

There are two categories for nomi-
nations – Community Service Award,
which is for an individual, group or

organization that has helped make
Cranford a better community through
its volunteer efforts, or a Community
Development Award, which is for a
business or individual who has devel-
oped or remodeled its exterior com-
mercial property within the last two
years consistent with Cranford’s
guidelines.

The nomination forms will be avail-
able at the Cranford Library, Cranford
Community Center, Simply – 11 North
Union Avenue, the Chamber of Com-
merce Office (lower level in the mu-
nicipal building) and NJ Driver – 108
Walnut Avenue.

Nomination forms are also avail-
able online from the Chamber website
at cranford.com/chamber. For any
questions, please call Dottie
Baniewicz at the Chamber office at
(908) 272-6114.

Fanwood DEMS Launch
Campaign Video Series

FANWOOD — Voters can learn
about Fanwood’s Democratic Coun-
cil candidates in a series of videos
being launched the week of Septem-
ber 10.

Councilwoman Erin McElroy
Barker, currently in her first term, is
seeking reelection. Thirty-year
Fanwood resident Patricia “Trisha”
Walsh is running for the seat cur-
rently held by Councilman Jack
Molenaar, who is not running for re-
election.

“I have seen the hard work the
council and the Mayor have done to
make Fanwood such a great place to
live and raise your family,” said Ms.
Walsh, “and I want to help to continue
that.”

Ms. Walsh has been involved in a
number of Fanwood’s recreation
projects including the annual 5K race,
holiday tree lighting and Earth Day.
Her husband, Neil Pierce, is a mem-
ber of Fanwood’s Recreation Com-
mission. Ms. Wash is a public school
teacher. She is the sister of the late
former 12-year Councilman Bruce
Walsh.

Ms. Barker, completing her first
term on the council, has been active
in Fanwood’s recreation programs as
council liaison to the recreation com-

mission. She is a social worker who
supports families of chronically ill
children. Her husband, Doug, is a
local coach.

“I’m a committed, passionate, car-
ing person whose only agenda is to
make this community a happy and
healthy place to raise your family,”
Ms. Barker said.

The campaign videos can be seen
on the Fanwood Democrats’
Facebook page and on
fanwooddems.com and on youtube.

Voters may also meet the candi-
dates at Fanny Wood Day this Sun-
day, September 16, at the Fanwood
Democrats’ booth on Martine Avenue
near South Avenue.

GERALD GREEN PLAZA...U.S. Senator Robert Menendez (D-NJ)  helps unveil
the new sign to the Assemblyman Gerald B. Green Plaza in Plainfield as Governor
Phil Murphy looks on at left.

REMEMBERING ASM. GREEN...Freeholders Angel Estrada, Freeholder Vice-
Chairwoman Bette Jane Kowalski, Angela Garretson, Rebecca Williams, Bruce
Bergen, Christopher Hudak, Alexander Mirabella, Freeholder Chairman Sergio
Granados present resolution and flowers to Wanda Green (podium), widow of the
late Assemblyman.

Fanwood Health Bd. Seeking Input

PLAINFIELD — The Union
County Board of Chosen Freeholders
and the Union County Improvement
Authority joined with federal, state
and local officials, including Gover-
nor Phil Murphy, in officially dedicat-
ing the former Park Madison govern-
ment complex as the Assemblyman
Gerald B. Green Plaza in honor of the
late Plainfield resident.

Mr. Green served 27 years in the
State Assembly for the 22nd Leg-
islative District that includes
Scotch Plains and Fanwood. He
championed the creation of the
complex in 2004, which includes
Union County social services, state
job training services and private
businesses, serving as an anchor
for revitalization in Plainfield’s

downtown.
Assemblyman Green’s widow,

Wanda, and brother, Sheldon, spoke
at the ceremony, which was emceed
by Mr. Green’s legislative running
mate, State Senator Nicholas P. Scutari
(D-22nd, Linden), and included trib-
utes from Freeholder Chairman Sergio
Granados, U.S. Senator Robert
Menendez (D-NJ), Plainfield Mayor
Adrian Mapp, Assemblywoman
Linda Carter (D-22nd, Plainfield)
(who was named to replace Mr. Green
in the Legislature), Congresswoman
Bonnie Watson Coleman (D-12th,
Trenton), and Assembly Speaker
Craig Coughlin (D-19th,
Woodbridge).

The Assemblyman passed away in
April after a long illness.

FANWOOD — The Fanwood Board
of Health, in association with the
Westfield Regional Board of Health, is
asking Fanwood residents to participate
in a brief survey to assess community
health needs. The results of the survey
will allow borough officials to better di-
rect resources efficiently.

It is hoped that the survey, which will
be ongoing through the end of Septem-
ber, will better reflect both socio-eco-
nomic aspects specific to the borough as

well as the changing aspects as to what
constitutes “community health” includ-
ing issues such as mental health and drug
dependency. The ultimate goal is to cre-
ate a forward-looking plan reflecting
needs specific to the borough while ac-
knowledging its interrelationship with
surrounding communities.

Responses are being accepted through
September 30. The survey may be found
on the borough website
www.fanwoodnj.org.

Lance Backs Tariff Act
Passed by House

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Con-
gressman Leonard Lance (R-NJ-7th)
has backed the Miscellaneous Tariff
Bill Act, legislation to ease the tariff
burden on many New Jersey busi-
nesses.

He said the tariff bill “will make
sure companies in our backyard are
not hit with tariffs and put on an
unequal footing in the global market-
place.”

Power of Google Workshop
Offered by Union County

Jim Leavelle, a Pearl Harbor survivor and the Dallas Police detective who was
handcuffed to Lee Harvey Oswald when Oswald was shot by Jack Ruby in 1963,
receives a commemorative copy of  “Guardian of Democracy” from author Tom
Sloan. The  book will be celebrated at a fundraiser this Sunday, September 16,
from 2:30 to 4:30 pm. at 16 Prospect Wine Bar And Bistro in Westfield. Proceeds
will benefit the Former Agents of the Secret Service Scholarship Fund and the 16
Prospect charity, Saint Joseph Social Servive Center in Elizabeth.
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TRENTON — Senate Republican
Leader Tom Kean (R-21st, Westfield)
said the crumbling trans-Hudson rail
tunnels are a tragedy waiting to hap-
pen after a piece of metal pierced the
roof of a NJ Transit train this past
weekend.

“It was pure luck that this didn’t
happen during rush hour when com-
muters would have been standing
where the damage occurred,” said
Mr. Kean. “Looking at the pictures,

it’s clear that somebody could have
been killed. The poor state of the
Hudson tunnels and our rail infra-
structure in general is a tragedy wait-
ing to happen.”

NJ Transit released a statement
Sunday night on the accident. “NJ
Transit is continuing to work closely
with Amtrak and the Federal Rail-
road Administration on the investiga-
tion into Friday night’s incident in the
Hudson River Tunnels. At NJ Transit,
the safety of our commuters and em-
ployees remains our highest priority.
We assure our customers that, once
the Amtrak repairs are complete and
all the necessary safety inspections
are made, rail service through the
tunnels will remain completely safe.

“Amtrak will continue to work on
the repairs to their catenary (over-
head wire) infrastructure in the south
tube of the tunnels into the overnight
hours Sunday night. Amtrak fully
expects to have the work completed
during this time, and we anticipate
running our regular weekday rail ser-
vice in and out of New York on Mon-
day morning (September 10),” ac-
cording to the statement.

As a member of the Senate Legisla-
tive Oversight Committee, Mr. Kean
has pushed NJ Transit to address
maintenance and staffing issues that
impact the safety and reliability of the
region’s rail service.

He said the exact point of failure in
this recent incident must be identified
to guarantee passenger safety going
forward.

“We need to know if this was a
failure of equipment on the NJ Tran-
sit train or of the infrastructure of the
tunnel which is operated by Amtrak,”
Mr. Kean said. “It’s imperative that
such a determination be made quickly
and properly addressed to ensure that
passengers are safe when they pass
through the tunnels.”

Mr. Kean said that while immedi-
ate repairs are important, the con-
struction of new tunnels to replace
the century-old tubes is the only real
long-term solution.

“We have a combination of age-
related wear and tear and damage
from (Super Storm) Sandy that’s caus-
ing more and more problems for com-
muters,” Mr. Kean added. “We’re at
the point that a single stalled train can
impact the entire system and disrupt
the lives of hundreds of thousands of
people. When that happens, there’s
no Plan B. The federal government
must recognize the national impor-
tance of building new tunnels and
step up with the funding that’s needed
to move the Gateway Project along.”

COUNTY – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders will
present a free workshop, “Harness
the Power of Google” on Thurs-
day, September 20 from 7 p.m. to
8:30 p.m. at the Liberty Hall
Wagon Shed Building, located at
1003 Morris Avenue in Union
Township.

The workshop is designed for arts,
cultural and history organizations.
Participants are invited to learn spe-
cific ways to use Google’s latest free
tools to boost traffic to their
organization’s website, increase au-
dience engagement, and post events
to increase their audience. Attendees
will also learn about strategies to at-
tract and manage online reviews, hear
about voice search — a rapidly ex-
panding portion of search queries,
and more. Time permitting, the ses-
sion may cover rudimentary basics of
Google Ad Grants.

Bruce Mishkin, President of
Adventix, will present the workshop.
He brings 15 years of experience in
developing Google AdWords adver-
tising campaigns for local and na-

tional businesses to his work at
Adventix, a marketing and advertis-
ing agency specializing in helping
arts organizations achieve success in
the digital landscape. He is also an
expert on local search engine optimi-
zation.

The workshop is funded in part by
a grant from the New Jersey State
Council on the Arts, a partner agency
of the National Endowment for the
Arts. It is presented through the Union
County Office of Cultural and Heri-
tage Affairs, in the Department of
Parks and Recreation.

The workshop is free but pre-reg-
istration is required by Wednesday,
September 19.

To register, contact the Office of
Cultural and Heritage Affairs by
email at culturalinfo@ucnj.org or
call (908) 558-2550 (NJ Relay users
dial 711). The Union County Office
of Cultural and Heritage Affairs is
located at 633 Pearl Street in Eliza-
beth. For more information on all
programs and activities, visit online
at ucnj.org/parks-recreation/cul-
tural-heritage-affairs.
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