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Control of Scotch Plains Council
At Stake In November Election

Susan M. Dougherty for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SWINGING IN THE NIGHT AIR… Hundreds of preteens, teens and adults enjoy the flying swings at the St. Bartholomew/
UNICO Italian Festival over the Labor Day weekend.
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By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – This week
marks the traditional start of the po-
litical season, and the Tuesday, No-
vember 6, ballot will be a full one
locally, with races for the U.S. Sen-
ate and House of Representatives, as
well as for the Union County Free-
holder Board and Scotch Plains rep-
resentative seats on the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education.

Control of the township council
also will be at stake with three town-
ship council seats up for grabs.
Democrats Elizabeth Stamler,
Roshan White and Joshua Losardo
will face off against Republican
Councilman Andrew Bondarowicz
and his two running mates, Sonali
Dalvi and Jeff Kowalczyk. Republi-
cans presently hold a 3-to-2 advan-

tage on the governing body; if the
GOP wins just one of the available
seats in November, the party will
retain control, but if the Democrats
win at least two seats, they will take
control.

Both campaigns say that down-
town redevelopment will be a hot
topic. Democratic Party Chairman
John Del Sordi, Jr., who is not seek-
ing re-election to the council, told
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
that his candidates back the current
redevelopment efforts, “while main-
taining our character and preserving
our history. This should be done with-
out overbuilding,” he said. Republi-
can Party Chairwoman Paulette
Coronato told The Times her candi-
dates want to, “work proactively with
property and business owners in the
development of the downtown” and
“bring in development that will help
stabilize municipal taxes by provid-
ing more ratables.”

Mr. Del Sordi also warned that
downtown redevelopment “should
not overburden our taxpayers.” He
said that when the Democrats con-
trolled the council in 2015 and 2016,
“taxes were stabilized while provid-
ing added services for our residents.
We will strive to maintain quality
services for our town while ensuring
our residents’ money is spent re-
sponsibly.”

The township’s affordable-hous-
ing obligations have been a big topic
of discussion this year, both as it
intersects with the downtown rede-

velopment plans and by the big num-
bers of housing units that will result
from the court-approved housing
settlement between the municipal
government and builders. The Re-
publican candidates, Mrs. Coronato
said, pledge to “continue to work
with [Republican Mayor Alexander
Smith] and state legislators to re-
sponsibly address the court-man-
dated affordable-housing needs.” Mr.
Del Sordi said his side is “concerned
that the town’s schools will become
overcrowded and our traffic conges-
tion, emergency and recreational
services will become overwhelmed”
by the coming growth in housing and
population.

Other issues mentioned by the
Democrats include open space, with
Mr. Del Sordi calling for new efforts
“to provide our residents with more
fields and passive areas to enjoy,”
and safety issues, particularly when
it comes to schools. The Democrats
are committed, Mr. Del Sordi said,
“to maintaining a police officer in all
public schools every school day.”

Mrs. Coronato, too, said the Re-
publicans support “programs to en-
sure the safety, stability and wellness
of our schools and residents.” She
also mentioned several other issues
her candidates support, including
enhancing recreational opportunities
and “addressing overall quality of
life issues for our residents.” Fur-
thermore, she called for efforts to
improve operations and communi-

Susan M. Dougherty for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SUPER SATURDAY NIGHT CROWD…The annual St. Bartholomew/UNICO
Italian Festival once again drew thousands during the Labor Day weekend,
including Friday night. The four-day festival includes food vendors, rides, music
and fun for the entire family and draws people from all over the state.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
MAYOR AND HIS BACKUPS...Scotch Plains Mayor Al Smith sings “Runnin’
Down a Dream” backed up by members of the Scotch Plains Redevelopment
Committee, Deputy Township Manager Margaret Heisey, Steve Goldberg of the
Scotch Plains Business and Professional Association, and redevelopment project
coordinator/emcee Tom Strowe, at the August 29 Karaoke Night. They sang the
Tom Petty favorite with the help of the live band The Golden Boyz of New
Brunswick, whose drums and two guitars rocked the night.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
ROCK CLASSICS AT KARAOKE…Music rang out throughout downtown
Scotch Plains as Shayna Craig belted out “Magic Man” to the crowd while backed
up by the live band The Golden Boyz of New Brunswick during Scotch Plains
Karaoke Night on August 29.
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Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Schools Ready for ’18-19

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – After months
of quiet school buildings and vacant
desks, students in the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood school district returned yes-
terday, September 5, to line the
schools’ hallways once again.

Superintendent of Schools Marga-
ret Hayes, Ed.D., said the district is
serving 5,500 students during the
current school year in its eight schools,
which include five elementary
schools, two middle schools and
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School.

According to Superintendent
Hayes, 30 new teachers were hired
for the 2018-2019 school year, and
all attended new teacher workshops.
In addition, she noted that workshops
also were held for current teachers
and administrators. She added that at
the administrative workshops, which
lasted three days and were led by
district teachers, administrators made
their own puppets.

In late spring, a presentation was
given at a board meeting on puppetry

and how it enhances students’ writing
through a visual of assigning emo-
tion.

It was noted that there have been a
few recently approved updates to the
district’s curriculum practices and
programs of study. These include Ital-
ian II Academic and Italian II Accel-
erated, Mandarin IV Academic and
Mandarin IV Accelerated and Span-
ish II Academic and Spanish II Accel-
erated at the high school.

The Language Arts courses of study
and the writing workshop for Grade 6
were upgraded, and both the Acceler-
ated and the Academic Grade 9 En-
glish I were recently approved for
their upgrades. In addition, elemen-
tary fifth-grade and middle-school
programs of studies recently were
approved for an upgrade of curricu-
lum practices.

It was noted that charging carts
Dell Chromebooks 5190, MacBook
Airs, AppleCare+ for MacBook Airs,
iPads and various programs were re-
cently leased for the new school year

Board of Education OKs Dozen
New or Updated Policies

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – At the first of
its 2018-2019 school year meetings,
held last Thursday evening, the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education
members approved three new poli-
cies upon only a first reading, bypass-
ing a bylaw.

As explained by board member and
member of the board’s Policy Com-
mittee, Amy Winkler of Fanwood,
the three policies needed to be in
place before the start of the new school
year, making the rules of the bylaw
impossible as the next board of edu-
cation meeting is scheduled for Thurs-
day, September 13.

After unanimously voting to by-
pass the two-board-meeting rule,
which usually has a first and second
reading, the board unanimously
passed policy 5512, a state-mandated
update of the district’s Harassment,
Intimidation and Bullying policy;
Policy and Regulation 1510, which is
a revision to the Americans with Dis-
abilities Act policy, and Policy and
Regulation 5111 Eligibility of Resi-
dent/Non-resident students, which
will allow students to remain within
the district if their move away from
the district has to do with domestic
violence. The policies were all passed
on just one reading.

The other new policies, which were

approved upon first reading and are
scheduled for a second reading in
September, are: P1613 — Disclosure
and Review of Applicant’s Employ-
ment History; P2361 — Acceptable
Use of Computer Networks/Comput-
ers and Resources; P5514 — Student
Use of Vehicles on School Grounds;
P5561 — Use of Physical Restraint
and Seclusion Techniques for Stu-
dents with Disabilities; P7424 — Bed
Bugs; P7440 — School District Se-
curity; P8550 — Unpaid Meal
Charges/Outstanding Food Service
Charges; P8630 — Bus Driver/Bus
Aide Responsibility, and Regulation
8630 — Emergency School Bus Pro-
cedures Charges.

In other business, the board unani-
mously voted to approve a resolution
observing the week of September 9
through September 15, 2018 as Na-
tional Arts in Education Week. The
resolution includes all areas of art,
which names dance, music, theatre,
media arts, literature, design and vi-
sual arts as all aspects of the curricu-
lum as a means “to succeed in today’s
economy and to provide the skills and
knowledge students need for success
in the global information age.”

In other business, the board heard
from Scotch Plains resident Edward
Minall, who had some general safety
questions for the board. First, Mr.
Minall stated that he had not seen an
Automated External Defibrillator
(AED) in the baseball area and had
concerns for students playing base-
ball and lacrosse.

He also shared his safety concerns
over having voting within the schools.

He was told that the board and both
the Scotch Plains and Fanwood ad-
ministrators had and have been con-
tinuing to look for alternative venues
for voting. BOE Business Adminis-
trator Deborah Saridaki told Mr.
Minall that as of now, voting had been
removed from four out of the eight
schools in the district.

The next board of education meet-
ing is scheduled for Thursday, Sep-
tember 13, at 7:30 p.m., in the admin-
istration offices at Evergreen Avenue
and Cedar Street in Scotch Plains.

Hearing Off. Recommended
In Police Misconduct Case

By KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — Borough
Attorney John C. Post explained
during Tuesday’s borough council
meeting that the law firm that
handles the municipality’s labor and
employment matters had recom-
mended that the borough appoint
Robert A. Verry as the hearing of-
ficer for the disciplinary proceed-
ing involving former officer Tho-
mas Murphy. Mr. Murphy is named
as a defendant in a lawsuit filed by
five members of the Mountainside
Police Department and a part-time
employee last spring.

The suit alleges that Mr. Murphy
and former police chief Alan
Attanasio and police officer An-
drew Huber engaged in racist, ho-
mophobic and sexist conduct, sev-
eral instances of which were cap-
tured on video.

Mr. Attanasio and Mr. Huber vol-
untarily resigned in late July and
forfeited all accrued compensation
other than what they were entitled
to under federal wage laws. Mr.
Murphy has not resigned. Under
New Jersey employment law, he is
entitled to a hearing.

Mr. Verry presently is a full-time
assistant professor of American Po-
litical and Governmental Affairs at
Centenary University, which has
its main campus in Hackettstown,
NJ. According to the school’s
website, Mr. Verry served in law
enforcement from 1988 until his
retirement in 2008. He is a found-
ing member of the New Jersey In-
ternal Affairs Association and has

been directly and indirectly involved
in more than 1,000 police miscon-
duct investigations. Mr. Verry also
has presented at over 100 seminars
relating to internal affairs investi-
gations.

Unlike most employees who can
be terminated at will, New Jersey
law provides special employment
protections to members of law en-
forcement. In New Jersey, a police
officer can only be removed from his
or her position if he or she voluntar-
ily resign, if they are terminated for
cause, or if a termination is negoti-
ated. The termination for cause pro-
cess in New Jersey is one of the most
onerous in the country. The state is
one of only five in the nation that
does not have an officer decertifica-
tion process, and as a result, it often
requires a criminal conviction be-
fore an officer can be removed. An
officer such as Mr. Murphy, who a
municipality wishes to terminate for
cause, is entitled to a disciplinary
hearing which can take several
months. He or she also is entitled to
a civil appeal if not happy with the
results of the hearing.

In other business, the council ap-
proved two raffle applications,
agreed to participate in the Union
County leaf disposal program, and
approved the appointment of Zanny
Lopez as deputy court administra-
tor at an annual salary of $47,000.

The next meeting of the govern-
ing body will be on Tuesday, Sep-
tember 18, when there will be a
second reading and public hearing
on a proposed ordinance relating to
the size of sheds in the community.


