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As sitting council members, we
pride ourselves on making the
best decisions for Garwood that
we possibly can based on facts
and figures. Making decisions,
even disagreeing on them in the
process, must be based on facts.
Presenting accurate numbers to
the residents is another impor-
tant piece and to do anything
different is irresponsible and un-
ethical.

That’s why we were extremely
dismayed to see a sitting coun-
cilwoman and her campaign team
purposely make up false data as
a method to scare residents into
voting for them. We’ve seen this
tactic used year after year and
haven’t Garwood residents had
enough? However, their “fake
news” can easily be debunked.
It’s easy to see that the GOP’s
math just doesn’t add up.

Let’s take their recent claim on
their campaign materials that the
newly revitalized Hartman Park
cost residents over $200,000.
We couldn’t begin to guess as to
how they arrived at this number,
particularly since Councilwoman
Cuccaro has sat through meet-
ing after meeting where the
park’s financials have been dis-
sected at length.

The park has actually cost the
Garwood taxpayer only
$83,877.83. That number in-
cludes equipment, labor, mulch,
tree removal, paving and vari-
ous legal and publishing fees.
For under $5 a household over
10 years, our town has turned a
30-year-old park, which would
otherwise have to be condemned,
into one with brand new ADA
playground equipment and a
soon-to-be completely repaved
basketball court. This was
achieved by utilizing County
grants to offset costs. The
financials are easily verifiable and
available to the public.

Though the opposition would

have you believe that the park
was haphazardly done, nothing
could be further from the truth.
Plans were disseminated to sit-
ting council members since the
very beginning and updates as
well as cost discussed at each
meeting. In fact, the work was
conservatively done, only going
ahead with the court repaving
when the playground equipment
was finished, thereby ensuring
that taxpayer funds were judi-
ciously utilized. The complete lack
of accuracy in the Garwood GOP
claims only serves to stain a
great project that many people
applaud. If they are willing to
blast our community with false
numbers and blatant lies, one
wonders what other impulsive
decision making the Republican
candidates might do if they are
elected.

It is only too easy to play fast
and loose with the numbers to
try and scare the voters into

Local Letters to the Editor
Ileen Cuccaro Is The Mayor

Garwood Needs And Deserves
My husband and I love Garwood

so much after several years of
living elsewhere we decided to
move back home. We knew this
is where we wanted our kids to
grow up. Garwood is a special
town, a place where neighbors
are friends, where we look out
for each other and most impor-
tantly, a town we are all proud to
reside in.

We are at a crossroads here in
Garwood where we can vote for
the change in leadership that
Garwood needs, and I am writing
to the residents today to encour-
age you to cast your vote for that
change with Ileen Cuccaro.

Ileen has been a resident of
Garwood for 50 years, who
proudly raised her family here.
Over this time, Ileen has been
involved with many town activi-
ties such as Little League, PTA,
Celebrations and town council

just to name a few. She has seen
how our beloved town has
evolved and has experienced
positive and negative changes.

Ileen stepped up and volun-
teered her time on the planning
board to ensure the right deci-
sions were being made for the
residents of Garwood. Here she
sits today on council continuing
to fight for the best interests of
our town and residents. She stood
up to the overdevelopment of
this town when the Democrats
did not. Now we find Garwood’s
future having a higher percent-
age of renters than home own-
ers. Adding approximately 597
rentals to a town less than one
square mile is putting our town
and tax payers at risk.

She fights for our taxes as the
Democrats continue to irrespon-
sibly spend the taxpayer’s dol-
lar. Poor planning and lack of due
diligence on projects such as the
Little League field serves as a
reminder how taxpayers pay the
price for poor decisions. For the
first time in 17 years she was
able to provide the residents with
a zero town tax increase, her first
year on the finance committee.
What makes Ileen the right can-
didate is that she will always put
the residents of Garwood first.

Ileen is here to be the Mayor
and ensure Garwood stays the
small town we all love. Her val-
ues and beliefs are what Garwood
needs. The residents deserve
someone who is running for the
right reasons, not someone who
is using Garwood as a stepping
stone for their political career.

I urge residents to join me and
vote Republican this November.
Ileen Cuccaro for mayor, the lead-
ership Garwood needs and can
trust.

Kimberly Salmon
Garwood

Garwood Dems Dispute GOP Claim
On Costs of Hartman Park

believing something that simply
isn’t true. It is harder to come up
with your own real cost saving
ideas, like Councilwoman Todisco
has implemented over the past
seven years, from negotiating
shared service agreements to
fixing the way crossing guards
were paid to save on each new
hire. We have sat alongside her
making decisions and complet-
ing projects. We have seen first-
hand the careful weight she gives
to the facts in front of her. False
claims and wild numbers do a
true disservice to the residents
who trust in us to make the right
decisions. We urge all voters to
make the right decision this No-
vember by voting for the Todisco-
Ince-Benoit Team. This is the
team that you can trust to care
about facts and do the math.

Garwood Council Persons
Jen Blumenstock (D)

Marc Lazarow (D)

Garwood Needs Strong Leaders Who
Are running for The Right Reasons

As a 30-year reader of The
Westfield Leader, I’ve never once
wrote a letter to the editor, how-
ever, today I feel compelled to
write one given the importance
of the upcoming election in my
home town of Garwood. My hus-
band and I have raised two won-
derful children who are now adults
and I’ve seen both Republican
and Democratic council mem-
bers and mayors come and go. In
the past, I’ve voted for strong
independent individuals from
both parties from one election to
the next and I believe our bor-
ough is at a critical point in our
history and I’ve never been more
determined to elect individuals
who will make the best decisions
for Garwood and not
themselves…I’ve also never been

more fearful of what might hap-
pen if the wrong team were voted
into office this November.

Garwood needs strong leaders
who are running for the right
reasons, not personal financial
gain. We also need leaders who
are true public servants, not those
who may use their positions to
enhance their own business in-
terests. We need leaders who
are competent and appreciate
facts, not those who shoot from
the hip and act out of raw emo-
tion like so many have done in
the past. That’s why I’m voting
for a leadership team who actu-
ally take positions on the issues
and have real ideas on how to
govern! Not candidates who re-
sort to lies and baseless attacks
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Leaders of Promise
Scholars Named

CRANFORD – Union County Col-
lege students Isabel Castillo of
Elizabeth, David Valle of Linden
and Brandan Williams of
Plainfield, have each been named
as Phi Theta Kappa 2018 Coca-
Cola Leaders of Promise Schol-
ars and will each receive $1,000
scholarships.

The Coca-Cola Leaders of Prom-
ise Scholarship Program helps
new Phi Theta Kappa (PTK) mem-
bers offset educational expenses
while enrolled in associate de-
gree programs. Scholars are en-
couraged to take on leadership
roles in PTK programs and are
chosen based on their scholastic
achievement, community ser-
vice, and leadership potential.
Nearly 1,200 applications were
received this year.


