
Ballyhoo New Jersey

Sports, Humor and Commentary

Page S-1  Thursday, October 11, 2018

goleader.com/ballyhoo

BallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhoo
Submit commentary and items for publishing.

Email to ballyhoo@goleader.com

See & Subscribe at
goleader.com/ballyhoo

l'ennemi du journaliste

IOSSO WINS ALL-AROUND, AZZARETTO 2ND ALL-AROUND, INFANTE SETS RECORD ON FLOOR

Cranford Wins Third Straight Cougar Invt’l, Blue Devils 2nd
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Intense moments saturated the
17th Cougar Invitational Gym-
nastics Meet held at Cranford High
School on October 4 but the most
intense moments came down to
the final rotation with the Cranford
Cougars on floor exercise and the
Westfield Blue Devils on the un-
even bars. After three events,
Westfield with a total of 80.850
was leading the Cougars by .675
of a point. But with outstanding
performances by seniors Erin
Infante, Bee Iosso and Gabby

Markase, the fourth-ranked Cou-
gars surged past the Blue Devils
to capture their third straight title
with a total of 108.725

The Blue Devils took second
with a total of 106.05, which was
their highest total of the season.
Summit (S) placed third at 104.45
followed by Scotch Plains-
Fanwood at 103.850 and Dayton
(D) at 100.725. Union (U) took
sixth at 99.175 followed by Union
Catholic (UC) at 98.95 and AL
Johnson (ALJ) at 96.3. It was the
sixth Cougar Classic title for the
Cougars, while the Blue Devils

have won nine titles.
In their first meet of the season

against Westfield, the Cougars set
the bar high, breaking a CHS record
with a team total of 110.375.

“I do think it would be great if
we can get a score like that again,
especially today with all these
teams,” Infante commented prior
to the meet.

“It was really exciting breaking
that score again. We’ve all prac-
ticed really hard to break it and I
think tonight we have a lot of
potential as long as we all hit our
sets. Hopefully we will break that
again,” Markase said.

“Breaking that record the first
meet was definitely something
that we weren’t expecting to do.
We thought we would just go in

and do our best. We set the
expectations high for ourselves.
We have been working really hard
and I think as the season
progresses, we can do even bet-
ter than that,” Iosso said.

The Blue Devils have also im-
proved greatly since their first
meet.

“We are improving because we
are practicing a lot more in beam
because beam was the main fac-
tor that we have been falling on.
Every day we do pressure rou-
tines where everyone is watch-
ing us more often,” senior Kaela
Azzaretto said.

Blue Devil sophomore Allie
Fernandez, who had been par-
ticipating in gymnastics since
Halloween of her first grade year,
added, “It’s especially a result of
doing beam every day. We’ve

been doing pressure routines a
lot. Our main focus has been
sticking routines.”

Senior Kara Bush, along with
Rachel Tang, Jessie Friebely and
Elena Wollman, have been se-
lected as the Raiders’ team cap-
tains and since the beginning of
the season have put up some
very respectable team totals with
their highest being 104.85
against ALJ.

“We are feeling better about
the later meets. We’ve had easier
judges that have helped because
we had harder judges at the start
and we weren’t breaking 100.
These later meets have boosted
our confidence a lot,” said Bush,
who added, “Freshman TT
[Singletary] is definitely a key
player. She’s competing all-
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