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Mostly Music

Other concert dates: 

 

  presents its first chamber music 

concert of the season  
 

Sunday, October 21, 2018 at 3:30  

NEW SEASON, NEW VENUE...Internationally acclaimed Slovak-American violinist Filip Pogády joins New Jersey
Festival Orchestra, led by Music Director David Wroe, on Saturday October 13, at 7 p.m., at First United Methodist Church,
Westfield, for the orchestra’s 2018-2019 season opening concert Made in America. Mr. Pogády will perform Max Bruch’s
Violin Concerto No. 1, one of the most enduringly popular concertos in the entire classical repertoire. See article to the right.

‘Mostly Music’ Season Showcases
The Nation’s Greatest Musicians

By CAROLINE MCNAMARA
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — This season
Mostly Music will host five perfor-
mances showcasing an array of talent
from the nation’s greatest musicians
at Westfield’s very own Temple
Emanu-El. The concert series will
run from late October through May.

“Mostly Music is really about pre-
senting some of the greatest Chamber
Music repertoire for the audience,”
said the notable Artistic Director Paul
Neubauer. “It’s not just all music, it’s
also a little talk about the piece, the
people who are playing and the com-
poser, which I think gives it a more
relaxed feel than perhaps going into
New York City.”

This season includes a wide variety
of concerts to attend. Two performances
are very special this season. The first
performance includes a piece inspired
by Edgar Allen Poe’s The Mask of Red
Death with a simultaneous narration,
while the third performance is antici-
pated to be an all-star event.

The Sunday afternoon concerts
planned for this season are:

October 21, 2018: This concert fea-
tures Sivan Magen (Harp), Kerry
McDermott (Violin), Clara Neubauer
(Violin), Oliver Neubauer (Violin),
Carmit Zori (Violin), Paul Neubauer
(Viola), Sophie Shao (Cello), and
Stephen Lee Anderson (Narrator). There
are four pieces throughout the course of
this event: String Quartet No. 2 in D-flat
Major, Op. 15 by ErnQ Dohnányi,
“Danses sacrée et profane” for Harp
and Strings by Claude Debussy, “Night
Time” for Violin and Harp by Sebastian
Currier, and “Conte Fantastique” by
André Caplet after The Mask of the Red
Death by E. A. Poe for Harp, String
Quartet and Narrator.

February 3, 2019: This concert fea-
tures James Austin Smith (Oboe), Pe-
ter Kolkay (Bassoon), Paul Neubauer
(Viola), and Gloria Chien (Piano).
There are six pieces throughout the

course of this event: “Schilflieder” for
Oboe, Viola and Piano Op. 28 “Fan-
tasy Pieces after Poems by Lenau” by
August Klughardt, “Retracing” for
Solo Bassoon and “Au quai” for Bas-
soon and Viola by Elliott Carter, So-
nata for Bassoon and Piano in G Ma-
jor, Op. 168 by Camille Saint-Saëns,
Two Rhapsodies “L’Étang” and “La
Cornemuse” for Oboe, Viola and Pi-
ano by Charles Martin Loeffler, Noc-

turne for Piano in Db major Op. 27,
No. 2 by Frédéric Chopin, and Trio for
Oboe, Bassoon and Piano, FP 43 by
Francis Poulenc.

March 24, 2019: This concert fea-
tures Benjamin Beilman (Violin),
Bella Hristova (Violin), Arnaud
Sussman (Violin), Paul Neubauer
(Viola), Fred Sherry (Cello), Anthony
Manzo (Bass), and Jeffrey Grossman
(Harpsichord). There are six pieces
throughout this concert: Concerto in
A Minor for Violin, Strings, and
Continuo, BWV 1041 by Johann
Sebastian Bach, Concerto in D Minor
for Violin, Strings, and Continuo, Op.
45 by Giuseppe Tartini, Concerto in
C Major for Violin, Strings, and
Continuo, Hob. VIIa:1 by Franz Jo-
seph Haydn, Concerto in C major “In
the Style of Vivaldi” by Fritz Kreisler,
Violin Concerto in B-Flat Major for

Violin, Strings, and Continuo, Op.
10, No. 1 by Jean-Marie Leclair, and
Concerto in E Major for Violin,
Strings, and Continuo, BWV 1042 by
Johann Sebastian Bach.

April 14, 2019: This concert fea-
tures Paul Neubauer (Viola), Peter
Wiley (Cello), and William Wolfram
(Piano). There are six pieces through-
out this performance:  Trio for Piano,
Viola and Cello based on the Sextet,
Op. 81b by Ludwig van Beethoven
and Arranged by Carl Ernst Naumann,
Sonata for Cello and Piano in G Mi-
nor, Op. 65 by Frédéric Chopin, “The
Butterflies Are Dust” for Solo Viola –
World Premiere by David Brin, “Im-
promptu” for Viola and Piano – New
Jersey Premiere by Dmitri
Shostakovich, and Trio for Viola
(Clarinet), Cello and Piano in A Mi-
nor, Op. 114 by Johannes Brahms.

May 19, 2019: This concert features
Ani Kavafian (Violin), Ida Kavafian
(violin), Paul Neubauer (Viola), Ed-
ward Arron (Cello) and Keith
Robinson (Cello). There are two ma-
jor pieces throughout this performance,
Suite for Strings, Op. 8 by Alfredo
D’Ambrosio and Quintet for Strings
in C Major, D. 956 by Franz Schubert.

“When you’re here listening to the
music, it speaks to you in a way which
brings up certain emotions and one
wonders why does listening to music
of this depth bring out those emo-
tions,” said Mr. Neubauer. “For ex-
ample, Beethoven brings out all kinds
of emotions, the depth of the writing
is so strong in the piece that this music
lasts for centuries and that’s what
makes classical music so amazing.”

Go to mostlymusic.org for details
about the programs and a subscrip-
tion form for the 2018-2019 season.
Individual tickets for each concert
are available for $35. Those under 21
are free. Call (973) 762-0108 with
any questions.

Artistic Director Paul Neubauer

A Celebration of Composers to be
Heard Saturday at NJFO

WESTFIELD — The New Jersey
Festival Orchestra (NJFO) season
opens dramatically on Saturday, Oc-
tober 13, at 7 p.m. in a brand-new
venue: The First United Methodist
Church (FUMC) in Westfield. NJFO
Music Director David Wroe ex-
plained, “I am thrilled to bring the
orchestra to perform at this exciting
new location. The wood in this inti-
mate space adds a dynamic rarely
found in regular performing spaces
and the sound bounces off the walls,
becoming revitalized and blended.
We are honored that Reverend Will-
iams and his team at FUMC are
partnering with us.”

The concert is a celebration of com-
posers and artists who came to the
United States from abroad and were
inspired by what they found. On the
program is cocktail of American mu-
sic in motion that includes the Afri-
can-American rhythms of Porgy and
Bess Fantasy, from America’s pre-
mier folk opera, the driving pulses of
Serge Rachmaninov’s Symphonic
Dances, composed on Long Island,
and a special guest appearance by
Slovak-American violinist Filip
Pogády.

Mr. Pogády will perform Max
Bruch’s Violin Concerto No. 1, one of
the most enduringly popular concer-
tos in the entire classical repertoire,
admired for its lyrical melodies, which
span almost the entire range of the
instrument. It was recently listed as
No. 1 in the UK’s Classic FM Hall of
Fame, the annual compilation of the
ultimate chart of classical works.

Continued Wroe, “The lush acous-
tics of FUMC are a perfect fit for this
romantic, passionate and yearning
Concerto.”

Renowned for his unique artistry
and praised by the press for the beauty
of his tone and his “lightning-like
virtuosity,” Mr. Pogády has estab-
lished himself as one of today’s most
exciting instrumentalists. A regular
soloist with the Slovak Philharmonic,
Mr. Pogády has performed in some of
the most renowned concert venues,
such as Lincoln Center New York,
Rudolphinum Prague, Konzerthaus
Vienna, Tel Aviv Opera House and
the Lotte Hall in Seoul.

As a fashion model, Mr, Pogády
has lent his face to high-end labels,
including Calvin Klein and Saks Fifth
Avenue.

Continued Maestro Wroe, “With-
out a doubt, this is a season of cel-
ebration of the American experience!
New Jersey Festival Orchestra as-
pires to transport you beyond the or-
dinary to a place of spiritual ecstasy
with a performance to rival anything
in New York City. I, for one, can’t
wait for the festivities to begin.”

A free, pre-concert lecture by
Michael Rosin will take place at 6
p.m. in the FUMC Fellowship room.
Mr. Rosin’s lectures are complimen-
tary for all ticket holders and are an
engaging way to learn about the mu-
sic and music makers on offer.

Tickets start at $30 (students $15).
Discounted ticket packages, saving
up to 20 percent over regular prices,
are also available. Single tickets and
“mix and match” packages may be
purchased directly from the NJFO
office located at 224 E. Broad Street
or by calling the box office at (908)
232-9400. Avoid all ticket fees and
handling charges by purchasing single
tickets or discount packages online at
njfestivalorchestra.org. For further
information, call (908) 232 9400,
email info@njfestivalorchestra.org,
or visit www.njfestivalorchestra.org.

Cranberry Series
Featured in Art Walk
WESTFIELD — On Sunday, Octo-

ber 14, from noon to 4 p.m., Downtown
Westfield will debut an Art Walk featur-
ing works by artists Harry and Wende
Devlin. They created together 28
children’s books including the well-
known Cranberry series, which fea-
tures illustrations and references of
Westfield.  In addition, Mr. Devlin il-
lustrated many Westfield landmarks and
streetscapes, including the Milller Cory
House, the North Side Train Station, E.
Broad St., and The Presbyterian Church.
Some of his drawings are hanging in the
Westfield Library, Reeve House and
the Westfield Area Chamber of Com-
merce. The Art Walk will also feature
other artists whose works will be dis-
played in stores throughout downtown.


