
Ballyhoo New Jersey

Sports, Humor and Commentary

Page S-13  Thursday, November 29, 2018

goleader.com/ballyhoo

Superintendent Rubin made
clear the demographer’s report
will be available on Tuesday,
December 11, for public review
and will be openly discussed at
the Monday, December 17, pub-
lic meeting to be held at 7 p.m. at
Cranford High School.

Cranford resident Christopher
Acosta addressed the board with
data collected from a survey of
422 residents of Cranford about
the Reimagining proposal and
the October 30 meeting.

In a quick overview, Mr. Acosta
found that many people in
Cranford who were unhappy with
the proposal found the bussing
situation, traffic and the break-
ing up of the neighborhood envi-
ronment to be top reasons for
discontentment.

Mr. Acosta will give a more
detailed presentation of his find-
ings at a future board meeting.

The next regular board meet-
ing is scheduled for Monday, De-
cember 10.

Discussions about the Cranford
Reimagining proposal continue
with individual school meetings
on December 6 at Bloomingdale
Avenue School and December 13
at Hillside Avenue School, both
at 7 p.m. The December 4 meet-
ing planned at the high school
has been canceled.

Association Local 117 partici-
pated in “No-Shave November”
with a goal to raise $2,500 for
cancer research. The department
raised more than “$4,000 for a
cure,” stated Councilwoman
Bianco in her police department
subcommittee report.

The department will host a
“Double-Down December” cam-
paign. The community can par-
ticipate by visiting the Garwood
Police Department Local 117
home page at noshave.org,
stated Ms. Bianco.
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CRANFORD — The township
committee voted unanimously to
pass on second reading an ordi-
nance, Tuesday night, in direct
connection with the proposed
Verizon cellular tower on the site
of Union County College (UCC).

The ordinance is designed to
amend the Cranford code, “al-
lowing the township to have more
say in which sites are chosen,”
said Mayor Thomas H. Hannen,
Jr., when addressing a citizen
during the public comment por-
tion of the committee’s regular
meeting. “This adds additional
language to the land develop-
ment code.”

A recent proposal to build a
130-foot cell tower has been met
by strong opposition from resi-
dents who cite potential nega-
tive health side effects, along
with the fear of depreciation in
real-estate values and the tower
becoming an eyesore for resi-
dents living around the UCC cam-
pus. Additionally, critics have ex-
pressed reservations that the
tower is not necessary in ex-
panding coverage, but will func-
tion as an additional source of
revenue for the school at the
expense of Cranford residents.

Union County College contends
that the cell tower will help pro-
vide coverage and cellular ser-
vice throughout the campus, a
vital asset in an age where the
threat of on-campus violence has
become increasingly prevalent.
The prospective Verizon tower is
seen by those in favor of its
construction as a critical means
of sharing emergency informa-
tion with students, faculty and
others affected by a potential
on-campus emergency.

Tuesday’s meeting also marked
an important step in spreading
pancreatic cancer awareness.
Mayor Hannen took the opportu-
nity, “on behalf of the township
committee and the Township of

Cranford,” to proclaim Novem-
ber 2018 as Pancreatic Cancer
Awareness Month.

Annually, pancreatic cancer
claims the lives of 44,330 and is
projected to claim the lives of
approximately 1,300 people in
New Jersey alone.

Mayor Hannen was joined by
Dr. Lee Cohen, who was pre-
sented with and accepted the
committee’s proclamation with
his wife, Teresa, and daughter,
Elizabeth.

Dr. Cohen explained his com-
mitment to spreading awareness,
including the loss of his father,
who passed away from the dis-
ease at age 59. “My father wanted
to live to see his first grand-
daughter, and he made it right
until she was born, passing away
soon afterwards,” he said. “Un-
fortunately, so many people I
know have been affected by the
disease,” Dr. Cohen said, address-
ing the committee and the public.

Dr. Cohen mentioned his in-
volvement with pancan.org and

the importance of proclamations
like Cranford’s in spreading
awareness. Pancreatic cancer is
one of the most lethal forms of
cancer, with symptoms emerg-
ing in the later stages, making it
extremely difficult to treat.

“There are so many Americans
and people of the world dying at
an increased rate from pancre-
atic cancer,” Dr. Cohen said. “It’s
poised to become the second-
biggest cancer killer in 2020.”

In committee news, Commis-
sioner Mary O’Connor, address-
ing the issue of legalized recre-
ational marijuana, made an an-
nouncement in connection to her
comments during Monday night’s
workshop meeting.

In regards to the issue of the
pending legislation dealing with
legalized recreational marijuana,
“one proposal we are going to
move forward on is assembling a
local panel that brings together
experts in law, public safety, plan-

ning and zoning, education,
church and community organi-
zations and residents, to look at
this issue objectively.”

Commissioner O’Connor said she
intends for the panel to present
factual information to the public,
so the township can decide the
place, if any, legalized recreational
marijuana will have in Cranford.

“This is significant legislation
and we need to be informed,”
Commissioner O’Connor said. “If
anyone is interested in serving on
this panel, especially if you can
bring a particular expertise, please
contact Commissioner (Jean-
Albert) Maisonneuve, or myself.”

The committee also thanked
Cub Scout Pack 103, Den 15,
including members Lucas Ruela,
Brian Butka, Kyle Marks and
Patrick D. McDevitt, local fifth
graders from Livingston Avenue
School, who helped kick off the
night’s proceedings by taking the
lead during the flag salute.

Tensions Mount Cranford Passes Ordinance on Cell Tower Locations
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STRAIGHT As...Three proud fifth graders from Garwood’s Lincoln School
display their Honor Society Certificate after earning straight As on their report
card. The certificates were awarded by the Garwood Board of Education on
November 20, 2018. The students are, from left to right: Dylan Mason, Leonardo
Ruggiero, and Anthony Di Iorio.

Connor Fitch Honored
As Bowdoin Scholar

CRANFORD -- Connor Fitch, of
Cranford, was honored as a Sa-
rah and James Bowdoin Scholar
at Bowdoin College during the
Sarah and James Bowdoin Day
ceremony on October 19, to
honor those undergraduates who
distinguish themselves with ex-
cellence in scholarship. Mr. Fitch
is a Book Award winner, and is a
member of the Bowdoin College
Class of 2021. Mr. Fitch is earn-
ing a major in undeclared.

Those students who are desig-
nated Sarah and James Bowdoin
Scholars are in the top (highest
GPA) 20 percent of each class for
the previous academic year. In
addition, those scholars who
earned a GPA of 4.0 are desig-
nated Sarah and James Bowdoin
Book Award winners.


