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clude 310 Centennial Avenue, a
project bringing in 41.67 units/
acre, with an Realistic Develop-
ment Potential (RDP) of four
units set aside. However, the
owner had filed a lawsuit saying
its Cranford zoning board ap-
proval did not stipulate an af-
fordable-housing component
and so the township settled out
of court where the owner is to
provide two affordable units; 750
Walnut Avenue, at 10 units per
acre, with 41 affordable units
set aside; 109 Walnut Avenue,
at 50 units per acre, with five
affordable units set-aside; 24
South Avenue West, which has
been put on the market for sale,
at 20 units per acre, with three
affordable units set aside; five
existing sites that are group
homes or special needs homes
that total 19 bedrooms; plus,
the proposed North Avenue re-
development area that includes
the municipal parking lot on
North Union Avenue and Spring-
field Avenue, and properties
along the northerly section of
North Avenue between Spring-
field Avenue up to 27 North Av-
enue East, a township-owned
property. Private properties
there include the Cranford Pet
Vet, the gas station on the cor-
ner of Springfield Avenue and
North Avenue, and Tuck Sing
Continental properties at 39-43
North Avenue East. The plan
allocates 30 units per acre, with
eight affordable units set aside.

“It is the township’s intention
to use the redevelopment pro-
cess to coordinate a public/pri-
vate partnership that will result
in a mixed-use inclusionary

project, which includes a mu-
nicipal parking component, ad-
dresses downtown flooding con-
cerns and is designed at a scale
and density that is consistent
with Cranford’s continued efforts
to revitalize its downtown,” the
record states.

Furthermore, “Due to the di-
verse ownership of the parcels
within the proposed redevelop-
ment area, in the event that the
township is unable to implement
the preferred mixed-use
inclusionary redevelopment
project, the township is com-
mitted to utilizing its own prop-
erties within the proposed North
Avenue redevelopment area to
construct a 100 percent afford-
able project in order to satisfy
the RDP generated by the area,”
the record states.

The township is basing its af-
fordable housing set aside of 41
affordable units for 750 Walnut
Avenue on the removal of 10
acres from 30.5 acre site to be
used by PSE&G, which stated
earlier this year desires to pur-
chase 10 to 12 of the 30.5 acres
at 750 Walnut Avenue to place
an electric station necessary to
address aging electric infrastruc-
ture in the vicinity to ensure
continued reliable service for all
residents. The township also
states in the record that should
Hartz fail to negotiate with
PSE&G than the township has
“the power to condemn to pro-
tect the interests of the citizens
in the PSE&G service area.”

In addition to the above, the
township notes that it is being
asked to accept an additional
RDP of 20 units to make up for
the shortfall generated by the
Birchwood site being developed
at a lower density. The addition
of these 20 units increases the

“You need people familiar with
the law enforcement end, the
first responders’ end, with not
just anecdotal things to say, but
who can back up their findings
with facts,” she said. “My recom-
mendation is we go forward with
the panel and look at it through
the prism of Cranford and what’s
going to work for us.”

Ms. O’Connor set an end of
January date as a proposed time
frame. However, Deputy Mayor
Ann Dooley disagreed with the
committee approach.

“I think it’s a planning board
review,” Ms. Dooley said, stating
that all the topics discussed by a
committee would be better served
using the same “categories of
people,” but through Cranford’s
public access channel 35.

Ms. Dooley went on to express
additional reservations regard-
ing the proposed committee, cit-
ing a committee’s tendency to
become overly politicized.

She believes using the plan-
ning board as a way to approach
the issue of retail marijuana
would offer “different views,”
while agreeing with Ms. O’Connor
that retail marijuana belongs in a
public forum, and one that would
benefit from the expertise from
impacted community members.

During the public comment por-
tion of the meeting, Cranford
resident Barbara Krause urged
Cranford officials not to wait for
New Jersey’s final verdict on le-
galizing marijuana, but advo-
cated following suit with other
municipalities and rejecting re-
tail marijuana. “They didn’t wait
to see what the state did; why
should we? Marijuana does not
have a redeeming value; it’s not
worth the negatives.”

Also on the agenda was the
Cranford Police Department’s po-

tential adoption of body-worn
cameras. An initiative from Act-
ing Union County Prosecutor
Michael Monahan calls for outfit-
ting the remaining departments
in Union County, including
Cranford, with body-worn cam-
eras funded with seizure money.
The funds would cover “each
agency’s first year’s incurring
cost,” according to Police Chief
Ryan Greco.

Following a national trend
where body-worn cameras are
seen as a vital part of law en-
forcement, the county hopes to
use money taken from the prop-
erty of criminals to bring police
departments in Union County on
par with other departments in
the country where body-worn
cameras are seen as key to polic-
ing and prosecution.

Currently, Cranford is one of
five police departments in Union
County which has not adopted
the use of body-worn cameras.
The others are Westfield, Union,
Hillside and Winfield Park.

“We as a police department are
in no way, shape or form resis-
tant to body cameras. I would
not want us to be the last in
Union County to get these,” Chief
Greco said.

The Union County prosecutor’s
offer of seizure monies to pur-
chase the body-worn cameras
and their first year’s storage ex-
pires December 31, 2018, thus
requiring the police department
to come up with an additional
$19,000 to cover the cost of
maintenance and storage out-
side the first year of the pro-
gram.

With the December deadline
approaching, the township com-
mittee is looking for the addi-
tional funds for the body-worn
cameras.

township’s RDP to 105 units.
The Court has scheduled oral
argument for this Friday, No-
vember 30, on the issues asso-
ciated with rental bonuses at
which time the Court will make a
determination of whether the
township must increase the RDP
by 20.

Harbor Consultants has also
proposed a North and South Av-
enue overlay zone to provide an
additional 1,439 total units that
would include a 20 percent af-
fordable housing component,
equating to 287 affordable hous-
ing units.

Resident Rita LaBrutto said in
response to the overlay zone
proposed, “I do believe that the
overlay zones where they abut
residential property should be
relooked at.” She is not in favor
of the idea of apartment com-
plexes being erecting in the back-
yards of single-family homes.

Ms. La Brutto also said that
310 Centennial is “a 20-unit risk
to the school system.” She said
the township’s settlement on two
affordable units is under the 15
percent per the township ordi-
nance with a high-density project
and that the township also lost
the bonus credit of a two-family
house it could have received
with a project of that density.
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