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Cranford Files DJ Action
To Negotiate Affordable Housing

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – In an attempt to
negotiate the township obliga-
tion for affordable housing with
the Fair Share Housing Center
(FSHC), on November 20, the
township’s affordable-housing
attorney, Jeffrey Surenian and
Associates, filed a declaratory
judgment (DJ) action on behalf
of the township. The township is
seeking to extend immunity from
builder’s remedy lawsuits past
December 31, 2018, the date
the courts had set for the town-
ship to satisfy its affordable hous-
ing, so that it may enter into a
settlement with FSHC. Surenian
has requested to hear the re-
quest at the Union County Court-
house on Friday, December 7.

Once settled, the township
would have immunity from a
builder’s remedy lawsuit through
July 1, 2025.

The affordable-housing obliga-
tions for Round 3 shows the town-
ship is seeking 147 affordable
units, while the Fair Share Hous-
ing Center is arguing that the
township needs to provide 994,
while the Mercer County decision
yields 440 affordable units. The
township will seek a Vacant Land
Adjustment to the Mercer County
decision, the complaint reads.

In the record, which can be
seen at www.cranfordnj.org, the
township has outlaid how it would
propose to satisfy its prior round
and third round affordable hous-
ing obligations. The township’s
planner, Harbor Consultants, has
proposed to create an overlay
zone along the North Avenue and
South Avenue corridors, a rede-
velopment zone along portions
of North Avenue East, Spring-
field Avenue and North Union
Avenue, as well as designating

group homes, setting aside af-
fordable units in upcoming resi-
dential properties planned and
the current planning board ap-
plication for 750 Walnut Avenue
where owner Hartz Mountain In-
dustries LLC is seeking to rezone
to make way for 905 apartments.

The township has an 85-unit
rehabilitation obligation, the
records reads, and the township
attests in the record that in over
a year it has not received appli-
cations from eligible applicants,
but will continue to advertise the
program.

Bonus credits for apartment
complexes Riverfront Station and
Woodmont along South Avenue
and the SERV group home are
included. “The township will
shuffle and redistribute the af-
fordable units in order to capital-
ize on up to 37 eligible bonus

credits based on the prior round
obligation of 148,” the record
states. The record asserts this
move “satisfies its 37-unit rental
obligation.”

COAH’s (Council on Affordable
Housing) Round 2 regulations
permit up to a total of 25 percent
of the new construction obliga-
tion to be satisfied with age-
restricted housing, the record
states. “Therefore, the township
is eligible for 25 percent of 148,
or 37 age-restricted housing
units, to be towards the prior
round. The township is applying
37 age-restricted units from the
constructed and occupied Lin-
coln Apartments project to the
prior round, completing the maxi-
mum allowed age-restricted
units,” the record states.

The planned developments in-

Cranford Discusses
Legalized Marijuana

By JESSE WINTER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — During the town-
ship committee workshop meet-
ing Monday night, the commit-
tee discussed the prospect of
legalized marijuana in New Jer-
sey, and the potential impact of
retail marijuana in Cranford.

“It’s a topic that deserves a
public forum,” Commissioner
Mary O’Connor said. “I don’t think
it’s a decision that the five people
here [the committee] can make.”

After discussing the prospect
of legal marijuana with other lo-
cal government officials, includ-
ing different mayors throughout

New Jersey, Commissioner
O’Connor said she believes the
issue is best addressed through
a community committee or panel
comprised of representatives of
different groups throughout
Cranford.

Ms. O’Connor recommended
members of the community, in-
cluding the board of education,
the Cranford Clergy Council and
the Cranford Municipal Alliance
Committee, along with residents,
form the panel.

She also emphasized the im-
portance of approaching the is-
sue objectively.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
RUNNING FOR COLIN... Runners complete the 5K course for Friday’s
Friends of Colin Turkey Trot in Unami Park in Cranford. The event is dedicated
to Colin Maher and raises funds for the fight against Ewing’s sarcoma. Colin
passed away of the pediatric bone cancer at the age of 16.

Jesse Winter for The Westfield Leader
PANCREATIC CANCER AWARENESS...Dr. Lee Cohen, pictured left, with
his wife, Teresa, and daughter, Elizabeth, is presented with a proclamation
Tuesday by the Cranford Township Committee to proclaim November 2018 as
Pancreatic Cancer Awareness Month.
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