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“This was really fun. I am out
here with my Bro’s and we were
just having a blast playing foot-
ball,” expressed Simpson

“It was cold but this was our
last game, so we wanted to take
it in and make the best of it. It’s
a bittersweet feeling. It’s fun to
win but it’s our last game,” Levy
said

Establishing a running game on
the rock solid turf did not go well
for either team in the first quar-
ter then on the next to last play
of the quarter, Freer pounced on
a Cardinal fumble at the Plainfield
36. After a few running plays,
Shapiro went to the air and con-
nected with Rooney for 10 yards.
Martini added an eight-yard run
then Shapiro tossed a 12-yard
touchdown strike to Smith with
8:45 left in the second quarter.
Mack Prybylski spilt the uprights
for the first of his three points
after.

Plainfield’s next possession

went backwards and a punt gave
Westfield possession at the Car-
dinal 37. After a 10-yard pen-
alty, Shapiro hit Rooney on the
right side, where he broke to-
ward the center and sprinted to
the end zone to complete the 47-
yard touchdown with 5:14 left in
the half. The point after attempt
failed.

Freer’s fumble recovery of the
onside kick at the start of the

third quarter put the Blue Devils
back in business again. Martini
broke lose with a 29-yard run
then a five-yard Cardinal penalty
put the ball on the seven. Three
plays later with the ball on the
four, Shapiro rolled to the right
and the Cardinal defense fol-
lowed. Except Norris, who drifted
all alone into the end zone.
Shapiro looked back and popped
him the ball for the touchdown.

“I ran a comeback. Went right
rolling out with Hank. It was a
play designed for me to roll away
from the flow. Hank’s supposed
to roll out right, I go left. Hank
just looked back and I was wide
open. I was just waiting for it to
come. I knew it was going to be
there. It worked out,” Norris de-
scribed.

Westfield’s longest scoring drive
of the game came next. With the
ball on the 29 it took six plays to
cover the 71 yards. On a third-
and-nine, Rooney grabbed

Shapiro’s pass and dashed 44
yards to the Plainfield 29. After a
penalty and two-yard reception
by Smith, it was the Shapiro-to-
Rooney connection that resulted
in a 32-yard score with 3:33 left
in the third quarter.

On his touchdowns, Rooney ex-
plained, “We practice so much on
that play. It’s a waggle. It’s a play
we love to do. All I had to do was
just read my signs and make the
play. That’s all coaching. We kept
setting up the backside post and
it was just wide open. Hank threw
a good ball and all I had to do was
catch it and run wide open.”

The Blue Devil reserves took
over in the fourth quarter and
prevented the Cardinals from
scoring.

Westfield finished its season
with a 4-7 record but its strength
of schedule was deep. And the
majority of the team will return
next year.

“I think they can go far next

year. They have a lot of skill and
if they work hard, I think they
can go far,” Simpson said.

“I like this freshman class who
are going to be sophomores next
year. They are a talented class.
When we put the stuff together,
I think we are going to be a
dangerous team next year. This
is one game that’s going to start
a streak next year,” said Freer,
who added, “Bigger, stronger,
more experienced. We are going
to be used to it next year.”

“It’s great to go out with a win
with the last game of my season.
Next year they are going to have
a good squad. These are my
brothers, they are my family. I
am going to be their biggest
fan,” Smith expressed.
Westfield   0 13 14   0 27
Plainfield   0   0   0   0 0

Blue Devils Blank Plainfield Cardinals on Thanksgiving Day Football Classic, 27-0
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