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l'ennemi du journaliste

SHAPIRO TO ROONEY FOR TWO TDS; NORRIS TD, SMITH TD; FREER 2 FUMBLE RECOVERIES

Blue Devils Blank Cardinals on Thanksgiving Grid Day, 27-0
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Wise people decided to remain
in the comfort of their homes but
a number of hearty souls weath-
ered the coldest Thanksgiving
Day football game in 117 years
to witness the 114th rivalry show-
down between the Westfield High
School football team and the
Plainfield Cardinals at Hub Stine
Field in Plainfield on November
22. Despite the chill, the Blue
Devils still had some aerial fire
power, while the Cardinals had

some icing on their wings and
remained grounded in a 27-0
Westfield triumph.

Since the rivalry began in 1900
(not on Thanksgiving Day), the
Blue Devils now hold a 62-45-7
edge on the Cardinals. Since the
year 2000, the Blue Devils have
won 15 and the Cardinals have
won four.

Junior quarterback Hank
Shapiro completed 10 of 11
passes for 164 yards including
four touchdowns. His favorite
receiver on this day was junior

Griffin Rooney, who had five re-
ceptions for 140 yards, including
two grabs that led to touchdowns
of 47 yards and 32 yards. Co-
captain Emmett Smith had a 12-
yard touchdown catch and a two-
yard reception. Senior tight end
Tommy Norris (2 receptions, 7
yards) had a four-yard touch-
down grab. Junior John Czarnecki
had a three-yard reception. Jun-
ior running back Nick Martini car-
ried 15 times for 74 yards.

Cardinal quarterback Jamir
Esaw passed only twice in the
first half and one was intercepted
by Rooney once. He tried seven
more times in the second half
and completed just one for mi-
nus two yards. The 2-9 Cardi-

nals’ ground game was not much
better as they kept spinning their
wheels on the frozen natural turf
to go with being stopped in their
tracks by an aggressive Blue Devil
defense led by junior Colin Freer,
who recovered a fumble in the
first quarter and added another

fumble recovery on an onside
kick at the start of the second
half to go with a throw for a loss
and a 12-yard sack.

“It was a cold game out here. I
was just trying to make the best
out of it and trying to have fun
with my team. It’s the last game
for the seniors. We wanted to
have fun out here and we did,”
Freer said.

In addition to co-captain Noah
Levy, linebackers Dan Shakal and
Reid Colwell, and linemen
Jonathan Heard, Matt O’Conner
and Henry Meiselman, defensive
backs co-captains Jordan
Simpson and Smith plugged the
lanes to prevent any big gains. In
fact, the Cardinals’ biggest gain
came on a 12-yard forward
fumble.
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