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HPC to Send Out Mailing
To Potential Historic Homes
By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) will begin a targeted mailing in January to
homeowners whose homes can be
designated as historic, stated HPC
Chairwoman Kelley Kessler at the
commission’s meeting on Monday.
Ms. Kessler stated that the mailing is
meant to engage the homeowner to
understand the benefits historic preservation brings from a homeownerfinancial perspective alongside historic preservation’s role in the “town
master housing plan.”
The mailing will describe what a
historic preservation designation entails, the attainment process, and why

historic preservation is important,
stated Ms. Kessler.
Starting in January and throughout the new year, the HPC will hold
a “speaker series” featuring architect Greg Blasi discussing historic
preservation including building materials, preservation methods, and
how historic preservation can be assured during the building process.
In addition, the “speaker series”
will include an “unnamed real-estate
market specialist” to explain the financial incentives for a homeowner
to have his or her home “historically
designated,” Ms. Kessler said.
During its business agenda, the
commission approved a resolution
designating Robert L. Newell’s and
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CHRISTMAS TREE LIGHTING...Westfield’s Christmas Tree on North Avenue
was lit Sunday night. Santa and Mrs. Claus attended the annual event.

DWC Discusses Holiday
Events, Addams Tavern
By DOMINIC A. LAGANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The Downtown
Westfield Corporation (DWC), management entity of the Special Improvement District (SID), held its
final board of directors’ meeting of
2018 on Monday night.
Sherry Cronin, executive director
of the DWC, reported on the “Welcome Home to Westfield” events that
occurred over this past weekend.
Last Friday and Saturday, shoppers
were treated to free parking in the
downtown area on “Black Friday”
and “Small Business Saturday,” authorized by the Town of Westfield.
“We like to say, if you love
Westfield, shop small, dine small,
shop Westfield,” stated Ms. Cronin.
“Whether it is supporting the small
independents or the national stores
that we call our own in downtown, it’s
important to remind people to support downtown.”
Ms. Cronin also noted that free
parking will return to the downtown
area from Saturday, December 15, to
Tuesday, January 1, 2019, so as to
encourage holiday shopping locally.
Also this past weekend the

Westfield community was invited to
take photos with Santa and Mrs. Claus,
which was sponsored jointly by the
DWC and Lord & Taylor. Over the
course of the weekend, more than
450 families took advantage of the
occasion.
After additional photos with families on Sunday, Santa and Mrs. Claus
were transported to the North Avenue
train station via fire truck to oversee
the town’s annual tree lighting.
According to Ms. Cronin, the holiday tree lighting is a Westfield tradition dating from at least 1974. “It’s
really well received and people come
from all over for the events,” she said.
As in the past, the DWC has sponsored several music groups and carolers who entertain residents in the
downtown area on Thursday evenings,
Saturday afternoons and Sunday afternoons during the month of December. A full schedule may be found on
the DWC’s website, located at
WestfieldToday.com.
Ms. Cronin also promoted the
Miracle on Elm Street contest. “Businesses just need to encourage their
customers to enter the contest. We
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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CHRISTMAS SEASON TUNES...The Westfield Community Band performs at
Sunday night’s Westfield Christmas tree lighting ceremony.
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Pamela R. Newell’s home at 603
Clark Street as historic. The home is
a two-bay wide, and two-and-onehalf-story, Queen Anne-style house
with a front gable roof.
Historic architect Margaret A.
Hickey reviewed a report prepared
by her firm describing the site location and boundaries as consistent
with the criteria set forth in
Westfield’s historic-preservation ordinance.
“The home is a fine example of
the half-timbered variety of the
Queen Anne style, exhibiting many
characteristics features and finishes,”
said Ms. Hickey during a public hearing in October.
Ms. Hickey identified notable “historic features consistent with the
Queen Anne architectural style.”
Noted historical architectural features are “a simple door and window
surrounds, projecting peak gables,
grouped windows, heavy turned
wood posts with solid spandrels at
the porch, an asymmetrical façade
with a one-story full-width porch
that wraps to one side, and a dominant front facing gable with a shorter
stacked gable projection,” said Ms.
Hickey during her October testimony.
The Newells’ home is the third to
receive a historic designation in recent months, stated Ms. Kessler.
In other business, resident Deborah
Burslem said for six years she has
asked various HPC members and
town council members to fill out an
application allowing Mindowaskin
Park be designated as a state- or
federally- recognized park. Ms.
Burslem said the designation would
allow her to apply for funding grants
to upkeep or improve the park.
“Ms. Burslem, though it may be
frustrating after six years of requests
and discussions, could you please
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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A VISIT FROM THE NORTH POLE...Santa is greeted by crowds of children and parents as he arrives for Sunday night’s
lighting of the Westfield Christmas Tree on North Avenue.

Cranford Files DJ Action
To Negotiate Affordable Housing
By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – In an attempt to
negotiate the township obligation for
affordable housing with the Fair Share
Housing Center (FSHC), on November 20, the township’s affordable-housing attorney, Jeffrey Surenian and Associates, filed a declaratory judgment
(DJ) action on behalf of the township.
The township is seeking to extend
immunity from builder’s remedy lawsuits past December 31, 2018, the date
the courts had set for the township to

Cranford Discusses
Legalized Marijuana
By JESSE WINTER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — During the township committee workshop meeting
Monday night, the committee discussed the prospect of legalized marijuana in New Jersey, and the potential
impact of retail marijuana in Cranford.
“It’s a topic that deserves a public
forum,” Commissioner Mary
O’Connor said. “I don’t think it’s a
decision that the five people here [the
committee] can make.”
After discussing the prospect of
legal marijuana with other local government officials, including different
mayors throughout New Jersey, Commissioner O’Connor said she believes
the issue is best addressed through a
community committee or panel comprised of representatives of different
groups throughout Cranford.
Ms. O’Connor recommended members of the community, including the
board of education, the Cranford
Clergy Council and the Cranford
Municipal Alliance Committee, along
with residents, form the panel.
She also emphasized the importance of approaching the issue objectively.
“You need people familiar with the
law enforcement end, the first responders’ end, with not just anecdotal
things to say, but who can back up
their findings with facts,” she said.
“My recommendation is we go forward with the panel and look at it
through the prism of Cranford and
what’s going to work for us.”
Ms. O’Connor set an end of January date as a proposed time frame.
However, Deputy Mayor Ann Dooley
disagreed with the committee approach.
“I think it’s a planning board review,” Ms. Dooley said, stating that
all the topics discussed by a committee would be better served using the

same “categories of people,” but
through Cranford’s public access
channel 35.
Ms. Dooley went on to express
additional reservations regarding the
proposed committee, citing a
committee’s tendency to become
overly politicized.
She believes using the planning
board as a way to approach the issue
of retail marijuana would offer “different views,” while agreeing with
Ms. O’Connor that retail marijuana
belongs in a public forum, and one
that would benefit from the expertise
from impacted community members.
During the public comment portion of the meeting, Cranford resident
Barbara Krause urged Cranford officials not to wait for New Jersey’s
final verdict on legalizing marijuana,
but advocated following suit with
other municipalities and rejecting retail marijuana. “They didn’t wait to
see what the state did; why should
we? Marijuana does not have a redeeming value; it’s not worth the negatives.”
Also on the agenda was the
Cranford Police Department’s potential adoption of body-worn cameras.
An initiative from Acting Union
County Prosecutor Michael Monahan
calls for outfitting the remaining departments in Union County, including Cranford, with body-worn cameras funded with seizure money. The
funds would cover “each agency’s
first year’s incurring cost,” according
to Police Chief Ryan Greco.
Following a national trend where
body-worn cameras are seen as a vital
part of law enforcement, the county
hopes to use money taken from the
property of criminals to bring police
departments in Union County on par
with other departments in the country
where body-worn cameras are seen

The township has an 85-unit rehabilitation obligation, the records
reads, and the township attests in the
record that in over a year it has not
received applications from eligible
applicants, but will continue to advertise the program.
Bonus credits for apartment complexes Riverfront Station and
Woodmont along South Avenue and
the SERV group home are included.
“The township will shuffle and redistribute the affordable units in order to
capitalize on up to 37 eligible bonus
credits based on the prior round obligation of 148,” the record states. The
record asserts this move “satisfies its
37-unit rental obligation.”
COAH’s (Council on Affordable
Housing) Round 2 regulations permit
up to a total of 25 percent of the new
construction obligation to be satisfied
with age-restricted housing, the record
states. “Therefore, the township is eligible for 25 percent of 148, or 37 agerestricted housing units, to be towards
the prior round. The township is applying 37 age-restricted units from the
constructed and occupied Lincoln
Apartments project to the prior round,
completing the maximum allowed agerestricted units,” the record states.
The planned developments include
310 CentennialAvenue, a project bringing in 41.67 units/acre, with an Realistic Development Potential (RDP) of
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

CHRISTMAS TREE SALE...Westfield Area Y Men’s Club members and volunteers unload trees from a truck for this year’s sale. The club has held its annual
Christmas tree sale at the Elm Street field since 1953. All proceeds are donated to
local charities and non-profit organizations. The event is run by club members
from Westfield, Scotch Plains, Mountainside and Cranford, along with many
volunteers from area organizations and local youth. Trees are on sale now through
Saturday, December 22, or until trees run out. Lot hours are 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Saturday and Sunday, and 5 to 9 p.m. Monday through Friday.
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Congratulations
to the Top Team
of the Month!
Sherrie Natko Team

satisfy its affordable housing, so that it
may enter into a settlement with FSHC.
Surenian has requested to hear the
request at the Union County Courthouse on Friday, December 7.
Once settled, the township would
have immunity from a builder’s remedy lawsuit through July 1, 2025.
The affordable-housing obligations
for Round 3 shows the township is
seeking 147 affordable units, while
the Fair Share Housing Center is arguing that the township needs to provide
994, while the Mercer County decision yields 440 affordable units. The
township will seek a Vacant Land Adjustment to the Mercer County decision, the complaint reads.
In the record, which can be seen at
www.cranfordnj.org, the township has
outlaid how it would propose to satisfy
its prior round and third round affordable housing obligations. The
township’s planner, Harbor Consultants, has proposed to create an overlay
zone along the NorthAvenue and South
Avenue corridors, a redevelopment
zone along portions of North Avenue
East, Springfield Avenue and North
Union Avenue, as well as designating
group homes, setting aside affordable
units in upcoming residential properties planned and the current planning
board application for 750 Walnut Avenue where owner Hartz Mountain
Industries LLC is seeking to rezone to
make way for 905 apartments.

Michele Miller
Sales Associate
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Tensions Mount Over
Cranford Reimagining Plan
By ROBYN ORR-GIOFFRE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader
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RUNNING FOR COLIN... Runners complete the 5K course for Friday’s Friends
of Colin Turkey Trot in Unami Park in Cranford. The event is dedicated to Colin
Maher and raises funds for the fight against Ewing’s sarcoma. Colin passed away
of the pediatric bone cancer at the age of 16.

DWC Discusses Events
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

drop off cards to all the businesses
and have a drawing every week for
six $50 gift cards.”
In other news, the board discussed
the recent revelation that the Addams
Tavern Restaurant is on track to reopen this December. Opened in November 2016, the restaurant was
known for its “farm-to-table” cuisine
and its extensive wine list.
The building’s landlord filed two
lawsuits regarding the irregular construction of the restaurant, the second
of which was filed against Harvest
Restaurant Group, LLC (owners of
Addams Tavern) and the Town of
Westfield for not adequately responding to the original lawsuit.
As a result of the lawsuit, the restaurant was closed in December 2017
to address the issues and has remained

closed since that time. Ms. Cronin
stated that renovations have been
ongoing in the past year and noted the
workers were “moving furniture into
the space today (Monday).
“Our understanding is that the last
inspection is scheduled to take place on
December 5. Provided everything goes
as planned, the reopening should be
shortly thereafter,” stated Ms. Cronin.
“It will be great to see the space reactivated as it draws many people to Downtown Westfield. It has been sorely
missed in the last year since it was
closed. Because it was a destination, it
is great for neighboring businesses, too.”
The DWC’s next board of directors’ meeting, open to the public, is
scheduled for Monday, January 28, at
7:30 p.m. The DWC office is located
at 105 Elm Street.

Cranford Files Court Action
Re. Afforable Housing
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

four units set aside. However, the owner
had filed a lawsuit saying its Cranford
zoning board approval did not stipulate
an affordable-housing component and
so the township settled out of court
where the owner is to provide two
affordable units; 750 WalnutAvenue, at
10 units per acre, with 41 affordable
units set aside; 109 Walnut Avenue, at
50 units per acre, with five affordable
units set-aside; 24 South Avenue West,
which has been put on the market for
sale, at 20 units per acre, with three
affordable units set aside; five existing
sites that are group homes or special
needs homes that total 19 bedrooms;
plus, the proposed North Avenue redevelopment area that includes the municipal parking lot on North Union
Avenue and Springfield Avenue, and
properties along the northerly section
of North Avenue between Springfield
Avenue up to 27 North Avenue East, a
township-owned property. Private properties there include the Cranford Pet
Vet, the gas station on the corner of
Springfield Avenue and North Avenue,
and Tuck Sing Continental properties
at 39-43 North Avenue East. The plan
allocates 30 units per acre, with eight
affordable units set aside.
“It is the township’s intention to
use the redevelopment process to coordinate a public/private partnership
that will result in a mixed-use
inclusionary project, which includes
a municipal parking component, addresses downtown flooding concerns
and is designed at a scale and density
that is consistent with Cranford’s continued efforts to revitalize its downtown,” the record states.
Furthermore, “Due to the diverse
ownership of the parcels within the
proposed redevelopment area, in the
event that the township is unable to
implement the preferred mixed-use
inclusionary redevelopment project, the
township is committed to utilizing its
own properties within the proposed
North Avenue redevelopment area to
construct a 100 percent affordable
project in order to satisfy the RDP
generated by the area,” the record states.
The township is basing its afford-

able housing set aside of 41 affordable
units for 750 Walnut Avenue on the
removal of 10 acres from 30.5 acre site
to be used by PSE&G, which stated
earlier this year desires to purchase 10
to 12 of the 30.5 acres at 750 Walnut
Avenue to place an electric station
necessary to address aging electric
infrastructure in the vicinity to ensure
continued reliable service for all residents. The township also states in the
record that should Hartz fail to negotiate with PSE&G than the township
has “the power to condemn to protect
the interests of the citizens in the
PSE&G service area.”
In addition to the above, the township notes that it is being asked to
accept an additional RDP of 20 units
to make up for the shortfall generated
by the Birchwood site being developed at a lower density. The addition
of these 20 units increases the
township’s RDP to 105 units. The Court
has scheduled oral argument for this
Friday, November 30, on the issues
associated with rental bonuses at which
time the Court will make a determination of whether the township must
increase the RDP by 20.
Harbor Consultants has also proposed a North and South Avenue overlay zone to provide an additional 1,439
total units that would include a 20
percent affordable housing component,
equating to 287 affordable housing
units.
Resident Rita LaBrutto said in response to the overlay zone proposed,
“I do believe that the overlay zones
where they abut residential property
should be relooked at.” She is not in
favor of the idea of apartment complexes being erecting in the backyards of single-family homes.
Ms. La Brutto also said that 310
Centennial is “a 20-unit risk to the
school system.” She said the
township’s settlement on two affordable units is under the 15 percent per
the township ordinance with a highdensity project and that the township
also lost the bonus credit of a twofamily house it could have received
with a project of that density.
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PANCREATIC CANCER AWARENESS...Dr. Lee Cohen, pictured left, with his
wife, Teresa, and daughter, Elizabeth, is presented with a proclamation Tuesday
by the Cranford Township Committee to proclaim November 2018 as Pancreatic
Cancer Awareness Month.

CRANFORD — Tensions rose
quickly at Monday’s board of education (BOE) meeting when the discussion turned to the Reimagining
plan that has been proposed by Superintendent Scott Rubin, Ed.D., and
the Cranford BOE.
Tom Byrne, a resident and parent
to two school-age children, stood to
address the board in relation to campaign contributions by Leadership
for Educational Equity in the amount
of $6,543.17 made during what Mr.
Byrne described as a “pivotal schoolboard race” in 2016, from what he
called “a national interest specialty
group.”
“What is the quid pro quo for this
donation and support from a national
special-interest group in our little
town of Cranford, New Jersey?” Mr.
Byrne asked the board.
“What is the board now beholden
to when as we think about this
Reimagining plan?” and “are our tax
dollars supporting the agenda of a
D.C. special-interest group so that a
campaign promise may be made good
upon?” Mr. Byrne further inquired.
Board member Nicole Sherrin
Kessler acknowledged that she was
the board member who received the
contribution from the Leadership for
Educational Equity.
Ms. Kessler expressed gratitude
for the opportunity to address the
issue. She acknowledged her connection with Teach America as both
an alumna and teacher, and further
commented that she was honored to
earn an award as National Teacher
of the Year in her role as a teacher for
Teach America.
Ms. Kessler went on to relay information about an extensive career in
education and told Mr. Byrne, “with
each and every role, equity and doing right by every single one of those
students has been at the heart of what
I am about.”
“There were no promises made,”
Ms. Kessler assured Mr. Byrne, and
further commented that she was selected for this “grant” because of the
work she has done with children.

She told her audience she was “very
proud” she had been given the honor
of receiving this grant.
Referring to the Reimagining plan,
Board Vice-President Lisa Carbone
reminded the audience “this board
cannot make a decision without the
community.”
Board member Patrick Lynch commented that “times change; we need
to evaluate what’s the best for the
town and the children.”
Cranford resident Bill Lapenta addressed the board with concerns
about the Reimagining plan and expressed frustration over not having a
“detailed document” of the plan
available for public viewing.
“We have that information in preliminary form,” Superintendent
Rubin assured Mr. Lapenta. Mr.
Rubin further commented, “We need
to have the conversation with the
community to move forward.”
Superintendent Rubin made clear
the demographer’s report will be
available on Tuesday, December 11,
for public review and will be openly
discussed at the Monday, December
17, public meeting to be held at 7
p.m. at Cranford High School.
Cranford resident Christopher
Acosta addressed the board with data
collected from a survey of 422 residents of Cranford about the
Reimagining proposal and the October 30 meeting.
In a quick overview, Mr. Acosta
found that many people in Cranford
who were unhappy with the proposal
found the bussing situation, traffic
and the breaking up of the neighborhood environment to be top reasons
for discontentment.
Mr. Acosta will give a more detailed presentation of his findings at
a future board meeting.
The next regular board meeting is
scheduled for Monday, December 10.
Discussions about the Cranford
Reimagining proposal continue with
individual school meetings on December 6 at Bloomingdale Avenue
School and December 13 at Hillside
Avenue School, both at 7 p.m. The
December 4 meeting planned at the
high school has been canceled.

Cranford Passes Ordinance
On Cell Tower Locations
By JESSE WINTER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The township
committee voted unanimously to
pass on second reading an ordinance, Tuesday night, in direct connection with the proposed Verizon
cellular tower on the site of Union
County College (UCC).
The ordinance is designed to
amend the Cranford code, “allowing the township to have more say
in which sites are chosen,” said
Mayor Thomas H. Hannen, Jr., when
addressing a citizen during the public comment portion of the
committee’s regular meeting. “This
adds additional language to the land
development code.”
A recent proposal to build a 130foot cell tower has been met by
strong opposition from residents
who cite potential negative health
side effects, along with the fear of
depreciation in real-estate values
and the tower becoming an eyesore
for residents living around the UCC
campus. Additionally, critics have
expressed reservations that the
tower is not necessary in expanding
coverage, but will function as an
additional source of revenue for the
school at the expense of Cranford
residents.
Union County College contends
that the cell tower will help provide
coverage and cellular service
throughout the campus, a vital asset
in an age where the threat of oncampus violence has become increasingly prevalent. The prospective Verizon tower is seen by those
in favor of its construction as a
critical means of sharing emergency
information with students, faculty
and others affected by a potential
on-campus emergency.
Tuesday’s meeting also marked
an important step in spreading pancreatic cancer awareness. Mayor
Hannen took the opportunity, “on
behalf of the township committee
and the Township of Cranford,” to
proclaim November 2018 as Pancreatic Cancer Awareness Month.
Annually, pancreatic cancer
claims the lives of 44,330 and is
projected to claim the lives of approximately 1,300 people in New
Jersey alone.
Mayor Hannen was joined by Dr.
Lee Cohen, who was presented with
and accepted the committee’s proclamation with his wife, Teresa, and
daughter, Elizabeth.
Dr. Cohen explained his commitment to spreading awareness, including the loss of his father, who
passed away from the disease at age
59. “My father wanted to live to see
his first granddaughter, and he made
it right until she was born, passing
away soon afterwards,” he said.
“Unfortunately, so many people I
know have been affected by the
disease,” Dr. Cohen said, addressing the committee and the public.
Dr. Cohen mentioned his involve-

ment with pancan.org and the importance of proclamations like
Cranford’s in spreading awareness.
Pancreatic cancer is one of the most
lethal forms of cancer, with symptoms emerging in the later stages,
making it extremely difficult to treat.
“There are so many Americans
and people of the world dying at an
increased rate from pancreatic cancer,” Dr. Cohen said. “It’s poised to
become the second-biggest cancer
killer in 2020.”
In committee news, Commissioner Mary O’Connor, addressing
the issue of legalized recreational
marijuana, made an announcement
in connection to her comments during Monday night’s workshop meeting.
In regards to the issue of the pending legislation dealing with legalized recreational marijuana, “one
proposal we are going to move forward on is assembling a local panel
that brings together experts in law,
public safety, planning and zoning,
education, church and community
organizations and residents, to look
at this issue objectively.”
Commissioner O’Connor said she
intends for the panel to present factual information to the public, so
the township can decide the place,
if any, legalized recreational marijuana will have in Cranford.
“This is significant legislation and
we need to be informed,” Commissioner O’Connor said. “If anyone is
interested in serving on this panel,
especially if you can bring a particular expertise, please contact
Commissioner (Jean-Albert)
Maisonneuve, or myself.”
The committee also thanked Cub
Scout Pack 103, Den 15, including
members Lucas Ruela, Brian Butka,
Kyle Marks and Patrick D.
McDevitt, local fifth graders from
Livingston Avenue School, who
helped kick off the night’s proceedings by taking the lead during the
flag salute.
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THE PERFECT GINGERBREAD COOKIE...Kids decorate gimgerbread cookies at Sunday night’s Westfield Christmas Tree lighting ceremony on North
Avenue.

Garwood Not to Pursue
Non-Sanctuary Resolution
By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – After public discussion and input from Garwood Police
Chief James Wright and public commentary, the borough council decided
not to move forward with proposing a
similar resolution or following Jackson Township’s resolution, which
would declare Garwood a non-sanctuary city. Councilwoman Ileen
Cuccaro stated she had provided a
copy of Jackson Township’s resolution for council members to review,
allowing a subsequent resolution to
be crafted pertaining to Garwood.
Chief Wright said proposing a resolution supporting Garwood as a sanctuary city or a resolution declaring
Garwood a non-sanctuary city “would
not effect how our jobs are performed.” The borough’s police department strictly adheres to policy
and procedures set forth by the Union
County Prosecutor’s Office and the
New Jersey Attorney General’s Office, stated Chief Wright.
Councilman-elect Michael Ince
said Garwood as a municipality and
even the state’s status as a “sanctuary
state” or city does not impede nor
limit the federal government’s enforcement of federal law. Mr. Ince
defined a sanctuary city as a “local
government refusing to assist the federal authorities in their enforcement
of immigration policy.”
“If Immigration Customs Enforcement (ICE) wants to enforce immigration law in Garwood, or any state
or community, it can. Federal enforcement does not have to ask for
permission or assistance to enforce
federal law, although they often request it,” he said.
Mr. Ince said a sanctuary city status
could put police at odds with federal
authorities. “This is not something
we want to see,” he said.
The federal government has the
“power of purse” and could cut funding to any state or local government
“refusing to adhere to federal law,”
Mr. Ince stated.
Although it has been proposed for
legislation, New Jersey has not been
approved as a “sanctuary state” by
the State Legislature, Mr. Ince said.
“Personally, I have my doubts (New
Jersey becomes a sanctuary state),
especially as it relates to federal funding,” Mr. Ince said.
Councilwoman Stephanie Bianco
said she would not support a resolution declaring Garwood a “non-sanctuary city” after discussing the resolution with Chief Wright.
Ms. Bianco said Chief Wright’s
discussion about how the resolution
would not change actual policing procedures, but would be merely “symbolic,” changed her opinion on the
need for the resolution.
In other business, Councilman Richard McCormick stated that the New
Jersey legislation legalizing recreational marijuana throughout the state
as well as within the borough would
have negative impacts on “the youth”
and “non-users.”
“A tax form? This is what this has
come to? Is that what life is about?”
said Mr. McCormick, criticizing the
state’s need for continuous revenue
described as “never enough.”
“I was 17 once, too. This is on the
record. I tried marijuana,” Mr.
McCormick stated. “For many of my
friends, it was never enough. I watched
my friends continue and constantly
seek the next big high (different
drugs),” Mr. McCormick said.
Mr. McCormick said he wonders
how state legislators “can sleep at

night” knowing a “stoned or high
driver” will kill an innocent person,
acknowledging alcohol and driving
does not mix well with protecting
innocent drivers and neither will drugs
and driving when considering the innocent pedestrians. He said his views
on recreational marijuana were the
views of a concerned councilman,
grandfather and father.
In a separate discussion, Steven
Blaufeder, chairman of the Garwood
Republican Party, questioned “why
there is no longer a nativity scene
outside municipal hall” on display
during the holiday season.
“I’m Jewish. This is not an antiSemitic rant. I don’t feel it is right to
have a menorah, but not a nativity
scene,” Mr. Blaufeder said.
Borough Attorney Bob Renaud
stated that, “many years ago, the
United States Supreme Court ruled a
Christmas tree and the menorah are
not religious symbols.” Mr. Renaud
said, in his opinion and from his religion studies, the “Christmas tree was
originally a religious symbol.”
Mr. Blaufeder stated that “there is a
blessing involved when lighting the
menorah,” solidifying the menorah
as a religious symbol.
Councilwoman Cuccaro said she is
for “freedom of religion, not freedom
from religion.” Ms. Cuccaro said she
supports both a menorah and a nativity scene.
Councilwoman
Jennifer
Blumenstock said Mayor Charles
Lombardo had decided not to display
the nativity scene based on observing
“lawsuits involving other municipalities.” Mayor Lombardo decided to
adhere to court rulings, opting to display “secular” decorations (non-religious symbols) during the holiday
season, Ms. Blumenstock said.
Mayor Lombardo was not present
at Tuesday’s meeting.
Garwood’s Police Benevolent Association Local 117 participated in
“No-Shave November” with a goal to
raise $2,500 for cancer research. The
department raised more than “$4,000
for a cure,” stated Councilwoman
Bianco in her police department subcommittee report.
The department will host a
“Double-Down December” campaign. The community can participate by visiting the Garwood Police
Department Local 117 home page at
noshave.org, stated Ms. Bianco.

Marijuana
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

as key to policing and prosecution.
Currently, Cranford is one of five
police departments in Union County
which has not adopted the use of
body-worn cameras. The others are
Westfield, Union, Hillside and
Winfield Park.
“We as a police department are in
no way, shape or form resistant to
body cameras. I would not want us to
be the last in Union County to get
these,” Chief Greco said.
The Union County prosecutor’s
offer of seizure monies to purchase
the body-worn cameras and their first
year’s storage expires December 31,
2018, thus requiring the police department to come up with an additional $19,000 to cover the cost of
maintenance and storage outside the
first year of the program.
With the December deadline approaching, the township committee is
looking for the additional funds for
the body-worn cameras.

HPC
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

describe your request in writing so
the HPC can officially review it and
escalate the request to council?,”
said HPC Commissioner Doug
Stokes.
Ms. Burslem said she would put
something in writing that the town
council, the HPC and town planner
to review so a decision could be
made to begin the “historic park application process.”
“I know the application was 14
pages when I initially began asking
for the town to seek the park’s historic designation. The application is
43 pages now, roughly. However,
the grant-funding opportunities are
well worth it,” Ms. Burslem said.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader

COUNTDOWN....Westfield Councilman Mark LoGrippo, Santa Claus and Mayor
Shelley Brindle count down to the lighting of the Westfield Christmas tree Sunday
night.

Happy Hanukkah 2018
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Scotch Plains Planning Board
OKs Plan for Parker Gardens
By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The planning board on Monday endorsed a
redevelopment plan for the former
Parker Gardens property on Terrill
Road, a move that will eventually
lead to the site’s development into a
large housing complex.
At a public hearing, professional
planner Michael Mistretta of Harbor
Consultants, which is advising the
board on affordable-housing matters,
reviewed the plans for the 13.5-acre
property, which will include five apartment buildings containing 181 units

and seven townhouses with 47 units.
In accordance with the township’s
affordable-housing settlement, 34 of
the units at the site will be tagged as
affordable.
Mr. Mistretta said the original plans
for the property were scaled back,
with the originally-planned 352 total
units now amounting to 228 units.
The seven apartment buildings with
270 units have been scaled back, as
have the planned 12 townhouses with
82 units. The initially-planned 580
parking spaces have been reduced to
476 spaces.
A 2.5-acre wedge of property adja-

MITZVAH CLOWNS...Seventh graders from Congregation Beth Israel in Scotch
Plains perform in a Mitzvah Clown troupe to entertain residents of The Chelsea
at Fanwood, an assisted-living community, on November 18. The students had
been trained as Mitzvah Clowns (clowns who perform good deeds or “mitzvahs”)
at the synagogue on October 28. At the training session, the students learned how
to make balloon animals, choreographed a dance, and were taught how to interact
respectfully with the elderly in preparation for their visit to The Chelsea.

Cranford Discusses
Legalized Marijuana
By JESSE WINTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD — During the township committee workshop meeting
Monday night, the committee discussed the prospect of legalized marijuana in New Jersey, and the potential impact of retail marijuana in
Cranford.
“It’s a topic that deserves a public
forum,” Commissioner Mary
O’Connor said. “I don’t think it’s a
decision that the five people here
[the committee] can make.”
After discussing the prospect of
legal marijuana with other local government officials, including different mayors throughout New Jersey,
Commissioner O’Connor said she
believes the issue is best addressed
through a community committee or
panel comprised of representatives
of different groups throughout Cranford.
Ms. O’Connor recommended
members of the community, including the board of education, the Cranford Clergy Council and the Cranford Municipal Alliance Committee, along with residents, form the
panel.
She also emphasized the impor-

tance of approaching the issue objectively.
“You need people familiar with
the law enforcement end, the first
responders’ end, with not just anecdotal things to say, but who can back
up their findings with facts,” she
said. “My recommendation is we go
forward with the panel and look at it
through the prism of Cranford and
what’s going to work for us.”
Ms. O’Connor set an end of January date as a proposed time frame.
However, Deputy Mayor Ann Dooley
disagreed with the committee approach.
“I think it’s a planning board review,” Ms. Dooley said, stating that
all the topics discussed by a committee would be better served using the
same “categories of people,” but
through Cranford’s public access
channel 35.
Ms. Dooley went on to express
additional reservations regarding the
proposed committee, citing a
committee’s tendency to become
overly politicized.
She believes using the planning
board as a way to approach the issue
of retail marijuana would offer “difCONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CHRISTMAS SEASON TUNES...The Westfield Community Band performs at
Sunday night’s Westfield Christmas Tree lighting ceremony held downtown.

WESTFIELD
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Sherrie Natko
Broker Associate

C. 908.303.8133

cent to the Terrill Middle School property will be remediated by the developer and then turned over to the township as green space and use as soccer
and ball fields. A third of an acre of
property across the right-of-way at
the rear of the Parker property also
will be turned over to the township by
the developer.
The conceptual plans shown on
Monday — which included building
heights and dimensions, exterior design and parking details — depicted
two rows of townhouses situated at
the front of the property along Terrill
Road.
“We’re trying to maintain the residential character” of Scotch Plains,
Mr. Mistretta explained, saying it was
“important to have a buffer” at the
front of the property to avoid the
appearance of just a “massive apartment complex” from Terrill Road.
The five apartment buildings will be
located behind the townhouses along
the northern, southern and eastern
perimeters of the property. A clubhouse, swimming pool and 30,000
square feet of green space will be in
the center of the property.
Two of the apartment buildings will
be four stories high and the other
three will be three stories high. All the
townhouses will be two-bedroom
units.
The township council will hold a
public hearing at its Tuesday, December 11 meeting and then vote to endorse the redevelopment plan, after
which the developer will be able to
submit formal site plans to the planning board and then begin construction.
Prior to the board’s vote to endorse
the plan, Chairwoman Paulette
Coronato, addressing the affordablehousing issue, said it was “truly a
shame” that state legislators “have
not done what they’re supposed to
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

HAPPY HOLIDAYS...The holiday season is underway, and workers in Scotch Plains recently put up holiday lights on Park
Avenue. The township will welcome residents and visitors to its Hometown Holiday Celebration this Sunday, December 2,
between 2 and 5 p.m.

Builders Briefed on Scotch Plains
Downtown Redevelopment Plans
By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Township
redevelopment officials told a group
of developers last week that the downtown redevelopment plan endorsed
two months ago by the township council is flexible and that they are open to
suggestions and recommendations as
long as they meet the plan’s overall
goals and objectives.
At the November 20 meeting to
brief interested developers on the
plans to redevelop 8.2 acres of public

Town to Send Out Mailing to
Potential Historic Homes
By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – The Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) will begin a targeted mailing in January to
homeowners whose homes can be
designated as historic, stated HPC
Chairwoman Kelley Kessler at the
commission’s meeting on Monday.
Ms. Kessler stated that the mailing is
meant to engage the homeowner to
understand the benefits historic preservation brings from a homeownerfinancial perspective alongside historic preservation’s role in the “town
master housing plan.”
The mailing will describe what a
historic preservation designation entails, the attainment process, and why
historic preservation is important,
stated Ms. Kessler.
Starting in January and throughout
the new year, the HPC will hold a
“speaker series” featuring architect
Greg Blasi discussing historic preservation including building materials, preservation methods, and how
historic preservation can be assured
during the building process.
In addition, the “speaker series”
will include an “unnamed real-estate
market specialist” to explain the financial incentives for a homeowner
to have his or her home “historically
designated,” Ms. Kessler said.
During its business agenda, the
commission approved a resolution
designating Robert L. Newell’s and
Pamela R. Newell’s home at 603 Clark
Street as historic. The home is a twobay wide, and two-and-one-half-story,
Queen Anne-style house with a front
gable roof.
Historic architect Margaret A.
Hickey reviewed a report prepared
by her firm describing the site location and boundaries as consistent with
the criteria set forth in Westfield’s
historic-preservation ordinance.

“The home is a fine example of the
half-timbered variety of the Queen
Anne style, exhibiting many characteristics features and finishes,” said
Ms. Hickey during a public hearing in
October.
Ms. Hickey identified notable “historic features consistent with the
Queen Anne architectural style.”
Noted historical architectural features are “a simple door and window
surrounds, projecting peak gables,
grouped windows, heavy turned wood
posts with solid spandrels at the porch,
an asymmetrical façade with a onestory full-width porch that wraps to
one side, and a dominant front facing
gable with a shorter stacked gable
projection,” said Ms. Hickey during
her October testimony.
The Newells’ home is the third to
receive a historic designation in recent months, stated Ms. Kessler.
In other business, resident Deborah
Burslem said for six years she has
asked various HPC members and town
council members to fill out an application allowing Mindowaskin Park
be designated as a state- or federallyrecognized park. Ms. Burslem said
the designation would allow her to
apply for funding grants to upkeep or
improve the park.
“Ms. Burslem, though it may be
frustrating after six years of requests
and discussions, could you please
describe your request in writing so
the HPC can officially review it and
escalate the request to council?,” said
HPC Commissioner Doug Stokes.
Ms. Burslem said she would put
something in writing that the town
council, the HPC and town planner to
review so a decision could be made to
begin the “historic park application
process.”
“I know the application was 14
pages when I initially began asking

flexibility” in the redevelopment plan
and said that, “we’re open to anything” developers may submit. While
the thinking at the moment is to keep
the Park Avenue municipal building
and its administrative functions in
place, Mr. Strowe told the assembled
group that, “if you’ve got a better idea
for it, we’ll be happy to listen.”
He said developers needed to include plans in their submissions for
relocating the police and fire departments out of the downtown and building a new library. He also showed a
concept sketch depicting a possible
new headquarters for the police and
fire departments on Plainfield Avenue across from the public works
facility. Developers will be required
to make a financial contribution toward building the new headquarters
and the new library.
Planner Michael Mistretta of Harbor Consultants, which is advising
the township on redevelopment matters, said last week that the concept
sketches for the redevelopment of the
four properties is “not the only vision” and that the township is open to
developers’ suggestions and recommendations as long as they meet the
objectives and goals set out in the
redevelopment plan. Redevelopment
attorney Jeff Lehrer added that develCONTINUED ON PAGE 8

CHRISTMAS TREE SALE...Westfield Area Y Men’s Club members and
volunteers unload trees from a truck for this year’s sale. The club has held its
annual Christmas Tree Sale at the Elm Street field since 1953. All proceeds are
donated to local charities and non-profit organizations. The event is run by
club members from Westfield, Scotch Plains, Mountainside and Cranford,
along with many volunteers from area organizations and local youth. Trees are
on sale now through Saturday, December 22, or until trees run out. Lot hours
are 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. Saturday and Sunday, and 5 to 9 p.m. Monday through
Friday.
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Congratulations
to the Top Team
of the Month!
Sherrie Natko Team

properties in the downtown business
district, Mayor Alexander Smith said
there was “a lot of interest in what’s
going on” with what he described as
a “complex and bold” plan, and redevelopment coordinator Thomas
Strowe told The Scotch PlainsFanwood Times that developers from
as far away as California, Ohio and
Florida have contacted him to express interest in the project.
The plan centers on the townshipowned properties where the municipal building, the firehouse and the
library are located, as well as the
parking lots adjacent to the municipal
building and library, behind the stores
that front Park Avenue and the parking lot behind the row of businesses
on East Second Street adjacent to the
CVS drug store.
Redevelopment will result in about
48,000 square feet of new retail and
office space, more than 1,400 new
parking spots and 177 new housing
units, 35 of which will be set aside as
affordable-housing units.
Requests-for-Qualifications and
Requests-for-Proposals were issued
last month, and developers have until
February 1 to submit formal proposals for the four properties slated for
redevelopment. Mr. Strowe told the
dozen developers present at last
week’s meeting that there is “so much

Michele Miller
Sales Associate

C. 908.346.2406
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Tensions Mount Over
Cranford Reimagining Plan
By ROBYN ORR-GIOFFRE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

RUNNING FOR COLIN...Runners complete the 5K course for Friday’s Friends
of Colin Turkey Trot in Unami Park, Cranford. The event is dedicated to Colin
Maher and raises funds for the fight against Ewing’s sarcoma. Colin passed
away of the pediatric bone cancer at the age of 16.

Cranford Files Action to
Negotiate Afford. Housing
By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD — In an attempt to
negotiate the township obligation for
affordable housing with the Fair Share
Housing Center (FSHC), on November 20, the township’s affordablehousing attorney, Jeffrey Surenian and
Associates, filed a declaratory judgment action on behalf of the township. The township is seeking to extend immunity from builder’s remedy lawsuits past December 31, 2018,
the date the courts had set for the
township to satisfy its affordable housing, so that it may enter into a settlement with FSHC. Surenian has requested ta hearing at the Union County
Courthouse on Friday, December 7.
Once settled, the township would
have immunity from a builder’s remedy lawsuit through July 1, 2025.
The affordable-housing obligations for Round 3 shows the township is seeking 147 affordable units,
while the Fair Share Housing Center
is arguing that the township needs to
provide 994, while the Mercer
County decision yields 440 affordable units. The township will seek a
Vacant Land Adjustment to the Mercer County decision, the complaint
reads.
In the record, which can be seen at
www.cranfordnj.org, the township has
outlaid how it would propose to satisfy its prior round and third round
affordable housing obligations. The
township’s planner, Harbor Consultants, has proposed to create an overlay zone along the North Avenue and
South Avenue corridors, a redevelopment zone along portions of North
Avenue East, Springfield Avenue and
North Union Avenue, as well as designating group homes, setting aside
affordable units in upcoming residential properties planned and the
current planning board application
for 750 Walnut Avenue where owner
Hartz Mountain Industries LLC is
seeking to rezone to make way for
905 apartments.
The township has an 85-unit rehabilitation obligation, the records
reads, and the township attests in the
record that in over a year it has not
received applications from eligible
applicants, but will continue to advertise the program.
Bonus credits for apartment complexes Riverfront Station and
Woodmont along South Avenue and
the SERV group home are included.
“The township will shuffle and redistribute the affordable units in order to
capitalize on up to 37 eligible bonus
credits based on the prior round obligation of 148,” the record states. The
record asserts this move “satisfies its
37-unit rental obligation.”
COAH’s (Council on Affordable
Housing) Round 2 regulations permit
up to a total of 25 percent of the new
construction obligation to be satisfied with age-restricted housing, the
record states. “Therefore, the township is eligible for 25 percent of 148,
or 37 age-restricted housing units, to
be towards the prior round. The township is applying 37 age-restricted units
from the constructed and occupied
Lincoln Apartments project to the
prior round, completing the maximum allowed age-restricted units,”
the record states.
The planned developments include
310 Centennial Avenue, a project
bringing in 41.67 units/acre, with an
Realistic Development Potential
(RDP) of four units set aside. However, the owner had filed a lawsuit
saying its Cranford zoning board approval did not stipulate an affordable-housing component and so the
township settled out of court where
the owner is to provide two affordable units; 750 Walnut Avenue, at 10
units per acre, with 41 affordable
units set aside; 109 Walnut Avenue,
at 50 units per acre, with five affordable units set-aside; 24 South Avenue West, which has been put on the
market for sale, at 20 units per acre,
with three affordable units set aside;
five existing sites that are group

homes or special needs homes that
total 19 bedrooms; plus, the proposed North Avenue redevelopment
area that includes the municipal parking lot on North Union Avenue and
Springfield Avenue, and properties
along the northerly section of North
Avenue between Springfield Avenue
up to 27 North Avenue East, a township-owned property. Private properties there include the Cranford Pet
Vet, the gas station on the corner of
Springfield Avenue and North Avenue, and Tuck Sing Continental
properties at 39-43 North Avenue
East. The plan allocates 30 units per
acre, with eight affordable units set
aside.
“It is the township’s intention to
use the redevelopment process to
coordinate a public/private partnership that will result in a mixed-use
inclusionary project, which includes
a municipal parking component, addresses downtown flooding concerns
and is designed at a scale and density
that is consistent with Cranford’s continued efforts to revitalize its downtown,” the record states.
Furthermore, “Due to the diverse
ownership of the parcels within the
proposed redevelopment area, in the
event that the township is unable to
implement the preferred mixed-use
inclusionary redevelopment project,
the township is committed to utilizing its own properties within the proposed North Avenue redevelopment
area to construct a 100 percent affordable project in order to satisfy the
RDP generated by the area,” the record
states.
The township is basing its affordable housing set aside of 41 affordable units for 750 Walnut Avenue on
the removal of 10 acres from 30.5
acre site to be used by PSE&G, which
stated earlier this year desires to
purchase 10 to 12 of the 30.5 acres at
750 Walnut Avenue to place an electric station necessary to address aging electric infrastructure in the vicinity to ensure continued reliable
service for all residents. The township also states in the record that
should Hartz fail to negotiate with
PSE&G than the township has “the
power to condemn to protect the
interests of the citizens in the PSE&G
service area.”
In addition to the above, the township notes that it is being asked to
accept an additional RDP of 20 units
to make up for the shortfall generated by the Birchwood site being
developed at a lower density. The
addition of these 20 units increases
the township’s RDP to 105 units.
The Court has scheduled oral argument for this Friday, November 30
on the issues associated with rental
bonuses at which time the Court will
make a determination of whether the
township must increase the RDP by
20.
Harbor Consultants has also proposed a North and South Avenue overlay zone to provide an additional 1,439
total units that would include a 20
percent affordable housing component, equating to 287 affordable housing units.
Resident Rita LaBrutto said in
response to the overlay zone proposed, “I do believe that the overlay
zones where they abut residential
property should be relooked at.”
She is not in favor of the idea of
apartment complexes being erecting in the backyards of single-family homes.
Ms. La Brutto also said that 310
Centennial is “a 20-unit risk to the
school system.” She said the
township’s settlement on two affordable units is under the 15 percent per
the township ordinance with a highdensity project and that the township
also lost the bonus credit of a twofamily house it could have received
with a project of that density.

Downtown
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Historic
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

for the town to seek the park’s historic
designation. The application is 43
pages now, roughly. However, the
grant-funding opportunities are well
worth it,” Ms. Burslem said.

opers also are welcome to work with
any private property owner as they
formulate their plans.
After the meeting, Mr. Strowe told
The Times he thought it went well and
said it was “important for us to lay out
our vision and what we’re expecting.
“It’s a complex project,” he said,
“and we have to make sure we get this
right.”

CRANFORD — Tensions rose
quickly at Monday’s board of education (BOE) meeting when the discussion turned to the Reimagining plan
that has been proposed by Superintendent Scott Rubin, Ed.D., and the
Cranford BOE.
Tom Byrne, a resident and parent to
two school-age children, stood to address the board in relation to campaign
contributions by Leadership for Educational Equity in the amount of
$6,543.17 made during what Mr. Byrne
described as a “pivotal school-board
race” in 2016, from what he called “a
national interest specialty group.”
“What is the quid pro quo for this
donation and support from a national
special-interest group in our little town
of Cranford, New Jersey?” Mr. Byrne
asked the board.
“What is the board now beholden
to when as we think about this
Reimagining plan?” and “are our tax
dollars supporting the agenda of a
D.C. special-interest group so that a
campaign promise may be made good
upon?” Mr. Byrne further inquired.
Board member Nicole Sherrin
Kessler acknowledged that she was
the board member who received the
contribution from the Leadership for
Educational Equity.
Ms. Kessler expressed gratitude for
the opportunity to address the issue.
She acknowledged her connection
with Teach America as both an alumna
and teacher, and further commented
that she was honored to earn an award
as National Teacher of the Year in her
role as a teacher for Teach America.
Ms. Kessler went on to relay information about an extensive career in
education and told Mr. Byrne, “with
each and every role, equity and doing
right by every single one of those
students has been at the heart of what
I am about.”
“There were no promises made,”
Ms. Kessler assured Mr. Byrne, and
further commented that she was selected for this “grant” because of the
work she has done with children. She
told her audience she was “very

proud” she had been given the honor
of receiving this grant.
Referring to the Reimagining plan,
Board Vice-President Lisa Carbone
reminded the audience “this board
cannot make a decision without the
community.”
Board member Patrick Lynch commented that “times change; we need
to evaluate what’s the best for the
town and the children.”
Cranford resident Bill Lapenta addressed the board with concerns about
the Reimagining plan and expressed
frustration over not having a “detailed document” of the plan available for public viewing.
“We have that information in preliminary form,” Superintendent Rubin
assured Mr. Lapenta. Mr. Rubin further commented, “We need to have
the conversation with the community
to move forward.”
Superintendent Rubin made clear
the demographer’s report will be
available on Tuesday, December 11,
for public review and will be openly
discussed at the Monday, December
17, public meeting to be held at 7 p.m.
at Cranford High School.
Cranford resident Christopher
Acosta addressed the board with data
collected from a survey of 422 residents of Cranford about the
Reimagining proposal and the October 30 meeting.
In a quick overview, Mr. Acosta
found that many people in Cranford
who were unhappy with the proposal
found the bussing situation, traffic
and the breaking up of the neighborhood environment to be top reasons
for discontentment.
Mr. Acosta will give a more detailed presentation of his findings at a
future board meeting.
The next regular board meeting is
scheduled for Monday, December 10.
Discussions about the Cranford
Reimagining proposal continue with
individual school meetings on December 6 at Bloomingdale Avenue
School and December 13 at Hillside
Avenue School, both at 7 p.m. The
December 4 meeting planned at the
high school has been canceled.

Garwood Not to Pursue
Non-Sanctuary Resolution
By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD – After public discussion and input from Garwood Police
Chief James Wright and public commentary, the borough council decided
not to move forward with proposing a
similar resolution or following Jackson Township’s resolution, which
would declare Garwood a non-sanctuary city. Councilwoman Ileen
Cuccaro stated she had provided a
copy of Jackson Township’s resolution for council members to review,
allowing a subsequent resolution to
be crafted pertaining to Garwood.
Chief Wright said proposing a resolution supporting Garwood as a sanctuary city or a resolution declaring
Garwood a non-sanctuary city “would
not effect how our jobs are performed.” The borough’s police department strictly adheres to policy
and procedures set forth by the Union
County Prosecutor’s Office and the
New Jersey Attorney General’s Office, stated Chief Wright.
Councilman-elect Michael Ince
said Garwood as a municipality and
even the state’s status as a “sanctuary
state” or city does not impede nor
limit the federal government’s enforcement of federal law. Mr. Ince
defined a sanctuary city as a “local
government refusing to assist the federal authorities in their enforcement
of immigration policy.”
“If Immigration Customs Enforcement (ICE) wants to enforce immigration law in Garwood, or any state
or community, it can. Federal enforcement does not have to ask for
permission or assistance to enforce
federal law, although they often request it,” he said.
Mr. Ince said a sanctuary city
status could put police at odds with
federal authorities. “This is not
something we want to see,” he said.
The federal government has the
“power of purse” and could cut funding to any state or local government
“refusing to adhere to federal law,”
Mr. Ince stated.
Although it has been proposed
for legislation, New Jersey has not
been approved as a “sanctuary state”
by the State Legislature, Mr. Ince
said.
“Personally, I have my doubts
(New Jersey becomes a sanctuary
state), especially as it relates to federal funding,” Mr. Ince said.
Councilwoman Stephanie Bianco
said she would not support a resolution declaring Garwood a “nonsanctuary city” after discussing the
resolution with Chief Wright.
Ms. Bianco said Chief Wright’s
discussion about how the resolution would not change actual policing procedures, but would be merely
“symbolic,” changed her opinion
on the need for the resolution.
In other business, Councilman Richard McCormick stated that the New
Jersey legislation legalizing recreational marijuana throughout the state
as well as within the borough would
have negative impacts on “the youth”

and “non-users.”
“A tax form? This is what this has
come to? Is that what life is about?”
said Mr. McCormick, criticizing the
state’s need for continuous revenue
described as “never enough.”
“I was 17 once, too. This is on the
record. I tried marijuana,” Mr.
McCormick stated. “For many of my
friends, it was never enough. I watched
my friends continue and constantly
seek the next big high (different
drugs),” Mr. McCormick said.
Mr. McCormick said he wonders
how state legislators “can sleep at
night” knowing a “stoned or high
driver” will kill an innocent person,
acknowledging alcohol and driving
does not mix well with protecting
innocent drivers and neither will drugs
and driving when considering the innocent pedestrians. He said his views
on recreational marijuana were the
views of a concerned councilman,
grandfather and father.
In a separate discussion, Steven
Blaufeder, chairman of the Garwood
Republican Party, questioned “why
there is no longer a nativity scene
outside municipal hall” on display
during the holiday season.
“I’m Jewish. This is not an antiSemitic rant. I don’t feel it is right to
have a menorah, but not a nativity
scene,” Mr. Blaufeder said.
Borough Attorney Bob Renaud
stated that, “many years ago, the
United States Supreme Court ruled
a Christmas tree and the menorah
are not religious symbols.” Mr.
Renaud said, in his opinion and from
his religion studies, the “Christmas
tree was originally a religious symbol.”
Mr. Blaufeder stated that “there
is a blessing involved when lighting
the menorah,” solidifying the
menorah as a religious symbol.
Councilwoman Cuccaro said she
is for “freedom of religion, not freedom from religion.” Ms. Cuccaro
said she supports both a menorah
and a nativity scene.
Councilwoman
Jennifer
Blumenstock said Mayor Charles
Lombardo had decided not to display the nativity scene based on
observing “lawsuits involving other
municipalities.” Mayor Lombardo
decided to adhere to court rulings,
opting to display “secular” decorations (non-religious symbols) during the holiday season, Ms.
Blumenstock said.
Mayor Lombardo was not present
at Tuesday’s meeting.
Garwood’s Police Benevolent Association Local 117 participated in
“No-Shave November” with a goal
to raise $2,500 for cancer research.
The department raised more than
“$4,000 for a cure,” stated Councilwoman Bianco in her police department subcommittee report.
The department will host a
“Double-Down December” campaign. The community can participate by visiting the Garwood Police
Department Local 117 home page
at noshave.org, stated Ms. Bianco.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

IN MEMORY OF COLIN...A raffle was held as part of Friday’s Friends of Colin
Turkey Trot in Unami Park, Cranford. The event is dedicated to Colin Maher and
raises funds for the fight against Ewing’s sarcoma. Colin passed away of the
pediatric bone cancer at the age of 16.

DWC Discusses Holiday
Events, Addams Tavern
By DOMINIC A. LAGANO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — The Downtown
Westfield Corporation (DWC), management entity of the Special Improvement District (SID), held its
final board of directors’ meeting of
2018 on Monday night.
Sherry Cronin, executive director
of the DWC, reported on the “Welcome Home to Westfield” events that
occurred over this past weekend.
Last Friday and Saturday, shoppers
were treated to free parking in the
downtown area on “Black Friday”
and “Small Business Saturday,” authorized by the Town of Westfield.
“We like to say, if you love
Westfield, shop small, dine small,
shop Westfield,” stated Ms. Cronin.
“Whether it is supporting the small
independents or the national stores
that we call our own in downtown, it’s
important to remind people to support downtown.”
Ms. Cronin also noted that free
parking will return to the downtown
area from Saturday, December 15, to
Tuesday, January 1, 2019, so as to
encourage holiday shopping locally.
Also this past weekend the
Westfield community was invited to
take photos with Santa and Mrs. Claus,
which was sponsored jointly by the
DWC and Lord & Taylor. Over the
course of the weekend, more than
450 families took advantage of the
occasion.
After additional photos with families on Sunday, Santa and Mrs. Claus
were transported to the North Avenue
train station via fire truck to oversee
the town’s annual tree lighting.
According to Ms. Cronin, the holiday tree lighting is a Westfield tradition dating from at least 1974. “It’s
really well received and people come
from all over for the events,” she said.
As in the past, the DWC has sponsored several music groups and carolers who entertain residents in the
downtown area on Thursday evenings,

Saturday afternoons and Sunday afternoons during the month of December. A full schedule may be found on
the DWC’s website, located at
WestfieldToday.com.
Ms. Cronin also promoted the
Miracle on Elm Street contest. “Businesses just need to encourage their
customers to enter the contest. We
drop off cards to all the businesses
and have a drawing every week for
six $50 gift cards.”
In other news, the board discussed
the recent revelation that the Addams
Tavern Restaurant is on track to reopen this December. Opened in November 2016, the restaurant was
known for its “farm-to-table” cuisine
and its extensive wine list.
The building’s landlord filed two
lawsuits regarding the irregular construction of the restaurant, the second
of which was filed against Harvest
Restaurant Group, LLC (owners of
Addams Tavern) and the Town of
Westfield for not adequately responding to the original lawsuit.
As a result of the lawsuit, the restaurant was closed in December 2017
to address the issues and has remained
closed since that time. Ms. Cronin
stated that renovations have been
ongoing in the past year and noted the
workers were “moving furniture into
the space today (Monday).
“Our understanding is that the last
inspection is scheduled to take place
on December 5. Provided everything
goes as planned, the reopening should
be shortly thereafter,” stated Ms.
Cronin. “It will be great to see the
space reactivated as it draws many
people to Downtown Westfield. It
has been sorely missed in the last year
since it was closed. Because it was a
destination, it is great for neighboring
businesses, too.”
The DWC’s next board of directors’ meeting, open to the public, is
scheduled for Monday, January 28, at
7:30 p.m. The DWC office is located
at 105 Elm Street.

Marijuana Legalization
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

ferent views,” while agreeing with
Ms. O’Connor that retail marijuana
belongs in a public forum, and one
that would benefit from the expertise
from impacted community members.
During the public comment portion
of the meeting, Cranford resident Barbara Krause urged Cranford officials
not to wait for New Jersey’s final verdict on legalizing marijuana, but advocated following suit with other municipalities and rejecting retail marijuana. “They didn’t wait to see what
the state did; why should we? Marijuana does not have a redeeming value;
it’s not worth the negatives.”
Also on the agenda was the Cranford Police Department’s potential
adoption of body-worn cameras. An
initiative from Acting Union County
Prosecutor Michael Monahan calls
for outfitting the remaining departments in Union County, including
Cranford, with body-worn cameras
funded with seizure money. The
funds would cover “each agency’s
first year’s incurring cost,” according to Police Chief Ryan Greco.
Following a national trend where
body-worn cameras are seen as a
vital part of law enforcement, the
county hopes to use money taken
from the property of criminals to
bring police departments in Union
County on par with other departments in the country where bodyworn cameras are seen as key to

policing and prosecution.
Currently, Cranford is one of five
police departments in Union County
which has not adopted the use of
body-worn cameras. The others are
Westfield, Union, Hillside and
Winfield Park.
“We as a police department are in
no way, shape or form resistant to
body cameras. I would not want us to
be the last in Union County to get
these,” Chief Greco said.
The Union County prosecutor’s
offer of seizure monies to purchase
the body-worn cameras and their first
year’s storage expires December 31,
2018, thus requiring the police department to come up with an additional $19,000 to cover the cost of
maintenance and storage outside the
first year of the program.
With the December deadline approaching, the township committee
is looking for the additional funds
for the body-worn cameras.

Parker
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

do” and, instead, left the matter to
courts to decide. Calling it “an embarrassment,” she said lawmakers
“should be ashamed of themselves”
and called on taxpaying residents to
“express our displeasure to Trenton.”

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

HO, HO, HO...Santa and Mrs. Claus greet the crowd prior to the lighting of the
Westfield Christmas tree on Sunday night.
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Bill Legalizing Marijuana
Gains Committee Approval
TRENTON – Legislation that would
legalize adult use marijuana in New
Jersey gained the approval of a state
Senate committee on Monday. Sponsored by Senator Nicholas Scutari (D2nd, Linden) and Senate President
Steve Sweeney (D-3rd, Gloucester),
the bill, S-2703, would legalize the
possession and use of limited amounts
of marijuana for adults 21 and older
and create an organizational and regulatory system to oversee the operations of the business.
“Marijuana prohibition has
failed,” Senator Scutari said. “It is
time to end the detrimental effect
these archaic drug laws are having
on our residents and our state. This
bill will create a strictly regulated
system that permits adults to purchase limited amounts of marijuana
for personal use. It will bring marijuana out of the underground market
where it can be controlled, regulated
and taxed, just as alcohol has been
for decades.”
The bill was approved by the Senate Budget and Appropriations Committee with a vote of 7 – 4, with two
abstentions.
“Marijuana is already being sold
and used, but it is the dealers who are
running the drug trade and they are
selling marijuana that is sometimes
laced with other products,” said Senator Sweeney. “We developed a plan
that will put in place rules and regulations that allow for adult-use cannabis in a responsible way. As a regulated product, legal marijuana will be
safe and controlled.”
In addition to abolishing the criminal penalties that have been disproportionately imposed on minority
communities, the bill includes other
“social justice” reforms, including the
expungement of past convictions, the
designation of “impact zones” with
preferences for new cannabis businesses in communities most adversely
affected by the “war on drugs,” and
incentives for disabled veterans and
local residents.
Senator Scutari said that taxing
marijuana could generate millions
of dollars and the industry could
create thousands of jobs in sales,
production and related services.
Marijuana products will be taxed at
12 percent by the state with an additional two percent by host municipalities, if they choose.
New Jersey spends an estimated
$125 million a year on enforcement,
according to a report by the American
Civil Liberties Union (ACLU). The
report also found African-Americans
are 2.8 times more likely in New

Jersey to be arrested for marijuana
possession than a caucasian person,
even though the rate of marijuana use
is similar.
In 2016, New Jersey was the third
in the nation in total marijuana arrests
– after Texas and New York – and
second only to Wyoming in marijuana arrest rate. In 2016, 32,263
people were arrested in New Jersey
for marijuana possession, according
to data from the FBI’s Uniform Crime
Reporting program.
A local governmental entity may
prohibit the operation of a cannabis
establishment for a period of five
years at a time, prohibit the consumption of non-smoking cannabis in a
public place and other ordinances or
regulations, including time, place and
manner zoning restrictions.
The bill would allow for the immediate expungement of convictions for
ant past acts that would no longer be
a crime or offense under this bill. The
expungement application fee of approximately $200 would be waived
for past possession offenses. All pending possession cases would be dismissed and people currently incarcerated for marijuana possession
would be released.
New Jersey United for Marijuana
Reform (NJUMR) issued a statement
on the legislation. “We believe New
Jersey is on the brink of making history
to right some of the wrongs of aggressive enforcement under the drug war by
legalizing recreational marijuana, and
they must do it in a way that advances
racial justice....The bills...create spaces
for people who can’t consume at home,
allow delivery for people with limited
mobility, and work toward an equity
program to promote an inclusive industry in New Jersey.”
The group said the current bills
offer some money to defray the cost
of expungements, but do not contain
any plans for reinvestment in communities harmed by the drug war.
Also, NJUMR said the bills have no
provisions to allow people to grow
small amounts of marijuana in their
homes for personal use.
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Annual Hometown Holiday
Celebration This Sunday

MOTORCYCLE PATROL...Summit Police Officer Christopher Eriksen recently completed the two-week course and will be the first current Summit Police
officer to conduct motorcycle patrols. The Summit Police Department has added
a 2019 Harley Davidson Electra Glide motorcycle to its fleet of traffic unit vehicles
though a donation from a local foundation. The motorcycle will be used for specific
traffic enforcement and control, parades and escorts and not for general patrol
specific duties such as answering calls.

Watson Coleman Responds
To Incident at Border
EWING, NJ – Congresswoman
Bonnie Watson Coleman (D-12th) on
Monday issued the following statement after Customs and Border Protection (CBP) agents fired tear gas at
refugees seeking asylum in the U.S. at
the San Ysidro border crossing.
“Yesterday was a dark day for
America. Donald Trump sanctioned
the use of teargas on hundreds of men,
women and children at the U.S. border to further bolster his own lies and
grandstanding about the nature of these
people and their motivations. The migrants at the border right now are
refugees fleeing unthinkable violence
in their home countries. To greet them
with tear gas and threats of lethal force
is abhorrent.
“Every day Donald Trump reaches
new lows in his disdain for immigrants and people of color around the
world. Let’s be clear: this so-called
‘crisis’ at the border is an illusion that
has been ginned up by Donald Trump
and his sycophants to further his disgusting anti-immigrant agenda. The
reckless violence by the U.S. government on our own border is wanton and
disgraceful. At the end of World War
II, the United States accepted its role
as a world leader. As part of that
leadership, it has taken in more refugees and asylum seekers than any
other nation. Twenty-two percent of
New Jersey’s residents began their
journey in another country, including
108,000 children. These people are
seeking the same safe harbor, and

deserve our compassion, not violence.
Honduras, Guatemala and El Salvador, the nations from which most of
these refugees have fled, have faced
systematic violence as a result of decades of political instability due, in
part, to U.S. political intervention.
For much of the 20th Century, it has
been U.S. policy – both official and
unofficial – to prop up authoritarian
regimes in Central America in order to
protect our own agricultural interests.
From backing leaders that perpetrated
civilian bombings to interventions that
resulted in our own forces training
eventual terrorists, the U.S. contributed directly to the instability and
violence these refugees are now running from. El Salvador and Honduras
rank number one and two in murder
rate worldwide with Guatemala coming in at number 15. The 500-mile
stretch of Central America is perhaps
the deadliest piece of land outside of
an active war zone.
“For years, our nation has welcomed
immigrants because we recognize both
the growth and promise they bring
and the moral duty we have towards
our fellow human beings. One does
not walk 2,700 miles merely seeking a
‘better life.’ These refugees are trying
to save their lives and those of their
families. They are seeking asylum.
We must recognize the humanity in
those who’ve arrived at our shores,
tired, poor and yearning to breathe
free, and welcome them to take part in
the grand experiment that is America.”

SCOTCH PLAINS — The township invites residents to its Hometown
Holiday Celebration this Sunday, December 2 from 2 p.m. to 5 p.m.
The celebration will feature a horsedrawn carriage rides, petting zoo, visits with Santa, hot chocolate and donuts, cookie decorating, face painting and more. Santa arrives at 3 p.m.
and goes back to the North Pole at 5
p.m. after the lights the town’s Christmas tree. New to this year’s event will
be a holiday variety show performance featuring Theatrical Artists
Prep students and faculty from 2 p.m.
to 3 p.m. on the Alan Augustine Village Green stage.
Come back for more fun on Monday,
December 3 to gather around the
Menorah. Sponsored by the Chabad of
Union County, the event begins at 6
p.m. with songs, latkes, and donuts for
everyone. The celebration culminates
with a Gelt Drop from the town’s ladder
truck and, the lighting of the Menorah.
Mayor Al Smith invites all residents
to downtown Scotch Plains to take in
the sights and sounds of the holidays.
“Spend some time enjoying the activities with your friends and neighbors
on the Alan Augustine Green,” Mayor
Smith said. “Then have a bite to eat at
one our great local restaurants.”
The mayor added, “Please remember our less fortunate neighbors this
holiday season and bring a non-perishable food item to donate to local
food banks.”
Admission to both events is free
and are made possible by donations

and contributions from the Scotch
Plains Business and Professional Association. The Menorah Lighting is
made possible by the Chabad of Union
County.
Other sponsors are the Scotch
Plains Volunteer Firefighters Association, Scotch Plains PBA Local 87,
the Scotch Plains Fanwood PAL,
Rossi Funeral Home, The Stage House
Tavern, Caffrey Tree, Trudy Burke
and Heather Kobos.

Fanwood to Present
Holiday Celebration
FANWOOD — Fanwood’s holiday season officially begins when
Santa Claus arrives in the borough
on Sunday, December 2, at 3 p.m.
The date has changed from the originally announced date of December
9.
Everyone is invited to meet Santa
under the big tent on the lawn in
front of Fanwood’s North Avenue
Train Station and enjoy an afternoon of seasonal music, holiday
crafts and refreshments — all for
free.
Families are invited to bring their
cameras and take pictures of their
children with Santa. Additionally,
children can enter contests and win
prizes. The celebration will conclude
at 5 p.m. when Mayor Colleen Mahr
lights the Fanwood borough tree on
the train station lawn. This event is
sponsored by the Fanwood Recreation Commission.

Pallone Commends FDA on
Menthol, E-Cig. Crackdown
WASHINGTON, D.C. – Energy and
Commerce Ranking Member Frank
Pallone, Jr. (D-6th, Long Branch) issued a statement last week on the statistics on youth e-cigarette usage released
by the Food and Drug Administration
(FDA) and Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention (CDC), and the announcement on FDA’s new steps to
address the youth e-cigarette crisis and
proposal to ban menthol in combustible tobacco products:
“The statistics on youth e-cigarette usage released today by FDA
and CDC are shocking. While I am
appalled that this epidemic has been
permitted to flourish, I am also encouraged by FDA’s actions today to
respond to this crisis. I commend
Commissioner (Scott) Gottlieb and
FDA on the agency’s proposal to
restrict the sale of flavored e-ciga-

rette products in retail stores and
increase age-verification requirements for flavored products that kids
and teens are disproportionately
more likely to use. However, I continue to believe that the availability
of flavored e-cigarette products overall should be reconsidered in order
to fully combat this epidemic. FDA’s
proposal to ban menthol in combustible tobacco products is also a critical step forward that will reduce
tobacco initiation and should be
implemented as quickly as possible.
“Today’s announcement should put
tobacco and e-cigarette manufacturers on notice that marketing and selling products to youth will not be
tolerated....I will also be releasing
legislation in the coming days to address the epidemic of youth tobacco
and e-cigarette use.”
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OVERLOOK
MEDICAL CENTER

RECOGNIZED AMONG THE SAFEST HOSPITALS
IN THE COUNTY, AGAIN AND AGAIN.

Clinical excellence, teamwork and our strong commitment to our patients
who put their health in our hands, has earned Overlook Medical Center an “A”
rating for patient safety. This achievement reaffirms we’re among the safest
hospitals in America.
Source: The Leapfrog Group, a national patient safety group

To learn more visit atlantichealth.org/overlook

Page 3

Page

4

The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

Thursday, November 29, 2018

The Westfield Leader

The Scotch Plains – Fanwood

TIMES

— Established 1890 —

Since 1959

Legal Newspaper for the County of Union, New Jersey
and for Westfield, Mountainside, Scotch Plains, Fanwood, Cranford and Garwood
Members of:
New Jersey Press Association • National Newspaper Association • Greater Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce
Scotch Plains Business & Professional Association • Fanwood Business & Professional Association
Periodicals – Postage Paid at Rahway, New Jersey

P.O. Box 250 • 251 North Avenue, West
Westfield, N.J. 07091

Tele: (908) 232-4407 • E-mail: editor@goleader.com • Web: www.goleader.com • Fax: (908) 232-0473

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to the offices of the newspapers at
P. O. Box 250, Westfield, New Jersey 07091
Published every Thursday by Watchung Communications, Inc.
Paul Peyton
Horace R. Corbin
Jeff Gruman
ASSIGNMENT EDITOR

PUBLISHER

SALES MANAGER

Suzette F. Stalker

David B. Corbin

Michael L. Bartiromo

COMMUNITY

ASSISTANT PUBLISHER & SPORTS

MARKETING PRODUCTION

Christina M. Hinke

Ben Corbin

Robert P. Connelly

EDUCATION & ARTS

SERVICES

BUSINESS OPERATIONS

SUBSCRIPTION PRICE

www.goleader.com/subscribe

One-year – $36 • Two-year – $68 • Three-year – $99

New Jersey Needs Competitive,
Not Gerrymandered, Districts
New Jersey Democrats have held the majorities in
both the State Assembly and the Senate for nearly two
decades, and now it appears the party wants to improve
its odds of doing so again come 2021. That is the first
year under the next reapportionment of the state’s 40
legislative districts, a process held every 10 years following the U.S. Census.
Sen. Tom Kean, Jr., the Republican leader in the upper
chamber, authored an op-ed last week critical of Democrats’ efforts to push through a Constitutional amendment which, he said, favored their party in all future
elections, not just the decade ahead. The measure was
approved by the Senate Budget and Appropriations
Comnittee on Monday by a vote of 8 to 5.
“This proposed constitutional amendment is an indefensible attempt by New Jersey Democrats to prevent
millions of voters from having an opportunity to make a
choice in truly competitive legislative elections,” Mr.
Kean wrote. “Their effort to permanently rig the election
process in their favor was shredded by independent
experts the last time it was considered, and they’re doing
everything possible to prevent the same level of scrutiny
from sinking their shameful plan yet again.”
The Democrats’ grip on the state is growing. They
retook the governor’s office after eight years under a
Republican governor, Chris Christie, and hold 25 of the
40 seats in the Senate and 54 of the 80 seats in the
Assembly, the largest majority Democrats have had in
the Assembly in 40 years. The GOP just took a beating
on Election Day in races for New Jersey’s House of
Representatives seats. Come January, Democrats will

hold 11 of New Jersey’s 12 Congressional seats in
addition to both U.S. Senate seats, resulting in the lowest
number of House seats for the GOP in the Garden State
since the early 1900s when Woodrow Wilson was President. And of course, Democrats have held all nine seats
on the Union County Freeholder board for over 20 years.
In our view, the goal should always be to make our
election process as competitive as possible. There should
be no “safe” seats on either side of the political aisle.
Gerrymandering should be illegal as voters, collectively, should be able to remove an incumbent if they so
choose. Also, why is it virtually impossible for an
independent candidate to win in New Jersey such as
under the Green Party or Libertarian Party? The state’s
June Primary is solely for the two major political parties.
Assemblyman Jon Bramnick, the Republican leader in
the lower chamber, said in a July op-ed that he is proposing amending the state Constitution “to define what a
competitive district is and stop manipulation so the party
in power doesn’t manufacture election results.” His amendment would define a “competitive district” as not favoring a political party “by more than 10 percent.”
“When districts are crafted to give one party the
advantage, it polarizes political parties and people,” Mr.
Bramnick wrote. He noted that over the past nine state
elections going back to 2001, Democrats have picked up
10 seats in the Assembly despite the fact that the statewide vote was split 50-50 during this time period.
And the proposed amendment by Democrats requires
that only 25 percent of the 40 legislative districts be
competitive. Why not 75 percent?

Gala Honorees Remind Us Anew
Of First Responders’ Dedication
Among the greatest assets any community has is
its first responders, those men and women who
faithfully answer the call to protect and serve their
neighbors and visitors to their towns 24 hours a day,
365 days a year. They deserve our kudos year round,
but it seems especially appropriate now, as we reflect on events of the waning year, to publicly
acknowledge their collective and incalculable contributions to the overall good of our society.
The Scotch Plains 28th Annual Mayor’s Charity
Gala, taking place on Saturday evening at the
Shackamaxon Country Club, will pay tribute to the
township’s first responders during an evening combining festivities with philanthropy. This year’s Gala
honorees include the members of the Scotch Plains
Police Department, Scotch Plains Fire Department
and the Scotch Plains Rescue Squad.
According to the gala committee, each of these
organizations has chosen to have proceeds benefit
the Scotch Plains Police Foundation, Scotch Plains
Firefighters Association and the Scotch Plains Rescue Squad, in support of local volunteer outreach
initiatives. A portion of the funds will go to the
Scotch Plains Municipal Alliance, an organization
that conducts substance-abuse prevention programs
in Scotch Plains and Fanwood. For more information on the gala, visit scotchplainsnj.gov.
We laud the committee’s choice to recognize its
emergency responders at this year’s gala, and also
wish to commend these Scotch Plains units and their
counterparts in neighboring municipalities and be-

yond, for their service and their sacrifices. All of
these individuals regularly and willingly face myriad
hazards, including life-threatening circumstances,
in the course of serving the public, whether from
criminal activity or other dangerous human behavior, fire situations, tumultuous weather or various
other factors. Many firefighters and rescue squad
members are volunteers.
Our first responders also collectively strengthen
the fabric of our towns through their presence and
interaction with the public in non-emergency circumstances. These include police personnel serving
as school resource officers, their involvement in
local PAL programs, participation by all emergency
response divisions in annual “National Night Out”
events, and other activities designed to forge partnerships between responders and residents. Such
partnerships enable citizens to become better acquainted with first responders and what they do,
create a rapport between the public and law enforcement that can enhance crime prevention, and help
address other community needs as well.
We encourage our fellow residents to express their
appreciation to our first responders, and to support
these dedicated public servants through whatever
channels they are able, whether it be attendance at
community events like “National Night Out,” through
donations or by becoming a volunteer. We could not
function effectively as communities without our
police, fire and first-aid personnel, and we owe them
a perennial debt of gratitude.
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Letters to the Editor
Fight to Save Your Neighborhood,
Preserve The Beauty and Charm
Our town council, mayor and other
elected officials maintain that they
want to preserve the charm and character of Westfield, yet builders continue to take advantage of loopholes
in our outdated zoning and subdivision regulations to squeeze in what
will presumably be more charmless,
cookie-cutter designed homes. New
England Village is the latest victim:
D. Villane Builders is seeking to tear
down a single-family home, subdivide a beautiful, tree-covered lot and
shoehorn in two houses where only
one existed on New England Drive, a
leafy, tree-lined street which has long
served as an extension of Tamaques
Park for the many children, joggers,
parents with strollers and dog walkers who frequent the park. While the
builder claims some of the 48 trees on
the lot will be preserved, past history
suggests otherwise. He built another
house in the neighborhood, on
Dickson Drive, at the entrance to
Tamaques Park. Not one original tree
remains – all were removed. The large

backyard was virtually clear cut,
paved over and fenced. It is indeed
ironic that this builder is currently
being represented by Jim Foerst, who
not only formerly served as a councilman for the 4th Ward where this
project has been proposed, but was a
long-time member of the planning
board, chairing code review and overseeing the creation of the land use
task force and enhancements of the
historic preservation and tree preservation ordinances.
Your neighborhood may similarly
be at risk of teardowns and inappropriate subdivisions. Please come out
and support your fellow citizens at
the next planning board meeting,
December 3, 7:30 p.m. in the council
chambers of the municipal building,
425 East Broad Street, as we continue
to fight back to save our neighborhood, and preserve the beauty, charm
and landscape that has always defined Westfield.
Jean Erickson
Westfield

To Be Elected to Office But Another
Thing To Know How To Govern
These are unprecedented times for
the Presidency. All of us should be
very concerned, President Trump calls
ABC, CBS, NBC, and CNN, “The
fake news media” and “the enemy of
the American People.” “Face The Nation” is “Deface the Nation.” The
New York Times is “Failing and Corrupt.”
He says Supreme Court Chief Justice John Roberts does not know what
he is talking about when he says federal judges try their best to be impartial. He singles out federal judges
with whose decisions he disagrees
and slams the Ninth Circuit.
He calls outspoken critic Representative Adam Schiff “little Adam
Schitt,” former Vice-President Biden
“crazy Joe,” Senator Jeff Flake “Jeff
Flakey,” Senate Minority Leader
Chuck Schumer “Cryin’ Chuck,”
Senator Bernie Sanders “Crazy
Bernie,” and Joe Scarborough
“Psycho Joe” and his co-host Mika
Brzezinski “dumb as a rock.”
He publicly chastises French President Macron, German Chancellor
Merkel, and other NATO leaders!
Never in the long history of the
Presidency have there ever been such
vilification by a President against his
opponents! Perhaps the worst a President said about the judicial branch
was President Jackson’s, “The decision of the Supreme Court has fell
still born and they find that it cannot
coerce Georgia to yield to its mandate.” The Court had ruled in Worcester v. Georgia, 31 U.S. 516 (1832),
that the federal government and not
the states has jurisdiction over American Indian affairs.
Not even President Nixon said a
disparaging word about the Supreme
Court after the Supreme Court in

United States v. Nixon, 428 U.S. 683
(1974), ordered him to deliver the
Watergate tapes and other subpoenaed material to the Federal District
Court for the District of Columbia.
Nor did President Truman after the
Supreme Court in Youngstown Sheet
and Tube Co. v. Sawyer, 343 U.S. 579
(1952), held he had unconstitutionally seized the steel mills of the country during the Korean War.
FDR failed to “pack” the Supreme
Court with judges favorable to his
New Deal legislation the Court had
been overturning, but he never again
publicly rebuked the Supreme Court.
Presidents must accept criticism,
whatever it may be. Presidents must
know that in our political system democracy is all about the expression of
different points of view.
In the long time to come after all is
settled what seems of supreme importance today may be a footnote if
that. Yet in the present moment this or
that issue takes on such monumental
importance that perspective, balanced
judgment, and common sense are lost.
To be President is to have to be
temperate in words and actions. To be
President is to accept a free press, an
independent judiciary, and a not always compliant public.
It is one thing to be elected to the
highest office in the land and another
thing to know how to govern, to lead,
to sense the moods of the day and not
recoil in anger, to treat opponents
with respect and indeed with kindness, to use the gentle word.
“A gentle answer turns away wrath,
but a harsh word stirs up anger.” Proverbs 15:1.
Stephen Schoeman
Westfield

My Meeting With Republican Elites
I often wonder what is the stuff that
comprises the mindset of left liberals or
progressives and right conservatives.
Viewing the same facts such as the
Constitution they often times arrive at
opposing conclusions. Is it due to reasoning or some negative childhood experience or simply a matter of genetics
and neurotransmitters which determine
emotions? As a thought experiment
when I’m with a group, I periodically
ask, “What do you think of President
Trump?” The immediate conservative
response is usually characterized by
naughty smiles and beaming eyes, while
the liberal ones with facial expressions
of suffering not uncommonly tinged
with hateful overtones.
With this in mind, I accepted an invitation from the Washington Examiner
to attend a conference at the impressive
Cloisters resort in Georgia at the Sea
Island Political Summit featuring elite
Republican speakers such as Newt
Gingrich, Karl Rove, Steve Forbes and
Ken Starr. The first speaker was Arthur
Brooks, the President of the American
Enterprise Institute, who, in a delightful panoramic presentation, spoke about
the nature of happiness. The energetic
Karl Rove spoke about his new book on
the misunderstood assassinated President McKinley. The remaining speakers addressed the political and social
dynamics of current America: Gingrich
with a typical sweeping analysis; Forbes
on the nature of economics and money
and Starr on his experience investigating the Clintons as well as current ongoing ones. One highly impressive and
persuasive speaker was Georgia Senator Perdue the former leader of a Fortune 500 company. This man deserves
national attention. There were also panels where further additional analyses
and opinions were presented. Then there
were the Gingrich, Rove and Starr book
State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673
Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073
Asm. Nancy Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414
LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

signings.
Midway during the conference I had
a stubborn, subconscious feeling that I
couldn’t quite bring to mind. We all
have experienced this in our increasingly complicated lives. It finally jumped
to mind while I was having dinner with,
would you believe, two high-level Taiwanese government ministers and my
colleague, Patricia Park. Let’s step back
for a moment. The attendees were almost equally divided between men and
women averaging slightly above middleage territory who, at that period in life,
had encountered many of life’s ups and
downs and learning from them.
What struck me was the predominance of good humor and total absence
of signs of fierce hostility and hate,
which has now become increasingly
commonplace in our country. None was
encouraging the harassment of Democratic leaders at restaurants and universities and of attempting to break down
the door of a frightened mother alone in
her home.
On the long ride home with Patricia
behind the wheel, I had the following
thoughts: generally speaking, the current Democrat mindset is substantially
more emotional, hateful and energetic
than the Republican one: for the moment the former mindset is gathering
steam and the latter is temperamentally
incapable of generating an emotionalhate strategy of proportionate intensity
as a counter attack.
Then trying to determine over the 14hour drive back to Westfield what fundamentally drives the two different
mindsets, Pascal’s famous quote was
the closest that I could think of. “Le
coeur a ses raisons que la raison ne
connait point,” or “The heart has reasons that reason knows not.”
Dr. Stephen DeFelice
Westfield

State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)
1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404
Asm. Jim Kennedy (D)
34 E. Cherry St.
Rahway, N.J. 07065
(732) 943-2660
Asw. Linda Carter (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757
LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark,
Rahway and Linden.
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Diction Deception
Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception
of diction?
If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read individual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!
All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.
Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Surphul – To bathe with medicated
water
2. Peccadillo – A petty fault or minor
offense
3. Idoneous – Suitable; proper
4. Tormina – Severe gripping pains in
the bowels
IMPALPABLE
1. That which cannot be felt
2. Not subject to corruption
3. Motionless; inert
4. Of little or no consequence
SICCATIVE
1. Slow-moving; sluggish
2. Disgraceful; cheap
3. Snarly; tangled
4. Causing to dry
PUNGAR
1. A horsefly
2. A crab
3. Literary works
4. A fencing master
SALTO
1. In music, a skip
2. Muscular power
3. Very small amount; a pinch
4. With great speed

Letters to
the Editor
The Iranian Nuclear
Deal
I read with interest Mr. Reich’s
commentary where he states: why
would it [the Israeli Government]
profess solidarity with American
Jews, but take actions that drive the
wedge between it and American Jews
even deeper?
I have a question for Mr. Reich:
Why did American Jews support the
Iranian Nuclear Deal (JCPOA) when
the vast majority of Israeli Jews across
the political spectrum opposed it and
viewed it as an existential threat?
Why were American progressive
Jews silent or their opposition muted
when the United States Government
abstained from a UN Resolution delegitimizing Israeli and Jewish claims
to Jerusalem?
I think that his answers to those
questions will provide the answers to
his questions.
Keith Firestone
Westfield

Newspaper Oppression
The free press is now the oppressor. They use their power of the printed
word to shut out any free thought that
is not lock step, which in my opinion
is their fascist agenda. They suffocate
a healthy exchange of ideas which is
the genesis of apathy.
Definition of fascism in this case,
not a government but a newspaper, is
having complete power to suppress
opposite and critical voices. To wit,
the editor of a local newspaper when
in discussion of a certain letter to be
submitted, he argued and then took
punitive action and has since suppressed every letter sent to his publication. This is what’s happening today where the hero of the common
man has become the common man’s
downfall.
Walter Sosnosky
Kenilworth

SPEAKING UP

Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey
(908) 527-4200
Ed Oatman, Mgr., eoatman@ucnj.org
Sergio Granados, chair
sgranados@ucnj.org
Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
(908) 527-4419
sdelia@ucnj.org

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance (R)
425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 518-7733
[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]
12th Congressional District
Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (D)
850 Bear Tavern Road, Suite 201, Ewing, N.J. 08628
(609) 883-0026
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]
senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
asmkennedy@njleg.org, asmgreen@njleg.org
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How Old Is The Christmas Tree
In Westfield, In Your Town?

1958 Y’s Men Report

Ethnic Foods
Rahway - St. Thomas the Apostle
Byzantine Catholic Church in Rahway
NJ, will host a Holiday Market and
Craft Sale on Saturday, December 8.
All are invited to shop 9 a.m. 3 p.m.,
with vendor access starting at 7:30
a.m. The Holiday Gift Market is held
in the parish center located at 1407
St.Georges Ave., Rahway. This handicap accessible center can accommodate 60 vendors at each market. Everyone who attends will receive a free
raffle ticket for a drawing of a special
gift card at 1 p.m. The vendors have
gifts for children and adults, as well
as household items, collectibles, toys
and antiques. Their kitchen will be
open for both breakfast and lunch.
The St. Thomas chefs offer homemade ethnic specialties such as stuffed
cabbage, kielbasa and sauerkraut subs
and pirohi, as well as taylor ham and
egg sandwiches for breakfast. For
information, please call (908) 7232015

REPRINT Dec., 2015 – The popularity of the Christmas tree tradition
became widespread in the mid 1800s,
though it dates back as far as the 16th
century in Germany. Folklore also
has referred to it as the Yule-tree.
Today, it remains a wonderful tradition in this country that stands for
bringing joy of the season to all.
One can count the rings to see how
old these trees were. One can also
measure the trunk diameter and use
the method described below to determine the approximate tree age. Tree
height is not a good indicator of age.
How old is that tree in your neighborhood, in your yard? According to the
U.S. Forestry Service and other arboretum authorities, the age of a tree can
be estimated without using invasive
means such as cutting it down or
drilling a core sample and counting
the rings. It helps to know the species
of the tree and in what environment it
is living — obvious factors influencing age determination and affecting
height.
The Forestry Service reports that
tree diameter measured at “breast
height” provides a reliable correlation of tree age. The service has collected mounds of data to draw this
conclusion. Breast height incidentally
is stated as about 54 inches from the
ground, on the upside if there is any
slope. The Forestry Service recommends using a tape measure for the
circumference, then dividing by PI
(3.14) to obtain the diameter.
Forestry.about.com/... says calculate the age of the tree by multiplying
the tree’s diameter by its growth factor (see below): diameter x growth
factor = approximate tree age.
“...A shagbark hickory’s growth
factor has been determined to be 7.5
and its diameter is 10 inches: 10 inch
diameter x 7.5 growth factor = 75
years. Remember that the growth factors I provide are more accurate when
taken for forest grown trees,” notes
the website.
Some growth factors (GF) by tree

Support Local Journalism

Good Morning
Plainfield - The December calendar
for the Wednesday Morning Club reflects the spirit of the holiday season. The
club’s December luncheon will be held at
Giovanna's Restaurant Wednesday, December 5, at 12:30 p.m. Entertainment
will be provided by the Madrigal Singers,
a singing ensemble from Cranford High
School. They will sing a selection of
favorite holiday songs A capella.

goleader.com/subscribe

The Family Law Department of Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski
Presents

species: red maple (4.5 GF); silver
maple (3.0 GF); sugar maple (5.0
GF); river birch (3.5 GF); white birch
(5.0 GF); shagbark hickory (7.5 GF);
green ash (4.0 GF); black walnut (4.5
GF); black cherry (5.0 GF); red oak
(4.0 GF); white oak (5.0 GF); pin oak
(3.0 GF); basswood (3.0 GF); American elm (4.0 GF); ironwood (7.0 GF);
cottonwood (2.0 GF); redbud (7.0
GF); dogwood (7.0 GF); aspen (2.0
GF).
Someone or some group planted
the Westfield Christmas tree at the
north-side train station several decades ago. How long ago was that?
Who did it? Seven years ago (in 2008),
with a protractor, tape measure and
trigonometry, we calculated the height
of the tree at about 65 feet (it’s much
taller now). We knew that measuring
the height provides very little correlation with tree age, but we couldn’t
get to the trunk then to measure the
circumference.
Local tree expert Martin Schmiede
then told us that the Westfield tree is
a Norway spruce. He glanced up and
said it’s perhaps 100 years old.
We attempted to measure the
Westfield Christmas tree diameter
then, but it was blocked off in preparation for the tree lighting ceremony
Sunday night. We also noted that obtaining an accurate measurement
would be difficult due to numerous
vines at the tree trunk. A Norway
spruce has a growth factor of 5.
From The Westfield Leader records:
www.goleader.com/12may10/20.pdf;
“Mr. Mannino Brought Tree to WF
Station, WESTFIELD – A part of the
legacy of Vincent Mannino, who died
that week at age 97, is the Christmas
tree that forms the centerpiece of the
north-side Westfield train station
plaza. The tree was taken from the
Rindell home on Mountain Avenue
around 1958. Then approximately 18
feet tall, it was transported by an R.
Mannino & Sons flatbed trailer. It
was a major job to relocate the tree
and, according to Mr. Mannino’s son,

his father’s last words to the tree were
“please grow.” He watered that tree
many, many times for a year. Well,
Mr. Mannino, your tree gift did grow
— to please us all.
An 18-foot-tall Norway spruce has
a bulb of about 13 feet in diameter,
weighs about 2,000 pounds. We
guessed it was perhaps 30 years old.
So circa 1958 plus 33 years, leads one
to believe the Westfield Christmas
tree was born in 1925. Now, 2015
makes it 89. But we must be wrong
about the age since this week we
measured the trunk diameter and performed the age calculations. We also
measured the trunk circumference of
the Christmas tree on the south-side
train station plaza. The data: NS tree
circumference is 97 inches; SS tree
circumference is 71 inches. Calculating the ages yields an astounding 155
years for the NS tree and 113 years
for the SS tree.
Norway Spruce are hearty, disease
resistant and live for centuries. The
oldest known tree in the world is a
Norway spruce in Sweden believed
to be over 9,000 years old. Amazing,
a seedling five years old is only about
six to eight inches high.
Our next task is to search our archives (or get help from the public) to
determine who transplanted the
Christmas tree and when on the
Westfield south-side train station
plaza.
If you have a chance in your town,
measure your Christmas tree at breast
height and estimate its age.
“Trees (1913) I Think that I shall
never see A poem lovely as a tree.
A tree whose hungry mouth is prest
Against the sweet earth’s flowing
breast; A tree that looks at God all
day, And lifts her leafy arms to pray;
A tree that may in summer wear A nest
of robins in her hair; Upon whose
bosom snow has lain; Who intimately
lives with rain.
Poems are made by fools like me, But
only God can make a tree.” Joyce Kilmer
(born 1886 in New Brunswick, N.J.).

This is your new home
we are talking about

Owen Brand
Mortgage Development Officer
Phone - 908.789.2730
Cell - 908.337.7282
Email - owen.brand@santander.us
NMLS # 222999
All loans subject to approval. Equal Housing Lender. Santander Bank, N.A. is a Member FDIC and a wholly owned
subsidiary of Banco Santander, S.A. 2017 Santander Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. Santander, Santander Bank
and the Flame logo are trademarks of Banco Santander, S.A. or its subsidiaries in the United States or other
countries. All other trademarks are the property of their respective owners. C0427_12F 12/09/16

Office Space Available in
Westfield & Mountainside
Are you loving NJ Transit lately?
Solution can be an office or satellite in
Westfield right at the train & bus station!

Westfield offices for lease:
Top row standing: Jennifer L. Young, Esq., Catherine A. Manino, Esq.
Bottom row sitting: Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq., Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq. (Chair)

4 Lawyers, 4 Levels of Experience, 4 Hourly Rates

Useful Information at
www.goleader.com/help
(Your subscription Renewal Date
and Customer ID are printed on
your mailing label.)

The Law Offices Of

Lisa M. Black, LLC
223 Elmer Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

908-233-1803
lmb.blacklaw@gmail.com
Specializing in all aspects of Family Law, Adoptions,
Estate Planning, Real Estate Sales and Purchases

Call for a free consultation

DUGHI, HEWIT & DOMALEWSKI

Criminal Defense Matters
State and Municipal Criminal Court
Motor Vehicle Tickets • DWI

Call Brandon Minde, Former Prosecutor
Mention this ad for a complimentary conference

340 North Avenue, Cranford, NJ
(908) 272-0200 • www.dughihewit.com

All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce including
custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of assets, alimony, child
support, college costs, prenuptial agreements, mediation, domestic violence,
palimony and post-divorce changes in financial circumstances.

Mention this ad to receive a complimentary conference

Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski, P.C.
340 North Avenue Cranford, New Jersey 07016
(908) 272-0200
www.dughihewit.com

• Located at 241 North Ave just steps from the train & bus.
• Handicap accessible including elevator and bathrooms.
• Newly renovated, well maintained with owner on-site.
• Several configurations available from a single room to 2,150 square ft.
• Parking available in lot 8, along the train tracks, through the town.

Mountainside office also available:
• Situated right next to the post office and close to shops at 608 Sherwood Pkwy.
• One oversized office with shared waiting room and kitchen.
• Great parking! Wonderful quiet location.
• Rent is $1,200 per month.

Contact owner at 908-233-7900
Ask for Susannah or Bob or email Bob@fintax.com
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In Loving Memory
Of Patricia Tubbs
Patricia Mauldin Gilmer Tubbs enhancing the Heavenly Choir. Her
went to be with her Savior on last two weeks on Earth were spent
Wednesday, November 14, 2018, singing all her favorite hymns with
three of her children, and a
after a full life of service
son-in-law and a steady
to God and her family.
stream of saints (who came
She was 93 years old and
to her room with their own
had lived at Givens Highhymnals). It was a blessed
land Farms, Black
and sweet time for all, inMountain, N.C., for 22
cluding the Highland Farms
years. Married to Ace
Nurses and CNAs who lovLeonard Tubbs (deingly cared for her over
ceased February, 2015),
many years.
she was the daughter of
We loved our Mama
Sam Orr and Maud
and Daddy and are grateElizabeth Cason Gilmer.
ful to God for the gift of
She met our Dad while
Eternal Life. They are reattending the Presbyteunited now and forever,
rian School of Christian
Patricia Tubbs
which fills us with joy! A
Education in Richmond,
family remembrance day
while he was attending
Richmond Theological Seminary. It is planned for July 4th weekend.
Mama was a big supporter of her
was love at first sight and they married shortly thereafter in 1946. She daughter’s non-profit to help men
was the mother of five, grandmother trapped in addiction. If you wish to
of eleven and great-grandmother of honor her, please check out
twelve, all of whom fill her life with williamsplace.org.
Penland Family Funeral Home is
much joy.
She studied vocal performance at honored to be caring for the Tubbs
Converse College and used her solo Family. The online memorial regisis
available
at
voice in praise to God in many churches ter
and events throughout her life. Now www.PenlandFamilyFuneralHome.com.
November 29, 2018
her pure, lilting, lyric soprano voice is

Library to Feature Events
With International Themes
WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Memorial Library will present two
programs with an international flare
in early December.
“Music from China” will return to
the library this Saturday, December
1, at 2 p.m., this time with a performance by the duo of Wang Guowei
on the erhu (a two-stringed instrument) and Sun Li on the pipa (an
instrument with a hollow wooden
body that is strummed). These are
two of the most iconic and virtuosic
Chinese instruments.
The enduring sound and musical
versatility of these bowed and plucked
string instruments will be presented
in a program spanning music from
China’s ancient dynasties, to folk cul-

Synagogue Plans
Hanukkah Party
SCOTCH PLAINS – The religious
school of Congregation Beth Israel
will hold a community-wide Hanukkah Party on Saturday, December 8,
from 5:30 to 8 p.m. The celebration,
which coincides with the seventh
night of Hanukkah, is free and open
to the public.
The evening will begin with
Havdalah, a special ceremony that
marks the end of Shabbat, followed by
the lighting of the Hanukkah menorah.
Students in the religious school also
will perform songs and skits.
In addition, there will be food, arts
and crafts activities, and a Hanukkahthemed escape room.
“We are eager to welcome members of the community to join us in
celebrating Hanukkah together,” said
Lev Metz, director of Congregational
Learning and Engagement at Congregation Beth Israel. “The Hanukkah Party provides a great opportunity to showcase the warm environment we have at CBI, as well as the
rich learning experience of our religious school families.”
Congregation Beth Israel is located at 18 Shalom Way, Scotch
Plains, at the corner of Martine Avenue. For more information, contact
Lev Metz at Lev@CBIsp.org or at
(908) 889-1830.

ture, to contemporary work.
On Tuesday, December 4, at 2 p.m.,
artist Joy Cabanos will present a workshop on making a festive 3D star
based on the traditional “Parol” lanterns that adorn homes in the Philippines during the holiday season.
Attendees will learn how to use
collage and mixed-media techniques
to create the star. It can be hung up at
home or given as a unique gift. All
materials will be provided.
Ms. Cabanos has conducted many
workshops at the library in the past to
teach both children and adults origami,
the Japanese art of making beautiful
objects with paper-folding techniques.
Attendees must sign up for the programs, which are free and open to
Westfield Memorial Library and
MURAL cardholders. MURAL
cardholders belong to the 40-plus libraries that are part of the Middlesex
Union Reciprocal Agreement Libraries. Interested persons are encouraged
to check the Westfield Memorial
Library’s website, wmlnj.org, to see if
their library is a MURAL participant.
To register for the programs, visit
wmlnj.org and click on the Online
Calendar, or call (908) 789-4090,
option 0.
For more information on library
programs and services, call (908) 7894090, visit wmlnj.org and sign up for
the monthly e-newsletter, “Library
Loop,” or stop by the library at 550
East Broad Street for a copy of its
award-winning, quarterly newsletter,
“Take Note.”

Caregivers to Meet
Monday Evening
WESTFIELD — A support group
for those caring for elderly or chronically ill loved ones will meet on Monday, December 3, in the parish center
of St. Helen’s Roman Catholic
Church, located on Lamberts Mill
Road in Westfield.
Meetings take place on the first
non-holiday Monday of each month
at 7:30 p.m. These are information
and sharing sessions. For more information, call Marilyn Ryan at (908)
233-8757.

Wednesday Morning Club
Lists December Activities
CRANFORD — The December
calendar for the Wednesday Morning Club reflects the spirit of the
holiday season.
The club will hold its luncheon at
Giovanna’s Restaurant on Wednesday, December 5, at 12:30 p.m. The
Madrigal Singers, a popular singing ensemble from Cranford High
School, will provide entertainment.
The young men and women will
sing a selection of favorite holiday
songs a cappella. To make a reservation, contact Jane Reilly. The cost
is $22. Giovanna’s is located at 1462
South Avenue, Plainfield.
On Tuesday, December 11, at
12:30 p.m., the Public Affairs Department and the Literature Department will enjoy their Christmas
party at the home of Marie
Mastorakis. All Wednesday Morning Club members are welcome.
Everyone is asked to bring a sandwich and a sweet to share. Those
planning to attend are asked to call
Marie. All are invited to bring a
Christmas story or special memory
of Christmas to share with the group.
The Arts and Crafts Department

We’ll Help You
Get Your Business
in the Spotlight!
Call the Leader/Times:

908-232-4407
goleader.com/form/bulletin

will visit Liberty Hall Museum on
Thursday, December 13, at 11 a.m.,
for the museum’s annual holiday
tour event. The group will experience “A Storybook Christmas” as
five popular children’s stories are
brought to life through Christmas
décor on the transformed first floor
of the museum. The museum is
located at 1003 Morris Avenue,
Union. The cost of the tour is $8.
To arrange carpooling or to obtain
more information about this event,
call Joan Davis.
The club’s first business meeting of the new year will take place
on Wednesday, January 2, 2019, at
10 a.m., at the Cranford Community Center. Co-Presidents Sue
Driscoll and Marie Mastorakis will
preside over this meeting, to which
the public is invited. Karen M.
Ensle, Ed.D., a family and community health sciences educator in
Union County, will be the guest
speaker. She is a registered dietician and will share information
about how to achieve wellness
through good nutrition and a
healthy lifestyle. The Cranford
Community Center is located at
220 Walnut Avenue.
The club is collecting non-perishable food items at its meetings
to be donated to the food bank. For
more information about the
Wednesday Morning Club, contact
Co-Vice Presidents Carol Moran
at (908) 233-5635 or by e-mail at
caromm@comcast.net or Sandi
Jacobs at (908) 317-5256 or by email at sandij301@gmail.com.

The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

– Obituaries –
Marc W. Myers, 59, Loved Life;
Family Man and World Traveler

Marc Williams Myers passed away and an active member of the Church
suddenly at his home in Brookline, of the Redeemer community in
Mass., on Thursday, November 15, Chestnut Hill, Mass.
2018. The devoted and adoring husMarc’s faith was his compass and
band of Beth E. Myers, he
his family was his cornerwas a loving father to Janey
stone. His wife, Beth, and
and Curt. He was a behis children, Janey and
loved son of Martha and
Curt, were the center of
Henry F. Myers, III of
his universe. Everyone
Williamsburg, Va. (forblessed to have known him
merly of Stanmore Place,
will always remember his
Westfield) and son-in-law
perpetual smile. He enof Marjorie and Robert
joyed performance drivBarnes of Greenville, S.C.
ing and traveling around
He is survived by his sisthe world with his family.
ter, Wendy, and her husMarc adored his dogs and
band, Vaughan Jones; his
always believed in the
brother, Henry F. Myers,
Boston Red Sox, who just
IV, and his wife, Susan, as
finished giving him one
Marc W. Myers
well as nieces and nephlast great season. His comews Bethany, Ian, Alice, Spencer, Den- mitment to his profession earned him
ver and Boothe.
the respect of his colleagues. He was
Marc grew up in Westfield and a friend that every friend would like
was graduated from Westfield High to have. His unbounded love for his
School in 1977. He was an avid family was only surpassed by their
soccer player on the WHS team. love for him.
Active in Boy Scout Troop 172 at
A funeral mass was held at the
The Presbyterian Church, he at- Church of the Redeemer on Tuestained the rank of Eagle Scout. He day, November 20, 2018. In lieu of
was an undergraduate at Cornell flowers, donations can be made in
University and earned his M.B.A. Marc’s memory to the U.S.O. at
at the University of Texas. He was a Donate|USO.org.
November 29, 2018
partner at Ernst & Young in Boston
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F-SP Rotary Club to Begin
Sale of Luminaries Dec. 1
FANWOOD/SCOTCH PLAINS
– During the month of December,
the Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary
Club will sell luminaries at the
Fanwood Department of Public
Works on Manfra Way off of North
Avenue, across from the Fanwood
Memorial Library.
The sale dates are Saturdays and
Sundays, December 1, December 8
and 9, December 15 and 16, and
December 22 and 23, from 9 a.m. to
3 p.m., and Monday, December 24, 9
a.m. to noon. Luminary kits cost 75
cents apiece in all quantities and include paper bags, candles and sand.
Customers are encouraged to bring
buckets, boxes or plastic bags to transport the sand.
Luminaries are traditionally used
to illuminate the streets on Christmas Eve. A candle is nestled in sand
at the bottom of a paper bag and

placed along sidewalks to create a
beautiful walkway. The candles are
then lit at dusk on Christmas Eve.
Some neighborhoods in the area get
together and buy hundreds of kits to
create an amazing display.
All proceeds from the sale will be
used to fund the various charitable
and humanitarian projects that Rotary supports, both locally and internationally.
The Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary Club has been serving the community since 1938. The club meets on
Wednesdays at noon at the Stage
House Restaurant in Scotch Plains.
Guests are invited to attend and learn
about the good that Rotary is doing
worldwide. For further information
about the Fanwood-Scotch Plains
Rotary Club, go to fsprotary.org or
visit the club’s Facebook page,
Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary Club.

F-SP Service League Shop
Offers Holiday Merchandise
SCOTCH PLAINS — The
Fanwood-Scotch Plains Service
League Thrift Shop, located at 1741
East 2nd Street, Scotch Plains, will be
open regular store hours from Saturday, December 1, through Saturday,
December 23. Store hours are Tuesday through Friday, 10 a.m. to 2:30
p.m., and Saturday, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
The shop is well stocked for the
holidays. Beginning Tuesday, December 4, the shop will feature the annual
Christmas Boutique. League volunteers have carefully inventoried and
stocked new, never-used merchandise. Many items are in their original
wrapping. For collectibles and antiques, the shop offers a Collectors’
Corner. Purchases are cash only and
items cannot be held. As deemed necessary, shop volunteers reserve the
right to monitor the store.
The thrift shop will be closed Tuesday, December 25, through Tuesday,
January 1, reopening on Wednesday,

January 2.
The Fanwood-Scotch Plains Service League is an all-volunteer, nonprofit organization that has served
the local communities since 1974.
Since its founding, the League has
donated $1.3 million for local causes.
Anyone interested in learning more
about the League or membership is
invited to call (908) 322-5420, visit
scotchplainsthriftshop.weebly.com,
or speak to any volunteers at the shop.
Interested persons also are encouraged to check out the organization’s
Facebook page, “Fanwood-Scotch
Plains Service League,” and give the
League a “Like.”
Donations are always welcome
during shop business hours. The shop
will provide tax receipts. Items should
be new or in very good condition.
Free parking is available on the street
and in the rear of the building. Visitors may enter the parking lot via
Willow Avenue.

Mountainside Library Posts
Programs For December
DECORATIVE WREATHS...Boy Scout Troop 77 will hold their annual holiday wreath fundraiser on Saturday and Sunday, December 1 and 2. The sale will
take place from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. both days in the parking lot of St. Paul’s
Episcopal Church, located at 414 East Broad Street, Westfield. Fresh Fraser fir
30-inch wreaths will be available while supplies last. Proceeds will support troop
activities including community service projects and camping trips. Pictured at
last year’s event, from left to right, are: Boy Scouts William Arida, James
Moriarty and Logan Gibbs.

Garwood Library Reveals
Programs For December
GARWOOD — The Garwood Public Library has announced a series of
events for December. It will be closed
on Monday and Tuesday, December
24 and 25, for Christmas, and Monday and Tuesday, December 31 and
January 1, for New Year observances.
Santa will visit the library on Saturday, December 8, at 10 a.m. Refreshments will be available. Parents and
caregivers are invited to bring their
cameras for a Christmas season photo
opportunity. The first 50 children will
receive a small gift from Santa. Space
is limited and registration is required.
The Knitting Club meets on Mondays and Thursdays at 10:30 a.m. No
registration is required. Participants
learn how to knit or show others how
while enjoying conversation. Needles
and yarn are provided to newcomers.
Kid’s Chess is offered Mondays at 3
p.m. No registration is required but
there is a limit of 12. This non-instructional program provides an informal
chess game for children of all ages. Six
boards are provided. There will be no
Kid’s Chess over the Winter Recess.
“Explore It” is presented Tuesdays
at 3 p.m. in the Lincoln School Art
Room. It offers after-school STEM
(Science, Technology, Engineering
and Math) fun for kids in grade 3 and
above. Registration is required and
there is a limit of 16. There will be no
“Explore It” on December 4 or over

the Winter Recess.
The Library Board of Trustees’
meeting is open to the public and will
take place on Wednesday, December
5, at 8 p.m.
Lego will be held on Thursday,
December 6, at 3 p.m., for children
ages 4 to 12. Participants will have an
opportunity to be inspired by this
month’s theme and build whatever
comes to mind. Some Lego creations
will be displayed in the library’s showcase. Registration is required and there
is a limit of 15.
Additionally on December 6,
Christmas Matters Holiday Carolers
will appear at the library at 6:45 p.m.
A professional, a cappella quartet,
dressed in Dickens-era costumes, will
entertain with holiday favorites and
maybe a sing-along. Registration is
required and there is a limit of 40
attendees.
Toddler Story Time, for infants to
children age 4, is held on Wednesdays at 10:30 a.m. No registration is
required. The Pipsqueak Players will
visit Storytime on December 12.
Additional programs will be announced for later in the month. The
Garwood Public Library is located at
411 Third Avenue. For more information and to register for programs, call
(908) 789-1670. Further information
also is available at youseemore.com/
garwood.

MOUNTAINSIDE — An array of
programs are planned at the Mountainside Public Library during December. The library will be closed
on Monday and Tuesday, December
24 and 25, in observance of Christmas Eve and Christmas Day, and on
Monday and Tuesday, December 31
and January 1, for New Year’s Eve
and New Year’s Day.
Tuesday Night Movie offerings
will include Ocean’s 8 (2018, PG13) on December 4; Woman Walks
Ahead (2018, PG-13) on December
11, and Mamma Mia! Here We Go
Again (2018, PG-13) on December
18. Each film starts at 6:30 p.m.
Brown Bag Academy will continue on Mondays, at 1:15 p.m., except December 24 and 31. The current course features lectures by Professor Robert Greenberg on “The
Symphony.” This course will end on
December 3 and a new course will
be selected by the participants. Attendees are invited to bring their
lunch; coffee, tea and cookies will
be served for dessert.
“Come Read to Kalee (Therapy
Dog)” is scheduled for Friday, De-

cember 7, at 3:45 p.m. This program
is especially designed for emergent
and beginning readers in kindergarten and grade 1, but all readers are
welcome. Participants are invited to
come and read to Kalee for five to 10
minutes and are asked to bring two
favorite books to read when they
come. Interested persons are requested to call the library to reserve a
spot for this program.
“Holiday Card Workshop” will be
presented on Saturday, December 8,
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. This workshop
continues to be a tradition at the library. There will be cards for all ages
to make, from the youngest child to
adults. Interested persons are asked
to register so that enough supplies
will be available, and then drop in to
create one-of-a-kind cards for family
and friends. Children under age 6
must be accompanied by a parent.
Additional programs will be announced for later in the month. To
register for library programs, stop
into the library or call the library at
(908) 233-0115. The Mountainside
Public Library is located at 1 Constitution Plaza.

Lavy House to Feature
Terrariums, Memory Café
WESTFIELD — Two programs
will be offered during December at
the Senior Resource Center at The
Lavy House, located at 748 East Broad
Street, Westfield.
“Making Your Own Terrarium”
with Rutgers Master Gardeners will
be the featured program for senior
citizens on Tuesday, December 4, at
11:30 a.m. A light lunch will be served
and kosher dietary laws observed.
Registration is recommended if planning to attend. Interested persons are
asked to contact info@jfscentralnj.org
or (908) 352-8375.
The Memory Café at The Lavy
House will take place on Tuesday,
December 18, from noon to 2 p.m.
The Memory Café program provides
a casual opportunity for individuals
with early to moderate Alzheimer’s
Disease/Dementia and their care partners to enjoy lunch, social activities

and entertainment. It is open, free of
charge, to Alzheimer’s/Dementia
caregivers in the community and their
loved ones. A light lunch will be served
and kosher dietary laws observed.
Registration is required for the
Memory Café as space is limited. To
register, call Naomi Kreutzer, Licensed Clinical Social Worker, at
(908) 352-8375.
The Senior Resource Center at The
Lavy House is a joint venture between Jewish Family Service of Central New Jersey, Temple Emanu-El of
Westfield and The Westfield United
Fund. Through a grant from the Jewish Community Foundation of Greater
MetroWest NJ, Jewish Family Service of Central New Jersey provides
programming and the services of
Naomi Kreutzer each Tuesday. Programs are free of charge and open to
the entire community.

Roselle Park to Hold Tree Lighting

SHARING THE WARMTH...The Friends of Westfield Memorial Library
recently donated hand-crocheted blankets for patients at the Center for Hope.
The donation was part of the group’s “Sharing the Warmth” program and will
provide an extra layer of comfort and support to hospice and palliative care
patients at Peggy’s House in Scotch Plains and Father Hudson House in
Elizabeth. Participants in Sharing the Warmth meet twice a month to knit and
crochet afghans that are donated to non-profit organizations. Pictured making
the special delivery are Cynthia Colicchio, left, and Carol Skotnicki, with Frank
Brady, president of the Center for Hope.

AREA — The Borough of Roselle
Park will hold its annual Christmas
Tree Lighting and Holiday Gala on
Friday, December 7, at the Michael
Mauri Gazebo Park. The park is located at the corner of Chestnut Street
and Grant Avenue in Roselle Park.
Members of the community are
invited to join Mayor Carl A.
Hokanson and the borough council
beginning at 5 p.m. for family activities including pony rides, a Ferris
wheel and live entertainment. Children can enjoy free pizza, refreshments and a special holiday treat compliments of Roselle Park Local PBA
27, while supplies last. Santa and
Mrs. Claus will arrive at 6 p.m. for
photos in the gazebo until 8 p.m.
Beginning at 7 p.m., guests will be

entertained with lively seasonal music by Eric Witkowski and the Roselle
Park High School, Middle School
and Elementary School Choirs; a special performance from Roselle Park’s
Dancers Pointe, and songs from Councilman Thos Shipley. The Christmas
Tree Lighting will follow at 8 p.m.
For more information, call Casano
Center Director Rupen Shah at (908)
245-0666.
The Roselle Park community
wishes to thank Roselle Park Local
PBA 27, the Roselle Park Education
Association, Community Center Association, Department of Public
Works, Roselle Park Fire Department
and Police Department, Union County
EMS and Roselle Park Dunkin’ Donuts for their support and donations.
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SCOTCH PLAINS – Congrega- adoption and hysterectomy.
“As Jews and as women, we have
tion Beth Israel will host a presentation on Thursday, December 6, at 7 so many shared experiences, yet
p.m., by V. Lakshmi,
the conversations
author of “Finding
sometimes never happen,” said CongregaYour Way When Life
Changes Your Plans:
tion Beth Israel SisA Memoir of Adopterhood President
Lisa Melville. “V’s
tion, Loss of Motherstory will resonate
hood and Rediscovering Home.” Sponwith everyone in
some way, as well as
sored
by
the
synagogue’s Sisterexpand our sense of
hood, this event is free
community, connectand open to the comedness, and Jewish
munity.
identity.”
V. Lakshmi
“Finding Your
Ms. Lakshmi is an
Way When Life Changes Your international award-winning phoPlans” is a cross-cultural, adop- tographer and owns a photography
tive-family love story. Born in a business in the midwest. She holds
remote village in India, Ms. a Bachelor of Arts degree in GenLakshmi was adopted and raised eral Studies with Minors in Psyby a Caucasian Jewish family in chology and Gender Studies. “FindAmerica. In her memoir, she cap- ing Your Way When Life Changes
tures the emotions surrounding Your Plans” is her first book.
Congregation Beth Israel is loadoption and describes her encounters with racism. The book also cated at 18 Shalom Way, Scotch
relates her struggles to cope with, Plains, at the corner of Martine Avand ultimately accept, her own enue. For more information, confeminine health issues that led to tact
Lisa
Melville
at
her loss of motherhood, including lisamelville9@gmail.com or call the
endometriosis, infertility, failed synagogue office at (908) 889-1830.

WESTFIELD — The First United
Methodist Church (FUMC)
Westfield has launched a new
website, ChristmasInWestfield.com,
as a source of information about
town holiday events as well as holiday offerings at the church.
FUMC will host its Second Annual Community Christmas Show
on Saturday, December 15, at 4
p.m., in the sanctuary. Everyone is
invited to this free event full of
carols and Christmas cheer.
A Blue Christmas Service will take
place at FUMC on Friday, December 21. This service will provide a
space for somber reflection for those
who are feeling pain or sorrow at this
time of year. The worship service
will be held from 6:30 to 7 p.m. The
sanctuary will be open from 4 to
6:30 p.m. prior to the service for
reflective time with music, and will
be open after the service until 8 p.m.
for quiet reflective time.
FUMC will offer four distinct
Christmas Eve services this year: a
Contemporary Service with Holy

Holy Trinity Seniors
To Hold Luncheon
Lauren S. Purnell and Dr. J. Kyle Swingle

Ms. Lauren S. Purnell
Weds Dr. J. Kyle Swingle

Historic Homes to Be Open
For ‘Gingerbread’ Weekend
MOUNTAINSIDE — The spirit of
the holidays, present and past, will be
celebrated during Gingerbread Open
House events at Mountainside’s historic Levi Cory House and Deacon
Andrew Hetfield House the weekend
of December 8 and 9.
On Saturday, December 8, the
Levi Cory House will be open to
adults for a Grand Opening Wine
and Cheese reception with wine tasting by Stew Leonard’s of Springfield, and on Sunday, December 9,
the Hetfield House will be open for
families. During each event, both
houses will be decorated in all their
holiday splendor. The Levi Cory
House will be open throughout the
weekend, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.,
for the Holiday Boutique.
During the adults’ open house on
December 8, from 3 to 5 p.m., there
will be light refreshments including
wine, cheese/crackers, baked goods
and beverages. The event also will
serve as the official Grand Opening
of the Levi Cory House that was
moved to Constitution Plaza five
years ago. The event will kick off at
3 p.m. with a visit from St. Nick.

Guests will enjoy music and plenty
of holiday cheer.
Families with children are welcome
on December 9, from 1 to 4 p.m., to
enjoy many interactive events and
activities. These include gingerbreadthemed ornaments to decorate, mini
holiday arrangements to make, a
guessing contest, mulled apple cider
and baked goods to enjoy, as well as
live music by the Deerfield Middle
School Instrumental Music students
at 1:30 p.m. and Our Lady of Lourdes
Children’s Choir at 2:30 p.m. Santa
and Mrs. Claus will visit the children
and parents are invited to bring their
cameras.
On both days, the Levi Cory House
Holiday Boutique will be open featuring holiday décor items, ornaments, jewelry, gifts, crafts and other
curiosities – both new and vintage.
The Levi Cory House and Deacon Andrew Hetfield House are located at Constitution Plaza
(Watchung Avenue, off Birch Hill
Road) adjacent to the Mountainside
Public Library. For further information, call (908) 789-9420 or go
to mountainsidehistory.org.

Library Announces Lineup
Of December Friday Films
SCOTCH PLAINS — Members
of the community are invited to the
Scotch Plains Public Library on
Fridays at noon to watch some of
the latest, most popular releases.
The schedule is as follows:
December 7: Crazy Rich Asians
(PG-13, 120 minutes). This contemporary romantic comedy, based on a
global bestseller, follows native New
Yorker Rachel Chu to Singapore to
meet her boyfriend’s family.
December 14: BlacKkKlansman
(R, 135 minutes). Ron Stallworth,
an African-American police officer
from Colorado Springs, Colo., successfully manages to infiltrate the
local Ku Klux Klan branch with
the help of a Jewish surrogate who
eventually becomes its leader.
Based on actual events.
December 21: Tag (R, 100 minutes). A small group of former
classmates organizes an elaborate,
annual game of tag that requires
some to travel all over the country.
December 28: Christopher Robin
(PG, 120 minutes). A working-class
family man, Christopher Robin, en-

Support Local Journalism

counters his childhood friend
Winnie-the-Pooh, who helps him
to rediscover the joys of life.
These events are free and open to
all. Registration is not required. For
more information, visit scotlib.org,
call (908) 322-5007, extension no.
204, or e-mail library@scotlib.org.
The Scotch Plains Public Library
is located at 1927 Bartle Avenue,
one block from Park Avenue in the
center of the township.

Ms. Lauren S. Purnell was married to Dr. J. Kyle Swingle on Saturday, November 3, 2018, in Greenwood, Virginia. The wedding and
reception took place at the Septenary
Winery, with the bride given in marriage by her father. David Zahl, a
licensed lay preacher associated
with Christ Episcopal Church in
Charlottesville, Virginia, officiated.
Ms. Purnell is the daughter of
Richard and Joan Purnell of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. She attended
Upper St. Clair High School and
graduated from the University of
Virginia and the Tuck School of
Business at Dartmouth College. She
is employed by the University of
Virginia Health System as a Senior
Development Lead for Innovation
and Strategy.
Dr. Swingle is a graduate of
Dartmouth College and the Geisel
School of Medicine at Dartmouth.
He is an internist employed by the
Sentara Group at Martha Jefferson
Hospital in Charlottesville. He is a
2001 graduate of Westfield High
School.
The groomsmen were Brendan
Ryan of Cranford, James Chororos
of New York City and Matthew
Vidovich of Baltimore, Maryland.
Longtime friends of the groom, they
grew up with him in Westfield.
Bridesmaids were Elisabeth
Garvey of Hinesburg, Vermont, Melissa Wilkenfeld of Studio City, California, and Rebecca Closson of
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. They
wore high/low dark green satin
dresses and carried fall bouquets of
hydrangea. The bride wore a strapless ivory gown with three layers of
lace that was made in Spain. She
wore her mother’s necklace and as
the evening got cooler, her great-

Library Invites Public
To ‘Bagels & Books’
SCOTCH PLAINS — The
Scotch Plains Public Library invites the community to “Bagels &
Books” on Monday, December 10,
at 10 a.m. Participants engage in
an informal chat about books they
have recently enjoyed. Staff will
clue attendees in to new and upcoming releases. Light refreshments will be served.
Registration is required for this
program. For more information, go to
scotlib.org,
e-mail
library@scotlib.org, call (908) 3225007, extension no. 204, or stop by
the Reference Desk. The Scotch Plains
Public Library is located at 1927
Bartle Avenue, one block from Park
Avenue in the center of the township.

LAW OFFICES OF
ROBERT G. STAHL, LLC

grandmother’s mink stole.
The dinner blessing was given by
the bride’s grandfather, the Reverend Richard Purnell, a retired Methodist minister. The guests were
treated to a Pittsburgh style cookie
table. The friends of the bride’s
mother baked many unique cookies
and every guest took home a bag of
their choosing. The evening concluded with the bride and the groom
digging up a bottle of bourbon that
they buried on the Septenary winery
property one month earlier. This is a
Virginia custom meant to ensure good
weather on the day of the wedding.
Dr. Swingle is the son of Kathryn
McElroy and Thomas Oldakowski
and Joseph and Carolyn Swingle of
Westfield. The groom’s parents
hosted a rehearsal dinner at the Red
Pump Kitchen on the Pedestrian Mall
in Charlottesville. A bridal luncheon
was given by Mrs. Emily Palmer at
her farmhouse in Charlottesville the
day before the wedding. Mrs. Sue
Brozick, Mrs. Darla Main and Ms.
Mary Sapienza threw a shower for
the couple in Pittsburgh.
Dr. Swingle is the grandson of the
late Joseph and Kay Swingle and
Joseph and Nancy McElroy, all of
Westfield.
After a honeymoon to the Dominican Republic, the couple resides in Charlottesville.

Ketubah Unit Slates
Chanukah Party
AREA — The B’nai B’rith Ketubah
Unit (55-plus) will hold their annual
Chanukah Party on Sunday, December 16, from 1 to 5 p.m., at Fred &
Murry’s Kosher Deli, located at 4345
Highway 9 North (Pond Road Shopping Center) in Freehold.
There will be a full deli meat buffet,
entertainment and a tricky tray auction. The cost is $34 per person. Nonmember prospective couples and
singles are welcome to come.
Interested persons are asked to
RSVP to Elaine at (908) 232-0062 by
Monday, December 10, to attend or
for more information about the group.

SELL
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220 St. Paul Street, Westfield, NJ
908.301.9001 • www.stahlesq.com

Westfield YMCA Posts
Wellness Wednesdays
WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Area YMCA has announced Wellness
Wednesdays at the Main Y Facility,
located at 220 Clark Street, Westfield.
Two new ADA-compliant racquetball courts are now open and also will
be available for use on Wellness
Wednesdays with a reservation.
The community additionally can
take advantage of the Y’s land and
water group exercise classes, swim
assessments, open gym and swim
times as well as the fitness facilities,
free of charge, every Wednesday between November 28 and December
19. Valid identification is required.
To learn more about Westfield Area
YMCA
programs,
visit
westfieldynj.org. Financial assistance
is available for those who qualify.

Menorah Lighting Set
In Garwood Sunday
GARWOOD — The Borough of
Garwood will hold its first Community Menorah Lighting event this Sunday, December 2, at 4:30 p.m., at
Borough Hall. This free community
event also will include cocoa and
donuts. All are welcome to attend this
celebration of the Festival of Lights.
Borough Hall is located at 403 South
Avenue, Garwood.

Hadassah to Present
Hanukkah Program
WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Chapter of Hadassah will hold its next
meeting and luncheon on Monday,
December 10, at noon, in Geifer Sacks
Hall of Temple Emanu-El. The community is invited to attend. Reservations are required and the fee is $20.
A musical event celebrating Hanukkah, with Adele Shafman on the
piano, will be the featured program.
Temple Emanu-El is located at 756
East Broad Street, Westfield. Interested persons are asked to call (908)
654-5508.

Youth Chess Club
Schedules Sessions
SCOTCH PLAINS — Scotch
Plains and Fanwood Library
cardholders ages 10 to 16, or active
members of the United States Chess
Federation, are invited to participate
in the Scotch Plains Public Library’s
very popular chess club. Led by instructor Errol Singh, the club will
meet next on Wednesdays, December
5 and 19, from 6 to 7:30 p.m.
Pre-registration is required for the
chess club and is limited to Scotch
Plains and Fanwood cardholders. To
register, go to wonderprep.com/
chess_manager.
Space is limited. For more information, call (908) 322-5007, extension
no. 204; e-mail library@scotlib.org,
or stop by the Reference Desk. The
Scotch Plains Public Library is located at 1927 Bartle Avenue, one block
from Park Avenue in the center of the
township.

Westfield Pediatric
Dental Group
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WESTFIELD — The Holy Trinity Senior Social Club will meet on
Monday, December 10, at 12:30 p.m.,
for its Christmas Luncheon. It will
take place at the parish center, 512
Westfield Avenue, Westfield, located
adjacent to the Holy Trinity Roman
Catholic Church.
Those who have not signed up but
are still interested in coming to the
luncheon are asked to call Phyllis
Lisanti at (732) 388-4367. Chapter
members also are asked to remember
donations for the Holy Trinity Food
Pantry, which is very low on supplies.

Communion at 10 a.m.; a Family Service with blended music and “Birthday Cake for Jesus” at 5 p.m.; a Traditional Candlelight Service with
Holy Communion at 7 p.m. with brass
ensemble music; and a “Lessons and
Carols” Candlelight Service at 11 p.m.
with music from the Sanctuary Choir.
Tickets to the services are available
for free at ChristmasInWestfield.com,
as well as in the church office and at
the door.
FUMC holds worship every Sunday at 10 a.m., with Church School
for all ages at 9 a.m. and Fellowship
Time following worship at 11 a.m.
Throughout the month of December, the Reverend William M. Williams III will teach on the worship
theme of “Greater Expectations.”
The schedule is as follows:
Sunday, December 2: Motivated
for Change.
Sunday, December 9: Get Outside Your Comfort Zone.
Sunday, December 16: Always
Be In Awe, featuring the Children
and Youth Christmas Pageant.
Sunday, December 23: Impact
Others.
Sunday, December 30: What Really Matters. All are invited to bring a
Christmas present to worship to participate in a “Blessing of the Gifts.”
FUMC is located at 1 East Broad
Street, Westfield. For more information, visit the church online at
fumcwestfield.org, on Facebook
(FUMC Westfield) or on Instagram
(fumcwestfield).
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FUMC Is Celebrating
Christmas In Westfield

Author V. Lakshmi to Speak
About Memoir at Synagogue

GINGERBREAD JOY...Santa and Mrs. Claus and the Gingerbread Man will
welcome guests to the Family Gingerbread Open House that will take place at the
historic Deacon Andrew Hetfield House on Sunday, December 9, from 1 to 4 p.m.,
in Mountainside.
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Dentistry for Infants, Children
Adolescents, and Special Needs
• New Patients Welcome
• Laser Dentistry
• In Office General Anesthesia
Timothy P. McCabe, D.M.D.
Board Certified

Julie Jong, D.M.D.
Board Certified

Kelly Walk, D.D.S.
Board Certified

John Chang, D.D.S.
Board Certified

Sara Karlin, D.D.S.

908-232-1231
555 Westfield Avenue, Westfield
www.kidsandsmiles.com
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More season wraps & preseasons
In December 6 Edition
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SHAPIRO HITS ROONEY FOR TWO TDS; NORRIS TD, SMITH TD; FREER 2 FUMBLE RECOVERIES, ROONEY INT.

Blue Devils Blank Cardinals on Thanksgiving Grid Day, 27-0
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Wise people decided to remain in
the comfort of their homes but a number of hearty souls weathered the
coldest Thanksgiving Day football
game in 117 years to witness the
114th rivalry showdown between the
Westfield High School football team
and the Plainfield Cardinals at Hub
Stine Field in Plainfield on Novem-

ber 22. Despite the chill, the Blue
Devils still had some aerial fire power,
while the Cardinals had some icing
on their wings and remained grounded
in a 27-0 Westfield triumph.
Since the rivalry began in 1900
(not on Thanksgiving Day), the Blue
Devils now hold a 62-45-7 edge on
the Cardinals. Since the year 2000,
the Blue Devils have won 15 and the
Cardinals have won four.

Junior quarterback Hank Shapiro
completed 10 of 11 passes for 164
yards including four touchdowns. His
favorite receiver on this day was junior Griffin Rooney, who had five receptions for 140 yards, including two
grabs that led to touchdowns of 47
yards and 32 yards. Co-captain
Emmett Smith had a 12-yard touchdown catch and a two-yard reception.
Senior tight end Tommy Norris (2

receptions, 7 yards) had a four-yard
touchdown grab. Junior John
Czarnecki had a three-yard reception. Junior running back Nick Martini carried 15 times for 74 yards.
Cardinal quarterback Jamir Esaw
passed only twice in the first half and
one was intercepted by Rooney. He
tried seven more times in the second
half and completed just one for minus
two yards. The 2-9 Cardinals’ ground

game was not much better as they
kept spinning their wheels on the frozen natural turf to go with being
stopped in their tracks by an aggressive Blue Devil defense led by junior
Colin Freer, who recovered a fumble
in the first quarter and added another
fumble recovery on an onside kick to
start the second half to go with a
throw for a loss and a 12-yard sack.
“It was a cold game out here. I was

just trying to make the best out of it
and trying to have fun with my team.
It’s the last game for the seniors. We
wanted to have fun out here and we
did,” Freer said.
In addition to co-captain Noah
Levy, linebackers Dan Shakal and
Reid Colwell, and linemen Jonathan
Heard, Matt O’Conner and Henry
Meiselman, defensive backs co-capCONTINUED ON PAGE 10

SHRINER LED IN RUSHING, TDS; KATZ 1,127 YD PASSING

Cougar Gridders Finished 6-4,
Played P-Burg in North 2 Semi
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Early-season penalties may have
placed this year’s Cranford High School
football team in a slow-start mode but
after a humbling defeat at the midpoint
of the season, the Cougars clearly woke
up and played their very best ball down
the home stretch. However the home
stretch was a challenging one because
the Cougars had to face five formidable

a 42-13 thumping of the North
Plainfield Canucks then shut out the
Governor Livingston Highlanders, 350, at home although multiple penalties
marred the complexion of the game.
Penalties came back to haunt the Cougars in a defense dominated showdown with Rahway. Neither team could
get on the scoreboard until Rahway
caught a break and scored late in the
third quarter. Two more touchdowns

opened the Cougars’ eyes widely with
a 50-7 pounding. The Somerville Pioneers (as of November 22) went on to
play in the Central Jersey, Group 3
Championship where they lost to Fair
Haven to finish with an 11-1 record
and a No. 17 ranking.
The Cougars’ very best performance to date was next when they
hosted the undefeated Summit
Hilltoppers and came up with a 25-12

more photos at goleader.com Ballyhoo Sports
Marlene Iacoponi for The Westfield Leader and The Times

REACHING FOR THE GOAL LINE...Blue Devil co-captain Emmett Smith, No. 80, reaches for the goal line to finish off
his 12-yard touchdown reception from quarterback Hank Shapiro during the Annual Thanksgiving Day Football Game.

David B. Corbin (2018 Linden Playoff game) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COUGAR LEADING RUSHER...Cougar senior Jamie Shriner, No. 9, was the team’s leading rusher with 622 yards on 98
carries, which included 10 touchdowns. Shriner also had a punt return for a touchdown.

opponents in their final five games,
which included two playoff games, and
finished with a 6-4 record.
The Cougars began their season with

followed in a 22-0 Rahway win.
Next was a 28-21 victory over
Voorhees but when they faced undefeated Somerville, the Pioneers

victory. The Cougars’ defense held
the Hilltoppers’ offense scoreless and
nearly motionless in the second half.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 11

LYGHT, KLURMAN, LEY, PRICE, NELSON LED SCORING

Lady Raiders Came Through;
Won UCT Title, Finish 14-5-1
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Youth held up very well, perhaps
more than expected, for this year’s
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
girls soccer team. At the beginning of
the season, with such a very young

squad, there may have been questions
as to how well the Raiders would do
against their Union County opponents,
let alone their out-of-county opponents.
Well, the question was answered when
the Lady Raiders claimed their 13th
Union County Tournament (UCT) title

in 14 years, advanced to the North
Jersey, Section 2, Group 4 semifinals
and finished with a 14-5-1 record.
This season the Raiders also found
themselves in a beefed up Union
County Conference Watchung DiviCONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Your
New Home
For the Holidays
Luxury Open House Event
Saturday, December 1st | 4-6pm
Westfield, New Jersey
Join us in spreading the holiday spirit!
Luminaries will light your way & for every visitor
we will donate a toy to Family and Children’s
Services’ annual toy drive!

229 Maryland Street
eet
6 Cherry Lane
416 Elm Street
617 Lawrence Avenue
enue
110 Wychwood Road
512 Colonial Avenue
543 Parkview Avenue

145
14 Lincoln Road
101 Golf Edge
234
2 West Dudley
774 Knollwood
Terrace
Kn
11 Wychview Drive
644 Carleton Road
755 Prospect Street

David B. Corbin (September 2018 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CHIEF RAIDER SCORING THREAT...Sophomore attacker Corinne Lyght, right in blue, led the Lady Raiders in scoring
this season with 13 goals and eight assists.

"HIRING THE TOP AGENT ISN'T EXPENSIVE - IT'S PRICELESS."
FRANK D. ISOLDI
Broker/Sales Associate
Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage

FRANKDISOLDI
FRANKISOLDI@GMAIL.COM
CELL: 908-787-5990
THEISOLDICOLLECTION.COM

209 Central Avenue, Westfield
Office: 908-233-5555

Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor agents and are not employees of the Company. ©2018 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker Logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.
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Blue Devils Blank Cardinals on Turkey Day, 27-0
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

tains Jordan Simpson and Smith
plugged the lanes to prevent any big
gains. In fact, the Cardinals’ biggest
gain came on a 12-yard forward fumble.
“This was really fun. I am out here
with my Bro’s and we were just having a blast playing football,” expressed
Simpson
“It was cold but this was our last
game, so we wanted to take it in and
make the best of it. It’s a bittersweet
feeling. It’s fun to win but it’s our last
game,” Levy said
Establishing a running game on the
rock solid turf did not go well for either
team in the first quarter then on the next
to last play of the quarter, Freer pounced
on a Cardinal fumble at the Plainfield
36. After a few running plays, Shapiro
went to the air and connected with
Rooney for 10 yards. Martini added an
eight-yard run then Shapiro tossed a 12yard touchdown strike to Smith with

The point after attempt failed.
Freer’s fumble recovery of the onside
kick at the start of the third quarter put
the Blue Devils back in business again.
Martini broke lose with a 29-yard run
then a five-yard Cardinal penalty put
the ball on the seven. Three plays later
with the ball on the four, Shapiro rolled
to the right and the Cardinal defense
followed. Except Norris, who drifted
all alone into the end zone. Shapiro
looked back and popped him the ball
for the touchdown.
“I ran a comeback. Went right rolling out with Hank. It was a play designed for me to roll away from the
flow. Hank’s supposed to roll out right,
I go left. Hank just looked back and I
was wide open. I was just waiting for it
to come. I knew it was going to be
there. It worked out,” Norris described.
Westfield’s longest scoring drive of
the game came next. With the ball on

to do. All I had to do was just read my
signs and make the play. That’s all
coaching. We kept setting up the backside post and it was just wide open.
Hank threw a good ball and all I had
to do was catch it and run wide open.”
The Blue Devil reserves took over
in the fourth quarter and prevented
the Cardinals from scoring.
Westfield finished its season with a
4-7 record but its strength of schedule
was deep. And the majority of the
team will return next year.
“I think they can go far next year.
They have a lot of skill and if they
work hard, I think they can go far,”
Simpson said.
“I like this freshman class who are
going to be sophomores next year. They
are a talented class. When we put the
stuff together, I think we are going to be
a dangerous team next year. This is one
game that’s going to start a streak next

David B. Corbin (Governor Livingston game filoes) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MAJOR OFFENSIVE & DEFENSIVE CONTRIBUTOR...Senior Anthony Porter, No. 5, rushed for 1,199 yards, including
10 touchdowns. As a receiver, Porter had 22 receptions for 271 yards and a pair of touchdowns. Porter also completed 22
of 43 passes for 359 yards, including two touchdowns and three interceptions.

PORTER & OSLISLO LED RAIDERS IN RUSHING & TDS

SPF Raider Footballers Saved
Best Performance Until Last
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Manpower shortages put this year’s
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
football team in a bind. The Raiders
were forced to pull up a number of
sophomores and freshmen to round
out their squad. The result was a learning experience for the younger Raiders and a 1-8 record. But the Raiders
saved their best performance with a
49-0 thrashing of the Kearny
Kardinals in a season-ending crossover game.
The Raiders opened their season
with a trip to Annandale to face the
North Hunterdon Lions and returned
home on the short side of a 59-27
decision. The road trip to Montgomery was not much better in a 41-21
setback. On Week 3, the Raiders
hosted Immaculata and gave the Spartans a run for their money in a 40-30
loss.
Summit was next and the undefeated Hilltoppers humbled the Raiders, 64-26. The Hilltoppers, whose

only loss this season would be to the
Cranford Cougars, went on to win the
North Jersey, Section 2, Group 3 title
with a victory over Rahway. Next on
the schedule was a showdown with
Warren Hills and the Blue Streaks
streaked past the Raiders, 42-14.
On Week 6, the Raiders traveled to
Berkeley Heights to do battle with
Governor Livingston and although
they played tough, the Highlanders
prevailed, 28-12. Defense kept the
Raiders in contention but their inability to punch it in offensively, especially in the first half, and a breakaway
touchdown run late in the game made
the difference.
Next, the Colonia Patriots handed
the Raiders a 35-7 defeat. In their
final regular-season game, the Raiders got involved in a real offensive
battle with New Brunswick resulting
in a 59-44 defeat. Senior running back
and three-year starter Alex Oslislo
had a banner game, rushing 225 yards
on 30 carries and scoring five touchdowns. Oslislo also had a pair of two-

point conversions. Senior quarterback
Anthony Porter, also a three-year
starter, completed three of four passes
for 112 yards, including a touchdown,
all to receiver Shawn Martin.
Finally, their crossover game with
the Kearny Kardinals brought out a
glaring example of just how tough the
Mid-State 38 Conference really is.
The Raiders simply plucked the
Kardinals feather by feather until they
were totally grounded. The Raiders
dealt the Kardinals a resounding 49-0
defeat, which included a “Mercy Rule”
that was enacted before the midway
point of the third quarter. Porter and
Oslislo gobbled up plenty of yardage
in the first half to set up the secondhalf situation.
From that point, several freshmen
experienced full-time action. Running
back Anthony Robinson carried five
times for 53 yards, which included
respective touchdown runs of 13 yards
and 33 yards. Running back Matt
Power had a 45-yard reception to the
CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, 12/2, 1 - 4pm

LIVE TIMELESS
910 BAILEY COURT,
WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY

Marlene Iacoponi for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WHS FOOTBALL SENIORS...Pictured, left to right, are: front row; Jacob Saltzer, Matt McIntyre, Devon McLane,
Anthony Iacoponi, Luke Bigosinski and Koury Kania; back row, Jonas Dengler, Griffin Aslanian, Tommy Norris, Noah
Levy, Jordan Simpson, Dylan Howland, Charlie Riley, Ethan White, Sebastian Ferrero and Emmett Smith.

8:45 left in the second quarter. Mack
Prybylski spilt the uprights for the first
of his three points after.
Plainfield’s next possession went
backwards and a punt gave Westfield
possession at the Cardinal 37. After a
10-yard penalty, Shapiro hit Rooney
on the right side, where he broke
toward the center and sprinted to the
end zone to complete the 47-yard
touchdown with 5:14 left in the half.

the 29, it took six plays to cover the 71
yards. On a third-and-nine, Rooney
grabbed Shapiro’s pass and dashed 44
yards to the Plainfield 29. After a penalty and two-yard reception by Smith,
it was the Shapiro-to-Rooney connection that resulted in a 32-yard score
with 3:33 left in the third quarter.
On his touchdowns, Rooney explained, “We practice so much on that
play. It’s a waggle. It’s a play we love

year,” said Freer, who added, “Bigger,
stronger, more experienced. We are
going to be used to it next year.”
“It’s great to go out with a win with
the last game of my season. Next year
they are going to have a good squad.
These are my brothers, they are my
family. I am going to be their biggest
fan,” Smith expressed.
Westfield
Plainfield

0 13 14
0 0 0

0
0

27
0

Lady Raiders Won UCT Crown, Finish 14-5-1
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

sion with the vastly improved
Cranford Cougars and Union Farmers to go with the always strong
Westfield Blue Devils and Oak Knoll
Royals. Cranford won the conference
with an 8-1 record (18-4 overall) and
the Raiders were second at 5-3-1.
Receiving the third seed for the UCT,
the Lady Raiders nipped the sixthseeded Royals, 4-3, in the first round
then knocked off second-seeded Union,
5-4, in the semifinal round. Facing the
only other team to claim a UCT title
during that 14-year stretch, the Raiders managed to topple the top-seeded
Cranford Cougars, 2-0, for the crown.
The Raiders outscored opponents
37-20 this season and recorded 10
shutouts. They were shutout three
times — one was a 0-0 tie with Oak
Knoll — and four of their losses were
by one point — Cranford (2-1), Union
(3-2), Summit (1-0) and Hunterdon
Central (2-1). The other loss was a 20 setback to the No. 3-ranked
Bridgewater-Raritan Panthers in the
section semifinal. The Panthers went
on to claim the crown in a shootout
over Watchung Hills after a 0-0 tie.
The Raiders’ other shutout wins
were: North Brunswick (4-0), Oak
Knoll, Westfield, Montgomery and
Sayreville — all 2-0 — Westfield,
Kearny and Piscataway (section
quarterfinals) — all 1-0.
“Yes we had a nice season, we were
a very young team and the kids worked
hard and improved throughout the
season,” Raider Head Coach Kevin
Ewing said.
Offensively, youth made up for the
majority of the scoring, while upperclassmen co-captains Maggie Traina
and junior Gabby Aloe, Stefanie
DeVizio, Celeste Blanks and Amy
Magrino primarily controlled the
midfield and backfield. Sophomore attacker Corinne Lyght was dazzling with
her lightening speed and ability to get in
the right position at the right time. Lyght

led the team with 13 goals and eight
assists. Lyght scored both goals in the
UCT title game against Cranford and
added an assist in the section first round
win over North Hunterdon.
“We were led by our four seniors.
Maggie Traina, Stefanie Devizio
Celeste Blanks and Amy MAgrino.
They led and the other kids followed,”
Coach Ewing said. “The kids played
hard in every game and every practice
and that is what made us successful.”
Freshman Leah Klurman was quite
productive with six goals and four
assists and junior midfielder Lizzy
Ley, the corner kick specialist, net-

over Piscataway.
DeVizio came forward enough to
score twice and add an assist, and Aloe
contributed a goal and an assist. Sophomore Jamie Valian finished with a goal
and an assist and Alexa Fazio scored
once, while juniors Brooke Klurman
and Rachel Schoss each contributed
two assists. Traina and junior Rebecca
Lancaster each had an assist.
Since the Raiders yielded only an
average of one goal per game, the
defense definitely held up its end to
protect the goal area. However when
the time came, junior goalkeeper
Maya Kessler was there and finished

David B. Corbin (September 2018 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CORNER KICK SPECIALIST...Raider junior Lizzie Ley, right, a corner kick
specialist, scored five goals and contributed eight assists.

ted five goals and added eight assists. Sophomore attackers Faith
Price and Holly Nelson finished with
five goals and an assist, and three
goals and three assists, respectively.
Ley and Nelson each had an assist in
the UCT title game. Klurman and
Ley scored in the 2-1 win over North
Hunterdon and Ley scored the sole
goal in the sectional quarterfinal win

with 102 saves.
Obviously with so many juniors and
sophomores and a few freshmen being
very active this season, the Raiders
should return a very experienced, yet
still relatively young, squad next year.
“The younger players will have to
work to improve to continue to get
better and to help continue the success,” Coach Ewing concluded.

5 Bedroom | 4.5 Bathrooms | 5,050 sq ft.*
0.55 Acre* | 3 Car Garage

Claudia Ganas
Sales Associate

c. 908.240.7871 | o.908.654.6666
claudia.ganas@sothebysrealty.com
200 North Avenue East | Westfield, NJ 07090
sothebysrealty.com
Photo Courtesy of Varsity Vantage

WHS HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES...The 13th Westfield High School Athletic Hall of Fame induction dinner, and the first
held at the Shackamaxon Country Club in Scotch Plains, took place on November 19. Pictured, left to right, are: front row; Lora
Masters Hayes, Tiny Condrillo Randazzo, Bonnie Bell, Lauren Caravello, Liz McKeon and Stacey Tourtellotte Vincent; back
row, Dennis Powers, Dave Schwartz, Doug McOwen, Peter Heesch, Mike Abeles, Clint Factor, Joe Deer and Jeff Perrella.
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Westfield Tobacco & News

7-11 of Westfield

7-11 of Mountainside

7-11 of Garwood

Westfield Mini Mart

Kwick Mart Food Store

Mountain Deli

108 Elm St. (Leader)

1200 South Ave., W. (Leader/Times)

921 Mountain Ave. (Leader)

309 North Ave. (Leader)

301 South Ave., W. (Leader)

190 South Ave. (Times)

2385 Mountain Ave. (Times)

7-11 on Central Ave

Shoprite Supermarket

King's Supermarket

Baron's Drug Store

Scotch Hills Pharmacy

Wallis Stationery

Krauszer's

800 Central Ave. (Leader)

563 North Ave. (Leader)

300 South Ave. (Leader)

243 E. Broad St. (Leader)

1819 East 2nd St. (Times)

441 Park Ave. (Leader/Times)

727 Central Ave. (Leader)

PATTERSON LED SCORING, NAMED FIRST TEAM ALL-UC

Cougars’ Season of ‘Almosts’
In Boys Soccer, Finished 8-12
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Grabbing a brass ring seemed to
be just out of reach for this year’s
Cranford High School boys soccer
team. Despite graduating a large
number from last year’s team that
took top honors in the Union County
Conference (UCC) Mountain Division, this season the Cougars were
boosted up to the UCC Watchung
Division, which included powerhouses Scotch Plains-Fanwood,
Westfield and Elizabeth, along with
Plainfield and Summit, and finished
with an 8-12 overall record.

Cougars’ 12 losses were by just one
goal and on many occasions, the
games were decided in overtime.
“Of our 12 losses, six were in overtime and another three were by one
goal. This included a very close 2-1
loss to Scotch Plains-Fanwood, an
overtime loss to Elizabeth, and two
overtime losses to Westfield in the
last minute of the second overtime,
which is how we were knocked out of
the county tournament quarterfinals,”
Coach Campbell said.
Adding to the strength of schedule
was that the Cougars had to face each
conference opponent twice, which

David B. Corbin (October files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FIRST TEAM ALL-UC...Cougar senior Drew Patterson, right, led the team in
galls with 12 and assists with seven. He earned himself First Team All-Watchung
Conference and First Team All-Union County honors this year.

“While our end of season record
was disappointing, we made real
strides as a program and continue to
improve each season. It was truly a
season of ‘almosts’,” expressed Cougar Head Coach Greg Campbell.
Six of the Cougars’ eight wins were
shutouts and their two widest margin
victories were over Orange, 6-0, and
North Plainfield, 5-0. Eight of the

resulted in two losses each to the SPF
Raiders, Westfield Blue Devils and
the Elizabeth Minutemen.
“Moving up to the Watchung Conference was a real challenge, but I am
proud of the soccer our team played
and of how our players handled the
adversity,” Coach Campbell said.
Despite their record, the Cougars
outscored opponents, 42-32. Senior

Cougars Finished 6-4; Played
P-Burg in Grid State Semifinal
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

With its only loss being to the Cougars, Summit went on to beat Rahway
for the North Jersey, Section 2, Group
3 title and to earn a No. 20 ranking.
Immaculata was Cranford’s next
victim, 35-7, but undefeated Hillside
was next and the Comets emerged
with a 39-10 win. The 11-0, 14thranked Comets went on to win the
Central Jersey, Group 2 title with a
36-10 win over Manasquan.
As the fifth seed, the Cougars played
their best all-around game of the season
against fourth-seeded Linden in the first
round of the North Jersey, Section 2,
Group 4 playoffs. Known as the Alpha/
Omega game, the Tigers scored on the
first play of the game and on the final
play of the game. But the rest of the
game belonged to the Cougars, especially the defense that limited Linden
star running back BJ George to just 54
total yards, in a 30-12 triumph.
The Cougars’ final game was
against top-seeded Phillipsburg in a
21-0 loss. The 10-1, No. 9 ranked
Stateliners went on to win the North
2, Group 4 title.
Cougar junior quarterback Connor
Katz inserted a fine blend of running
with passing. Katz completed 96 of
169 passes for 1,127 yards, including
eight touchdowns and six interceptions. His leading receiver was Cole
Blazek who had 26 receptions for 358
yards, including four touchdowns.
Mike Kalnins also had 26 receptions
for 354 yards, including one touchdown. Tom Korzenesky had 16 receptions for 167 yards, Anthony
DeCostello had 10 receptions for 95
yards, including a touchdown and
senior Rob Schork had eight receptions for 94 yards, including a pair of
touchdowns. Matt Doran had three
receptions for 24 yards, Jamie Shriner
had two for 35 yards, Jake DeClerico
had two for 22 yards, Cole Zuckerman
had two for four yards and Chuck
Fabian had an eight-yard reception.
Shriner was the leading rusher with
622 yards on 98 carries, which included 10 touchdowns. Shriner also
had a punt return for a touchdown.
Katz carried 86 times for 306 yards,
including two touchdowns, and
Zuckerman carried 39 times for 218
yards, including one touchdown.
Kalnins carried 20 times for 125 yards,
including two touchdowns and a twopoint conversion.
Schork, who carried the ball from
time to time, really stepped up his usage
after Shriner got injured in the Linden
game and finished with 442 yards and
three touchdowns on 67 carries. Receiving some playing time, Marcus
Johnson carried four times for 37 yards
and one touchdown. Phil Marotta car-

ried four times for eight yards, Jake
Chapman carried twice for 12 yards,
DeCostello carried twice for 14 yards
and DeClerico had a 17-yard run.
Jack McAleavey, who did kickoffs
and punts, also kicked 28 points after
touchdowns and two field goals.
Defensively linebacker Matt Doran
was involved in 76 tackles (2 sacks)
and had a fumble recovery. Dante
Cassaro had 69 tackles, two fumble
recoveries and an interception. Senior linebacker Chris Guiditta had 62
tackles (1 sack) and Ahmad Rasheed
had 58 tackles (1 sack), recovered
two fumbles and added a safety.
Schork had 40 tackles, including four
sacks, a fumble recovery and an interception. Senior Zack Blevins had 47
tackles (3 sacks).
Shriner made 35 tackles, Dan
Acocella had 30 tackles (3 sacks),
Owen Ballweg had 12 tackles (sack)
and Chapman had 42 tackles, a fumble
recovery and an interception. Jamelle
Harper had 42 tackles (sack), Pat
Blowe had 20 tackles, Dan Wessolock
had 10 tackles and Dan Swanson had
seven tackles with a sack. Owen Dowd
had 17 tackles and an interception.
Steve Shore recovered a fumble for a
touchdown. Blazek had six tackles
and an interception.

attacker Drew Patterson definitely had
a nose for the ball around the opponents’ goal areas and proved it by
leading the team in scoring with 12
goals and seven assists.
“Drew Patterson was our standout
attacker, leading the team in both
goals and assists. He earned himself
First Team All-Watchung Conference
and First Team All-Union County
honors for his performance this year,”
Coach Campbell pointed out.
Senior co-captains James Coleman
and Mike Carracino also provided
plenty of offense. Coleman netted six
goals and had two assists. From his
attacking midfield position,
Carracino, who was also a team captain last year, scored four goals and
added four assists.
“Carracino was also key for us as
an attacking midfielder and was
named All-Watchung Conference
Honorable Mention,” Coach
Campbell noted.
Junior Cole Blazek put in six goals
and added an assist. Senior co-captain Brian Nigro scored three goals
and had four assists. Senior Kevin
O’Donovan scored three goals and
had an assist and senior Andrew
Lahrheim scored three goals.
Others scoring were seniors Antonio Mena with a goal and four assists, Gavin Bridgeman and Chris
Rehbein each with a goal and an
assist and Simon Levinstein with one
goal. Junior Tyler Burns had one
goal. Adding assists were senior cocaptain Kevin Donovan, senior Chris
Lijo, junior Kyle Lynskey and sophomore Colin Farley.
Since the Cougars did outscore their
opponents this season, the defense
also made its contribution. Also junior goalkeeper Andrew Iacovano
made 72 saves and senior keeper
Gavin Kellett made 29 saves.
“Our defense was our strongest element this year for keeping us in
games and was recognized through
postseason accolades for a number of
players,” Coach Campbell said.
Donovan a center back, and Farley
were named All-Watchung Conference Honorable Mention. Farley, a
holding midfielder, was named AllWatchung Conference Honorable
Mention. Sophomore center back
Drew Goldfeder received First-Team
All-Watchung Conference and Second-Team All-Union County honors.
“It was a valuable season for gaining experience for our younger players, and we look forward to competing at a high level again in the
Watchung Conference next season,”
Coach Campbell concluded.

David B. Corbin (January 2018 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

EXPECTING TO HAVE GREAT SEASON...Raider senior Josh Cohen will look not only to defend his UCT meet records
in the 200-freestyle and the 500-freestyle but also to break them.

COHEN, SHAO HEADING SENIOR STRONG BOYS SQUAD

Raider Girls, Boys Still Strong
For Upcoming Swim Season
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Graduation of several super athletes may affect the Scotch PlainsFanwood High School girls swim team
this year but not as much with the
Raider boys. In either event, both
teams are expected to be quite competitive.
Last year, the Lady Raiders tucked
away another banner year with the
accomplishment of their fourth
straight Union County Tournament
(UCT) crown, a North Jersey, Section
2, Public B crown, a Public B semifinal victory and a 12-3 record. The
Raider boys also had a fine season
battling through a very rugged schedule to finish with a 7-6 record to go
with a third-place finish in the UCT.
The names of standouts Rachel and
Dee Dee Maizes, Erika Frazier, Megan
Small and Anna Dunchus, who played
a major role in the Raiders placing
first in six of the 11 events, including
all three relays, at the UCT last year
will no longer appear on the roster
due to graduation but the returning
girls are prepared to step up and into
the vacated spots. On the boys’ side,
the Raiders return a host of talented
seniors, which includes standouts Josh
Cohen and Alan Shao.
“[I] Think we will be pretty good
on both the boys and the girls side this
year. I think our depth has improved a
little with our boys team with the
addition of some very versatile freshman. We have also had some nice
additions to our girls team with some
talented freshmen, and we will just

LETTERS OF INTENT...SPF Raiders Danny Wilkinson, going to Villanova for
baseball, and Josh Cohen, going to Georgia Tech for swimming, signed Letters of
Intent during a National Signing Day ceremony on November 14. Pictured, left to
right, are: baseball coach Joe Higgins, Wilkinson, Athletic Director Ryan Miller,
Cohen and swim coaches Jess Hulnik and Judy Sharkey.

need a little time to find the right
combination for meets,” Raider Head
Coach Jessica Hulnik said.
The girls will be led by seniors
Caroline Warren, Aubrey Bagdonas,
Rachel DiFabrizio, Kate Jackman and
Eleanor Richard. The juniors include
Juliana Blanco, Nicole Kenny and
Chole Yang. The sophomores include
Kaleigh Einhorn, Lilly Holston,
Emma Route, Sofia Leonetti, Abby
Ryan and Rachel Small.
The Lady Raiders have a large group
of freshmen, which includes Julia
Bonhote, Stephanie Brown, Camille
Cooke, Sofia Corsaro, Sophia Gallahue,
Katelyn Gaulin, Chloe Howell, Lily
Hughes, Kaitlyn Lusk,Aislinn Mooney,
Jessica Rojek, Julia Yick, Morgan Tsin
and Julianna Warren.
Cohen and Shao will reap a multitude of points this season for the boys.
Cohen broke the UCT meet records in
the 200 (1:40.23) and 500 (4:32.77)
freestyle events last year then finished
second at the Meet of Champions in
the 200 (1:39.55) and third in the 500
(4:34.29). Shao took second at the
UCT in the 200-Individual Medley
(IM) and third in the 100-butterfly.
Other seniors are expected to make
huge contributions. At this point, Sean
Hough’s primary focus will be in backstroke and IM, Virenda Ghate’s will be

IM and freestyle. Christian Blanco,
Drew Burfeindt, Dan Donaldson, Stan
Kanu and Ethan Mellville will add depth.
Sophomores Jason Mongiovi and
Dave Riedell are expected to make a
splash in freestyle and backstroke. Freshmen Luka Culjak and Corey He will
show strength in freestyle. He could
also compete in IM and butterfly.
The junior strength includes Prabvir
Kukreja, Ethan Morrobel and Lucas
Route. Other sophomores include
Mike DePaola, Owen Ferrone and
Matt London and the freshmen include Sean Merkel, Gavin Morrobel,
Conor Reilly, James Sullivan and
Aidan Trenery.
Both Raider squads will open their
season against the Governor Livingston
Highlanders at Morris Union Jointure
Pool on Tuesday, December 4, at 7:45
p.m. Next will be a trip to Berkeley
Aquatics to face the New Providence
Pioneers on Monday, December 10, at
3 p.m. On Wednesday, December 12,
the Raiders will entertain the Chatham
Cougars at the Fanwood-Scotch Plains
“Y” at 3 p.m.
“As always, our goals are to do well
at the county meet and go deep into
the state tournament with both teams.
[I am] Looking forward to the start of
the season on December 4th at Governor Livingston,” Coach Hulnik said.

Blue Devil Boys Get 7th at XC MOC
The Westfield High School boys
cross-country team placed seventh at
the Meet of Champions held in
Holmdel on November 17. The Blue
Devil boys finished with a total of
191. Christian Brothers Academy took
first at 93. The Blue Devil girls placed
14th with a total of 300 in their race
that was won by North Hunterdon
with a total of 93.
Will Loggia was the first Blue Devil
to cross, finishing 38th with a time of
16:38. Will McGlynn finished 63rd

at 16:59. James McCutcheon at 17:03
and Kevin Yucetepe at 17:06 finished
72-74. Zach Spergel crossed 87th at
17:14 and Jon Givelber finished 98th
at 17:24. SPF Raider Ben Fleischer
finished 111th at 17:28 and Blue Devil
Jack Maranz crossed 112th at 17:29.
For the girls, Sarah Hacker finished
26th at 19:28 and Caroline Collins finished 78th at 20:23. Elizabeth Bielen
crossed 97th at 20:42. Grace Endy at
21:03, Sammy Salz at 21:19 and Brianna
Hatch at 21:36 finished 120-131-142.

BOSTON BOUND...The Westfield High School Blue Devils boys Ice Hockey team
headed to Boston on the weekend of November 17 for their annual preseason road
trip. The team played against Scituate, Mass. High School at the Harvard Rink.
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Devil’s Den

Hall of Fame Celebrates
Its 25th Anniversary
By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

David B. Corbin (Governor Livingston game filoes) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MAJOR WORKHORSE...Senior Alex Oslislo, No. 24, rushed for 948 yards,
including 11 touchdowns and a pair of two-point conversions.

Raider Gridders Saved Best
Performance Until Last
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 10

Kearny two-yard line then right after
that, he plunged in for a touchdown.
Power also had a 12-yard run.
In addition to being team leaders
on defense, Porter and Oslislo obviously led the Raiders in rushing and
scoring. Porter carried 164 times for
1,199 yards, including 10 touchdowns. As a receiver, Porter had 22
receptions for 271 yards and a pair of
touchdowns. Porter also completed
22 of 43 passes for 359 yards, including two touchdowns and three interceptions. Oslislo carried 160 times
for 948 yards, which included 11
touchdowns and a pair of two-point
conversions. He also had four receptions for 33 yards.
Jake Hahn filled the quarterback
spot when Porter became a receiver
and completed 20 of 45 passes, including two touchdowns and one interception. Hahn also carried 31 times
for 47 yards. Martin carried 47 times
for 319 yards, including two touchdowns and Robinson totaled six carries for 52 yards and two touchdowns.
PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD
BOARD OF HEALTH
Public notice is hereby given that an
Ordinance entitled “Ordinance Amending
Section 5-13 of the Health Code of the
Town of Westfield” of which the following is
a copy was adopted by the Westfield Board
of Health at a regular meeting held on
November 5, 2018.
Megan Avallone
Board Secretary
ORDINANCE NO. 02-2018
“AN ORDINANCE AMENDING
SECTION 5-13 OF THE
HEALTH CODE OF THE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD.”
BE IT ORDAINED, BY THE BOARD OF
HEALTH OF THE TOWN OF WESTFIELD,
as follows:
I. Subsection I of ARTICLE V, Food
and Drink, Section 5-13, Licensing; fees,
shall be amended as follows:
(K) Food vendors shall apply and pay
for a retail food license no later than five (5)
ten (10) business days prior to the event
where they are selling food and/or beverages. If the Registered Environmental
Health Specialist grants the licensure after
review of the application, observance of
the Chapter 24 New Jersey State Sanitary
Code, N.J.A.C. 8:24, shall be strictly upheld and enforced. The operation shall be
subject to inspection at any time.
II. If any section, paragraph, subparagraph, clause or provision of this Ordinance shall be adjudged invalid, such adjudication shall apply only to the specific
section, paragraph, clause or provision so
adjudged and the remainder of the Ordinance shall be deemed valid and effective
immediately after publication in the manner provided by law.
III. This Ordinance shall become effective immediately after publication in the
manner provided by law.
1 T - 11/29/18, The Leader

Fee: $40.80

Chris Sekiya carried four times for 24
yards, which included a touchdown
and a two-point conversion. Power
carried twice for 20 yards, including
a touchdown, and Justice Hush carried twice for 18 yards.
Other receivers included Martin (10
receptions, 181 yards, touchdown),
Hahn (5 receptions, 74 yards, touchdown), Jake Jacobsen (2 receptions,
16 yards), Power (45-yard reception),
Sekiya (2 receptions, 17 yards) and
Camden Ricci a one-yard reception.
Akin Akimwunmi made 19 of 23
points after touchdowns attempts.
Defensively, Dakota Verico recorded
45 tackles with one sack. Porter had 36
tackles, a fumble recovery and a 91-yard
interception for a touchdown. Oslislo
had 32 tackles with a sack, an interception and a safety. Jack Manville had 32
tackles and Hahn had 20 tackles and an
interception. Jaysyn Silver made 31 tackles. Zach Zimmerman made 23 tackles
with a sack. Alex Werkheiser had 18
tackles with a sack and two fumble recoveries. Sekiya had 13 tackles and
Keyshaun Strond had 12 tackles and an
interception, while Justin Williams and
Sarif Saleh each made 11 tackles.

MEETING NOTICE
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that the Recreation Commission of the
Township of Scotch Plains cancelled their
November 26, 2018 Meeting on that date.
The meeting has been rescheduled as
follows:
December 10, 2018.
Meeting start time is 7:30 p.m.
Room 202
In accordance with the requirements of
Title II of the Americans with Disabilities
Act of 1990 (“ADA”), the Township of Scotch
Plains does not discriminate against qualified individuals with disabilities on the basis of disability in its services, programs, or
activities. Anyone who requires an auxiliary aid or service for effective communication, or a modification of policies or procedures to participate in a program, service, or activity of Scotch Plains should
contact Municipal Manager/Township of
Scotch Plains designated ADA Coordinator as soon as possible before the scheduled event. Notifying the ADA coordinator
at least 72 hours in advance will enable the
Township to arrange for appropriate resources. The ADA does not require the
Township of Scotch Plains to take any
action that would fundamentally alter the
nature of its programs or services, or impose an undue financial or administrative
burden. Complaints that a program, service, or activity of Scotch Plains is not
accessible to or inclusive of persons with
disabilities should be directed to Municipal
Manager/Township of Scotch Plains designated ADA Coordinator.
BOZENA LACINA,
Municipal Clerk
1 T - 11/29/18, The Times Fee: $37.74

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
the City of Linden, County of Union, and
State of New Jersey, to US Bank Custodian for Phoenix and covers real estate
located at 1202 McCandless Street in the
City of Linden, County of Union and State
of New Jersey, known as Lot 23, Block
118, as shown on the Tax Assessment
Map and Tax Map duplicate of the City of
Linden. Said tax sale certificate was recorded in the Clerk’s Office of Union County
on August 4, 2016, in Book 14130 of Mortgages, page 746, as instrument #625943.
By assignment dated May 12, 2017, said
tax sale certificate was assigned to plaintiff, which assignment was recorded in the
Clerk’s Office of Union County on June 6,
2017, in book 1435 of assignments, page
163, as instrument #169756.
YOU, ROBERT SAUNDERS, Widower,
are made a defendant in the above entitled
action because you are the record owner
of the property being foreclosed.
YOU, HEIRS, DEVISEES AND PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVES OF ROBERT SAUNDERS, AND THEIR OR ANY
OF THEIR SUCCESSORS IN RIGHT,
TITLE AND INTEREST, AND EACH of you
are made defendants in the above entitled
action because Robert Saunders died, intestate, on February 11, 2015. Inasmuch
as Robert Saunders died intestate, plaintiff joined him, his heirs, devisees and
personal representatives, and their or any
of their successors in right, title and interest as party defendants.
YOU, GIRARD ACEPTANCE CORP. are
made a defendant in the above entitled
action because on January 4, 1975, Robert Saunders and Jenna Saunders, his
wife, executed a mortgage to Girard Acceptance Corp, which mortgage was recorded in the Clerk’s Office of Union County
on January 5, 1975, in book 3047 of mortgages, page 692. Amount $8,426.40.
The nature of which and the reason that
you and each of you are joined as defendants is set forth with particularity in the
Complaint, a copy of which will be furnished you on request addressed to the
attorneys of the plaintiff at the above mentioned address.
DATED: November 29, 2018
MICHELLE M. SMITH, Clerk
Superior Court of New Jersey
GOLDENBERG, MACKLER, SAYEGH,
MINTZ, PFEFFER, BONCHI & GILL
660 New Road, First Floor
Northfield, New Jersey 08225
(609) 646-0222
1 T - 11/29/18, The Leader Fee: $96.90

STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO:
ROBERT SAUNDERS, WIDOWER, HIS HEIRS, DEVISEES
AND PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVES AND THEIR OR ANY
OF THEIR SUCCESSORS IN
RIGHT, TITLE AND INTEREST; GIRARD ACCEPTANCE
CORP.
YOU ARE HEREBY summoned and
required to serve upon the Law Offices of
Goldenberg, Mackler, Sayegh, Mintz,
Pfeffer, Bonchi & Gill, A Professional Corporation, Attorneys for Plaintiff, whose
address is 660 New Road, Suite 1-A,
Northfield, New Jersey 08225, an answer
to the Complaint filed in a civil action in
which CFT Services, LLC As Custodian
for Phoenix Funding, Inc. is plaintiff and
Robert Saunders, Widower, his heirs, devisees and personal representatives and
their or any of their successors in right,
title and interest, et al. are defendants,
pending in the Superior Court of New
Jersey, within 35 days after November
29, 2018, exclusive of such date. If you fail
to do so, judgment by default may be
rendered against you for the relief demanded in the Complaint. You shall file
your answer and proof of service in duplicate with the Clerk of the Superior Court,
Hughes Justice Complex, P.O. Box 971,
Trenton, New Jersey, 08625, in accordance with the rules of Civil Practice and
Procedure. You are further advised that if
you cannot afford an attorney, you may
call the Legal Services office in the county
where you live or the Legal Services of
New Jersey Statewide Hotline at 1888-LSNJ-LAW (1-888-576-5529). If you
do not have an attorney and are not eligible for free legal assistance, you may
obtain a referral to an attorney by calling
one of the Lawyer Referral Services. The
names and telephone numbers of such
agencies are as follows: Lawyer Referral
Service: (908) 353-4715. Legal Service:
(908) 354-4340.
THE ACTION has been instituted for the
purpose of foreclosing Tax Sale Certificate #15-00081 dated June 7, 2016 made
by Stacey L. Carron, Collector of Taxes of

McGinley and Sam Mitchell were all
easy choices, as were Kehler and
Merilyn Diamond in the coaching
category (though a strong case was
made for Walt Clarkson by one
trustee). There was a heavy footballwrestling influence as Dave Morash,
Frank Jackson and Joe Wiendl were
named, along with Glen Kehler, one
of the school’s best runners ever. Also
elected that year was the 1924 girls
basketball team, which had competed
for a “mythical national championship” at Roselle Park, losing to a team
from Guthrie, Oklahoma. (If you have
a hour or two, check out The Westfield
Leader archives online for April 1924;
it was page one news for over a month.)
Three other athletes were elected
that year but weren’t inducted because nobody could locate them – it
was the pre-internet days. So Harold
‘Butch’ Woolfolk (inducted in 1996),
Dave Perkowski (1998) and Bob
King (2008) had to wait. And Dave
Brown, who was still an active NFL
player with the N.Y. Giants in 1994,
wasn’t inducted until 2004, after he
had retired.
It seems like only yesterday but the
calendar says that it’s 2018, and it
often seems more like 1958 (and not
in the good ol’ days’ way). So much
has changed. Brownell, Frankenbach,

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
RECREATION COMMISSION

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-016987-18
FILE NO: 51333-739
NOTICE TO ABSENT DEFENDANTS

These days a quarter of a century
ago can seem more like 100 years.
But that’s what it’s been, 25 years
since 10 locals gathered at the
Effingham Place home of town historian Ralph Miller’s to discuss the feasibility of creating a Westfield Athletic Hall of Fame.
Lee Hale was a known name among
the town’s upper crust and so as the
WAHOF’s first president provided a
certain legitimacy, as did Gary Kehler,
a legendary coach and athletic director at the high school. The other members – the Founding Family, if you
will – included George Brownell
(Class of 1932), Charles Frankenbach
(’45), Roger Love (’57), Bruce
Johnson (’63), Bob Brewster Sr.,
Sandy Mamary, athletic director Ed
Tranchina and principal Robert Petix.
When Frankenbach’s health kept him
from attending meetings, he was replaced by Bruce ‘Space’ Moran (’76).
Selecting the inaugural Class of
1994 was fairly easy (not that it’s ever
easy). Going by the committee’s bylaws, Olympians and professional athletes at the highest level (MLB, NFL,
NBA, NHL, MLS) were automatic
picks. So that meant Olympians Bob
Clotworthy and Chris Campbell were
in, as was Jeff Torborg (baseball).
Town legends Lee Waring, Gerry

PAL SUPER BOWL CHAMPS...The Westfield PAL A football team

Westfield PAL A Team Wins
NJSYFL Super Bowl, 24-0
The Westfield PAL A Team powered its way to its second Super Bowl
victory in the past four years in the
New Jersey Suburban Youth Football
League. Over the past four years the
team has posted a dominant 38-2-2
record highlighted by three consecutive shutouts in this year’s playoff and
Super Bowl run. This season the team
averaged 30 points, while yielding
only four points per game.
Last week the team defeated
Somerville in a thrilling game highlighted by a superb defensive effort.
Somerville came in undefeated averaging 31 points per game. The stingy
Westfield defense led by Mark
Gialluisi, Dan Hanlon, Alex Tilyou,
Brandon Love, Paul Cerro, Zaire
Carter and Jonathon Boufarah held
the highflying Somerville offense to
only 70 yards and zero points. Late in
the game the secondary grouping of
Paul Tilyou, Owen Shakal and
Demetri Potamousis shut down a late
offensive surge highlighted by the

interception on the final play by
Jonathon Alpizar.
On offense the Blue Devils were
led by a powerful offensive line anchored by Charlie Blessing, Patrick
Ryan, Serge Cabrera, CJ Haviland
and Nick Shoen. This offensive line,
Tight ends Quinn Wojcik and Jack
O’Conner, and Wide Receivers Ben
Kelly and Nick Brindle dominated
the line of scrimmage enabling Quarterback Trey Brown and Tailback
Dylan Wragg to pick up yardage in
the air and on the ground keeping the
defense on its toes. Dylan Wragg was
named Super Bowl MVP for his three
touchdown and three extra point (kicking) performance, allowing the A
Team to secure the 24-0 victory.
Key contributors to this team all
year also include Dan Cano, JD Lara,
Dylan Scanlon, Peter Pallas, Gabe
Dayon, Patrick Beriont, Senu
Glasgow, Grant Kuyat, Finn Mondak,
Will Dailey, Richard Derick, Max
Chang, Steve Wang.

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

TOWN OF WESTFIELD
BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
425 EAST BROAD STREET
WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY

ently existing building height of 39 feet, 6
inches.
3. Section 11.22E10 permits a maximum of all improvement coverage of 50
percent of the total lot size; all improvements currently cover 60.5 percent of the
lot size; Applicant seeks permission to
have 73.3 percent coverage of the lot size.
4. Section 11.2E5 permits a building
with a front set back of 40 feet; the current
building set back is 34.1 feet; Applicant
seeks permission for a building set back of
19.5 feet.
5. Section 17.02B2 requires 104 parking
spots for the proposed building and uses;
there are currently 42 parking spots for the
existing building; Applicant seeks permission to have 42 parking spots for the proposed building.
6. Section 17.03C5c requires parking
aisles to be 24 feet wide; Applicant seeks
permission to have parking aisles that are
21.5 feet wide.
7. Section 17.03B4 prohibits parking in
the side yards of the property; Applicant
seeks permission to have parking spaces
in the side yards.
8. Section 17.05C requires a set back of
10 feet for parking spots from the property
line abutting a residential zone; Applicant
seeks permission for a set back of less
than 10 feet for parking spots along the
property line abutting a residential zone.
9. Section 11.22E.4 requires a lot depth
of 150 feet. Applicant seeks permission to
continue with the existing lot depth of 149.82
feet.
The Applicant also seeks approval of
any and all other variance relief from the
Westfield Zoning Ordinances not indicated
above that may be determined necessary
during the course of the public hearings. If
the matter is not concluded on that date,
additional public hearing dates may be
ordered and scheduled. This notice is sent
to you on behalf of the Applicant by order
of the Board.
Any interested party may appear at the
hearing, either in person, or by their attorney, and be given an opportunity to be
heard with respect to this application.
Documentation of the above is on file in
the Office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday, 8:30
a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Lindabury, McCormick, Estabrook & Cooper
53 Cardinal Drive, P.O. Box 2369
Westfield, New Jersey 07091
Tel. (908) 233-6800
Attorneys for Applicant
1 T - 11/29/18, The Leader Fee: $99.96

The Board of Adjustment of the Town of
Westfield, New Jersey will meet on Monday, December 10, 2018 in the Council
Chambers at the Municipal Building, 425
East Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey
at 7:30 p.m. to hear and consider the
following appeal for variance relief from
the requirements of Westfield Land Use
Ordinance.
C.F.G.R., LLC (the “Applicant”) located
at 912 Bailey Court, Westfield, New Jersey
seeks permission to change the use of the
commercial office building currently existing on the property located at 214 Grove
Street, Westfield, New Jersey (also known
as Block 4803, Lot 2 on the Tax Maps for
the Town of Westfield) to residential apartments. The Applicant also seeks permission to construct a two floor addition to
each side of the front of the building for
apartment use. The property is located in
the O-1 Office District zone; mixed use
buildings are permitted provided that residential use does not exceed one-half of
the habitable floor space and is not located
on the first floor of the building.
The Application requires use variance
relief pertinent to the following requirements of the Westfield Land Use Ordinance:
1. Section 11.22A.3 permits residential
uses on the second and third floor of mixed
use buildings; Applicant seeks permission
to have a residential use on the first and
second floor of the building.
2. Section 11.22G2 permits residential
uses on the second and third floor provided that the residential uses do not exceed one-half of the total habitable floor
area of the building; Applicant seeks permission to use more than one-half of the
total habitable floor area of the building for
residential dwelling units.
The Application requires bulk variance
relief pertinent to the following requirements of the Westfield Land Use Ordinance:
1. Section 11.22G1 requires each dwelling unit have a minimum of 750 square
feet; Applicant seeks permission to have
residential dwelling units with less than
750 square feet.
2. Section 11.22E8 permits a maximum
building height of two habitable floors and
not more than 30 feet in height; Applicant
seeks permission to continue with the pres-

Brewster Sr., Kehler and Hale have
all passed away, while Love,
Tranchina and Petix, along with longtime trustees Bill Monninger, Bill
Jordan and Carol Donner, moved on.
Sandy, Space and myself were the
new kids on the block back in ’93;
now we are ahem, unknown (a gentleman never asks), 60 and 73, respectively.
But one thing that hasn’t changed is
the quality of the inductees. Maybe
they aren’t Olympians or world champions or professionals at the highest
level like in the first year, but the 16
athletes, one coach and three teams
that were inducted 10 nights ago (Nov.
19) at Shackamaxon Country Club
could hold their own with any early
induction classes at most other high
schools. And remember, this was the
13th induction for the WAHOF.
Among them, the inductees won 45
individual state championships, set
44 school records and earned 32 allAmerican spots. The teams won five
state titles, while the coach’s teams
earned 15 conference, 14 county and
seven sectional crowns.
This year’s inductees included:
Dennis Powers, Peter Heesch, Doug
McOwen, Bill Kenny, Joe Wilson,
Tiny Condrillo, Bonnie Bell, Joe Deer,
Clint Factor, Dave Schwartz, Stacey
Tourtellotte, Mike Abeles, Liz
McKeon, Lauren Caravello and Jeff
Perrella, along with the late coach
Thom Hornish, and the 1965 football
team, 1969 and 1970 swimming
teams, and 1976 cross-country and
1977 track teams.
This Silver Anniversary year saw a
record crowd of nearly 250 attend the
ceremony.
Among the highlights:
@ Bill Kenny Sr., age 94, came up
from Florida to stand beside the podium as son Mike Kenny accepted for
Bill Kenny Jr., who was unable to
attend.
@ Clint Factor thanked his parents
for moving to Westfield from
Fanwood when he was younger.
@ Jeff Perrella imitated the voice
of cross-country/track coach Jack
Martin barking out orders.
@ Emcee Sandy Mamary reminded
the departing audience, “And remember … once a Blue Devil, always a
Blue Devil.”
***
If you have an athlete, coach or
team that you would like to nominate
for induction into the WAHOF, there

ard or Bill Taylor.
BY THE NUMBERS
The football team’s 4-7 season
might have been disappointing for
some ‘fans,’ but there many positives,
including outscoring their last two
opponents 47-6; their 27-0 win at
Plainfield was their first shutout win
since blanking Bayonne, 48-0, in the
2016 playoffs. This was a very young
team, with only 13 seniors, to go with
22 juniors and 27 sophomores.
A couple of the seniors had noteworthy seasons – Emmett Smith was
a solid safety (4 interceptions) and
wide receiver (33 receptions), while
Tommy Norris set a school record for
career receptions by a tight end with
60, including a team-best 40 this fall.
Jordan Simpson was a solid
cornerback; Jake Saltzer made the
adjustment from quarterback to receiver work for 14 catches and 260
yards; Noah Levy had another good
year at defensive tackle; Griff Aslanian
showed his athleticism at both linebacker and fullback; Koury Kania
was better than hoped for at linebacker; Luke Bigosinski started at
center, while Charlie Riley at linebacker and cornerback Devon
McLane were solid contributors.
And the list of returnees should
have fans dreaming about the 2019
rematches against Linden, St. Joseph,
Union, Elizabeth, Phillipsburg and
Piscataway – and hopefully Union
City in the playoffs. Juniors Tim
Alliegro, Jonathan Bracco, Justin
Chambliss, Reid Colwell, Colin Freer,
Jake Harnisher, Will Kessler, Nick
Martini, Declan McCauley, Matt
O’Connor, Griffin Rooney, Hank
Shapiro and Danny Varano all started
at some point this year. And sophomores Jonathan Heard, Sean Maher,
Andrew Miller, Mack Prybylski and
Dan Shakal were all regulars at times.
Jim DeSarno finished the year with
97 wins as WHS’s head coach, so look
for No. 100 by mid-September. Only
Gary Kehler (171) has more at Westfield.
Shapiro will head into his senior
year with 11 school passing records
out of 12 categories: attempts in a
game (37), season (248) and career
(437); completions in a game (24),
season (146) and career (239); yards
in a game (301), season (1,690) and
career (3,113); and touchdown passes
in a game (four, tied with many, but
he’s done it three times) and career
(29). Phil Martini still holds the singleseason touchdown mark with 22 in
2016; Shapiro had 16 this year.
DOMINATING TEAMS
The girls soccer teams that George
Kapner coached from 1980-91 posted
194 wins, 29 losses and 9 ties, winning 10 out of 10 Union County Tournaments, plus five sectional titles and
two state Group 4 titles. They also
outscored the opposition by a 1,016
to 168 margin, a plus-848, with an
average winning margin of 4.4 to 0.7.

At the Westfield Athletic Hall of Fame’s inaugural induction in 1994, two of
Westfield High’s greatest athletes ever – wrestler Chris Campbell and all-around
Sam Mitchell – got together.

were nomination forms toward the
back of the program. You can also
contact
Mamary
(smamary@westfieldnjk12.org),
Johnson (bj1019@aol.com), or any
of the trustees – Bob Brewster Jr.,
Owen Brand, Brian Ciemniecki,
George Kapner, Glen Kehler, Kathy
Luckey, Steve Merrill, Moran, Dr.
Derrick Nelson, Kim Selert, Jen StewPUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that the following Ordinances were finally
adopted by the Township Council of the
Township of Scotch Plains, County of
Union, New Jersey, on the 20th of November 2018.
ORDINANCE 2018-32
ORDINANCE SUPPLEMENTING AND AMENDING THE
REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE TOWNSHIP
OF SCOTCH PLAINS, CHAPTER VII, ENTITLED TRAFFIC,
SECTION 7-6.2 STOP INTERSECTIONS — SCHEDULE VIII.
ORDINANCE 2018-36
ORDINANCE TO AMEND
SECTION 2-25, FEES FOR
SERVICES, AT SUBSECTION
2-25.5, “FEES FOR POLICE
SERVICE,” OF THE REVISED
GENERAL ORDINANCES OF
THE TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH
PLAINS
BOZENA LACINA, RMC
MUNICIPAL CLERK
1 T - 11/29/18, The Times Fee: $26.52

ON THIS DATE
1923: With frost covering the field,
Walt Tavener’s 1-yard touchdown run
lifted WHS to a 6-3 Thanksgiving
Day victory over Madison.
1934: Charley Luce caught four
touchdown passes (two from Joe
DiFrancesco and two from Bobby
Kaiser) in a 37-13 Thanksgiving Day
victory over Nyack, N.Y.
AROUND THIS DATE
Nov. 28, 1963: Jim O’Neil ran for
112 yards and a touchdown, John
Greene converted both PATs, and
Dwight Davies’s only completion (in
two attempts) was a fourth-down TD
to Harry Beane as WHS knocked off
Plainfield, 14-12.
Nov. 28, 1968: Bruce Otzmann had
169 yards and two scores while Paul
Byrne had 134 yards and the gamewinning score as WHS knocked off
Plainfield, 25-21.
Nov. 28, 1974: Glen Kehler scored
all of WHS’s points in a 31-14 victory
at Plainfield. He had two touchdown
runs, and then ended with a spectacular fourth quarter – a 45-yard punt
return, a 95-yard kickoff return and a
25-yard field goal.
Nov. 28, 1991: Lamont Wallace
ran for 195 yards and Bob Hermiston
scored three touchdowns as WHS
topped Plainfield, 28-0.
Dec. 1, 1956: Bob Clotworthy (’49)
won the Olympic gold medal in 3meter diving at Melbourne, Australia.
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PTA Season of Service
At Evergreen School

GIVING THANKS...The Early Act Club of Jefferson School in Westfield coordinated a food drive to help those less fortunate. Members of the club and their
advisors, along with Jefferson principal Susie Hung, pictured, upper left, delivered the food items on November 20 to Grace Presbyterian Church.

Westfield Public Schools
Celebrate Thanksgiving
WESTFIELD -- Students, staff, and
families across the Westfield Public
School District continued the district’s
longstanding tradition of giving back
to families in need during the holiday
season.
Throughout the month of November, the Early Act Club at Jefferson
Elementary School coordinated a food
drive to help those who are less fortunate in the local community. Thirtyfour fifth graders gave up their recess
times to create and hang posters, as
well as organize the donations over
the past several weeks.
“Due to their efforts and the generosity of the Jefferson families, Early
Act was able to collect more than one
hundred canned and prepackaged
food items,” said Jefferson principal
Susie Hung who, with school secretary John DiOrio, some Early Act
members and teacher advisors Tiffany Winters and Megan Cardillo,
delivered the food items to Grace
Presbyterian Church on November
20. “Reverend Timothy Ferguson was
extremely touched and appreciative
of the donation from Jefferson families. The food pantry is now fully
stocked and anyone can stop by to
retrieve whatever they need.”
The Early Act Club is a service
club for fifth grade students, sponsored by the Rotary Club of Westfield
and held at several of the district’s
elementary schools.

Westfield students also continued
the weekly tradition of bringing and
making extra lunches on a designated
day to donate to local charities, including St. Joseph’s Social Service
Center in Elizabeth.
“We call it “Two Lunch Tuesday”
and this week, we increased the donated lunches by promoting a contest
among the classes,” said Franklin
principal Eileen Cambria. “The grade
level with the most lunches was rewarded with an extra recess period.”
“Every week, when we bring the
school lunches, the volunteers feel so
proud to donate what the school contributes because we see the need firsthand. At Thanksgiving, though, the
need is doubled,” added Franklin parent volunteer Laura Williamson, who
estimated that the school community
donated more than 1,000 lunches.
Among the many ways Westfield
students, staff, and families celebrated
the true meaning of the holiday season
were Thanksgiving pictures and cards
delivered by McKinley families to local veterans and food baskets created
by Westfield High School students for
four refugee families in the area who
will enjoy a traditional Thanksgiving
feast for the first time. At Edison Intermediate School, students in the Student Government Association organized a Thanksgiving food drive, collecting and donating more than 200
items to area food banks and shelters.

THANKS FOR SERVING...On November 15, School One Elementary School in
Scotch Plains celebrated Veteran’s Day by recognizing active and inactive service
men and women and inviting them to share their experiences and personal stories.
Students in Kindergarten through Grade 4 had the privilege of meeting the people
who have served or are currently serving our country. Every year School One
students look forward to this celebration where they can learn about those that
keep our country safe. A gift of “Thank You” notes prepared by our students were
provided to each guest as a small token of appreciation for their service.

SCOTCH PLAINS -- Students and
parents at Evergreen Elementary have
been steadily working to serve the local
community this Fall.
On October 17, Evergreen’s Fourth
Grade students collected and organized
an abundance of gently-used Halloween costumes for members of the Boys
and Girls Club of Union County. The
students also helped to make candy
bags that were shared with these same
children at the 2018 Fall Festival hosted
by the Plainfield Club.
Just in time for the holidays, Evergreen students and parents through the
leadership of the Kids Care Committee
at Evergreen collected a huge and diverse inventory of clean and gently
used toys to donate to Second Chance
Toys (SCT) on Tuesday, November
13. This organization rescues and recycles gently used plastic toys for children in need whilst keeping thousands
of pounds of plastic out of our landfills.
SCT was founded in 2006 by Sasha
Lipton, the daughter of Bronna Lipton
who is a former teacher at Evergreen
Elementary. SCT collected their

300,000 toy at the Evergreen Second
Chance Toy drive.
On Thursday, November 15, the Evergreen community rallied to collect
food for its yearly Thanksgiving Food
Drive. Also led by the Kids Care Committee, this food drive benefits families
within the community by providing
them baskets full of everything needed
to enjoy a wonderful holiday meal including a turkey.
Thanks to the Fourth Grade Service
Project Committee led by RosaAnna
Passucci and Christine Laudman, as
well as their awesome team for organizing and executing the Halloween service project with heart. Thanks also
goes to Lindsay DeMasi and Kathleen
Migliaccio for leading the Evergreen
Kids Care Committee during these past
few years - the Second Chance Toy
Drive and Thanksgiving Food Drive
are only some examples of the way
parents help our children “do good” all
year round.

Connor Fitch Honored
As Bowdoin Scholar

SCOTCH PLAINS -- Coming back
to school can be a hard change but it is
the perfect time to focus on healthy
habits. This year at Evergreen School,
the physical educational teacher, Erica
Faraone wanted the students to understand the importance of living a healthy
lifestyle. The students learned that
being active can stimulate their brain
and prepare it for learning; increase
their energy throughout the day so
they feel less tired; put them in a good
mood. In order to reinforce the benefits of physical activity, Ms. Faraone
challenged her students to take a Selfie
while being active. Over 143 students
and staff participated in the challenge.
Pictures included walking their dog,
riding their bike, playing a sport or
going for a hike. The Selfies were put
into and iMovie and it was shown to
the students during lunchtime.

CRANFORD -- Connor Fitch, of
Cranford, was honored as a Sarah and
James Bowdoin Scholar at Bowdoin
College during the Sarah and James
Bowdoin Day ceremony on October
19, to honor those undergraduates who
distinguish themselves with excellence
in scholarship. Mr. Fitch is a Book
Award winner, and is a member of the
Bowdoin College Class of 2021. Mr.
Fitch is earning a major in undeclared.
Those students who are designated
Sarah and James Bowdoin Scholars
are in the top (highest GPA) 20 percent of each class for the previous
academic year. In addition, those
scholars who earned a GPA of 4.0 are
designated Sarah and James Bowdoin
Book Award winners.

AREA -- Union Catholic’s Mia
Schutz and Manya Trehan were honored at the school recently for the awards
they earned for Aspirations in Computing from the New Jersey Affiliate of the
National Center for Women & Information Technology (NCWIT).
The NCWIT Award for Aspirations
in Computing builds a talent pool for
the growing technical workforce and
helps academic and corporate organizations celebrate diversity in computing by honoring young women at the
high-school level for their computingrelated achievements and interests.
Award recipients are selected based on
their aptitude and aspirations in technology and computing; leadership ability; academic history; and plans for
post-secondary education.
Mia, a junior, was named as an affiliate winner, and Manya, a senior, was
named honorable mention.
“This award means a lot to me because I love the field of computer science and it’s nice for the school to know
about my passion and what I love doing,’’ said Manya, who lives in Scotch

Monday, December 10th
Time: 7:30 PM

Come to our Kindergarten & JK Open
House Presentation on Dec. 10th at
7:30pm and learn about our fabulous
Kindergarten & JK program.
The Pre-school will also be hosting an

W+H School Celebrates
World Language Day
AREA -- Students in all three divisions at The Wardlaw+Hartridge
School in Edison performed during
two 90-minute shows to celebrate
World Language Day on Nov. 9 in the
Berry Performing Arts Center.
Esther Faus, World Language Department Chair, opened the program
with a welcome and introduced a
dozen performers who represented
Lower, Middle and Upper School
and all languages studied in those
three divisions.
The Lower School kicked off the
show with Spanish skits performed
by the fifth grade classes. AP Spanish
students Antonella Doglio of Carteret
and Katherine Hernandez of Elizabeth performed a Cumbia dance routine and Sydney Kuo of Edison sang
a Chinese song before Stan

DeLaurentiis of Plainfield took the
stage to share his talents with a saxophone solo and Chinese rap.
Upper and Middle School Latin
students conducted readings later in
the program. The Upper School Latin
I class read the speech Attila the Hun
at Chalons, while Middle School Latin
students read Plautus’ Scenes from
Manaechi and Ovid’s Baucis and
Philomen.
Other highlights included an Upper School Spanish Honors video
about the passion of soccer, a Middle
School Spanish game show, a Chinese song by a large group of students
representing Middle and Upper
Schools, and the instrumental finale
of the popular song Despacito by
Able Xu of Somerset on piano and
Amy Chen of Edison on violin.

Union Catholic Students
Awarded for Computing

Saint Paul’s

Day School

Selfie Challenge at
Evergreen School

STRAIGHT A’s...Three proud fifth graders from Garwood’s Lincoln School
display their Honor Society Certificate after earning straight As on their report
card. The certificates were awarded by the Garwood Board of Education on
November 20 to 34 students who made honor society status. The students, pictured
from left to right, are: Dylan Mason, Leonardo Ruggiero and Anthony Di Iorio.

Open House

Open House in January 2019 to meet
the teachers and see the rooms for
next year’s classes.
St. Paul’s Day School
414 East Broad Street
Westfield, New Jersey 07090
908-233-5417
stpaulsday@stpaulsday.org

Plains. Manya founded the Girls Who
Code Club at UC, was a captain on the
UC tennis team this past season, has
severed as an Emerging Leader, is a
member of the National Honor Society,
and is part of an organization called
#BUILTBYGIRLS, a program that
exposes students to the possibilities for
a career in tech by connecting with the
industry’s best professionals. Manya
has also instructed Coding Classes at
the Scotch Plains Library.
”It was a nice surprise when I found
out about this award,’’ said Mia, who
lives in Metuchen. “I love making art
through technology and it’s nice to get
recognition for it and share it with others.’’ Mia is on the Tech Crew for UC’s
Performing Arts Company, and is also
a member of the Service Club and Peer
Ministry.

WORLD OF DANCE...Cumbia dancers Katherine Hernandez of Elizabeth and
Antonella Doglio of Carteret prepare for their routine with classmate Ayush
Menon of Scotch Plains and AP Spanish teacher Yolanda Reyes of North
Plainfield at The Wardlaw+Hartridge School’s World Language Day celebration
held on November 9 in the Berry Performing Arts Center.

The Leader/Times Website
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Place a Classified Ad
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Search Past Editions
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Search Our Video Library
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LaRosa Named to Board
Of Link Education Partners
WESTFIELD — Link Education
Partners, Inc., a non-profit organization supporting educational equity in
Newark, has announced the election
of Charles LaRosa of Westfield to its
board of trustees.
Mr. LaRosa is the president of EDGE
Innovation, a global marketing solutions company that has partnered with
some of the world’s leading companies, particularly in the manufacture
and service sectors of food, beverage,
OTC/pharma and household product
companies to provide strategic and
creative ideas for growth. His prior
experience includes executive positions as chief executive officer at Pharmaceutical Formulations Inc.; president of American Home Foods, a division of American Home Products Corporation; and senior vice-president in
Bristol Myers Products, the over-the
counter pharmaceutical arm of Bristol
Myers Squibb.
Mr. LaRosa holds an MBA in marketing and economics from St. John’s
University, Peter J. Tobin College of
Business. Over the years, Mr. LaRosa
has served on other boards, including
The Overlook Foundation and the
Westfield Symphony Orchestra.
“I am pleased to welcome Mr.
LaRosa as a new Board Member,”
said Maria Pilar Paradiso, executive
director of Link Education Partners,
Inc. (LEP). “He brings a wealth of

Charles LaRosa
expertise and experience especially
in strategic planning and branding
that will be a tremendous asset to LEP
as we continue to support education
in Newark.”
Link Education Partners Inc., provides education of youth through its
support to Link Community Charter
School, a middle school serving Newark, East Orange, Orange and
Irvington, NJ. LEP provides enrichment programming for students that
inspires them, hones their skills, and
deepens their knowledge as well professional development for teachers.

Library to Host Activities
For Adults and Teens
SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains Public Library has announced
multiple programs that will take place
at the library during December.
Local artist Sandra Cerchio offers
monthly drawing classes for adults,
age 18 and older, at the library. This
month’s session will be held on Friday, December 7, at 10 a.m. The
focus will be “Lions and Tigers.”
Pre-registration is required and space
is limited. Attendees should bring
sketch paper, pencils and an eraser.
The library’s Evening Book Club
will meet on Monday, December
10, at 7 p.m., to discuss “Their Eyes
Were Watching God” by Zora Neale
Hurston. When Janie Starks returns
home, she seeks identity and independence as the small southern black
community buzzes with gossip
about the outcome of her affair with
a younger man.
On Tuesday, December 18, at 1
p.m., the Afternoon Book Club will
meet to discuss Three Tall Women
by Edward Albee. The protagonist
of the play, a compelling woman of
more than 90 years old, reflects on
her life with a mixture of shame,
pleasure, regret and satisfaction.
These book clubs are free and
open to the public.
Teens in grades 5 to 12 are invited to the library on Wednesday,
December 12, at 6 p.m., to learn
how to make spaghetti and sauce.

This class will not be suitable for
those with a gluten allergy. Participants are asked to note any food
allergies or dietary restrictions on
the registration form. Registration
will begin on Monday, December 3.
Lisa Mohn of Apple Blossom
Flowers will return to the library on
Thursday, December 13, at 7 p.m.,
to lead a winter wreath workshop.
Participants should bring their own
scissors; all other materials will be
supplied. Registration is required and
is limited to adults age 18 and older
and to two participants per family.
To register for library programs
or obtain more information, visit
scotlib.org,
e-mail
library@scotlib.org, call (908) 3225007, extension no. 204, or stop by
the Reference Desk.
The Scotch Plains Public Library
is located at 1927 Bartle Avenue,
one block from Park Avenue, in the
center of the township.

BE WISE
and

ADVERTISE
908-232-4407
sales@goleader.com
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PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
ORDINANCE 2018-35

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that the following Ordinances were passed
on first reading by the Township Council of
the Township of Scotch Plains, County of
Union, New Jersey on the 20th of November 2018, and that said Ordinances will be
considered for final adoption at a meeting
of the said Township Council to be held in
the Council Chambers, 430 Park Avenue,
on the 11th day of December 2018 at 7:00
p.m., at which time and place a public
hearing will be held prior to final passage
of said Ordinances and all interested persons will be given an opportunity to be
heard concerning the same. Copies of
said Ordinances can be obtained from the
Township Clerk’s Office at any time prior to
final adoption at no cost to any member of
the general public who requests same.

ORDINANCE AMENDING
CHAPTER 23 ENTITLED “AFFORDABLE HOUSING DEVELOPMENT FEES (COAH
THIRD ROUND RULES)” BY
REPEALING AND REPLACING EXISTING SECTIONS 8.1
THROUGH 8.10 IN THEIR
ENTIRETY.
ORDINANCE 2018-38
ORDINANCE TO AMEND § 237 (SIGNS) IN CHAPTER XXIII
(ZONING) OF THE REVISED
GENERAL ORDINANCES OF
THE TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH
PLAINS TO REVISE SIGN
DEFINITIONS AND REGULATIONS.

ORDINANCE 2018-33

ORDINANCE 2018-39

ORDINANCE TO REPEAL §
23-3.19
(AFFORDABLE
HOUSING UNIT REGULATION) IN ARTICLE 23-3 (ZONE
REGULATIONS) IN CHAPTER
XXIII(ZONING) OF THE REVISED ORDINANCES OF THE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH
PLAINS, AND TO ENACT
ARTICLE 19-7 (AFFORDABLE
HOUSING) IN CHAPTER XIX
(LAND USE PROCEDURES)
OF THE REVISED ORDINANCES OF THE TOWNSHIP
OF SCOTCH PLAINS AND TO
ENACT THE TOWNSHIP’S
THIRD ROUND HOUSING
ELEMENT AND FAIR SHARE
PLAN WHICH ADDRESS THE
REQUIREMENTS OF THE
FAIR HOUSING ACT AND THE
UNIFORM
HOUSING
AFFORDABILITY CONTROLS
(UHAC) CONSISTENT WITH
THE TERMS OF A SETTLEMENT
AGREEMENT
REACHED BETWEEN THE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH
PLAINS AND FAIR SHARE
HOUSING CENTER REGARDING COMPLIANCE WITH THE
TOWNSHIP’S AFFORDABLE
HOUSING OBLIGATIONS.

ORDINANCE AMENDING
CHAPTER III (POLICE REGULATIONS), ARTICLE 22 TO
ESTABLISH A PRIVATE OUTDOOR SURVEILLANCE CAMERA REGISTRY.

ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS TO
ENSURE THAT ANY SITE
THAT BENEFITS FROM A
REZONING, VARIANCE OR
REDEVELOPMENT PLAN APPROVED BY THE TOWNSHIP
OR A TOWNSHIP LAND USE
BOARD THAT RESULTS IN
MULTI-FAMILY RESIDENTIAL
DEVELOPMENT OF FIVE (5)
DWELLING UNITS OR MORE
PRODUCES AFFORDABLE
HOUSING AT A SET-ASIDE
RATE OF 20% FOR FOR-SALE
AFFORDABLE UNITS AND AT
A SET-ASIDE RATE OF 15%
FOR RENTAL AFFORDABLE
UNITS.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
COUNTY OF UNION
CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY 07016
NOTICE TO BIDDERS
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that sealed
submissions will be received by the Township Clerk, or designated representative
for the Township of Cranford, County of
Union, State of New Jersey on Tuesday,
December 11, 2018 at 10:00 am prevailing
time, at which time they will be opened and
read in Room 108, Municipal Building,
Cranford, New Jersey 07016 for the following:
ANIMAL CONTROL SERVICES
Submission packages may be obtained
at the Township Clerk’s Office, (908) 7097210, during regular business hours, 8:30
A.M. to 4:00 P.M., Monday through Friday,
excluding holidays, or by downloading the
documents on the Township’s website:
https://www.cranfordnj.org/bids Registration on the Township’s website is required.
The Township Committee reserves the
right to reject any or all submissions due to
any defects or waive informalities and accept any submissions that in their judgment will be in the best interest of the
Township. The Township Committee shall
award the contract or reject all submissions no later than 60 day from receipt of
same.
Respondents are required to comply with
the requirements of P.L. 1975, C. 127 and
N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 et seq. and N.J.A.C. 17:27.
By authorization of the Township Committee, of the Township of Cranford, Union
County, New Jersey.
Patricia Donahue, RMC
Township Clerk
1 T - 11/29/18, The Leader Fee: $36.21

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

ORDINANCE 2018-34

WESTFIELD
Saturday, November 17, Jonathan
Wirighten, 20, of Plainfield was arrested on an outstanding criminal
warrant from South Plainfield Municipal Court, in the amount of $408,
after police responded to a call on the
800 block of Central Avenue.
Wirighten was processed and released
on his own recognizance.
CRANFORD
Tuesday, November 13, Jefry
Jimenez, 21, of Roselle was arrested
and charged with possession of less
than 50 grams of marijuana and possession of drug paraphernalia following a motor vehicle stop at Raritan
Road and Moen Avenue for a headlight out. Jimenez was processed and
provided with a municipal court appearance date. In addition, he was
issued motor vehicle summonses for
an unregistered vehicle, maintenance
of lamps, no valid insurance card in
his possession and possession of a
controlled dangerous substance in a
motor vehicle.
Friday, November 23, Aleksandr
Firstov, 29, of Roselle and Rafael
Vasquez, 23, of North Bergen were

ORDINANCE 2018-40
ORDINANCE ADOPTING A
REDEVELOPMENT PLAN
FOR AN “AREA IN NEED OF
REDEVELOPMENT” KNOWN
AS THE “PARKER GARDENS
REDEVELOPMENT AREA”
CONSISTING OF BLOCK
12001, LOTS 4, 5, 6, 7 AND 24,
AS SHOWN ON THE TAX MAP
OF THE TOWNSHIP OF
SCOTCH PLAINS IN ACCORDANCE WITH N.J.S.A.
40A:12A-7, AND SUPPLEMENTING AND AMENDING
CHAPTER XXIII ENTITLED
“ZONING” BY THE AMENDMENT OF SUBSECTION 233.2 ENTITLED “ZONING
MAP”, AND BY THE ADDITION OF NEW SECTION 23-9
ENTITLED “REDEVELOPMENT PLANS” AND NEW
SUBSECTION 23-9.1 ENTITLED “PARKER GARDENS
REDEVELOPMENT PLAN
(BLOCK 12001, LOTS 4, 5, 6,
7 AND 24)”.
ORDINANCE 2018-41
ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING
A FINANCIAL AGREEMENT
BETWEEN THE TOWNSHIP
OF SCOTCH PLAINS AND SP
RESERVE URBAN RENEWAL, LLC, A NEW JERSEY LIMITED LIABILITY
COMPANY, AS THE DESIGNATED REDEVELOPER OF
PROPERTY LOCATED AT
BLOCK 12001, LOTS 4, 5, 6, 7
AND 24 AS SHOWN ON THE
TAX MAP OF THE TOWNSHIP
OF SCOTCH PLAINS.
BOZENA LACINA, RMC
Municipal Clerk
1 T - 11/29/18, The Times Fee: $125.46

NOTICE OF PENDING
BOND ORDINANCE AND SUMMARY
BOND ORDINANCE NO. 2018-37
The bond ordinance, the summary terms
of which are included herein, was introduced and passed upon first reading at a
meeting of the Township Council of the
Township of Scotch Plains, in the County
of Union, State of New Jersey, on November 20, 2018. It will be further considered
for final passage, after public hearing
thereon, at a meeting of the Township
Council to be held at its meeting room in
the Township Hall, 430 Park Avenue,
Scotch Plains, New Jersey, on December
11, 2018 at 7:00 P.M. During the week
prior to and up to and including the date of
such meeting copies of the full ordinance
will be available at no cost and during
regular business hours, at the Clerk’s office for the members of the general public
who shall request the same. The summary
of the terms of such bond ordinance follows:
TITLE: BOND ORDINANCE
TO AUTHORIZE THE UNDERTAKING OF THE CONSTRUCTION PHASE OF THE UPGRADING OF SANITARY
SEWER PUMP STATIONS IN,
BY AND FOR THE SEWER
UTILITY OF THE TOWNSHIP
OF SCOTCH PLAINS, IN THE
COUNTY OF UNION, STATE
OF NEW JERSEY, TO APPROPRIATE THE SUM OF
$2,390,000 TO PAY THE COST
THEREOF, TO AUTHORIZE
THE ISSUANCE OF BONDS
TO FINANCE SUCH APPROPRIATION AND TO PROVIDE
FOR THE ISSUANCE OF
BOND ANTICIPATION NOTES
IN ANTICIPATION OF THE
ISSUANCE OF SUCH BONDS.
Purpose(s): Undertaking of the construction phase of the upgrading of the
Raritan Road and Lamberts Mill Road
Sanitary Sewer Pump Stations in, by and
for the Sewer Utility of the Township.
Appropriation: $2,390,000
Bonds/Notes Authorized: $2,390,000
Grants (if any) Appropriated: $-0Section 20 Costs: $166,000
Useful Life: 40 years
This Notice is published pursuant to
N.J.S.A. 40A:2-17.
Bozena Lacina, RMC
Township Clerk
Township of Scotch Plains
County of Union
State of New Jersey
1 T - 11/29/18, The Times Fee: $56.10

PUBLIC NOTICE

arrested and charged with possession
of less than 50 grams of marijuana and
possession of drug paraphernalia following a motor vehicle stop at North
Avenue East and Carpenter Place for
improper display of plates. Firstov
and Vasquez were both processed and
provided with municipal court appearance dates. In addition, Firstov was
issued motor vehicle summonses for
improper display of license plates and
possession of a controlled dangerous
substance in a motor vehicle.
Saturday, November 24, Jessica
Graham, 37, of Staten Island, N.Y.,
was arrested and charged with criminal mischief and causing or risking
widespread injury or damage following a one-car motor vehicle crash on
Jackson Drive. Following an investigation at the scene, police arrested the
sole driver, Graham, for driving her
1975 Chevrolet into a building, causing significant damage. She was processed and provided with a state Superior Court appearance date. In addition, she was issued motor vehicle
summonses for reckless driving, careless driving, willfully disabling a motor
vehicle on private property, failure to
observe a traffic lane, and parking on
a sidewalk. Graham was transported
to the Union County jail pending a
detention hearing. There were no injuries as a result of the crash, police
said.
Sunday, November 25, Cristian
Cortes, 21, of Bayonne was arrested
and charged with criminal mischief
and disorderly conduct after police
were dispatched to a North Avenue
East business for a reported fight in
progress. Cortes was processed and
provided with a municipal court appearance date.
GARWOOD
Saturday, November 17, police responded to a South Avenue business
on a report of a burglary to a motor
vehicle. The victim stated that he left
the keys to his vehicle, a GMC pickup,
in an unlocked locker in the changing
room of a gym. When he returned to
the locker approximately one hour
later, he found that his keys were
missing. He then went to his vehicle,
which was still in the parking lot, but
the doors were left wide open and the
contents of the truck had been rummaged through. The victim reported
that missing from the vehicle was a
protein drink and approximately $35
in cash. An investigation is ongoing
and no arrests have been made.
SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-18003543
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-011261-17
Plaintiff: NATIONSTAR MORTGAGE LLC D/
B/A CHAMPION MORTGAGE COMPANY
VS.
Defendant: EUGENIA M. GILLIAM HER
HEIRS, DEVISEES AND PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVES, AND HER, THEIR, OR ANY OF
THEIR SUCCESSORS IN RIGHT, TITLE AND
INTERTEST; GAIL DENISE WILLIAMS; RUFUS
DWAYNE GILLIAM; LISA DYLAN GILLIAM;
STATE OF NEW JERSEY; UNITED STATES
OF AMERICA
Sale Date: 12/05/2018
Writ of Execution: 09/11/2018
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution
to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Building, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Elizabeth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bidders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.
The judgment amount is: ***Two Hundred
Twenty-Seven Thousand Seventy-Three and 65/
100*** $227,073.65.
Property to be sold is located in the TOWNSHIP of SCOTCH PLAINS, County of UNION,
State of New Jersey.
Premises commonly known as: 545 BEVERLY
AVENUE, SCOTCH PLAINS, NEW JERSEY
07076-1613.
BEING KNOWN as LOT 12 & 13, BLOCK 402
on the official Tax Map of the TOWNSHIP of
SCOTCH PLAINS.
Dimensions: 75.00 Feet X 118.00 Feet X 75
Feet X 118.00 Feet.
Nearest Cross Street: Weaver Street.
Advertise subject USA’s right of redemption:
Pursuant to 28, U.S.C. Section 2410(C), this
sale is subject to a 1 year right of redemption held
by the United States of America by virtue of it?s
lien:
i. EUGENIA M. GILLIAM TO THE SECRETARY OF HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT, dated December 21, 2009 and recorded
January 4, 2010 in Book 12842, Page 471. To
secure $480,000.00.
Total Upset: ***Two Hundred Thirty-Two Thousand Nine Hundred Fifty-Two and 26/100***
$232,952.26 together with lawful interest and
costs.
Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens or
other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being foreclosed and, if so the current amount due thereon.
If the sale is set aside for any reason, the
Purchaser at the sale shall be entitled only a
return of the deposit paid. The Purchaser shall
have no further recourse against the Mortgagor,
the Mortgagee or the Mortgagee’s attorney.
Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfaction of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.
There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.
The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further advertisement.
Peter Corvelli
Sheriff
Attorney:
PHELAN HALLINAN, DIAMOND & JONES, PC
400 FELLOWSHIP ROAD
SUITE 100
MOUNT LAUREL, NEW JERSEY 08054
(856) 813-5500
4 T - 11/08, 11/15, 11/22
& 11/29/18
Fee: $238.68

PUBLIC NOTICE

TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
COUNTY OF UNION
TAKE NOTICE That pursuant to Resolution No. 98-05, adopted by the Township
Counsel of the Township of Scotch Plains on May 10, 2005, that the undersigned will
expose for sale at Public Auction, in accordance with Title 39:10A-1, at the times and
locations specified below, the following motor vehicles which came into the possession
of the Scotch Plains Police Department through abandonment or failure of owners to
claim same.
All the vehicles on the following lists are offered in strictly “as is” condition, with no
representation as to condition or fitness for any particular purpose. Minimum bid for each
vehicle will be all towing and storage fees due to the towing agency.
Purchase must be made by cash or certified check. A 10% deposit must be given at time
of auction. Balance must be paid by 4:00 p.m. the same day.
The public auction shall be held on December 4, 2018 in accordance with the laws of
the State of New Jersey pertaining thereto.
The following vehicle may be examined at Ace Towing 1509 Front Street, Scotch
Plains, New Jersey at 8:30 am. Public auction will commence at 8:45 am.
MAKE
DODGE

YEAR
2001

1 T - 11/29/18, The Times

VIN NO.
1B4HS28Z71F645929

MINIMUM BID
$4,850.00
Bozena Lacina, RMC
Township Clerk
Fee: $41.82

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

LIONS CELEBRATE HOLIDAYS...The Lions Club of Westfield again participated in the annual lighting of the town Christmas Tree at the north-side railroad
station on Sunday. The club handed out free apple cider to the crowd during this
well-attended ceremony. The cider was donated by ShopRite of Clark. Pictured,
from left to right, are: Carl Villane, a 50-year member of the Lions; Joan Villane,
Pete Mitchell, Doug Schembs, Lois Schembs and Bob Gittleman.

Homeless Sabbath Weekend
Dec. 14 to 16 in County
REGION — During the weekend
of December 14 to 16, multi-faith
congregations in Union County will
participate in the third annual Homeless Sabbath Weekend. This weekend is a “call to action” for multifaith communities. The weekend offers congregations the opportunity
to show faith in action by bringing
attention to their neighbors experiencing homelessness.
During Homeless Sabbath Weekend, congregations will collectively
pray for all people experiencing
homelessness and for the commitment to end homelessness in the community. Participation means sharing
a prepared prayer or reading as part
of a service, holding a drive for hats,
mittens, and scarves or other necessities, performing a short play or incorporating the theme of homelessness
into a holiday display or live scene.
Registered congregations will receive
materials to help make their participation as simple as possible during
this busy holiday season.
Community Access Unlimited,
Elizabeth Coalition to House the
Homeless, Family Promise of Union
County, Gateway Family YMCA,
HomeFirst, Iris House, the Urban
League of Union County and Monarch Housing are organizing this
year’s Homeless Sabbath Weekend
on behalf of all people who are homeless in Union County. Last year, almost 25 congregations from across
Union County participated in last
year’s Sabbath and the goal this year
is to increase participation to 50 congregations.
On the night of January 23, 2018,
459 people, including 41 people
without shelter, experienced
homelessness in Union County, according to NJ Counts 2018, the PointIn-Time count. The Homeless Sabbath Weekend organizers believe that
no one should be homeless for the
holidays or at any time of the year.
“The housing crisis is a humanitarian issue that we cannot ignore,” says
Geleen Donovan, executive director
of Family Promise of Union County.
“Those of us providing homeless shelter and services witness the onslaught
of desperation in numbers that are
rising on a daily basis.”
The lack of affordable housing in
Union County has precipitated a

crisis causing working families to
become homeless. Due to cuts in
state funding, shelter beds are being lost across the state and specifically in Union County.
The loss of the Plainfield YMCA
shelter and the closure of Salvation
Army shelter beds in Perth Amboy
and some shelter beds in Elizabeth
forces families and individuals experiencing homelessness to live in their
cars, in storage units and in abandoned buildings. These individuals
and families are being abandoned and
forced to live in places that we would
all consider uninhabitable.
The Homeless Sabbath Weekend
event aligns with “Homeless Persons’
Memorial Day Vigil,” hosted this year
by St. Mark’s Episcopal Church, 1430
Park Avenue in Plainfield, NJ on
Thursday, December 20, at 7 p.m.
“More often or not, most of us
have the opportunity to say goodbye to friends and family on or after
our passing and have closure,” said
Pastor Angelo Wildgoose of St.
Mark’s Episcopal Church. “The annual Homeless Vigil offers the opportunity to remember those who
pass on the streets. St. Mark’s Parish embraces the opportunity to have
a hand in helping God’s children in
any way we can.”

Sierra Club to Hold
Annual Holiday Party
REGION — The New Jersey Sierra
Club Loantaka Group will hold its
annual meet and greet holiday party on
Wednesday, December 12, from 7:30
to 9 p.m., at Library of The Chathams,
located at 214 Main Street, Chatham.
The community is invited to socialize with environmentally concerned members and guests and enjoy holiday goodies. Rich Isaac, New
Jersey chapter chairman, will give a
short update on 2018 New Jersey
Sierra Club activities. Group activities and programs for 2019 also will
be discussed. Snacks and beverages
will be provided. Extra goodies are
always welcomed. Interested persons
are
asked
to
RSVP
to
loantakasc@gmail.com.
The event is free and open to the
public. For more information, call
(908) 233-2414.
PUBLIC NOTICE

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-18003696
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-033075-16
Plaintiff: LAKEVIEW LOAN SERVICING, LLC
VS.
Defendant: NICHOL A. SANCHEZ; DISCOVER BANK; SLOMINS INC
Sale Date: 12/12/2018
Writ of Execution: 07/26/2018
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution
to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Building, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Elizabeth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bidders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.
The judgment amount is: ***Two Hundred
Twenty-Three Thousand One Hundred SixtyFive and 22/100*** $223,165.22.
MUNICIPALITY: Township of Scotch Plains.
COUNTY AND STATE: County of Union, State
of New Jersey.
STREET AND STREET NUMBER: 372 Farley
Avenue.
TAX LOT AND BLOCK NUMBERS: Lot: 14;
Block: 102.
DIMENSIONS: Approximately: 50 x 100.
NEAREST CROSS STREET: Front Street.
BEGINNING AT A POINT IN THE SOUTHWESTERLY SIDELINE OF FARLEY AVENUE,
SAID POINT BEING DISTANT NORTHWESTERLY 101.75 FEET MEASURED ALONG SAID
SIDELINE FROM THE POINT WHERE THE
SAME IS INTERSECTED BY THE NORTHWESTERLY SIDELINE OF FRONT STREET AS
SAID STREETS ARE LAID OUT AND DELINEATED ON A CERTAIN MAP ENTITLED “REVISED MAP OF SHEPHARD PARK,” DATED
JULY, 1922, SAID MAP BEING FILED IN THE
UNION COUNTY REGISTER’S OFFICE ON
SEPTEMBER 25, 1923 AS MAP NO. 138-C.
Pursuant to a tax search of 08/08/2018; 2018:
QTR 3 due date 8/1/2018 $2,066.43 open; subject to posting; QTR 4 due date 11/1/2018
$2,066.43 open; 2019: QTR 1 due date 2/1/2019
$2,021.54; QTR 2 due date 5/1/2019 $2,021.53
open. Sewer Account: 7/1/2018 - 12/31/2018
$271.12 open.
For sale information, please visit Auction.com
at www.Auction.com or call (800) 280.2832.
Total Upset: ***Two Hundred Twenty-Nine
Thousand Seven Hundred Eighty-Eight and 83/
100*** $229,788.83 together with lawful interest
and costs.
Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfaction of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.
There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.
The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further advertisement.
Peter Corvelli
Sheriff
Attorney:
FRENKEL LAMBERT WEISS WEISMAN &
GORDON, LLP
80 MAIN STREET
SUITE 460
WEST ORANGE NEW JERSEY 07052
(973) 325-8800
4 T - 11/15, 11/22, 11/29
& 12/06/18
Fee: $210.12

TOWN OF WESTFIELD
BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
The Board of Adjustment of the Town
of Westfield, New Jersey will meet on
December 10, 2018, in the Council Chambers at the Municipal Building, 425 East
Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey at
7:30 p.m. to hear and consider the following appeals for bulk (c) and/or (d) variance
relief from requirements of the Westfield
Land Use Ordinance.
Kenneth & Donna Pace, 638 Kimball
Avenue. Applicants are seeking approval
to construct an addition contrary to Section
12.04F1, 12.04F3, and 11.09E14 of the
Land Use Ordinance. Ordinance allows a
maximum building coverage of 20%. Proposed is 22.2%. Ordinance allows a maximum building coverage with a porch of
24%. Proposed is 24.7%. Ordinance requires a one-car garage. Proposed is no
garage.
Matthew Strycharz, 120 Marlboro
Street. Applicant is seeking approval to
construct an addition contrary to Section
11.09E6, 11.09E13, and 11.09E14 of the
Land Use Ordinance. Ordinance requires
a minimum side yard setback of 10 feet.
Proposed is 8.1 feet and 9.5 feet. Ordinance allows a maximum continuous wall
length of 25 feet. Proposed is + 35 feet.
Ordinance requires a one-car garage. Proposed is no garage.
Jamie Keim, 35 Azalea Trail. Applicant
is seeking approval to construct a front
porch addition contrary to Section 12.03D
of the Land Use Ordinance. Ordinance
requires a minimum front yard setback of
39.74 feet. Proposed is 37 feet 2 inches.
Jeffrey Rush, 801 Harding Street.
Applicant is seeking approval to construct
a second story and retain a patio in the
front yard contrary to Section 11.09E6,
11.09E13, and 13.02I1 of the Land Use
Ordinance. Ordinance requires a minimum
side yard setback of 10 feet. Proposed is
+7.8 feet. Ordinance allows a maximum
continuous wall length of 25 feet. Proposed is + 52 feet. Ordinance does not
allow a patio in the front yard. Proposed is
a patio in the front yard.
Variances, waivers or exceptions from
certain site plan details or relief from requirements may be sought as appropriate.
Plans and application are on file in the
office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday from
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Linda Jacus
Board Secretary
1 T - 11/29/18, The Leader Fee: $53.55
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Celebrate the Holiday Season
With NJ Festival Orchestra

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WE WISH YOU A MERRY CHRISTMAS...The Cranford Madrigal Singers
sing carols leading up to Santa’s arrival in the fire truck. Santa was there to light
the Christmas Tree and listen to children’s Chistmas wishes on Friday night
onNovember 23 at the Gazebo downtown.

POPCORN
Can You Ever Forgive Me?
A Friendship Grows in Manhattan
3 popcorns
One Popcorn, Poor — Two Popcorns, Fair — Three Popcorns, Good — Four Popcorns, Excellent

By Michael S. Goldberger
film critic

In my youth, zooming back and
forth from the phenomena of the late
1960s being celebrated in Greenwich
Village to the reliable glitz and sin of
42nd and Broadway, I occasionally
sought sanctuary and respite by ducking into what I deemed an anomaly:
The N.Y neighborhood bar. How could
such a place truly exist in a Gotham of
such great impersonal proportions?
There I sat, a one man, self-appointed
sociological research team, trying to
discern and compare any recognizable
sense of community to the neighborhood gin mills at college in Iowa and
home in New Jersey where I had thus
far dabbled in the realm of the nighthawk.
They were at once gauzy and mysterious despite all the familiar appurtenances necessary to the dispensing of
booze, advice, sympathy and the usual
amount of lore that the regulars surely
expected and acknowledged. Yet for all
the effort I put into analyzing said foreign waterholes, I never could quite put
my finger on it. Thus, in viewing Can
You Ever Forgive Me?, director
Marielle Heller’s film biography of bestselling author Lee Israel, the splendid
depiction of such a place came as a
welcome bit of cinematic nuance.
It is the perfect backdrop for drawing
a thumbnail sketch of Ms. Israel, the
briefly famous biographer of the great
Fanny Brice who, when her inkwell ran
dry, embarked on a rather untraditional
form of literary endeavor. Proficiently
portrayed by Melissa McCarthy in her
maiden voyage through the serious strait
of thespic pursuit, Israel is an unremitting curmudgeon, etched with no especially redeeming qualities. She is of the
curt clip school of sarcastic jab and
innuendo, a steady purveyor of the notion that she holds practically no one in
high regard…least of all herself. Engage her at risk of demeaning rebuff.
Now, while about 30 percent or so of
Americans who have of late made enmity, suspicion and the degrading of
democratic institutions their own national pastime, and who might very
well applaud Lee Israel’s generally bleak
outlook, the rest of us spot a humanitarian challenge. We become determined
to find, before closing credits roll, a
reason to root for the cheerless lass,
even if it’s in essence an optimistic wish
for humanity itself.After all, good movies tell us as much about ourselves as
they do about the story’s personae.
So, while I won’t tell you exactly
what shady activity Lee engages in for
fear it’ll rob the plot of its suspense
quotient, it behooves to note that it’s
Ms. McCarthy’s character sketch and
all that such a mindset implies about the
human condition that comprise the
philosophical crux of this movie. Truth
be told, such characterizations usually
have me wanting for simple answers
where they don’t exist. I petition to
know the genetic and environmental
circumstances that created such a personality. Was Lee dropped on her head,
emotionally or actually, when a baby?
But the artistic conceit at play here is
that such is for the ages to know, and for
us to tussle with, preferably as an aprèstheater activity with good friends in a
convivial eatery (try the meatloaf).
Plainly, it is my amateur psychologist
opinion that mental disorders large and
small, while given all sorts of encompassing names for the sake of order and
categorization, are actually like snowflakes, with no two souls inconveniently
afflicted in the saw way. Taking my
pretension yet a nervy step more, the
baffling indescribability of the aforementioned taverns might be a metaphor
for Lee’s self-imposed, quasi isolation.
But follow my folderol for just another second, if you will. Lee could just
as well drink at home, alone, George
Thorogood style (“Yeah, you know
when I drink alone I prefer to be by
myself”). Thus she leaves the door open

to perhaps engage her fellow Earthlings and be a part of the human comedy
she otherwise so acerbically decries.
It therefore follows that her veiled
gregariousness leads one night to the
reacquaintance in a tavern with Richard E. Grant’s nomination-worthy portrayal of Jack Hock, a Manhattan gadabout extraordinaire. Flaunting his homosexuality as an emphatic, in-yourface statement of his liberty, Jack has
been living by his wits and humorously
vaunted lack of talent for decades. Realizing their very own, two against the
world synergy, they become partners
in, well, you’ll see.
But again, those workings, while providing for a tumbrel full of ethical contemplations, are otherwise a frame upon
which to hang a mini monograph that
might have less reserved sorts singing
Streisand’s “People” (“who need
people”). Of course, neither Lee nor the
inscrutable saloons she inhabited will
say it outright. But Can You Ever Forgive Me?’s character-driven delve in a
venue where we stereotypically think
human interaction hardly flourishes,
unapologetically crafts a divergently
compelling treatise on friendship.
….
Can You Ever Forgive Me?, rated R,
is a Fox Searchlight Pictures release
directed by Marielle Heller and stars
Melissa McCarthy, Richard E. Grant
and Dolly Wells. Running time: 108
minutes.

Westfield’s First
Gingerbread House
Decorating Contest
WESTFIELD – The town is presenting the first-ever, town-wide Gingerbread House Decorating Contest. Residents are invited to conjure creativity,
imagination and whimsy this holiday
season to create a gingerbread house,
village or iconic Westfield building.
Those who wish to register must do so
by Tuesday, December 11, by visiting
www.westfieldnj.gov/gingerbread.
Completed projects should not be
larger than 2 feet x 2 feet, should be
presented on a cake board or a wooden
board and must be dropped off to Savory Spice during normal business hours
between December 13 and 17. Please
include an index card attached to the
project with your name, email address,
phone number, address, and category.
Judging will be People’s Choice, and
winners will be announced on New
Year’s Day 2019 in the following categories: Grand Prize, Kids Only Effort
(14 years old and younger), Family
Effort, and Iconic Westfield Building.

WESTFIELD -- From traditional will also be performed on Sunday afto pops, choral favorites, renowned ternoon, December 16, at 4 p.m. at St
tenor fare, and dancing by guests from Peters Church in Morristown. Ticket
Dance Theater of Harlem, the winter prices range from $30 to $76 for adults
season of New Jersey Festival Or- and there is a special discount price of
chestra concerts will fill the entire only $15 for students K-12.
family with warmth and cheer.
Tickets are also available for New
On Saturday, December 15, at 7 Jersey Festival Orchestra’s New
p.m., New Jersey
Year’s Eve musiFestival Orchestra
cal celebration,
kicks off the holione of New
day season in
Jersey’s much anWestfield with a
ticipated and most
bang and plenty of
popular
New
bling with Return
Year’s Eve events.
of the Holiday
This year’s perTenors, a family
formance, Singing
festival of tradiand Dancing with
tional and contemthe Stars!, promises
porary songs and
a superb revue of
music, sing-alongs
American musical
and more.
theater classics from
The concert
stage and screen feafeatures Metroturing renowned
politan Opera’s
guest vocalists diaward-winning
rect from the BroadJohn Easterlin
tenor
John
way stage and beEasterlin, and inyond.
ternationally acclaimed friends
This year the celebration takes on a
Nelson Ebo and Brian Chaney to cel- superb new dimension as the Broadebrate and captivate with a dazzling way vocalists are joined by Dance Theselection of renowned tenor classics. atre of Harlem’s Da'von Doane and
Traditional carols, signature versions friends to recreate the song and dance
of familiar fare and a host of winter- magic of MGM musicals and more.
time curiosities are also sure to de“Our exciting collaboration with
light.
dancers from Dance Theatre of
“We are thrilled to welcome The Harlem means we have shaken up the
Three Holiday Tenors – each more program quite a bit this year,” contintalented than the next - to help us ued Maestro Wroe. “Talk about changwelcome in the Holiday season,” said ing it up!”
Maestro David Wroe. “We believe
Tickets range in price from $42 to
there is something for everyone in this $70. A special discount price of $15 is
performance. Our concert is a vessel available for children under 18, makfor children, parents, grandparents and ing this event (which starts at 7 p.m.
friends -- indeed the entire community and ends at 9 p.m.) a perfect way for
-- to come together through music at the entire family to welcome in the
this unique time of the year.”
New Year together. Patrons are adThis seasonal stroll of timeless vised to purchase tickets well in adclassics and sentimental favorites is vance as this concert has been a sell
sure to bring joy, smiles, and distinc- out for the past five years.
tive holiday memories to one and all.
Tickets for both concerts are availThe celebration has been made pos- able
online
at
sible in part by a Union County Heart www.njfestivalorchestra.org. Tickets
(History, Education and Arts Reach- may also be purchased by calling (908)
ing Thousands) grant, and support 232-9400 or by visiting the office at
from The Westfield Foundation.
224 E. Broad Street, Westfield (10
The concert takes place on Satur- a.m. to 3 p.m.). Patrons are advised to
day, December 15, at 7 p.m. at The purchase tickets online to avoid all
Presbyterian Church in Westfield. It ticketing and handling fees.

Orchestra of St Peter by the
Sea Brings Holiday Cheer
RAWHAY -- On Saturday, December 1, at 8 p.m., the Orchestra of St.
Peter by the Sea, led by accomplished
conductor, Father Alphonse
Stephenson, will be bringing holiday
spirit and cheer to the Union County
Performing Arts Center. This performance will be early on in the Orchestra’s
December tour of New Jersey, and it
has become a yearly must-see show for
dedicated fans at the center.
The orchestra consists of a strings
section, a brass section, a woodwind
section, and a percussion section .
When counted altogether, the 48 musicians, who are all members of the
American Federation of Musicians,
have attended 177 universities and
colleges. They’ve studied for 750
years collectively, and have performed
in 57,000 recitals and concerts.
Their experience and hard work
comes across in exceptional, stunning
performances. Father Alphonse
Stephenson has conducted over 3,000
performances of A Chorus Line on
Broadway, received a Doctorate of
Music from Monmouth University, and
acted as a guest conductor or such big
names as the Metro Lyric Opera, Key
West Pops Orchestra, The Greater
Palm Beach Symphony Orchestra, the
Fresno Philharmonic, and the Delaware Valley Philharmonic. He was
taught by Dr. Robert Abramson of the

Julliard School and George Schick of
the Metropolitan Opera, and his conducting debut was with another Metropolitan Opera member: bass soloist
Paul Plishka. In 1975 Father Alphonse
was ordained a Catholic priest for the
Diocese of Paterson, and his first orchestra was formed while he was serving at St. Malachy&#39;s, the
Actor&#39;s Chapel, in New York’s
Theater District. His other accomplishments include serving as an Air National Guard Assistant to the Air Force
Chief of Chaplains at the Pentagon
and as Chaplain, Brigadier General,
and Director of the Joint Chaplaincy
Staff at the National Guard Bureau.
The cause behind the Orchestra of St.
Peter is the Cecelia Foundation, and it
was founded by Father Alphonse himself in1987. The Cecelia Foundation is
a not-for-profit 501(c)3 charitable organization that brings the Orchestra to
Catholic schools within the tri-state area
and gifts scholarships and professionalquality instruments to talented,
hardworking students pursuing music.
Tickets for the Orchestra of St. Peter
by the Sea are $27 and can be purchased online at ucpac.org, over the
phone by calling (732) 499-8226, or by
stopping by the box office in person.
The Union County Performing Arts
Center is located in downtown Rahway
at 1601 Irving Street.

Photo Courtesy of Lois Greenfield

THE BELOVED NUTCRACKER...American Repertory Ballet’s acclaimed production of Nutcracker returns to Union County Performing Arts Center for two
performances on Friday, November 30, at 7:30 p.m., and a sensory-friendly
performance on Sunday, December 2, at 1 p.m. featuring six Rahway children.

American Repertory Ballet’s
Nutcracker This Weekend
RAHWAY — American Repertory
Ballet’s acclaimed production of Nutcracker returns to Union County Performing Arts Center (UCPAC) for two
performances on Friday, November
30, at 7:30 p.m., and a sensory-friendly
performance on Sunday, December 2,
at 1 p.m.
The sensory-friendly performance
is made possible by the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders.
The production will feature six
Rahway children who will appear in
the role of the mice. The mice take part
in the famous battle scene in the ballet,
where the main character, Clara,
dreams that tiny mice in her living
room grow giant and take on the army
of toy soldiers and the Nutcracker
prince.
The six children that were selected
to perform as this year’s Nutcracker
Community Mice areAdrian Martinez,
Alana Pilar Rangel, Alissia Jeanette
Rangel,Aniyalee Torres,Ariana Jabbes
and Michaela Wheatley.
American Repertory Ballet (ARB)
brings the beloved classical Nutcracker

to the stage with Tchaikovsky’s magnificent score, stunning sets, thrilling
choreography, and a cast of more than
100 performers. A holiday tradition
for more than 50 years, ARB’s is one
of the longest continuously running
Nutcracker productions in the nation.
Directed by Artistic Director Douglas
Martin, ARB’s professional company
will be joined by students from
Princeton Ballet School to tell the
story of a young girl named Clara and
how a mysterious gift from her Uncle
Drosselmeyer brings about enchanted
dreams and fantastical scenes.
“ARB’s Nutcracker is a timeless
family tradition and a wonderful way
to celebrate the magic of the holiday
season,” said Executive Director Julie
Diana Hench. “It’s a great way to
introduce people of all ages to professional ballet, and a treat for our dancers, as they know that it brings such joy
to audiences year after year.”
For tickets, visit ucpac.org or call
(732) 499-8226.
UCPAC is located at 1601 Irving
Street in Rahway.

Opera at Florham Presents
‘Celebrating the Holidays’
MADISON – Tenor Patrick D.
Robertson and sopranos Mia Pafumi, a
Westfield High School alumna, and
Stefanie Greene will present an afternoon of holiday music joined by
Fairleigh Dickinson’s talented Stars of
Tomorrow in Opera at Florham’s “Celebrating the Holidays” on Sunday, December 2, at 2 p.m. The event will be
held in Lenfell Hall, The Mansion, at
Fairleigh Dickinson University, 285
Madison Avenue, Madison.
The artists perform a duet from La
Bohème, carols, a song for Chanukah,
anAfrican-American spiritual, and tunes
from the American Songbook. The finale is a full company rendition of O
Holy Night. Student Cantor Stefanie
Greene will sing a Hebrew prayer in

memory of those who lost their lives in
the shooting at the synagogue in Pittsburgh. Musical accompaniment will be
provided by Mary Pinto with introduction by Mariana Karpatova.
Tickets are $30 for adults, $25 for
seniors, $10 for students (under 22)
with a valid ID and $20 per person for
groups of 10 or more. Admission is free
to FDU students (under 22) and children under 12 years of age accompanied by an adult. Lenfell Hall is handicap accessible and a free shuttle service
to and from The Mansion to the parking
lot is available.
Tickets can be purchased online at
www.OperaatFlorham.org or at the door
on the day of the event. For more information, please call (973) 443-8620.

WESTFIELD MEMORIAL LIBRARY EVENTS
DECEMBER 2018
550 East Broad Street, Westfield 908.789.4090 www.wmlnj.org
Hours: Mon-Thurs 9:30 am-9:00 pm Fri & Sat 9:30 am-5:00 pm Sun 1-5:00 pm

Closed December 24 and 25 for Christmas
Closing at 3:00 pm on December 31 and closed January 1 for New Year

PROGRAMS FOR ADULTS SEE WEBSITE FOR SIGN UP INFO
12/1
2:00 pm
Music from China by duo Wang Guowei and Sun Li
12/4

2:00 pm

Winter Star Workshop-Adult Craft by Joy Lara

12/5

7:00 pm

The Beatles! The Beginnings by John Groom

12/6 & 13

7:00 pm

Fundamentals of Yoga-Lorraine Harwelik

12/7

1:30 pm

TGIF! A Year in Space, Beyond a Year (video)

12/10

2 & 6:30 pm

Foreign Film: TBA

12/14

1:30 pm

TGIF! Live Music! Spirit of the Season

12/17

7:00 pm

Music of Harry Warren by vocalist Diane Cypkin

12/19

7:00 pm

Christmas Traditions by Kevin Woyce

PROGRAMS FOR KIDS AND TEENS-SEE WEBSITE FOR SIGN UP INFO

Sweet
Sixteen
Have your Sweet 16 Party at The James Ward Mansion!
THE JAMES WARD MANSION
8JUIPOFFWFOUBUBUJNFBOEPOFFWFOUBEBZ 
“Make Our Mansion Your Mansion”JTBOPČFSZPVDBOOPUSFGVTF

ćF+BNFT8BSE.BOTJPOt&BTU#SPBE4USFFUt8FTUĕFME /+tt

www.jameswardmansion.com

12/1

10:00 am

Paws to Read-New readers read to WML dogs

12/1

10:00 am

Drop-in Chess Club-no age requirementplayers must know how to move pieces

12/3

10:00 am

Yoga Storytime (2-5 years with caregiver)

12/4, 11, 18

10:30 am

It’s Movie Time! (2-5 years with caregiver)

12/5

10:30 am

Zumba Fun (2-5 years with caregiver)

12/6, 13, 20

10:00 am

Move ‘n Groove (2-5 years w-caregiver)

12/7, 14, 21

10:00 am

Baby Playgroup (0-23 months w-caregiver)

12/8

10:30 am

City Winds Trio-The Nutcracker (3-10 yrs)

6:30 pm

Evening LEGO Club (5+years)
Caregivers remain in the Library

ATTENTION LOCAL BUSINESS OWNERS: Did You Know You Can
Insert Your Pre-Printed Advertisement into the Leader/Times?
• Mailed to subscribers with the printed newspaper • Provided to stores • Attached to the online edition each Thursday
Ideal for Targeting Your Audience! Go to goleader.com/presskit/insert for more information.
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The Musical Club of Westfield
Performers are ‘Rare Find’
Begin Your Family Holiday Fun with
Seussical at CDC Theatre December 7-16

HORTON HEARS A WHO...Favorite stories of Dr. Suess come alive on the stage in the Cranford Dramatic Club (CDC)
offering of Seussical. The show will run Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays from December 7 through December 16.

CRANFORD — CDC Theatre in
Cranford is offering a great way to
jump into a fun holiday season!
Seussical is a fantastical and magical
musical adventure that is fun for the
whole family! The show follows many
favorite Dr. Seuss characters, including Horton the Elephant, The Cat in
the Hat, Gertrude McFuzz, and a little
boy with a big imagination – Jojo, in
the musical retelling of their respective Dr. Suess fables. The colorful
characters transport the audience from
the Jungle of Nool to the tiny but
effervescent world of the Whos.
The Cat in the Hat (Lyle Dungee)
narrates the story of Horton (Zach
Love), an elephant who discovers a
speck of dust inhabited by the Whos,
including Jojo (Garrett Hanlon), a
Who child sent off to military school
for thinking too many “thinks”, and
his very concerned parents Mr. Mayor
(Justin Luckenbaugh) and Mrs. Mayor
(Nicole Scavone). Horton faces a
double challenge: not only must he
protect the Whos from a world of
naysayers and dangers, but he must
guard an abandoned egg, left in his
care by the free-spirited Mayzie La
Bird (Krystina Matos). Although
Horton faces ridicule, danger, kidnapping and a trial, the intrepid

Gertrude McFuzz (Jenna Ravenda)
never loses faith in him, and through
the power of friendship, loyalty, courage, family and community these two
unique worlds emerge triumphant
from their trials and tribulations.
Director Zach Mazouat explained,
“Just like its source material, at a first
glance, Seussical appears to be a lighthearted children’s musical, but at the
heart of each of the show’s many
storylines is a meaningful lesson about
friendship, courage, self-acceptance and
the power of the singular voice. It’s a
show that both children and adults will
enjoy. A true testament to the enduring
power of Dr. Suess and his fables.”
Also at the helm of this production,
are Music Director Tracy Witko, Choreographer Melanie Della Peruti,
Stage Manager Dana Dispoto, and
Producer Anita Esteve.
Rounding out the very talented cast
are Rachel Valovcin, Elle Michaeli,
Brian Butterfield, Jaimie Woodruff,
Melanie Cella, Alison Giles, Michele
Greenspan, Jonathan Sykes, Ryan
Sautner, Tyler Sautner, Aaron Shinn,
Alexandra Banncroft, Edgar Hidalgo,
Sean Kelly, Olivia Kelly, Mark Zebro,
Joseph Michaeli, Bridget Webb, Lorelle
Lane, Marisa Piccininni, Billy Mehr,
Hannah Martin, Joann Riley, Danielle

Mastropiero, Nicole D’Angelo and
Geovanna Ayala (as Cindy Lou Who).
The show will run Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays from December 7
through December 16. Additional information and tickets can be found by
visiting cdctheatre.org. Shop online
for best price and selection.

By CAROLINE McNAMARA
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — On Wednesday
November 14, The Musical Club of
Westfield held their Thanksgiving
Concert at 7:30 p.m. at The First
Baptist Church of Westfield.
Being that it was a free event, one
could easily underestimate the talent
to be expected. It was a rare find as the
music was beautiful, and the skill and
talent of the performers was evident.
The first piece was Wildflowers
(2011) by Eric Ewazen (b.1954). It was
performed by Jenny Cline (flute and
piccolo), Kevin Dayton (clarinet) and
Helen Rybe (piano). This trio was a
beautiful medley of a flute and clarinet
with piano accompaniment. This piece
featured three movements: I. Dense
Blazing Star, II. Missouri Primrose and
III. Mexican Hat. The first movement
was light, like a wind on high or a kite
soaring on a windy day. When the flute
went high, the clarinet went low, while
the piano swelled. The instruments
didn’t play, they sang. This piece had
powerful piano transitions, the high
vaulted ceiling of the church helped
amplify the sound. The second movement was more clarinet heavy than the
first, which favored the flute. It had
more climbs and swells, it evoked more
emotions from all three instruments. It
was a beautiful and sad movement.
Multiple audience members began crying in the face of its beauty and emotive
melody. It was beautiful to experience.
The third movement was very uplifting. It was fast, at a running pace, a skip,

Chansonettes of Westfield
Embark on Holiday Tour
WESTFIELD -- The Chansonettes
of Westfield are ready to begin their
2018 holiday concert tour. Their new
winter concert "Do You Hear What I
Hear?" is scheduled to make stops
beginning Wednesday, December 5,
at Spring Meadows in Summit, followed by Cranford Senior Housing
on Thursday, December 6, Winchester Gardens in Maplewood on Monday, December 10, and wrapping up
at Arbor Terrace in Mountainside on
Wednesday, December 12.
The all female chorus will perform
favorites old and new including, a
"Joy To the World" medley, "Celebrating Hanukah", "Goin' on a
Sleighride" and "Let's Hear it For

Joyce Taylor, Sales Associate
President’s Circle 2017

Cell: 908Ͳ313Ͳ1542
Direct: 908Ͳ233Ͳ6417
joyce.taylor@cbmoves.com
NCJAR Circle of Excellence Award 1977Ͳ2017

bäxÜ GC çxtÜá Éy xåvxÑà|ÉÇtÄ áxÜä|vx tÇw ÜxtÄ xáàtàx xåÑxÜ|xÇvxA
2 Eastgate Square, Wesƞield
Great Value!!
Oīered at: $698,500

Welcome to this spacious endͲunit townhouse in the desirable Eastgate Square
Community! ExcepƟonal storage space, comparable to most homes. Living room
opens to a formal dining room; the perfect Ňoorplan for entertaining. An eatͲin
kitchen shares an open Ňoorplan with the family room, complete with Įreplace. The
large master bedroom is located on the second Ňoor and boasts a siƫng room, en
suite and large walkͲinͲcloset. A laundry room and two more bedrooms complete
the second Ňoor, both with walkͲinͲclosets. Private back yard with paƟo adds to the
charm of this home as does the side yard. AƩached 2 car garage.

Westfield West Office | 600 North Avenue W, Westfield, NJ 07090 | 908-233-0065
All information deemed reliable but not guaranteed. Subject to errors and omissions.
©2018 Coldwell Banker® Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker® Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT
LLC. If your property is listed with a real estate broker, please disregard. It is not our intention to solicit the offerings of other real estate brokers.

Mrs. Claus."
The Chansonettes, in existence for
70 years, performs a holiday concert
series every December and a spring
concert series each May.
The women rehearse once a week
on Wednesday nights at the Presbyterian Church on Mountain Avenue in
Westfield, under the direction of Jean
Schork and accompanied by Mel
Freda. The group is happy to welcome new voices: 1st Soprano, 2nd
Soprano and Alto.
For more information regarding
joining the group or booking a future
concert, please call co-vice-president
of the group, Amy Herrington, at (908)
578-3588.

THE GIFT OF MUSIC...Beverly Shea and Doug Hardin perform November 14
at the Musical Club of WestfieldThanksgiving Concert at The First Baptist
Church of Westfield.

hop and jump to the finish. This movement had a bounce to it that others did
not. It also highlighted the piano more
so than the other movements.
The second portion of the concert
included two pieces: Cello Concerto
in B minor, Op. 104, B.191 II. Adagio, ma non troppo by Antonin
Dvoøák (1841-1904) and Carnival
of the Animals XIII. “Le cygne” (The
Swan) by Camille Saint-Saëns. They
were performed by Doug Hardin
(cello) and Beverly Shea (piano). The
first piece was an Adagio, which
means slowly in Italian. It was a slow
dialogue between the cello and piano. Mr. Hardin said he was playing
in the honor of two friends who had
passed away and it was evident. His
performance was very passionate and
emotive. The second piece, Le cygne,
is the traditional Swan Song that inspired many of its kind, including
Tchaikovsky’s famed Swan Lake. Mr.
Hardin played this piece from
memory. It is such a famous song,
from hearing its opening notes, that
opening tumble of music, one can’t
help, but sigh. It makes us thankful
that Saint-Saëns’ friends convinced
him to publish it before he passed
away. It’s such a beautiful piece for
cello and piano.

The third and final piece of the event
was Piano Sonata in A minor, D 537 by
Franz Schubert (1797-1828). It was
performed by Helen Ryba (piano). “I’m
sure it’ll need no introduction,” Ms.
Ryba said in introduction, “but Schubert
wrote his Sonata when he was 20.”
There were three movements: I. Allegro ma non troppo, II. Allegretto quasi
andantino and III. Allegro vivace. Allegro means quickly, it’s a brisk tempo.
Throughout all three movements, Ms.
Ryba commanded the piano. The piece
is at a constant speed, gaining and slowing as if it were spoken by a public
speaker who catches themselves speeding up. It’s a speech of persuasion,
trying to convince the audience that it’s
great, which it is.
The group will be hosting future
free performances, all on Wednesdays: December 12, at 1:30 p.m. is
the Holiday Program; February 13, at
1:30 p.m. (snow date February 20);
March 13, at 7:30 p.m. is the Spring
Harbringer; April 3 at 7:30 p.m. is the
Ensemble Concert of the Jr. Musical
Club; April 10, at 1:30 p.m. is Musical Showers; May 8, at 7:30 p.m. is
Music Week; May 29, at 11 a.m. is the
2019 Luncheon, and June 12, at 7:30
p.m. is the Graduation Recital of the
Jr. Musical Club.
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SHAPIRO TO ROONEY FOR TWO TDS; NORRIS TD, SMITH TD; FREER 2 FUMBLE RECOVERIES

Blue Devils Blank Cardinals on Thanksgiving Grid Day, 27-0
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Wise people decided to remain
in the comfort of their homes but
a number of hearty souls weathered the coldest Thanksgiving
Day football game in 117 years
to witness the 114th rivalry showdown between the Westfield High
School football team and the
Plainfield Cardinals at Hub Stine
Field in Plainfield on November
22. Despite the chill, the Blue
Devils still had some aerial fire
power, while the Cardinals had

Ballyhoo

some icing on their wings and
remained grounded in a 27-0
Westfield triumph.
Since the rivalry began in 1900
(not on Thanksgiving Day), the
Blue Devils now hold a 62-45-7
edge on the Cardinals. Since the
year 2000, the Blue Devils have
won 15 and the Cardinals have
won four.
Junior quarterback Hank
Shapiro completed 10 of 11
passes for 164 yards including
four touchdowns. His favorite
receiver on this day was junior
See & Subscribe at
goleader.com/ballyhoo

Submit commentary and items for publishing.
Email to ballyhoo@goleader.com

Griffin Rooney, who had five receptions for 140 yards, including
two grabs that led to touchdowns
of 47 yards and 32 yards. Cocaptain Emmett Smith had a 12yard touchdown catch and a twoyard reception. Senior tight end
Tommy Norris (2 receptions, 7
yards) had a four-yard touchdown grab. Junior John Czarnecki
had a three-yard reception. Junior running back Nick Martini carried 15 times for 74 yards.
Cardinal quarterback Jamir
Esaw passed only twice in the
first half and one was intercepted
by Rooney once. He tried seven
more times in the second half
and completed just one for minus two yards. The 2-9 Cardi-

l'ennemi du journaliste

nals’ ground game was not much
better as they kept spinning their
wheels on the frozen natural turf
to go with being stopped in their
tracks by an aggressive Blue Devil
defense led by junior Colin Freer,
who recovered a fumble in the
first quarter and added another

Support Local Journalism

goleader.com/subscribe

fumble recovery on an onside
kick at the start of the second
half to go with a throw for a loss
and a 12-yard sack.
“It was a cold game out here. I
was just trying to make the best
out of it and trying to have fun
with my team. It’s the last game
for the seniors. We wanted to
have fun out here and we did,”
Freer said.
In addition to co-captain Noah
Levy, linebackers Dan Shakal and
Reid Colwell, and linemen
Jonathan Heard, Matt O’Conner
and Henry Meiselman, defensive
backs co-captains Jordan
Simpson and Smith plugged the
lanes to prevent any big gains. In
fact, the Cardinals’ biggest gain
came on a 12-yard forward
fumble.
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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Blue Devils Blank Plainfield Cardinals on Thanksgiving Day Football Classic, 27-0
“This was really fun. I am out
here with my Bro’s and we were
just having a blast playing football,” expressed Simpson
“It was cold but this was our
last game, so we wanted to take
it in and make the best of it. It’s
a bittersweet feeling. It’s fun to
win but it’s our last game,” Levy
said
Establishing a running game on
the rock solid turf did not go well
for either team in the first quarter then on the next to last play
of the quarter, Freer pounced on
a Cardinal fumble at the Plainfield
36. After a few running plays,
Shapiro went to the air and connected with Rooney for 10 yards.
Martini added an eight-yard run
then Shapiro tossed a 12-yard
touchdown strike to Smith with
8:45 left in the second quarter.
Mack Prybylski spilt the uprights
for the first of his three points
after.
Plainfield’s next possession

went backwards and a punt gave
Westfield possession at the Cardinal 37. After a 10-yard penalty, Shapiro hit Rooney on the
right side, where he broke toward the center and sprinted to
the end zone to complete the 47yard touchdown with 5:14 left in
the half. The point after attempt
failed.
Freer’s fumble recovery of the
onside kick at the start of the
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third quarter put the Blue Devils
back in business again. Martini
broke lose with a 29-yard run
then a five-yard Cardinal penalty
put the ball on the seven. Three
plays later with the ball on the
four, Shapiro rolled to the right
and the Cardinal defense followed. Except Norris, who drifted
all alone into the end zone.
Shapiro looked back and popped
him the ball for the touchdown.
“I ran a comeback. Went right
rolling out with Hank. It was a
play designed for me to roll away
from the flow. Hank’s supposed
to roll out right, I go left. Hank
just looked back and I was wide
open. I was just waiting for it to
come. I knew it was going to be
there. It worked out,” Norris described.
Westfield’s longest scoring drive
of the game came next. With the
ball on the 29 it took six plays to
cover the 71 yards. On a thirdand-nine, Rooney grabbed

Shapiro’s pass and dashed 44
yards to the Plainfield 29. After a
penalty and two-yard reception
by Smith, it was the Shapiro-toRooney connection that resulted
in a 32-yard score with 3:33 left
in the third quarter.
On his touchdowns, Rooney explained, “We practice so much on
that play. It’s a waggle. It’s a play
we love to do. All I had to do was
just read my signs and make the
play. That’s all coaching. We kept
setting up the backside post and
it was just wide open. Hank threw
a good ball and all I had to do was
catch it and run wide open.”
The Blue Devil reserves took
over in the fourth quarter and
prevented the Cardinals from
scoring.
Westfield finished its season
with a 4-7 record but its strength
of schedule was deep. And the
majority of the team will return
next year.
“I think they can go far next

year. They have a lot of skill and
if they work hard, I think they
can go far,” Simpson said.
“I like this freshman class who
are going to be sophomores next
year. They are a talented class.
When we put the stuff together,
I think we are going to be a
dangerous team next year. This
is one game that’s going to start
a streak next year,” said Freer,
who added, “Bigger, stronger,
more experienced. We are going
to be used to it next year.”
“It’s great to go out with a win
with the last game of my season.
Next year they are going to have
a good squad. These are my
brothers, they are my family. I
am going to be their biggest
fan,” Smith expressed.
Westfield
Plainfield

0 13 14
0 0 0

0
0

27
0
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Blue Devils Blank Plainfield Cardinals on Thanksgiving Day Football Classic, 27-0
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Blue Devils Blank Plainfield Cardinals on Thanksgiving Day Football Classic, 27-0
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Blue Devils Blank Plainfield Cardinals on Thanksgiving Day Football Classic, 27-0
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Blue Devils Blank Cardinals on Thanksgiving Grid Day, 27-0 – photos by Marlene Iacoponi
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Blue Devils Blank Cardinals on Thanksgiving Grid Day, 27-0 – photos by Marlene Iacoponi
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Blue Devils Blank Cardinals on Thanksgiving Grid Day, 27-0 – photos by Marlene Iacoponi
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Cranford Files DJ Action
To Negotiate Affordable Housing
By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – In an attempt to
negotiate the township obligation for affordable housing with
the Fair Share Housing Center
(FSHC), on November 20, the
township’s affordable-housing
attorney, Jeffrey Surenian and
Associates, filed a declaratory
judgment (DJ) action on behalf
of the township. The township is
seeking to extend immunity from
builder’s remedy lawsuits past
December 31, 2018, the date
the courts had set for the township to satisfy its affordable housing, so that it may enter into a
settlement with FSHC. Surenian
has requested to hear the request at the Union County Courthouse on Friday, December 7.
Once settled, the township
would have immunity from a
builder’s remedy lawsuit through
July 1, 2025.
The affordable-housing obligations for Round 3 shows the township is seeking 147 affordable
units, while the Fair Share Housing Center is arguing that the
township needs to provide 994,
while the Mercer County decision
yields 440 affordable units. The
township will seek a Vacant Land
Adjustment to the Mercer County
decision, the complaint reads.
In the record, which can be
seen at www.cranfordnj.org, the
township has outlaid how it would
propose to satisfy its prior round
and third round affordable housing obligations. The township’s
planner, Harbor Consultants, has
proposed to create an overlay
zone along the North Avenue and
South Avenue corridors, a redevelopment zone along portions
of North Avenue East, Springfield Avenue and North Union
Avenue, as well as designating

group homes, setting aside affordable units in upcoming residential properties planned and
the current planning board application for 750 Walnut Avenue
where owner Hartz Mountain Industries LLC is seeking to rezone
to make way for 905 apartments.
The township has an 85-unit
rehabilitation obligation, the
records reads, and the township
attests in the record that in over
a year it has not received applications from eligible applicants,
but will continue to advertise the
program.
Bonus credits for apartment
complexes Riverfront Station and
Woodmont along South Avenue
and the SERV group home are
included. “The township will
shuffle and redistribute the affordable units in order to capitalize on up to 37 eligible bonus

credits based on the prior round
obligation of 148,” the record
states. The record asserts this
move “satisfies its 37-unit rental
obligation.”
COAH’s (Council on Affordable
Housing) Round 2 regulations
permit up to a total of 25 percent
of the new construction obligation to be satisfied with agerestricted housing, the record
states. “Therefore, the township
is eligible for 25 percent of 148,
or 37 age-restricted housing
units, to be towards the prior
round. The township is applying
37 age-restricted units from the
constructed and occupied Lincoln Apartments project to the
prior round, completing the maximum allowed age-restricted
units,” the record states.
Jesse Winter for The Westfield Leader
The planned developments in- PANCREATIC CANCER AWARENESS...Dr. Lee
Cohen, pictured left, with
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
his wife, Teresa, and daughter, Elizabeth, is presented with a proclamation
Tuesday by the Cranford Township Committee to proclaim November 2018 as
Pancreatic Cancer Awareness Month.

Cranford Discusses
Legalized Marijuana
By JESSE WINTER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — During the township committee workshop meeting Monday night, the committee discussed the prospect of
legalized marijuana in New Jersey, and the potential impact of
retail marijuana in Cranford.
“It’s a topic that deserves a
public forum,” Commissioner
Mary O’Connor said. “I don’t think
it’s a decision that the five people
Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader here [the committee] can make.”
RUNNING FOR COLIN... Runners complete the 5K course for Friday’s
After discussing the prospect
Friends of Colin Turkey Trot in Unami Park in Cranford. The event is dedicated of legal marijuana with other loto Colin Maher and raises funds for the fight against Ewing’s sarcoma. Colin cal government officials, includpassed away of the pediatric bone cancer at the age of 16.
ing different mayors throughout

New Jersey, Commissioner
O’Connor said she believes the
issue is best addressed through
a community committee or panel
comprised of representatives of
different groups throughout
Cranford.
Ms. O’Connor recommended
members of the community, including the board of education,
the Cranford Clergy Council and
the Cranford Municipal Alliance
Committee, along with residents,
form the panel.
She also emphasized the importance of approaching the issue objectively.
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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CF Files DJ Action to Negotiate Affordable Housing
clude 310 Centennial Avenue, a
project bringing in 41.67 units/
acre, with an Realistic Development Potential (RDP) of four
units set aside. However, the
owner had filed a lawsuit saying
its Cranford zoning board approval did not stipulate an affordable-housing component
and so the township settled out
of court where the owner is to
provide two affordable units; 750
Walnut Avenue, at 10 units per
acre, with 41 affordable units
set aside; 109 Walnut Avenue,
at 50 units per acre, with five
affordable units set-aside; 24
South Avenue West, which has
been put on the market for sale,
at 20 units per acre, with three
affordable units set aside; five
existing sites that are group
homes or special needs homes
that total 19 bedrooms; plus,
the proposed North Avenue redevelopment area that includes
the municipal parking lot on
North Union Avenue and Springfield Avenue, and properties
along the northerly section of
North Avenue between Springfield Avenue up to 27 North Avenue East, a township-owned
property. Private properties
there include the Cranford Pet
Vet, the gas station on the corner of Springfield Avenue and
North Avenue, and Tuck Sing
Continental properties at 39-43
North Avenue East. The plan
allocates 30 units per acre, with
eight affordable units set aside.
“It is the township’s intention
to use the redevelopment process to coordinate a public/private partnership that will result
in a mixed-use inclusionary

Probitas Verus Honos

project, which includes a municipal parking component, addresses downtown flooding concerns and is designed at a scale
and density that is consistent
with Cranford’s continued efforts
to revitalize its downtown,” the
record states.
Furthermore, “Due to the diverse ownership of the parcels
within the proposed redevelopment area, in the event that the
township is unable to implement
the preferred mixed-use
inclusionary redevelopment
project, the township is committed to utilizing its own properties within the proposed North
Avenue redevelopment area to
construct a 100 percent affordable project in order to satisfy
the RDP generated by the area,”
the record states.
The township is basing its affordable housing set aside of 41
affordable units for 750 Walnut
Avenue on the removal of 10
acres from 30.5 acre site to be
used by PSE&G, which stated
earlier this year desires to purchase 10 to 12 of the 30.5 acres
at 750 Walnut Avenue to place
an electric station necessary to
address aging electric infrastructure in the vicinity to ensure
continued reliable service for all
residents. The township also
states in the record that should
Hartz fail to negotiate with
PSE&G than the township has
“the power to condemn to protect the interests of the citizens
in the PSE&G service area.”
In addition to the above, the
township notes that it is being
asked to accept an additional
RDP of 20 units to make up for
the shortfall generated by the
Birchwood site being developed
at a lower density. The addition
of these 20 units increases the

New Jersey

township’s RDP to 105 units.
The Court has scheduled oral
argument for this Friday, November 30, on the issues associated with rental bonuses at
which time the Court will make a
determination of whether the
township must increase the RDP
by 20.
Harbor Consultants has also
proposed a North and South Avenue overlay zone to provide an
additional 1,439 total units that
would include a 20 percent affordable housing component,
equating to 287 affordable housing units.
Resident Rita LaBrutto said in
response to the overlay zone
proposed, “I do believe that the
overlay zones where they abut
residential property should be
relooked at.” She is not in favor
of the idea of apartment complexes being erecting in the backyards of single-family homes.
Ms. La Brutto also said that
310 Centennial is “a 20-unit risk
to the school system.” She said
the township’s settlement on two
affordable units is under the 15
percent per the township ordinance with a high-density project
and that the township also lost
the bonus credit of a two-family
house it could have received
with a project of that density.
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Cranford Discusses Marijuana
“You need people familiar with
the law enforcement end, the
first responders’ end, with not
just anecdotal things to say, but
who can back up their findings
with facts,” she said. “My recommendation is we go forward with
the panel and look at it through
the prism of Cranford and what’s
going to work for us.”
Ms. O’Connor set an end of
January date as a proposed time
frame. However, Deputy Mayor
Ann Dooley disagreed with the
committee approach.
“I think it’s a planning board
review,” Ms. Dooley said, stating
that all the topics discussed by a
committee would be better served
using the same “categories of
people,” but through Cranford’s
public access channel 35.
Ms. Dooley went on to express
additional reservations regarding the proposed committee, citing a committee’s tendency to
become overly politicized.
She believes using the planning board as a way to approach
the issue of retail marijuana
would offer “different views,”
while agreeing with Ms. O’Connor
that retail marijuana belongs in a
public forum, and one that would
benefit from the expertise from
impacted community members.
During the public comment portion of the meeting, Cranford
resident Barbara Krause urged
Cranford officials not to wait for
New Jersey’s final verdict on legalizing marijuana, but advocated following suit with other
municipalities and rejecting retail marijuana. “They didn’t wait
to see what the state did; why
should we? Marijuana does not
have a redeeming value; it’s not
worth the negatives.”
Also on the agenda was the
Cranford Police Department’s po-

tential adoption of body-worn
cameras. An initiative from Acting Union County Prosecutor
Michael Monahan calls for outfitting the remaining departments
in Union County, including
Cranford, with body-worn cameras funded with seizure money.
The funds would cover “each
agency’s first year’s incurring
cost,” according to Police Chief
Ryan Greco.
Following a national trend
where body-worn cameras are
seen as a vital part of law enforcement, the county hopes to
use money taken from the property of criminals to bring police
departments in Union County on
par with other departments in
the country where body-worn
cameras are seen as key to policing and prosecution.
Currently, Cranford is one of
five police departments in Union
County which has not adopted
the use of body-worn cameras.
The others are Westfield, Union,
Hillside and Winfield Park.
“We as a police department are
in no way, shape or form resistant to body cameras. I would
not want us to be the last in
Union County to get these,” Chief
Greco said.
The Union County prosecutor’s
offer of seizure monies to purchase the body-worn cameras
and their first year’s storage expires December 31, 2018, thus
requiring the police department
to come up with an additional
$19,000 to cover the cost of
maintenance and storage outside the first year of the program.
With the December deadline
approaching, the township committee is looking for the additional funds for the body-worn
cameras.
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Tensions Mount Over
Cranford Reimagining Plan
By ROBYN ORR-GIOFFRE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — Tensions rose
quickly at Monday’s board of education (BOE) meeting when the
discussion turned to the
Reimagining plan that has been
proposed by Superintendent
Scott Rubin, Ed.D., and the
Cranford BOE.
Tom Byrne, a resident and parent to two school-age children,
stood to address the board in
relation to campaign contributions by Leadership for Educational Equity in the amount of
$6,543.17 made during what Mr.
Byrne described as a “pivotal
school-board race” in 2016, from
what he called “a national interest specialty group.”
“What is the quid pro quo for
this donation and support from a
national special-interest group
in our little town of Cranford,
New Jersey?” Mr. Byrne asked
the board.
“What is the board now beholden to when as we think about
this Reimagining plan?” and “are
our tax dollars supporting the
agenda of a D.C. special-interest
group so that a campaign promise may be made good upon?”
Mr. Byrne further inquired.
Board member Nicole Sherrin
Kessler acknowledged that she
was the board member who received the contribution from the
Leadership for Educational Equity.
Ms. Kessler expressed gratitude for the opportunity to address the issue. She acknowledged her connection with Teach
America as both an alumna and
teacher, and further commented
that she was honored to earn an
award as National Teacher of the
Year in her role as a teacher for
Teach America.
Ms. Kessler went on to relay
information about an extensive

career in education and told Mr.
Byrne, “with each and every role,
equity and doing right by every
single one of those students has
been at the heart of what I am
about.”
“There were no promises
made,” Ms. Kessler assured Mr.
Byrne, and further commented
that she was selected for this
“grant” because of the work she
has done with children. She told
her audience she was “very
proud” she had been given the
honor of receiving this grant.
Referring to the Reimagining
plan, Board Vice-President Lisa
Carbone reminded the audience
“this board cannot make a decision without the community.”
Board member Patrick Lynch
commented that “times change;
we need to evaluate what’s the
best for the town and the children.”
Cranford resident Bill Lapenta
addressed the board with concerns about the Reimagining plan
and expressed frustration over
not having a “detailed document”
of the plan available for public
viewing.
“We have that information in
preliminary form,” Superintendent Rubin assured Mr. Lapenta.
Mr. Rubin further commented,
“We need to have the conversation with the community to move
forward.”
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Ballyhoo
GW Not to Pursue Non-Sanctuary Resol.
Sports, Humor and Commentary

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – After public discussion and input from Garwood
Police Chief James Wright and
public commentary, the borough
council decided not to move forward with proposing a similar
resolution or following Jackson
Township’s resolution, which
would declare Garwood a nonsanctuary city. Councilwoman
Ileen Cuccaro stated she had
provided a copy of Jackson
Township’s resolution for council
members to review, allowing a
subsequent resolution to be
crafted pertaining to Garwood.
Chief Wright said proposing a
resolution supporting Garwood
as a sanctuary city or a resolution declaring Garwood a nonsanctuary city “would not effect
how our jobs are performed.”
The borough’s police department
strictly adheres to policy and procedures set forth by the Union
County Prosecutor’s Office and
the New Jersey Attorney
General’s Office, stated Chief
Wright.
Councilman-elect Michael Ince
said Garwood as a municipality
and even the state’s status as a
“sanctuary state” or city does
not impede nor limit the federal
government’s enforcement of
federal law. Mr. Ince defined a
sanctuary city as a “local government refusing to assist the federal authorities in their enforcement of immigration policy.”
“If Immigration Customs Enforcement (ICE) wants to enforce immigration law in
Garwood, or any state or community, it can. Federal enforcement does not have to ask for
permission or assistance to enforce federal law, although they
often request it,” he said.
Mr. Ince said a sanctuary city
status could put police at odds
with federal authorities. “This is
not something we want to see,”

he said.
The federal government has
the “power of purse” and could
cut funding to any state or local
government “refusing to adhere
to federal law,” Mr. Ince stated.
Although it has been proposed
for legislation, New Jersey has
not been approved as a “sanctuary state” by the State Legislature, Mr. Ince said.
“Personally, I have my doubts
(New Jersey becomes a sanctuary state), especially as it relates
to federal funding,” Mr. Ince said.
Councilwoman Stephanie
Bianco said she would not support a resolution declaring
Garwood a “non-sanctuary city”
after discussing the resolution
with Chief Wright.
Ms. Bianco said Chief Wright’s
discussion about how the resolution would not change actual
policing procedures, but would
be merely “symbolic,” changed
her opinion on the need for the
resolution.
In other business, Councilman
Richard McCormick stated that
the New Jersey legislation legalizing recreational marijuana
throughout the state as well as
within the borough would have
negative impacts on “the youth”
and “non-users.”
“A tax form? This is what this
has come to? Is that what life is
about?” said Mr. McCormick, criticizing the state’s need for continuous revenue described as
“never enough.”
“I was 17 once, too. This is on
the record. I tried marijuana,”
Mr. McCormick stated. “For many
of my friends, it was never
enough. I watched my friends
continue and constantly seek the
next big high (different drugs),”
Mr. McCormick said.
Mr. McCormick said he wonders how state legislators “can
sleep at night” knowing a “stoned
or high driver” will kill an innocent person, acknowledging al-

cohol and driving does not mix
well with protecting innocent drivers and neither will drugs and
driving when considering the innocent pedestrians. He said his
views on recreational marijuana
were the views of a concerned
councilman, grandfather and father.
In a separate discussion, Steven
Blaufeder, chairman of the
Garwood Republican Party, questioned “why there is no longer a
nativity scene outside municipal
hall” on display during the holiday season.
“I’m Jewish. This is not an antiSemitic rant. I don’t feel it is right
to have a menorah, but not a
nativity scene,” Mr. Blaufeder
said.
Borough Attorney Bob Renaud
stated that, “many years ago,
the United States Supreme Court
ruled a Christmas tree and the
menorah are not religious symbols.” Mr. Renaud said, in his
opinion and from his religion studies, the “Christmas tree was originally a religious symbol.”
Mr. Blaufeder stated that “there
is a blessing involved when lighting the menorah,” solidifying the
menorah as a religious symbol.
Councilwoman Cuccaro said she
is for “freedom of religion, not
freedom from religion.” Ms.
Cuccaro said she supports both a
menorah and a nativity scene.
Councilwoman
Jennifer
Blumenstock said Mayor Charles
Lombardo had decided not to
display the nativity scene based
on observing “lawsuits involving
other municipalities.” Mayor
Lombardo decided to adhere to
court rulings, opting to display
“secular” decorations (non-religious symbols) during the holiday season, Ms. Blumenstock
said.
Mayor Lombardo was not
present at Tuesday’s meeting.
Garwood’s Police Benevolent
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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Tensions Mount
Superintendent Rubin made
clear the demographer’s report
will be available on Tuesday,
December 11, for public review
and will be openly discussed at
the Monday, December 17, public meeting to be held at 7 p.m. at
Cranford High School.
Cranford resident Christopher
Acosta addressed the board with
data collected from a survey of
422 residents of Cranford about
the Reimagining proposal and
the October 30 meeting.
In a quick overview, Mr. Acosta
found that many people in
Cranford who were unhappy with
the proposal found the bussing
situation, traffic and the breaking up of the neighborhood environment to be top reasons for
discontentment.
Mr. Acosta will give a more
detailed presentation of his findings at a future board meeting.
The next regular board meeting is scheduled for Monday, December 10.
Discussions about the Cranford
Reimagining proposal continue
with individual school meetings
on December 6 at Bloomingdale
Avenue School and December 13
at Hillside Avenue School, both
at 7 p.m. The December 4 meeting planned at the high school
has been canceled.

Non-Sanctuary Resol.
Association Local 117 participated in “No-Shave November”
with a goal to raise $2,500 for
cancer research. The department
raised more than “$4,000 for a
cure,” stated Councilwoman
Bianco in her police department
subcommittee report.
The department will host a
“Double-Down December” campaign. The community can participate by visiting the Garwood
Police Department Local 117
home page at noshave.org,
stated Ms. Bianco.

By JESSE WINTER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The township
committee voted unanimously to
pass on second reading an ordinance, Tuesday night, in direct
connection with the proposed
Verizon cellular tower on the site
of Union County College (UCC).
The ordinance is designed to
amend the Cranford code, “allowing the township to have more
say in which sites are chosen,”
said Mayor Thomas H. Hannen,
Jr., when addressing a citizen
during the public comment portion of the committee’s regular
meeting. “This adds additional
language to the land development code.”
A recent proposal to build a
130-foot cell tower has been met
by strong opposition from residents who cite potential negative health side effects, along
with the fear of depreciation in
real-estate values and the tower
becoming an eyesore for residents living around the UCC campus. Additionally, critics have expressed reservations that the
tower is not necessary in expanding coverage, but will function as an additional source of
revenue for the school at the
expense of Cranford residents.
Union County College contends
that the cell tower will help provide coverage and cellular service throughout the campus, a
vital asset in an age where the
threat of on-campus violence has
become increasingly prevalent.
The prospective Verizon tower is
seen by those in favor of its
construction as a critical means
of sharing emergency information with students, faculty and
others affected by a potential
on-campus emergency.
Tuesday’s meeting also marked
an important step in spreading
pancreatic cancer awareness.
Mayor Hannen took the opportunity, “on behalf of the township
committee and the Township of

Cranford,” to proclaim November 2018 as Pancreatic Cancer
Awareness Month.
Annually, pancreatic cancer
claims the lives of 44,330 and is
projected to claim the lives of
approximately 1,300 people in
New Jersey alone.
Mayor Hannen was joined by
Dr. Lee Cohen, who was presented with and accepted the
committee’s proclamation with
his wife, Teresa, and daughter,
Elizabeth.
Dr. Cohen explained his commitment to spreading awareness,
including the loss of his father,
who passed away from the disease at age 59. “My father wanted
to live to see his first granddaughter, and he made it right
until she was born, passing away
soon afterwards,” he said. “Unfortunately, so many people I
know have been affected by the
disease,” Dr. Cohen said, addressing the committee and the public.
Dr. Cohen mentioned his involvement with pancan.org and

the importance of proclamations
like Cranford’s in spreading
awareness. Pancreatic cancer is
one of the most lethal forms of
cancer, with symptoms emerging in the later stages, making it
extremely difficult to treat.
“There are so many Americans
and people of the world dying at
an increased rate from pancreatic cancer,” Dr. Cohen said. “It’s
poised to become the secondbiggest cancer killer in 2020.”
In committee news, Commissioner Mary O’Connor, addressing the issue of legalized recreational marijuana, made an announcement in connection to her
comments during Monday night’s
workshop meeting.
In regards to the issue of the
pending legislation dealing with
legalized recreational marijuana,
“one proposal we are going to
move forward on is assembling a
local panel that brings together
experts in law, public safety, plan-

ning and zoning, education,
church and community organizations and residents, to look at
this issue objectively.”
Commissioner O’Connor said she
intends for the panel to present
factual information to the public,
so the township can decide the
place, if any, legalized recreational
marijuana will have in Cranford.
“This is significant legislation
and we need to be informed,”
Commissioner O’Connor said. “If
anyone is interested in serving on
this panel, especially if you can
bring a particular expertise, please
contact Commissioner (JeanAlbert) Maisonneuve, or myself.”
The committee also thanked
Cub Scout Pack 103, Den 15,
including members Lucas Ruela,
Brian Butka, Kyle Marks and
Patrick D. McDevitt, local fifth
graders from Livingston Avenue
School, who helped kick off the
night’s proceedings by taking the
lead during the flag salute.

Connor Fitch Honored
As Bowdoin Scholar

CRANFORD -- Connor Fitch, of
Cranford, was honored as a Sarah and James Bowdoin Scholar
at Bowdoin College during the
Sarah and James Bowdoin Day
ceremony on October 19, to
honor those undergraduates who
distinguish themselves with excellence in scholarship. Mr. Fitch
is a Book Award winner, and is a
member of the Bowdoin College
Class of 2021. Mr. Fitch is earning a major in undeclared.
Those students who are designated Sarah and James Bowdoin
Scholars are in the top (highest
GPA) 20 percent of each class for
the previous academic year. In
addition, those scholars who
earned a GPA of 4.0 are designated Sarah and James Bowdoin
Book Award winners.

STRAIGHT As...Three proud fifth graders from Garwood’s Lincoln School
display their Honor Society Certificate after earning straight As on their report
card. The certificates were awarded by the Garwood Board of Education on
November 20, 2018. The students are, from left to right: Dylan Mason, Leonardo
Ruggiero, and Anthony Di Iorio.
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Wednesday Morning Club
Lists December Activities
CRANFORD — The December
calendar for the Wednesday
Morning Club reflects the spirit of
the holiday season.
The club will hold its luncheon
at Giovanna’s Restaurant on
Wednesday, December 5, at
12:30 p.m. The Madrigal Singers, a popular singing ensemble
from Cranford High School, will
provide entertainment. The
young men and women will sing
a selection of favorite holiday
songs a cappella. To make a
reservation, contact Jane Reilly.
The cost is $22. Giovanna’s is
located at 1462 South Avenue,
Plainfield.
On Tuesday, December 11, at
12:30 p.m., the Public Affairs
Department and the Literature
Department will enjoy their
Christmas party at the home of
Marie Mastorakis. All Wednesday Morning Club members are
welcome. Everyone is asked to
bring a sandwich and a sweet to
share. Those planning to attend
are asked to call Marie. All are
invited to bring a Christmas story
or special memory of Christmas
to share with the group.
The Arts and Crafts Department will visit Liberty Hall Museum on Thursday, December
13, at 11 a.m., for the museum’s
annual holiday tour event. The
group will experience “A
Storybook Christmas” as five
popular children’s stories are
brought to life through Christmas décor on the transformed
first floor of the museum. The
museum is located at 1003 Morris Avenue, Union. The cost of
the tour is $8. To arrange
carpooling or to obtain more information about this event, call
Joan Davis.
The club’s first business meeting of the new year will take
place on Wednesday, January 2,
2019, at 10 a.m., at the Cranford

Community Center. Co-Presidents Sue Driscoll and Marie
Mastorakis will preside over this
meeting, to which the public is
invited. Karen M. Ensle, Ed.D., a
family and community health sciences educator in Union County,
will be the guest speaker. She is
a registered dietician and will
share information about how to
achieve wellness through good
nutrition and a healthy lifestyle.
The Cranford Community Center
is located at 220 Walnut Avenue.
The club is collecting non-perishable food items at its meetings to be donated to the food
bank. For more information about
the Wednesday Morning Club,
contact Co-Vice Presidents Carol
Moran at (908) 233-5635 or by
e-mail at caromm@comcast.net
or Sandi Jacobs at (908) 3175256
or
by
e-mail
at
sandij301@gmail.com.

Ballyhoo
CRANFORD
Tuesday, November 13, Jefry
Jimenez, 21, of Roselle was arrested and charged with possession of less than 50 grams of
marijuana and possession of drug
paraphernalia following a motor
vehicle stop at Raritan Road and
Moen Avenue for a headlight out.
Jimenez was processed and provided with a municipal court appearance date. In addition, he
was issued motor vehicle summonses for an unregistered vehicle, maintenance of lamps, no
valid insurance card in his possession and possession of a controlled dangerous substance in a
motor vehicle.
Friday,
November
23,
Aleksandr Firstov, 29, of Roselle
and Rafael Vasquez, 23, of North
Bergen were arrested and
charged with possession of less
than 50 grams of marijuana and
possession of drug paraphernalia following a motor vehicle stop

New Jersey
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at North Avenue East and Carpenter Place for improper display of plates. Firstov and
Vasquez were both processed
and provided with municipal court
appearance dates. In addition,
Firstov was issued motor vehicle
summonses for improper display
of license plates and possession
of a controlled dangerous substance in a motor vehicle.
Saturday, November 24, Jessica Graham, 37, of Staten Island, N.Y., was arrested and
charged with criminal mischief
and causing or risking widespread
injury or damage following a onecar motor vehicle crash on Jackson Drive. Following an investigation at the scene, police arrested the sole driver, Graham,
for driving her 1975 Chevrolet
into a building, causing significant damage. She was processed
and provided with a state Superior Court appearance date. In
addition, she was issued motor
vehicle summonses for reckless
driving, careless driving, willfully
disabling a motor vehicle on private property, failure to observe

a traffic lane, and parking on a
sidewalk. Graham was transported to the Union County jail
pending a detention hearing.
There were no injuries as a result
of the crash, police said.
Sunday, November 25, Cristian
Cortes, 21, of Bayonne was arrested and charged with criminal
mischief and disorderly conduct
after police were dispatched to a
North Avenue East business for a
reported fight in progress. Cortes
was processed and provided with
a municipal court appearance
date.
GARWOOD
Saturday, November 17, police
responded to a South Avenue
business on a report of a burglary to a motor vehicle. The
victim stated that he left the
keys to his vehicle, a GMC pickup,
in an unlocked locker in the
changing room of a gym. When
he returned to the locker approximately one hour later, he
found that his keys were missing. He then went to his vehicle,
which was still in the parking lot,
but the doors were left wide open
and the contents of the truck had
been rummaged through. The
victim reported that missing from
the vehicle was a protein drink
and approximately $35 in cash.
will take place on Wednesday, An investigation is ongoing and
December 5, at 8 p.m.
no arrests have been made.
Lego will be held on Thursday,
December 6, at 3 p.m., for chilToddler Story Time, for infants
dren ages 4 to 12. Participants
will have an opportunity to be to children age 4, is held on
inspired by this month’s theme Wednesdays at 10:30 a.m. No
and build whatever comes to registration is required. The
mind. Some Lego creations will Pipsqueak Players will visit
be displayed in the library’s show- Storytime on December 12.
Additional programs will be ancase. Registration is required and
nounced for later in the month.
there is a limit of 15.
Additionally on December 6, The Garwood Public Library is
Christmas Matters Holiday Car- located at 411 Third Avenue. For
olers will appear at the library at more information and to register
6:45 p.m. A professional, a for programs, call (908) 789cappella quartet, dressed in 1670. Further information also is
Dickens-era costumes, will en- available at youseemore.com/
tertain with holiday favorites and garwood.
maybe a sing-along. Registration is required and there is a
Probitas Verus Honos
limit of 40 attendees.

GW Library Reveals Programs for Dec.
GARWOOD — The Garwood
Public Library has announced a
series of events for December. It
will be closed on Monday and
Tuesday, December 24 and 25,
for Christmas, and Monday and
Tuesday, December 31 and January 1, for New Year observances.
Santa will visit the library on
Saturday, December 8, at 10
a.m. Refreshments will be available. Parents and caregivers are
invited to bring their cameras for
a Christmas season photo opportunity. The first 50 children
will receive a small gift from
Santa. Space is limited and registration is required.
The Knitting Club meets on Mondays and Thursdays at 10:30
a.m. No registration is required.
Participants learn how to knit or
show others how while enjoying

conversation. Needles and yarn
are provided to newcomers.
Kid’s Chess is offered Mondays
at 3 p.m. No registration is required but there is a limit of 12.
This non-instructional program
provides an informal chess game
for children of all ages. Six boards
are provided. There will be no
Kid’s Chess over the Winter Recess.
“Explore It” is presented Tuesdays at 3 p.m. in the Lincoln
School Art Room. It offers afterschool STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Math) fun
for kids in grade 3 and above.
Registration is required and there
is a limit of 16. There will be no
“Explore It” on December 4 or
over the Winter Recess.
The Library Board of Trustees’
meeting is open to the public and

CONTINUED ON NEXT COLUMN
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Begin Your Family Holiday Fun with Seussical
At Cranford Dramatic Club Theatre December 7-16
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Seussical appears to be a lighthearted children’s musical, but
at the heart of each of the show’s
many storylines is a meaningful
lesson about friendship, courage, self-acceptance and the
power of the singular voice. It’s a
show that both children and
adults will enjoy. A true testament to the enduring power of
Dr. Suess and his fables.”
Also at the helm of this production, are Music Director Tracy
Witko, Choreographer Melanie
Della Peruti, Stage Manager Dana
Dispoto, and Producer Anita
Esteve.
Rounding out the very talented
cast are Rachel Valovcin, Elle
Michaeli, Brian Butterfield, Jaimie
Woodruff, Melanie Cella, Alison
Giles, Michele Greenspan,

Jonathan Sykes, Ryan Sautner,
Tyler Sautner, Aaron Shinn,
Alexandra Banncroft, Edgar
Hidalgo, Sean Kelly, Olivia Kelly,
Mark Zebro, Joseph Michaeli,
Bridget Webb, Lorelle Lane,
Marisa Piccininni, Billy Mehr,
Hannah Martin, Joann Riley,
Danielle Mastropiero, Nicole
D’Angelo and Geovanna Ayala
(as Cindy Lou Who).
The show will run Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays from December 7 through December 16.
Additional information and tickets can be found by visiting
cdctheatre.org. Shop online for
best price and selection.

Probitas Verus Honos

HORTON HEARS A WHO...Favorite stories of Dr. Suess come alive on the stage in the Cranford Dramatic Club (CDC)
offering of Seussical. The show will run Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays from December 7 through December 16.
CRANFORD — CDC Theatre in
Cranford is offering a great way
to jump into a fun holiday season! Seussical is a fantastical
and magical musical adventure
that is fun for the whole family!
The show follows many favorite
Dr. Seuss characters, including
Horton the Elephant, The Cat in
the Hat, Gertrude McFuzz, and a
little boy with a big imagination –
Jojo, in the musical retelling of
their respective Dr. Suess fables.
The colorful characters transport
the audience from the Jungle of
Nool to the tiny but effervescent
world of the Whos.
The Cat in the Hat (Lyle Dungee)
narrates the story of Horton (Zach
Love), an elephant who discovers a speck of dust inhabited by

the Whos, including Jojo (Garrett
Hanlon), a Who child sent off to
military school for thinking too
many “thinks”, and his very concerned parents Mr. Mayor (Justin
Luckenbaugh) and Mrs. Mayor
(Nicole Scavone). Horton faces a
double challenge: not only must
he protect the Whos from a world
of naysayers and dangers, but
he must guard an abandoned
egg, left in his care by the freespirited Mayzie La Bird (Krystina
Matos). Although Horton faces
ridicule, danger, kidnapping and
a trial, the intrepid Gertrude
McFuzz (Jenna Ravenda) never
loses faith in him, and through
the power of friendship, loyalty,
courage, family and community
these two unique worlds emerge

triumphant from their trials and
tribulations.
Director Zach Mazouat explained, “Just like its source
material, at a first glance,

Menorah Lighting Set
In Garwood Sunday

GARWOOD — The Borough of
Garwood will hold its first Community Menorah Lighting event
this Sunday, December 2, at 4:30
p.m., at Borough Hall. This free
community event also will include cocoa and donuts. All are
welcome to attend this celebration of the Festival of Lights.
Borough Hall is located at 403
South Avenue, Garwood.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WE WISH YOU A MERRY CHRISTMAS...The Cranford Madrigal Singers
sing carols leading up to Santa’s arrival in the fire truck. Santa was there to light
the Christmas Tree and listen to children’s Chistmas wishes on Friday night
onNovember 23 at the Gazebo downtown.

