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 WESTFIELD MEMORIAL LIBRARY EVENTS 

DECEMBER 2018    
550 East Broad Street, Westfield 908.789.4090  www.wmlnj.org 

Hours: Mon-Thurs  9:30 am-9:00 pm  Fri & Sat 9:30 am-5:00 pm  Sun 1-5:00 pm 

Closed December 24 and 25 for Christmas 
Closing at 3:00 pm on December 31 and closed January 1 for New Year 

PROGRAMS FOR ADULTS  SEE WEBSITE FOR SIGN UP INFO 

PROGRAMS FOR KIDS AND TEENS-SEE WEBSITE FOR SIGN UP INFO 

12/1 10:00 am Paws to Read-New readers read to WML dogs 

12/1 10:00 am Drop-in Chess Club-no age requirement- 
players must know how to move pieces  

12/3 10:00 am Yoga Storytime  (2-5 years with caregiver) 

12/4, 11, 18 10:30 am It’s Movie Time! (2-5 years with caregiver) 

12/5 10:30 am Zumba Fun  (2-5 years with caregiver) 

12/6, 13, 20 10:00 am Move ‘n Groove  (2-5 years w-caregiver) 

12/7, 14, 21 10:00 am Baby Playgroup (0-23 months w-caregiver) 

12/8 10:30 am City Winds Trio-The Nutcracker (3-10 yrs) 

  6:30 pm Evening LEGO Club (5+years)             
Caregivers remain in the Library 

12/1  2:00 pm Music from China by duo Wang Guowei and Sun Li 

12/4  2:00 pm Winter Star Workshop-Adult Craft by Joy Lara 

12/5  7:00 pm The Beatles! The Beginnings by John Groom 

12/6 & 13  7:00 pm Fundamentals of Yoga-Lorraine Harwelik 

12/7  1:30 pm TGIF! A Year in Space, Beyond a Year (video) 

12/10 2 & 6:30 pm Foreign Film: TBA 

12/14  1:30 pm TGIF! Live Music! Spirit of the Season 

12/17  7:00 pm Music of Harry Warren by vocalist Diane Cypkin 

12/19  7:00 pm Christmas Traditions by Kevin Woyce 

• Mailed to subscribers with the printed newspaper • Provided to stores • Attached to the online edition each Thursday

ATTENTION LOCAL BUSINESS OWNERS: Did You Know You Can
Insert Your Pre-Printed Advertisement into the Leader/Times?

Ideal for Targeting Your Audience! Go to goleader.com/presskit/insert for more information.

THE JAMES WARD MANSION              

www.jameswardmansion.com

Have your Sweet 16 Party at The James Ward Mansion!

“Make Our Mansion Your Mansion”

Sweet Sixteen 
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One Popcorn, Poor  — Two Popcorns, Fair — Three Popcorns, Good — Four Popcorns, Excellent

By Michael S. Goldberger
film critic

 In my youth, zooming back and
forth from the phenomena of the late
1960s being celebrated in Greenwich
Village to the reliable glitz and sin of
42nd and Broadway, I occasionally
sought sanctuary and respite by duck-
ing into what I deemed an anomaly:
The N.Y neighborhood bar. How could
such a place truly exist in a Gotham of
such great impersonal proportions?
There I sat, a one man, self-appointed
sociological research team, trying to
discern and compare any recognizable
sense of community to the neighbor-
hood gin mills at college in Iowa and
home in New Jersey where I had thus
far dabbled in the realm of the night-
hawk.

They were at once gauzy and myste-
rious despite all the familiar appurte-
nances necessary to the dispensing of
booze, advice, sympathy and the usual
amount of lore that the regulars surely
expected and acknowledged. Yet for all
the effort I put into analyzing said for-
eign waterholes, I never could quite put
my finger on it. Thus, in viewing Can
You Ever Forgive Me?, director
Marielle Heller’s film biography of best-
selling author Lee Israel, the splendid
depiction of such a place came as a
welcome bit of cinematic nuance.

It is the perfect backdrop for drawing
a thumbnail sketch of Ms. Israel, the
briefly famous biographer of the great
Fanny Brice who, when her inkwell ran
dry, embarked on a rather untraditional
form of literary endeavor. Proficiently
portrayed by Melissa McCarthy in her
maiden voyage through the serious strait
of thespic pursuit, Israel is an unremit-
ting curmudgeon, etched with no espe-
cially redeeming qualities. She is of the
curt clip school of sarcastic jab and
innuendo, a steady purveyor of the no-
tion that she holds practically no one in
high regard…least of all herself. En-
gage her at risk of demeaning rebuff.

Now, while about 30 percent or so of
Americans who have of late made en-
mity, suspicion and the degrading of
democratic institutions their own na-
tional pastime, and who might very
well applaud Lee Israel’s generally bleak
outlook, the rest of us spot a humanitar-
ian challenge. We become determined
to find, before closing credits roll, a
reason to root for the cheerless lass,
even if it’s in essence an optimistic wish
for humanity itself. After all, good mov-
ies tell us as much about ourselves as
they do about the story’s personae.

So, while I won’t tell you exactly
what shady activity Lee engages in for
fear it’ll rob the plot of its suspense
quotient, it behooves to note that it’s
Ms. McCarthy’s character sketch and
all that such a mindset implies about the
human condition that comprise the
philosophical crux of this movie. Truth
be told, such characterizations usually
have me wanting for simple answers
where they don’t exist. I petition to
know the genetic and environmental
circumstances that created such a per-
sonality. Was Lee dropped on her head,
emotionally or actually, when a baby?

But the artistic conceit at play here is
that such is for the ages to know, and for
us to tussle with, preferably as an après-
theater activity with good friends in a
convivial eatery (try the meatloaf).
Plainly, it is my amateur psychologist
opinion that mental disorders large and
small, while given all sorts of encom-
passing names for the sake of order and
categorization, are actually like snow-
flakes, with no two souls inconveniently
afflicted in the saw way. Taking my
pretension yet a nervy step more, the
baffling indescribability of the afore-
mentioned taverns might be a metaphor
for Lee’s self-imposed, quasi isolation.

But follow my folderol for just an-
other second, if you will. Lee could just
as well drink at home, alone, George
Thorogood style (“Yeah, you know
when I drink alone I prefer to be by
myself”). Thus she leaves the door open

to perhaps engage her fellow Earth-
lings and be a part of the human comedy
she otherwise so acerbically decries.

It therefore follows that her veiled
gregariousness leads one night to the
reacquaintance in a tavern with Rich-
ard E. Grant’s nomination-worthy por-
trayal of Jack Hock, a Manhattan gada-
bout extraordinaire. Flaunting his ho-
mosexuality as an emphatic, in-your-
face statement of his liberty, Jack has
been living by his wits and humorously
vaunted lack of talent for decades. Re-
alizing their very own, two against the
world synergy, they become partners
in, well, you’ll see.

But again, those workings, while pro-
viding for a tumbrel full of ethical con-
templations, are otherwise a frame upon
which to hang a mini monograph that
might have less reserved sorts singing
Streisand’s “People” (“who need
people”). Of course, neither Lee nor the
inscrutable saloons she inhabited will
say it outright. But Can You Ever For-
give Me?’s character-driven delve in a
venue where we stereotypically think
human interaction hardly flourishes,
unapologetically crafts a divergently
compelling treatise on friendship.

….
 Can You Ever Forgive Me?, rated R,

is a Fox Searchlight Pictures release
directed by Marielle Heller and stars
Melissa McCarthy, Richard E. Grant
and Dolly Wells. Running time: 108
minutes.

Can You Ever Forgive Me?
A Friendship Grows in Manhattan

3 popcorns

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WE WISH YOU A MERRY CHRISTMAS...The Cranford Madrigal Singers
sing carols leading up to Santa’s arrival in the fire truck. Santa was there to light
the Christmas Tree and listen to children’s Chistmas wishes on Friday night
onNovember 23 at the Gazebo downtown.

Orchestra of St Peter by the
Sea Brings Holiday Cheer

RAWHAY -- On Saturday, Decem-
ber 1, at 8 p.m., the Orchestra of St.
Peter by the Sea, led by accomplished
conductor, Father Alphonse
Stephenson, will be bringing holiday
spirit and cheer to the Union County
Performing Arts Center. This perfor-
mance will be early on in the Orchestra’s
December tour of New Jersey, and it
has become a yearly must-see show for
dedicated fans at the center.

The orchestra consists of a strings
section, a brass section, a woodwind
section, and a percussion section .
When counted altogether, the 48 mu-
sicians, who are all members of the
American Federation of Musicians,
have attended 177 universities and
colleges. They’ve studied for 750
years collectively, and have performed
in 57,000 recitals and concerts.

Their experience and hard work
comes across in exceptional, stunning
performances. Father Alphonse
Stephenson has conducted over 3,000
performances of A Chorus Line on
Broadway, received a Doctorate of
Music from Monmouth University, and
acted as a guest conductor or such big
names as the Metro Lyric Opera, Key
West Pops Orchestra, The Greater
Palm Beach Symphony Orchestra, the
Fresno Philharmonic, and the Dela-
ware Valley Philharmonic. He was
taught by Dr. Robert Abramson of the

Julliard School and George Schick of
the Metropolitan Opera, and his con-
ducting debut was with another Met-
ropolitan Opera member: bass soloist
Paul Plishka. In 1975 Father Alphonse
was ordained a Catholic priest for the
Diocese of Paterson, and his first or-
chestra was formed while he was serv-
ing at St. Malachy&#39;s, the
Actor&#39;s Chapel, in New York’s
Theater District. His other accomplish-
ments include serving as an Air Na-
tional Guard Assistant to the Air Force
Chief of Chaplains at the Pentagon
and as Chaplain, Brigadier General,
and Director of the Joint Chaplaincy
Staff at the National Guard Bureau.

The cause behind the Orchestra of St.
Peter is the Cecelia Foundation, and it
was founded by Father Alphonse him-
self in1987. The Cecelia Foundation is
a not-for-profit 501(c)3 charitable or-
ganization that brings the Orchestra to
Catholic schools within the tri-state area
and gifts scholarships and professional-
quality instruments to talented,
hardworking students pursuing music.

Tickets for the Orchestra of St. Peter
by the Sea are $27 and can be pur-
chased online at ucpac.org, over the
phone by calling (732) 499-8226, or by
stopping by the box office in person.
The Union County Performing Arts
Center is located in downtown Rahway
at 1601 Irving Street.

Westfield’s First
Gingerbread House
Decorating Contest

WESTFIELD – The town is present-
ing the first-ever, town-wide Ginger-
bread House Decorating Contest. Resi-
dents are invited to conjure creativity,
imagination and whimsy this holiday
season to create a gingerbread house,
village or iconic Westfield building.
Those who wish to register must do so
by Tuesday, December 11, by visiting
www.westfieldnj.gov/gingerbread.

Completed projects should not be
larger than 2 feet x 2 feet, should be
presented on a cake board or a wooden
board and must be dropped off to Sa-
vory Spice during normal business hours
between December 13 and 17. Please
include an index card attached to the
project with your name, email address,
phone number, address, and category.

Judging will be People’s Choice, and
winners will be announced on New
Year’s Day 2019 in the following cat-
egories: Grand Prize, Kids Only Effort
(14 years old and younger), Family
Effort, and Iconic Westfield Building.

Celebrate the Holiday Season
With NJ Festival Orchestra
WESTFIELD -- From traditional

to pops, choral favorites, renowned
tenor fare, and dancing by guests from
Dance Theater of Harlem, the winter
season of New Jersey Festival Or-
chestra concerts will fill the entire
family with warmth and cheer.

 On Saturday, December 15, at 7
p.m., New Jersey
Festival Orchestra
kicks off the holi-
day season in
Westfield with a
bang and plenty of
bling with Return
of the Holiday
Tenors, a family
festival of tradi-
tional and contem-
porary songs and
music, sing-alongs
and more.

 The concert
features Metro-
politan Opera’s
award-winning
tenor John
Easterlin, and in-
ternationally acclaimed friends
Nelson Ebo and Brian Chaney to cel-
ebrate and captivate with a dazzling
selection of renowned tenor classics.
Traditional carols, signature versions
of familiar fare and a host of winter-
time curiosities are also sure to de-
light.

 “We are thrilled to welcome The
Three Holiday Tenors – each more
talented than the next - to help us
welcome in the Holiday season,” said
Maestro David Wroe. “We believe
there is something for everyone in this
performance. Our concert is a vessel
for children, parents, grandparents and
friends -- indeed the entire community
-- to come together through music at
this unique time of the year.”

 This seasonal stroll of timeless
classics and sentimental favorites is
sure to bring joy, smiles, and distinc-
tive holiday memories to one and all.
The celebration has been made pos-
sible in part by a Union County Heart
(History, Education and Arts Reach-
ing Thousands) grant, and support
from The Westfield Foundation.

 The concert takes place on Satur-
day, December 15, at 7 p.m. at The
Presbyterian Church in Westfield. It

will also be performed on Sunday af-
ternoon, December 16, at 4 p.m. at St
Peters Church in Morristown. Ticket
prices range from $30 to $76 for adults
and there is a special discount price of
only $15 for students K-12.

 Tickets are also available for New
Jersey Festival Orchestra’s New

Year’s Eve musi-
cal celebration,
one of New
Jersey’s much an-
ticipated and most
popular New
Year’s Eve events.

 This year’s per-
formance, Singing
and Dancing with
the Stars!, promises
a superb revue of
American musical
theater classics from
stage and screen fea-
turing renowned
guest vocalists di-
rect from the Broad-
way stage and be-
yond.

 This year the celebration takes on a
superb new dimension as the Broad-
way vocalists are joined by Dance The-
atre of Harlem’s Da'von Doane and
friends to recreate the song and dance
magic of MGM musicals and more.

“Our exciting collaboration with
dancers from Dance Theatre of
Harlem means we have shaken up the
program quite a bit this year,” contin-
ued Maestro Wroe. “Talk about chang-
ing it up!”

 Tickets range in price from $42 to
$70. A special discount price of $15 is
available for children under 18, mak-
ing this event (which starts at 7 p.m.
and ends at 9 p.m.) a perfect way for
the entire family to welcome in the
New Year together. Patrons are ad-
vised to purchase tickets well in ad-
vance as this concert has been a sell
out for the past five years.

 Tickets for both concerts are avail-
able online at
www.njfestivalorchestra.org. Tickets
may also be purchased by calling (908)
232-9400 or by visiting the office at
224 E. Broad Street, Westfield (10
a.m. to 3 p.m.). Patrons are advised to
purchase tickets online to avoid all
ticketing and handling fees.

John Easterlin

American Repertory Ballet’s
Nutcracker This Weekend

RAHWAY — American Repertory
Ballet’s acclaimed production of Nut-
cracker returns to Union County Per-
forming Arts Center (UCPAC) for two
performances on Friday, November
30, at 7:30 p.m., and a sensory-friendly
performance on Sunday, December 2,
at 1 p.m.

The sensory-friendly performance
is made possible by the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders.

The production will feature six
Rahway children who will appear in
the role of the mice. The mice take part
in the famous battle scene in the ballet,
where the main character, Clara,
dreams that tiny mice in her living
room grow giant and take on the army
of toy soldiers and the Nutcracker
prince.

The six children that were selected
to perform as this year’s Nutcracker
Community Mice are Adrian Martinez,
Alana Pilar Rangel, Alissia Jeanette
Rangel, Aniyalee Torres, Ariana Jabbes
and Michaela Wheatley.

American Repertory Ballet (ARB)
brings the beloved classical Nutcracker

to the stage with Tchaikovsky’s mag-
nificent score, stunning sets, thrilling
choreography, and a cast of more than
100 performers. A holiday tradition
for more than 50 years, ARB’s is one
of the longest continuously running
Nutcracker productions in the nation.
Directed by Artistic Director Douglas
Martin, ARB’s professional company
will be joined by students from
Princeton Ballet School to tell the
story of a young girl named Clara and
how a mysterious gift from her Uncle
Drosselmeyer brings about enchanted
dreams and fantastical scenes.

“ARB’s Nutcracker is a timeless
family tradition and a wonderful way
to celebrate the magic of the holiday
season,” said Executive Director Julie
Diana Hench. “It’s a great way to
introduce people of all ages to profes-
sional ballet, and a treat for our danc-
ers, as they know that it brings such joy
to audiences year after year.”

For tickets, visit ucpac.org or call
(732) 499-8226.

UCPAC is located at 1601 Irving
Street in Rahway.

Photo Courtesy of Lois Greenfield
THE BELOVED NUTCRACKER...American Repertory Ballet’s acclaimed pro-
duction of Nutcracker returns to Union County Performing Arts Center for two
performances on Friday, November 30, at 7:30 p.m., and a sensory-friendly
performance on Sunday, December 2, at 1 p.m. featuring six Rahway children.

Opera at Florham Presents
‘Celebrating the Holidays’

MADISON – Tenor Patrick D.
Robertson and sopranos Mia Pafumi, a
Westfield High School alumna, and
Stefanie Greene will present an after-
noon of holiday music joined by
Fairleigh Dickinson’s talented Stars of
Tomorrow in Opera at Florham’s “Cel-
ebrating the Holidays” on Sunday, De-
cember 2, at 2 p.m. The event will be
held in Lenfell Hall, The Mansion, at
Fairleigh Dickinson University, 285
Madison Avenue, Madison.

The artists perform a duet from La
Bohème, carols, a song for Chanukah,
an African-American spiritual, and tunes
from the American Songbook. The fi-
nale is a full company rendition of O
Holy Night. Student Cantor Stefanie
Greene will sing a Hebrew prayer in

memory of those who lost their lives in
the shooting at the synagogue in Pitts-
burgh. Musical accompaniment will be
provided by Mary Pinto with introduc-
tion by Mariana Karpatova.

Tickets are $30 for adults, $25 for
seniors, $10 for students (under 22)
with a valid ID and $20 per person for
groups of 10 or more. Admission is free
to FDU students (under 22) and chil-
dren under 12 years of age accompa-
nied by an adult. Lenfell Hall is handi-
cap accessible and a free shuttle service
to and from The Mansion to the parking
lot is available.

Tickets can be purchased online at
www.OperaatFlorham.org or at the door
on the day of the event. For more infor-
mation, please call (973) 443-8620.


