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Lady Raiders Won UCT Crown, Finish 14-5-1
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Blue Devils Blank Cardinals on Turkey Day, 27-0
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tains Jordan Simpson and Smith
plugged the lanes to prevent any big
gains. In fact, the Cardinals’ biggest
gain came on a 12-yard forward fumble.

“This was really fun. I am out here
with my Bro’s and we were just hav-
ing a blast playing football,” expressed
Simpson

“It was cold but this was our last
game, so we wanted to take it in and
make the best of it. It’s a bittersweet
feeling. It’s fun to win but it’s our last
game,” Levy said

Establishing a running game on the
rock solid turf did not go well for either
team in the first quarter then on the next
to last play of the quarter, Freer pounced
on a Cardinal fumble at the Plainfield
36. After a few running plays, Shapiro
went to the air and connected with
Rooney for 10 yards. Martini added an
eight-yard run then Shapiro tossed a 12-
yard touchdown strike to Smith with

8:45 left in the second quarter. Mack
Prybylski spilt the uprights for the first
of his three points after.

Plainfield’s next possession went
backwards and a punt gave Westfield
possession at the Cardinal 37. After a
10-yard penalty, Shapiro hit Rooney
on the right side, where he broke
toward the center and sprinted to the
end zone to complete the 47-yard
touchdown with 5:14 left in the half.

The point after attempt failed.
Freer’s fumble recovery of the onside

kick at the start of the third quarter put
the Blue Devils back in business again.
Martini broke lose with a 29-yard run
then a five-yard Cardinal penalty put
the ball on the seven. Three plays later
with the ball on the four, Shapiro rolled
to the right and the Cardinal defense
followed. Except Norris, who drifted
all alone into the end zone. Shapiro
looked back and popped him the ball
for the touchdown.

“I ran a comeback. Went right roll-
ing out with Hank. It was a play de-
signed for me to roll away from the
flow. Hank’s supposed to roll out right,
I go left. Hank just looked back and I
was wide open. I was just waiting for it
to come. I knew it was going to be
there. It worked out,” Norris described.

Westfield’s longest scoring drive of
the game came next. With the ball on

the 29, it took six plays to cover the 71
yards. On a third-and-nine, Rooney
grabbed Shapiro’s pass and dashed 44
yards to the Plainfield 29. After a pen-
alty and two-yard reception by Smith,
it was the Shapiro-to-Rooney connec-
tion that resulted in a 32-yard score
with 3:33 left in the third quarter.

On his touchdowns, Rooney ex-
plained, “We practice so much on that
play. It’s a waggle. It’s a play we love

to do. All I had to do was just read my
signs and make the play. That’s all
coaching. We kept setting up the back-
side post and it was just wide open.
Hank threw a good ball and all I had
to do was catch it and run wide open.”

The Blue Devil reserves took over
in the fourth quarter and prevented
the Cardinals from scoring.

Westfield finished its season with a
4-7 record but its strength of schedule
was deep. And the majority of the
team will return next year.

“I think they can go far next year.
They have a lot of skill and if they
work hard, I think they can go far,”
Simpson said.

“I like this freshman class who are
going to be sophomores next year. They
are a talented class. When we put the
stuff together, I think we are going to be
a dangerous team next year. This is one
game that’s going to start a streak next

year,” said Freer, who added, “Bigger,
stronger, more experienced. We are
going to be used to it next year.”

“It’s great to go out with a win with
the last game of my season. Next year
they are going to have a good squad.
These are my brothers, they are my
family. I am going to be their biggest
fan,” Smith expressed.
Westfield   0 13 14   0 27
Plainfield   0   0   0   0 0

PORTER & OSLISLO LED RAIDERS IN RUSHING & TDS

SPF Raider Footballers Saved
Best Performance Until Last

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Manpower shortages put this year’s
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
football team in a bind. The Raiders
were forced to pull up a number of
sophomores and freshmen to round
out their squad. The result was a learn-
ing experience for the younger Raid-
ers and a 1-8 record. But the Raiders
saved their best performance with a
49-0 thrashing of the Kearny
Kardinals in a season-ending cross-
over game.

The Raiders opened their season
with a trip to Annandale to face the
North Hunterdon Lions and returned
home on the short side of a 59-27
decision. The road trip to Montgom-
ery was not much better in a 41-21
setback. On Week 3, the Raiders
hosted Immaculata and gave the Spar-
tans a run for their money in a 40-30
loss.

Summit was next and the unde-
feated Hilltoppers humbled the Raid-
ers, 64-26. The Hilltoppers, whose

only loss this season would be to the
Cranford Cougars, went on to win the
North Jersey, Section 2, Group 3 title
with a victory over Rahway. Next on
the schedule was a showdown with
Warren Hills and the Blue Streaks
streaked past the Raiders, 42-14.

On Week 6, the Raiders traveled to
Berkeley Heights to do battle with
Governor Livingston and although
they played tough, the Highlanders
prevailed, 28-12. Defense kept the
Raiders in contention but their inabil-
ity to punch it in offensively, espe-
cially in the first half, and a breakaway
touchdown run late in the game made
the difference.

Next, the Colonia Patriots handed
the Raiders a 35-7 defeat. In their
final regular-season game, the Raid-
ers got involved in a real offensive
battle with New Brunswick resulting
in a 59-44 defeat. Senior running back
and three-year starter Alex Oslislo
had a banner game, rushing 225 yards
on 30 carries and scoring five touch-
downs. Oslislo also had a pair of two-

point conversions. Senior quarterback
Anthony Porter, also a three-year
starter, completed three of four passes
for 112 yards, including a touchdown,
all to receiver Shawn Martin.

Finally, their crossover game with
the Kearny Kardinals brought out a
glaring example of just how tough the
Mid-State 38 Conference really is.
The Raiders simply plucked the
Kardinals feather by feather until they
were totally grounded. The Raiders
dealt the Kardinals a resounding 49-0
defeat, which included a “Mercy Rule”
that was enacted before the midway
point of the third quarter. Porter and
Oslislo gobbled up plenty of yardage
in the first half to set up the second-
half situation.

From that point, several freshmen
experienced full-time action. Running
back Anthony Robinson carried five
times for 53 yards, which included
respective touchdown runs of 13 yards
and 33 yards. Running back Matt
Power had a 45-yard reception to the
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Marlene Iacoponi for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WHS FOOTBALL SENIORS...Pictured, left to right, are: front row; Jacob Saltzer, Matt McIntyre, Devon McLane,
Anthony Iacoponi, Luke Bigosinski and Koury Kania; back row, Jonas Dengler, Griffin Aslanian, Tommy Norris, Noah
Levy, Jordan Simpson, Dylan Howland, Charlie Riley, Ethan White, Sebastian Ferrero and Emmett Smith.

David B. Corbin (Governor Livingston game filoes) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MAJOR OFFENSIVE & DEFENSIVE CONTRIBUTOR...Senior Anthony Porter, No. 5, rushed for 1,199 yards, including
10 touchdowns. As a receiver, Porter had 22 receptions for 271 yards and a pair of touchdowns. Porter also completed 22
of 43 passes for 359 yards, including two touchdowns and three interceptions.

sion with the vastly improved
Cranford Cougars and Union Farm-
ers to go with the always strong
Westfield Blue Devils and Oak Knoll
Royals. Cranford won the conference
with an 8-1 record (18-4 overall) and
the Raiders were second at 5-3-1.

Receiving the third seed for the UCT,
the Lady Raiders nipped the sixth-
seeded Royals, 4-3, in the first round
then knocked off second-seeded Union,
5-4, in the semifinal round. Facing the
only other team to claim a UCT title
during that 14-year stretch, the Raid-
ers managed to topple the top-seeded
Cranford Cougars, 2-0, for the crown.

The Raiders outscored opponents
37-20 this season and recorded 10
shutouts. They were shutout three
times — one was a 0-0 tie with Oak
Knoll — and four of their losses were
by one point — Cranford (2-1), Union
(3-2), Summit (1-0) and Hunterdon
Central (2-1). The other loss was a 2-
0 setback to the No. 3-ranked
Bridgewater-Raritan Panthers in the
section semifinal. The Panthers went
on to claim the crown in a shootout
over Watchung Hills after a 0-0 tie.

The Raiders’ other shutout wins
were: North Brunswick (4-0), Oak
Knoll, Westfield, Montgomery and
Sayreville — all 2-0 — Westfield,
Kearny and Piscataway (section
quarterfinals) — all 1-0.

“Yes we had a nice season,  we were
a very young team and the kids worked
hard and improved throughout the
season,” Raider Head Coach Kevin
Ewing said.

Offensively, youth made up for the
majority of the scoring, while upper-
classmen co-captains Maggie Traina
and junior Gabby Aloe, Stefanie
DeVizio, Celeste Blanks and Amy
Magrino primarily controlled the
midfield and backfield. Sophomore at-
tacker Corinne Lyght was dazzling with
her lightening speed and ability to get in
the right position at the right time. Lyght

led the team with 13 goals and eight
assists. Lyght scored both goals in the
UCT title game against Cranford and
added an assist in the section first round
win over North Hunterdon.

“We were led by our four seniors.
Maggie Traina, Stefanie Devizio
Celeste Blanks and Amy MAgrino.
They led and the other kids followed,”
Coach Ewing said. “The kids played
hard in every game and every practice
and that is what made us successful.”

Freshman Leah Klurman was quite
productive with six goals and four
assists and junior midfielder Lizzy
Ley, the corner kick specialist, net-

ted five goals and added eight as-
sists. Sophomore attackers Faith
Price and Holly Nelson finished with
five goals and an assist, and three
goals and three assists, respectively.
Ley and Nelson each had an assist in
the UCT title game. Klurman and
Ley scored in the 2-1 win over North
Hunterdon and Ley scored the sole
goal in the sectional quarterfinal win

over Piscataway.
DeVizio came forward enough to

score twice and add an assist, and Aloe
contributed a goal and an assist. Sopho-
more Jamie Valian finished with a goal
and an assist and Alexa Fazio scored
once, while juniors Brooke Klurman
and Rachel Schoss each contributed
two assists. Traina and junior Rebecca
Lancaster each had an assist.

Since the Raiders yielded only an
average of one goal per game, the
defense definitely held up its end to
protect the goal area. However when
the time came, junior goalkeeper
Maya Kessler was there and finished

with 102 saves.
Obviously with so many juniors and

sophomores and a few freshmen being
very active this season, the Raiders
should return a very experienced, yet
still relatively young, squad next year.

“The younger players will have to
work to improve to continue to get
better and to help continue the suc-
cess,” Coach Ewing concluded.
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WHS HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES...The 13th Westfield High School Athletic Hall of Fame induction dinner, and the first
held at the Shackamaxon Country Club in Scotch Plains, took place on November 19. Pictured, left to right, are: front row; Lora
Masters Hayes, Tiny Condrillo Randazzo, Bonnie Bell, Lauren Caravello, Liz McKeon and Stacey Tourtellotte Vincent; back
row, Dennis Powers, Dave Schwartz, Doug McOwen, Peter Heesch, Mike Abeles, Clint Factor, Joe Deer and Jeff Perrella.

David B. Corbin (September 2018 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CORNER KICK SPECIALIST...Raider junior Lizzie Ley, right, a corner kick
specialist, scored five goals and contributed eight assists.


