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Lauren S. Purnell and Dr. J. Kyle Swingle

Ms. Lauren S. Purnell
Weds Dr. J. Kyle Swingle

Ms. Lauren S. Purnell was mar-
ried to Dr. J. Kyle Swingle on Satur-
day, November 3, 2018, in Green-
wood, Virginia. The wedding and
reception took place at the Septenary
Winery, with the bride given in mar-
riage by her father. David Zahl, a
licensed lay preacher associated
with Christ Episcopal Church in
Charlottesville, Virginia, officiated.

Ms. Purnell is the daughter of
Richard and Joan Purnell of Pitts-
burgh, Pennsylvania. She attended
Upper St. Clair High School and
graduated from the University of
Virginia and the Tuck School of
Business at Dartmouth College. She
is employed by the University of
Virginia Health System as a Senior
Development  Lead for Innovation
and Strategy.

Dr. Swingle is a graduate of
Dartmouth College and the Geisel
School of Medicine at Dartmouth.
He is an internist employed by the
Sentara Group at Martha Jefferson
Hospital in Charlottesville. He is a
2001 graduate of Westfield High
School.

The groomsmen were Brendan
Ryan of Cranford, James Chororos
of New York City and Matthew
Vidovich of Baltimore, Maryland.
Longtime friends of the groom, they
grew up with him in Westfield.

Bridesmaids were Elisabeth
Garvey of Hinesburg, Vermont, Me-
lissa Wilkenfeld of Studio City, Cali-
fornia, and Rebecca Closson of
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. They
wore high/low dark green satin
dresses and carried fall bouquets of
hydrangea. The bride wore a strap-
less ivory gown with three layers of
lace that was made in Spain. She
wore her mother’s necklace and as
the evening got cooler, her great-

grandmother’s mink stole.
The dinner blessing was given by

the bride’s grandfather, the Rever-
end Richard Purnell, a retired Meth-
odist minister. The guests were
treated to a Pittsburgh style cookie
table. The friends of the bride’s
mother baked many unique cookies
and every guest took home a bag of
their choosing. The evening con-
cluded with the bride and the groom
digging up a bottle of bourbon that
they buried on the Septenary winery
property one month earlier. This is a
Virginia custom meant to ensure good
weather on the day of the wedding.

Dr. Swingle is the son of Kathryn
McElroy and Thomas Oldakowski
and Joseph and Carolyn Swingle of
Westfield. The groom’s parents
hosted a rehearsal dinner at the Red
Pump Kitchen on the Pedestrian Mall
in Charlottesville. A bridal luncheon
was given by Mrs. Emily Palmer at
her farmhouse in Charlottesville the
day before the wedding. Mrs. Sue
Brozick, Mrs. Darla Main and Ms.
Mary Sapienza threw a shower for
the couple in Pittsburgh.

Dr. Swingle is the grandson of the
late Joseph and Kay Swingle and
Joseph and Nancy McElroy, all of
Westfield.

After a honeymoon to the Do-
minican Republic, the couple re-
sides in Charlottesville.

Author V. Lakshmi to Speak
About Memoir at Synagogue

V. Lakshmi

SCOTCH PLAINS – Congrega-
tion Beth Israel will host a presenta-
tion on Thursday, December 6, at 7
p.m., by V. Lakshmi,
author of “Finding
Your Way When Life
Changes Your Plans:
A Memoir of Adop-
tion, Loss of Mother-
hood and Rediscov-
ering Home.” Spon-
sored by the
synagogue’s Sister-
hood, this event is free
and open to the com-
munity.

“Finding Your
Way When Life Changes Your
Plans” is a cross-cultural, adop-
tive-family love story. Born in a
remote village in India, Ms.
Lakshmi was adopted and raised
by a Caucasian Jewish family in
America. In her memoir, she cap-
tures the emotions surrounding
adoption and describes her encoun-
ters with racism. The book also
relates her struggles to cope with,
and ultimately accept, her own
feminine health issues that led to
her loss of motherhood, including
endometriosis, infertility, failed

adoption and hysterectomy.
“As Jews and as women, we have

so many shared experiences, yet
the conversations
sometimes never hap-
pen,” said Congrega-
tion Beth Israel Sis-
terhood President
Lisa Melville. “V’s
story will resonate
with everyone in
some way, as well as
expand our sense of
community, connect-
edness, and Jewish
identity.”

Ms. Lakshmi is an
international award-winning pho-
tographer and owns a photography
business in the midwest. She holds
a Bachelor of Arts degree in Gen-
eral Studies with Minors in Psy-
chology and Gender Studies. “Find-
ing Your Way When Life Changes
Your Plans” is her first book.

Congregation Beth Israel is lo-
cated at 18 Shalom Way, Scotch
Plains, at the corner of Martine Av-
enue. For more information, con-
tact Lisa Melville at
lisamelville9@gmail.com or call the
synagogue office at (908) 889-1830.

FUMC Is Celebrating
Christmas In Westfield

WESTFIELD — The First United
Methodist Church (FUMC)
Westfield has launched a new
website, ChristmasInWestfield.com,
as a source of information about
town holiday events as well as holi-
day offerings at the church.

FUMC will host its Second An-
nual Community Christmas Show
on Saturday, December 15, at 4
p.m., in the sanctuary. Everyone is
invited to this free event full of
carols and Christmas cheer.

A Blue Christmas Service will take
place at FUMC on Friday, Decem-
ber 21. This service will provide a
space for somber reflection for those
who are feeling pain or sorrow at this
time of year. The worship service
will be held from 6:30 to 7 p.m. The
sanctuary will be open from 4 to
6:30 p.m. prior to the service for
reflective time with music, and will
be open after the service until 8 p.m.
for quiet reflective time.

FUMC will offer four distinct
Christmas Eve services this year: a
Contemporary Service with Holy

Communion at 10 a.m.; a Family Ser-
vice with blended music and “Birth-
day Cake for Jesus” at 5 p.m.; a Tra-
ditional Candlelight Service with
Holy Communion at 7 p.m. with brass
ensemble music; and a “Lessons and
Carols” Candlelight Service at 11 p.m.
with music from the Sanctuary Choir.
Tickets to the services are available
for free at ChristmasInWestfield.com,
as well as in the church office and at
the door.

FUMC holds worship every Sun-
day at 10 a.m., with Church School
for all ages at 9 a.m. and Fellowship
Time following worship at 11 a.m.
Throughout the month of Decem-
ber, the Reverend William M. Wil-
liams III will teach on the worship
theme of “Greater Expectations.”

The schedule is as follows:
Sunday, December 2: Motivated

for Change.
Sunday, December 9: Get Out-

side Your Comfort Zone.
Sunday, December 16: Always

Be In Awe, featuring the Children
and Youth Christmas Pageant.

Sunday, December 23: Impact
Others.

Sunday, December 30: What Re-
ally Matters. All are invited to bring a
Christmas present to worship to par-
ticipate in a “Blessing of the Gifts.”

FUMC is located at 1 East Broad
Street, Westfield. For more infor-
mation, visit the church online at
fumcwestfield.org, on Facebook
(FUMC Westfield) or on Instagram
(fumcwestfield).

Holy Trinity Seniors
To Hold Luncheon

WESTFIELD — The Holy Trin-
ity Senior Social Club will meet on
Monday, December 10, at 12:30 p.m.,
for its Christmas Luncheon. It will
take place at the parish center, 512
Westfield Avenue, Westfield, located
adjacent to the Holy Trinity Roman
Catholic Church.

Those who have not signed up but
are still interested in coming to the
luncheon are asked to call Phyllis
Lisanti at (732) 388-4367. Chapter
members also are asked to remember
donations for the Holy Trinity Food
Pantry, which is very low on supplies.

Westfield YMCA Posts
Wellness Wednesdays
WESTFIELD — The Westfield

Area YMCA has announced Wellness
Wednesdays at the Main Y Facility,
located at 220 Clark Street, Westfield.
Two new ADA-compliant racquet-
ball courts are now open and also will
be available for use on Wellness
Wednesdays with a reservation.

The community additionally can
take advantage of the Y’s land and
water group exercise classes, swim
assessments, open gym and swim
times as well as the fitness facilities,
free of charge, every Wednesday be-
tween November 28 and December
19. Valid identification is required.

To learn more about Westfield Area
YMCA programs, visit
westfieldynj.org. Financial assistance
is available for those who qualify.

Hadassah to Present
Hanukkah Program

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Chapter of Hadassah will hold its next
meeting and luncheon on Monday,
December 10, at noon, in Geifer Sacks
Hall of Temple Emanu-El. The com-
munity is invited to attend. Reserva-
tions are required and the fee is $20.

A musical event celebrating Ha-
nukkah, with Adele Shafman on the
piano, will be the featured program.
Temple Emanu-El is located at 756
East Broad Street, Westfield. Inter-
ested persons are asked to call (908)
654-5508.

GINGERBREAD JOY...Santa and Mrs. Claus and the Gingerbread Man will
welcome guests to the Family Gingerbread Open House that will take place at the
historic Deacon Andrew Hetfield House on Sunday, December 9, from 1 to 4 p.m.,
in Mountainside.

Historic Homes to Be Open
For ‘Gingerbread’ Weekend
MOUNTAINSIDE — The spirit of

the holidays, present and past, will be
celebrated during Gingerbread Open
House events at Mountainside’s his-
toric Levi Cory House and Deacon
Andrew Hetfield House the weekend
of December 8 and 9.

On Saturday, December 8, the
Levi Cory House will be open to
adults for a Grand Opening Wine
and Cheese reception with wine tast-
ing by Stew Leonard’s of Spring-
field, and on Sunday, December 9,
the Hetfield House will be open for
families. During each event, both
houses will be decorated in all their
holiday splendor. The Levi Cory
House will be open throughout the
weekend, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.,
for the Holiday Boutique.

During the adults’ open house on
December 8, from 3 to 5 p.m., there
will be light refreshments including
wine, cheese/crackers, baked goods
and beverages. The event also will
serve as the official Grand Opening
of the Levi Cory House that was
moved to Constitution Plaza five
years ago. The event will kick off at
3 p.m. with a visit from St. Nick.

Guests will enjoy music and plenty
of holiday cheer.

Families with children are welcome
on December 9, from 1 to 4 p.m., to
enjoy many interactive events and
activities. These include gingerbread-
themed ornaments to decorate, mini
holiday arrangements to make, a
guessing contest, mulled apple cider
and baked goods to enjoy, as well as
live music by the Deerfield Middle
School Instrumental Music students
at 1:30 p.m. and Our Lady of Lourdes
Children’s Choir at 2:30 p.m. Santa
and Mrs. Claus will visit the children
and parents are invited to bring their
cameras.

On both days, the Levi Cory House
Holiday Boutique will be open fea-
turing holiday décor items, orna-
ments, jewelry, gifts, crafts and other
curiosities – both new and vintage.

The Levi Cory House and Dea-
con Andrew Hetfield House are lo-
cated at Constitution Plaza
(Watchung Avenue, off Birch Hill
Road) adjacent to the Mountainside
Public Library. For further infor-
mation, call (908) 789-9420 or go
to mountainsidehistory.org.

Menorah Lighting Set
In Garwood Sunday
GARWOOD — The Borough of

Garwood will hold its first Commu-
nity Menorah Lighting event this Sun-
day, December 2, at 4:30 p.m., at
Borough Hall. This free community
event also will include cocoa and
donuts. All are welcome to attend this
celebration of the Festival of Lights.
Borough Hall is located at 403 South
Avenue, Garwood.

LAW OFFICES OF
ROBERT G. STAHL, LLC

MOTOR VEHICLE TICKETS • DWI • DRUGS IN CAR
STATE AND MUNICIPAL CRIMINAL COURT MATTERS -

CALL US TO SPEAK WITH OUR TEAM OF
FORMER PROSECUTORS WHO CAN HELP.

CERTIFIED CRIMINAL TRIAL ATTORNEY

220 St. Paul Street, Westfield, NJ
908.301.9001 • www.stahlesq.com

Westfield Pediatric
Dental Group

Dentistry for Infants, Children
Adolescents, and Special Needs

555 Westfield Avenue, Westfield
www.kidsandsmiles.com

908-232-1231

Julie Jong, D.M.D.
Board Certified

Timothy P. McCabe, D.M.D.
Board Certified

Kelly Walk, D.D.S.
Board Certified

John Chang, D.D.S.
Board Certified

• New Patients Welcome
• Laser Dentistry
• In Office General Anesthesia

Sara Karlin, D.D.S.

Youth Chess Club
Schedules Sessions

SCOTCH PLAINS — Scotch
Plains and Fanwood Library
cardholders ages 10 to 16, or active
members of the United States Chess
Federation, are invited to participate
in the Scotch Plains Public Library’s
very popular chess club. Led by in-
structor Errol Singh, the club will
meet next on Wednesdays, December
5 and 19, from 6 to 7:30 p.m.

Pre-registration is required for the
chess club and is limited to Scotch
Plains and Fanwood cardholders. To
register, go to wonderprep.com/
chess_manager.

Space is limited. For more informa-
tion, call (908) 322-5007, extension
no. 204; e-mail library@scotlib.org,
or stop by the Reference Desk. The
Scotch Plains Public Library is lo-
cated at 1927 Bartle Avenue, one block
from Park Avenue in the center of the
township.

Library Announces Lineup
Of December Friday Films

SCOTCH PLAINS — Members
of the community are invited to the
Scotch Plains Public Library on
Fridays at noon to watch some of
the latest, most popular releases.
The schedule is as follows:

December 7: Crazy Rich Asians
(PG-13, 120 minutes). This contem-
porary romantic comedy, based on a
global bestseller, follows native New
Yorker Rachel Chu to Singapore to
meet her boyfriend’s family.

December 14: BlacKkKlansman
(R, 135 minutes). Ron Stallworth,
an African-American police officer
from Colorado Springs, Colo., suc-
cessfully manages to infiltrate the
local Ku Klux Klan branch with
the help of a Jewish surrogate who
eventually becomes its leader.
Based on actual events.

December 21: Tag (R, 100 min-
utes). A small group of former
classmates organizes an elaborate,
annual game of tag that requires
some to travel all over the country.

December 28: Christopher Robin
(PG, 120 minutes). A working-class
family man, Christopher Robin, en-

counters his childhood friend
Winnie-the-Pooh, who helps him
to rediscover the joys of life.

These events are free and open to
all. Registration is not required. For
more information, visit scotlib.org,
call (908) 322-5007, extension no.
204, or e-mail library@scotlib.org.

The Scotch Plains Public Library
is located at 1927 Bartle Avenue,
one block from Park Avenue in the
center of the township.
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Ketubah Unit Slates
Chanukah Party

AREA — The B’nai B’rith Ketubah
Unit (55-plus) will hold their annual
Chanukah Party on Sunday, Decem-
ber 16, from 1 to 5 p.m., at Fred &
Murry’s Kosher Deli, located at 4345
Highway 9 North (Pond Road Shop-
ping Center) in Freehold.

There will be a full deli meat buffet,
entertainment and a tricky tray auc-
tion. The cost is $34 per person. Non-
member prospective couples and
singles are welcome to come.

Interested persons are asked to
RSVP to Elaine at (908) 232-0062 by
Monday, December 10, to attend or
for more information about the group.

Library Invites Public
To ‘Bagels & Books’
SCOTCH PLAINS — The

Scotch Plains Public Library in-
vites the community to “Bagels &
Books” on Monday, December 10,
at 10 a.m. Participants engage in
an informal chat about books they
have recently enjoyed. Staff will
clue attendees in to new and up-
coming releases. Light refresh-
ments will be served.

Registration is required for this
program. For more information, go to
scotlib.org, e-mail
library@scotlib.org, call (908) 322-
5007, extension no. 204, or stop by
the Reference Desk. The Scotch Plains
Public Library is located at 1927
Bartle Avenue, one block from Park
Avenue in the center of the township.
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