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1958 Y’s Men Report

How Old Is The Christmas Tree
In Westfield, In Your Town?

REPRINT Dec., 2015 – The popu-
larity of the Christmas tree tradition
became widespread in the mid 1800s,
though it dates back as far as the 16th
century in Germany. Folklore also
has referred to it as the Yule-tree.
Today, it remains a wonderful tradi-
tion in this country that stands for
bringing joy of the season to all.

One can count the rings to see how
old these trees were. One can also
measure the trunk diameter and use
the method described below to deter-
mine the approximate tree age. Tree
height is not a good indicator of age.
How old is that tree in your neighbor-
hood, in your yard? According to the
U.S. Forestry Service and other arbo-
retum authorities, the age of a tree can
be estimated without using invasive
means such as cutting it down or
drilling a core sample and counting
the rings. It helps to know the species
of the tree and in what environment it
is living — obvious factors influenc-
ing age determination and affecting
height.

The Forestry Service reports that
tree diameter measured at “breast
height” provides a reliable correla-
tion of tree age. The service has col-
lected mounds of data to draw this
conclusion. Breast height incidentally
is stated as about 54 inches from the
ground, on the upside if there is any
slope. The Forestry Service recom-
mends using a tape measure for the
circumference, then dividing by PI
(3.14) to obtain the diameter.

Forestry.about.com/... says calcu-
late the age of the tree by multiplying
the tree’s diameter by its growth fac-
tor (see below): diameter x growth
factor = approximate tree age.

“...A shagbark hickory’s growth
factor has been determined to be 7.5
and its diameter is 10 inches: 10 inch
diameter x 7.5 growth factor = 75
years. Remember that the growth fac-
tors I provide are more accurate when
taken for forest grown trees,” notes
the website.

Some growth factors (GF) by tree

species: red maple (4.5 GF); silver
maple (3.0 GF); sugar maple (5.0
GF); river birch (3.5 GF); white birch
(5.0 GF); shagbark hickory (7.5 GF);
green ash (4.0 GF); black walnut (4.5
GF); black cherry (5.0 GF); red oak
(4.0 GF); white oak (5.0 GF); pin oak
(3.0 GF); basswood (3.0 GF); Ameri-
can elm (4.0 GF); ironwood (7.0 GF);
cottonwood (2.0 GF); redbud (7.0
GF); dogwood (7.0 GF); aspen (2.0
GF).

Someone or some group planted
the Westfield Christmas tree at the
north-side train station several de-
cades ago. How long ago was that?
Who did it? Seven years ago (in 2008),
with a protractor, tape measure and
trigonometry, we calculated the height
of the tree at about 65 feet (it’s much
taller now). We knew that measuring
the height provides very little corre-
lation with tree age, but we couldn’t
get to the trunk then to measure the
circumference.

Local tree expert Martin Schmiede
then told us that the Westfield tree is
a Norway spruce. He glanced up and
said it’s perhaps 100 years old.

We attempted to measure the
Westfield Christmas tree diameter
then, but it was blocked off in prepa-
ration for the tree lighting ceremony
Sunday night. We also noted that ob-
taining an accurate measurement
would be difficult due to numerous
vines at the tree trunk. A Norway
spruce has a growth factor of 5.

From The Westfield Leader records:
www.goleader.com/12may10/20.pdf;
“Mr. Mannino Brought Tree to WF
Station, WESTFIELD – A part of the
legacy of Vincent Mannino, who died
that week at age 97, is the Christmas
tree that forms the centerpiece of the
north-side Westfield train station
plaza. The tree was taken from the
Rindell home on Mountain Avenue
around 1958. Then approximately 18
feet tall, it was transported by an R.
Mannino & Sons flatbed trailer. It
was a major job to relocate the tree
and, according to Mr. Mannino’s son,

his father’s last words to the tree were
“please grow.” He watered that tree
many, many times for a year. Well,
Mr. Mannino, your tree gift did grow
— to please us all.

An 18-foot-tall Norway spruce has
a bulb of about 13 feet in diameter,
weighs about 2,000 pounds. We
guessed it was perhaps 30 years old.
So circa 1958 plus 33 years, leads one
to believe the Westfield Christmas
tree was born in 1925. Now, 2015
makes it 89. But we must be wrong
about the age since this week we
measured the trunk diameter and per-
formed the age calculations. We also
measured the trunk circumference of
the Christmas tree on the south-side
train station plaza. The data: NS tree
circumference is 97 inches; SS tree
circumference is 71 inches. Calculat-
ing the ages yields an astounding 155
years for the NS tree and 113 years
for the SS tree.

Norway Spruce are hearty, disease
resistant and live for centuries. The
oldest known tree in the world is a
Norway spruce in Sweden believed
to be over 9,000 years old. Amazing,
a seedling five years old is only about
six to eight inches high.

Our next task is to search our ar-
chives (or get help from the public) to
determine who transplanted the
Christmas tree and when on the
Westfield south-side train station
plaza.

If you have a chance in your town,
measure your Christmas tree at breast
height and estimate its age.

“Trees (1913) I Think that I shall
never see A poem lovely as a tree.

A tree whose hungry mouth is prest
Against the sweet earth’s flowing
breast; A tree that looks at God all
day, And lifts her leafy arms to pray;
A tree that may in summer wear A nest
of robins in her hair; Upon whose
bosom snow has lain; Who intimately
lives with rain.

Poems are made by fools like me, But
only God can make a tree.” Joyce Kilmer
(born 1886 in New Brunswick, N.J.).
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DUGHI, HEWIT & DOMALEWSKI

Criminal Defense Matters
State and Municipal Criminal Court

Motor Vehicle Tickets • DWI

Call Brandon Minde, Former Prosecutor

Mention this ad for a complimentary conference

340 North Avenue, Cranford, NJ
(908) 272-0200 • www.dughihewit.com

The Family Law Department of Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski
Presents

Top row standing: Jennifer L. Young, Esq., Catherine A. Manino, Esq.

Bottom row sitting: Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq., Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq. (Chair)

4 Lawyers, 4 Levels of Experience, 4 Hourly Rates

All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce including
custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of assets, alimony, child

support, college costs, prenuptial agreements, mediation, domestic violence,
palimony and post-divorce changes in financial circumstances.

Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski, P.C.
340 North Avenue Cranford, New Jersey 07016

(908) 272-0200
www.dughihewit.com

Mention this ad to receive a complimentary conference

 Lisa M. Black, LLC
223 Elmer Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

908-233-1803
lmb.blacklaw@gmail.com

Specializing in all aspects of Family Law, Adoptions,

Estate Planning, Real Estate Sales and Purchases

Call for a free consultation

The Law Offices Of

Are you loving NJ Transit lately?

Westfield offices for lease:
• Located at 241 North Ave just steps from the train & bus.
• Handicap accessible including elevator and bathrooms.
• Newly renovated, well maintained with owner on-site.

• Several configurations available from a single room to 2,150 square ft.
• Parking available in lot 8, along the train tracks, through the town.

• Situated right next to the post office and close to shops at 608 Sherwood Pkwy.
• One oversized office with shared waiting room and kitchen.

• Great parking! Wonderful quiet location.
• Rent is $1,200 per month.

Mountainside office also available:

 Ask for Susannah or Bob or email Bob@fintax.com

Contact owner at 908-233-7900

Solution can be an office or satellite in
Westfield right at the train & bus station!

Office Space Available in

Westfield & Mountainside

Ethnic Foods
Rahway - St. Thomas the Apostle

Byzantine Catholic Church in Rahway
NJ, will host a Holiday Market and
Craft Sale on Saturday, December 8.
All are invited to shop 9 a.m. 3 p.m.,
with vendor access starting at 7:30
a.m. The Holiday Gift Market is held
in the parish center located at 1407
St.Georges Ave., Rahway. This handi-
cap accessible center can accommo-
date 60 vendors at each market. Ev-
eryone who attends will receive a free
raffle ticket for a drawing of a special
gift card at 1 p.m. The vendors have
gifts for children and adults, as well
as household items, collectibles, toys
and antiques. Their kitchen will be
open for both breakfast and lunch.
The St. Thomas chefs offer home-
made ethnic specialties such as stuffed
cabbage, kielbasa and sauerkraut subs
and pirohi, as well as taylor ham and
egg sandwiches for breakfast. For
information, please call (908) 723-
2015

Useful Information  at
www.goleader.com/help

(Your subscription Renewal Date
and Customer ID are printed on

your mailing label.)

Good Morning
Plainfield - The December calendar

for the Wednesday Morning Club re-
flects the spirit of the holiday season. The
club’s December luncheon will be held at
Giovanna's Restaurant Wednesday, De-
cember 5, at 12:30 p.m. Entertainment
will be provided by the Madrigal Singers,
a singing ensemble from Cranford High
School. They will sing a selection of
favorite holiday songs A capella.

Support Local Journalism

goleader.com/subscribe


