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Legal Newspaper for the County of Union, New Jersey
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State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asm. Jim Kennedy (D)
34 E. Cherry St.
Rahway, N.J. 07065
(732) 943-2660

Asw. Linda Carter (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance (R)
425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 518-7733

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark,
Rahway  and Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
asmkennedy@njleg.org, asmgreen@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (D)
850 Bear Tavern Road, Suite 201, Ewing, N.J. 08628
(609) 883-0026
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]
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Letters to
the Editor

Fight to Save Your Neighborhood,
Preserve The Beauty and Charm

Our town council, mayor and other
elected officials maintain that they
want to preserve the charm and char-
acter of Westfield, yet builders con-
tinue to take advantage of loopholes
in our outdated zoning and subdivi-
sion regulations to squeeze in what
will presumably be more charmless,
cookie-cutter designed homes. New
England Village is the latest victim:
D. Villane Builders is seeking to tear
down a single-family home, subdi-
vide a beautiful, tree-covered lot and
shoehorn in two houses where only
one existed on New England Drive, a
leafy, tree-lined street which has long
served as an extension of Tamaques
Park for the many children, joggers,
parents with strollers and dog walk-
ers who frequent the park. While the
builder claims some of the 48 trees on
the lot will be preserved, past history
suggests otherwise. He built another
house in the neighborhood, on
Dickson Drive, at the entrance to
Tamaques Park. Not one original tree
remains – all were removed. The large

backyard was virtually clear cut,
paved over and fenced. It is indeed
ironic that this builder is currently
being represented by Jim Foerst, who
not only formerly served as a council-
man for the 4th Ward where this
project has been proposed, but was a
long-time member of the planning
board, chairing code review and over-
seeing the creation of the land use
task force and enhancements of the
historic preservation and tree preser-
vation ordinances.

Your neighborhood may similarly
be at risk of teardowns and inappro-
priate subdivisions. Please come out
and support your fellow citizens at
the next planning board meeting,
December 3, 7:30 p.m. in the council
chambers of the municipal building,
425 East Broad Street, as we continue
to fight back to save our neighbor-
hood, and preserve the beauty, charm
and landscape that has always de-
fined Westfield.

Jean Erickson
Westfield

The Iranian Nuclear
Deal

I read with interest Mr. Reich’s
commentary where he states: why
would it [the Israeli Government]
profess solidarity with American
Jews, but take actions that drive the
wedge between it and American Jews
even deeper?

I have a question for Mr. Reich:
Why did American Jews support the
Iranian Nuclear Deal (JCPOA) when
the vast majority of Israeli Jews across
the political spectrum opposed it and
viewed it as an existential threat?

Why were American progressive
Jews silent or their opposition muted
when the United States Government
abstained from a UN Resolution de-
legitimizing Israeli and Jewish claims
to Jerusalem?

I think that his answers to those
questions will provide the answers to
his questions.

Keith Firestone
Westfield

To Be Elected to Office But Another
Thing To Know How To Govern

These are unprecedented times for
the Presidency. All of us should be
very concerned, President Trump calls
ABC, CBS, NBC, and CNN, “The
fake news media” and “the enemy of
the American People.” “Face The Na-
tion” is “Deface the Nation.” The
New York Times is “Failing and Cor-
rupt.”

He says Supreme Court Chief Jus-
tice John Roberts does not know what
he is talking about when he says fed-
eral judges try their best to be impar-
tial. He singles out federal judges
with whose decisions he disagrees
and slams the Ninth Circuit.

He calls outspoken critic Repre-
sentative Adam Schiff “little Adam
Schitt,” former Vice-President Biden
“crazy Joe,” Senator Jeff Flake “Jeff
Flakey,” Senate Minority Leader
Chuck Schumer “Cryin’ Chuck,”
Senator Bernie Sanders “Crazy
Bernie,” and Joe Scarborough
“Psycho Joe” and his co-host Mika
Brzezinski “dumb as a rock.”

He publicly chastises French Presi-
dent Macron, German Chancellor
Merkel, and other NATO leaders!

Never in the long history of the
Presidency have there ever been such
vilification by a President against his
opponents! Perhaps the worst a Presi-
dent said about the judicial branch
was President Jackson’s, “The deci-
sion of the Supreme Court has fell
still born and they find that it cannot
coerce Georgia to yield to its man-
date.” The Court had ruled in Worces-
ter v. Georgia, 31 U.S. 516 (1832),
that the federal government and not
the states has jurisdiction over Ameri-
can Indian affairs.

Not even President Nixon said a
disparaging word about the Supreme
Court after the Supreme Court in

United States v. Nixon, 428 U.S. 683
(1974), ordered him to deliver the
Watergate tapes and other subpoe-
naed material to the Federal District
Court for the District of Columbia.

Nor did President Truman after the
Supreme Court in Youngstown Sheet
and Tube Co. v. Sawyer, 343 U.S. 579
(1952), held he had unconstitution-
ally seized the steel mills of the coun-
try during the Korean War.

FDR failed to “pack” the Supreme
Court with judges favorable to his
New Deal legislation the Court had
been overturning, but he never again
publicly rebuked the Supreme Court.

Presidents must accept criticism,
whatever it may be. Presidents must
know that in our political system de-
mocracy is all about the expression of
different points of view.

In the long time to come after all is
settled what seems of supreme im-
portance today may be a footnote if
that. Yet in the present moment this or
that issue takes on such monumental
importance that perspective, balanced
judgment, and common sense are lost.

To be President is to have to be
temperate in words and actions. To be
President is to accept a free press, an
independent judiciary, and a not al-
ways compliant public.

It is one thing to be elected to the
highest office in the land and another
thing to know how to govern, to lead,
to sense the moods of the day and not
recoil in anger, to treat opponents
with respect and indeed with kind-
ness, to use the gentle word.

“A gentle answer turns away wrath,
but a harsh word stirs up anger.” Prov-
erbs 15:1.

Stephen Schoeman
Westfield

Newspaper Oppression
The free press is now the oppres-

sor. They use their power of the printed
word to shut out any free thought that
is not lock step, which in my opinion
is their fascist agenda. They suffocate
a healthy exchange of ideas which is
the genesis of apathy.

Definition of fascism in this case,
not a government but a newspaper, is
having complete power to suppress
opposite and critical voices. To wit,
the editor of a local newspaper when
in discussion of a certain letter to be
submitted, he argued and then took
punitive action and has since sup-
pressed every letter sent to his publi-
cation. This is what’s happening to-
day where the hero of the common
man has become the common man’s
downfall.

Walter Sosnosky
Kenilworth

My Meeting With Republican Elites
I often wonder what is the stuff that

comprises the mindset of left liberals or
progressives and right conservatives.
Viewing the same facts such as the
Constitution they often times arrive at
opposing conclusions. Is it due to rea-
soning or some negative childhood ex-
perience or simply a matter of genetics
and neurotransmitters which determine
emotions? As a thought experiment
when I’m with a group, I periodically
ask, “What do you think of President
Trump?” The immediate conservative
response is usually characterized by
naughty smiles and beaming eyes, while
the liberal ones with facial expressions
of suffering not uncommonly tinged
with hateful overtones.

With this in mind, I accepted an invi-
tation from the Washington Examiner
to attend a conference at the impressive
Cloisters resort in Georgia at the Sea
Island Political Summit featuring elite
Republican speakers such as Newt
Gingrich, Karl Rove, Steve Forbes and
Ken Starr. The first speaker was Arthur
Brooks, the President of the American
Enterprise Institute, who, in a delight-
ful panoramic presentation, spoke about
the nature of happiness. The energetic
Karl Rove spoke about his new book on
the misunderstood assassinated Presi-
dent McKinley. The remaining speak-
ers addressed the political and social
dynamics of current America: Gingrich
with a typical sweeping analysis; Forbes
on the nature of economics and money
and Starr on his experience investigat-
ing the Clintons as well as current ongo-
ing ones. One highly impressive and
persuasive speaker was Georgia Sena-
tor Perdue the former leader of a For-
tune 500 company. This man deserves
national attention. There were also pan-
els where further additional analyses
and opinions were presented. Then there
were the Gingrich, Rove and Starr book

signings.
Midway during the conference I had

a stubborn, subconscious feeling that I
couldn’t quite bring to mind. We all
have experienced this in our increas-
ingly complicated lives. It finally jumped
to mind while I was having dinner with,
would you believe, two high-level Tai-
wanese government ministers and my
colleague, Patricia Park. Let’s step back
for a moment. The attendees were al-
most equally divided between men and
women averaging slightly above middle-
age territory who, at that period in life,
had encountered many of life’s ups and
downs and learning from them.

What struck me was the predomi-
nance of good humor and total absence
of signs of fierce hostility and hate,
which has now become increasingly
commonplace in our country. None was
encouraging the harassment of Demo-
cratic leaders at restaurants and univer-
sities and of attempting to break down
the door of a frightened mother alone in
her home.

On the long ride home with Patricia
behind the wheel, I had the following
thoughts: generally speaking, the cur-
rent Democrat mindset is substantially
more emotional, hateful and energetic
than the Republican one: for the mo-
ment the former mindset is gathering
steam and the latter is temperamentally
incapable of generating an emotional-
hate strategy of proportionate intensity
as a counter attack.

Then trying to determine over the 14-
hour drive back to Westfield what fun-
damentally drives the two different
mindsets, Pascal’s famous quote was
the closest that I could think of. “Le
coeur a ses raisons que la raison ne
connait point,” or “The heart has rea-
sons that reason knows not.”

Dr. Stephen DeFelice
Westfield

Gala Honorees Remind Us Anew
Of First Responders’ Dedication

Among the greatest assets any community has is
its first responders, those men and women who
faithfully answer the call to protect and serve their
neighbors and visitors to their towns 24 hours a day,
365 days a year. They deserve our kudos year round,
but it seems especially appropriate now, as we re-
flect on events of the waning year, to publicly
acknowledge their collective and incalculable con-
tributions to the overall good of our society.

The Scotch Plains 28th Annual Mayor’s Charity
Gala, taking place on Saturday evening at the
Shackamaxon Country Club, will pay tribute to the
township’s first responders during an evening com-
bining festivities with philanthropy. This year’s Gala
honorees include the members of the Scotch Plains
Police Department, Scotch Plains Fire Department
and the Scotch Plains Rescue Squad.

According to the gala committee, each of these
organizations has chosen to have proceeds benefit
the Scotch Plains Police Foundation, Scotch Plains
Firefighters Association and the Scotch Plains Res-
cue Squad, in support of local volunteer outreach
initiatives. A portion of the funds will go to the
Scotch Plains Municipal Alliance, an organization
that conducts substance-abuse prevention programs
in Scotch Plains and Fanwood. For more informa-
tion on the gala, visit scotchplainsnj.gov.

We laud the committee’s choice to recognize its
emergency responders at this year’s gala, and also
wish to commend these Scotch Plains units and their
counterparts in neighboring municipalities and be-

yond, for their service and their sacrifices. All of
these individuals regularly and willingly face myriad
hazards, including life-threatening circumstances,
in the course of serving the public, whether from
criminal activity or other dangerous human behav-
ior, fire situations, tumultuous weather or various
other factors. Many firefighters and rescue squad
members are volunteers.

Our first responders also collectively strengthen
the fabric of our towns through their presence and
interaction with the public in non-emergency cir-
cumstances. These include police personnel serving
as school resource officers, their involvement in
local PAL programs, participation by all emergency
response divisions in annual “National Night Out”
events, and other activities designed to forge part-
nerships between responders and residents. Such
partnerships enable citizens to become better ac-
quainted with first responders and what they do,
create a rapport between the public and law enforce-
ment that can enhance crime prevention, and help
address other community needs as well.

We encourage our fellow residents to express their
appreciation to our first responders, and to support
these dedicated public servants through whatever
channels they are able, whether it be attendance at
community events like “National Night Out,” through
donations or by becoming a volunteer. We could not
function effectively as communities without our
police, fire and first-aid personnel, and we owe them
a perennial debt of gratitude.

New Jersey Needs Competitive,
Not Gerrymandered, Districts

New Jersey Democrats have held the majorities in
both the State Assembly and the Senate for nearly two
decades, and now it appears the party wants to improve
its odds of doing so again come 2021. That is the first
year under the next reapportionment of the state’s 40
legislative districts, a process held every 10 years fol-
lowing the U.S. Census.

Sen. Tom Kean, Jr., the Republican leader in the upper
chamber, authored an op-ed last week critical of Demo-
crats’ efforts to push through a Constitutional amend-
ment which, he said, favored their party in all future
elections, not just the decade ahead. The measure was
approved by the Senate Budget and Appropriations
Comnittee on Monday by a vote of 8 to 5.

“This proposed constitutional amendment is an inde-
fensible attempt by New Jersey Democrats to prevent
millions of voters from having an opportunity to make a
choice in truly competitive legislative elections,” Mr.
Kean wrote. “Their effort to permanently rig the election
process in their favor was shredded by independent
experts the last time it was considered, and they’re doing
everything possible to prevent the same level of scrutiny
from sinking their shameful plan yet again.”

The Democrats’ grip on the state is growing. They
retook the governor’s office after eight years under a
Republican governor, Chris Christie, and hold 25 of the
40 seats in the Senate and 54 of the 80 seats in the
Assembly, the largest majority Democrats have had in
the Assembly in 40 years. The GOP just took a beating
on Election Day in races for New Jersey’s House of
Representatives seats. Come January, Democrats will

hold 11 of New Jersey’s 12 Congressional seats in
addition to both U.S. Senate seats, resulting in the lowest
number of House seats for the GOP in the Garden State
since the early 1900s when Woodrow Wilson was Presi-
dent. And of course, Democrats have held all nine seats
on the Union County Freeholder board for over 20 years.

In our view, the goal should always be to make our
election process as competitive as possible. There should
be no “safe” seats on either side of the political aisle.
Gerrymandering should be illegal as voters, collec-
tively, should be able to remove an incumbent if they so
choose. Also, why is it virtually impossible for an
independent candidate to win in New Jersey such as
under the Green Party or Libertarian Party? The state’s
June Primary is solely for the two major political parties.

Assemblyman Jon Bramnick, the Republican leader in
the lower chamber, said in a July op-ed that he is propos-
ing amending the state Constitution “to define what a
competitive district is and stop manipulation so the party
in power doesn’t manufacture election results.” His amend-
ment would define a “competitive district” as not favor-
ing a political party “by more than 10 percent.”

“When districts are crafted to give one party the
advantage, it polarizes political parties and people,” Mr.
Bramnick wrote. He noted that over the past nine state
elections going back to 2001, Democrats have picked up
10 seats in the Assembly despite the fact that the state-
wide vote was split 50-50 during this time period.

And the proposed amendment by Democrats requires
that only 25 percent of the 40 legislative districts be
competitive. Why not 75 percent?

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception
of diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Surphul – To bathe with medicated

water
2. Peccadillo – A petty fault or minor

offense
3. Idoneous – Suitable; proper
4. Tormina – Severe gripping pains in

the bowels

IMPALPABLE
1. That which cannot be felt
2. Not subject to corruption
3. Motionless; inert
4. Of little or no consequence

SICCATIVE
1. Slow-moving; sluggish
2. Disgraceful; cheap
3. Snarly; tangled
4. Causing to dry

PUNGAR
1. A horsefly
2. A crab
3. Literary works
4. A fencing master

SALTO
1. In music, a skip
2. Muscular power
3. Very small amount; a pinch
4. With great speed

Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey

(908) 527-4200
Ed Oatman, Mgr., eoatman@ucnj.org

Sergio Granados, chair
sgranados@ucnj.org

Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
(908) 527-4419
sdelia@ucnj.org

SPEAKING UP


