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opers also are welcome to work with
any private property owner as they
formulate their plans.

After the meeting, Mr. Strowe told
The Times he thought it went well and
said it was “important for us to lay out
our vision and what we’re expecting.

“It’s a complex project,” he said,
“and we have to make sure we get this
right.”
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Downtown

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
RUNNING FOR COLIN...Runners complete the 5K course for Friday’s Friends
of Colin Turkey Trot in Unami Park, Cranford. The event is dedicated to Colin
Maher and raises funds for the fight against Ewing’s sarcoma. Colin passed
away of the pediatric bone cancer at the age of 16.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
IN MEMORY OF COLIN...A raffle was held as part of Friday’s Friends of Colin
Turkey Trot in Unami Park, Cranford. The  event is dedicated to Colin Maher and
raises funds for the fight against Ewing’s sarcoma. Colin passed away of the
pediatric bone cancer at the age of 16.
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Historic
for the town to seek the park’s historic
designation. The application is 43
pages now, roughly. However, the
grant-funding opportunities are well
worth it,” Ms. Burslem said.

Tensions Mount Over
Cranford Reimagining Plan

By ROBYN ORR-GIOFFRE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD — Tensions rose
quickly at Monday’s board of educa-
tion (BOE) meeting when the discus-
sion turned to the Reimagining plan
that has been proposed by Superin-
tendent Scott Rubin, Ed.D., and the
Cranford BOE.

Tom Byrne, a resident and parent to
two school-age children, stood to ad-
dress the board in relation to campaign
contributions by Leadership for Edu-
cational Equity in the amount of
$6,543.17 made during what Mr. Byrne
described as a “pivotal school-board
race” in 2016, from what he called “a
national interest specialty group.”

“What is the quid pro quo for this
donation and support from a national
special-interest group in our little town
of Cranford, New Jersey?” Mr. Byrne
asked the board.

“What is the board now beholden
to when as we think about this
Reimagining plan?” and “are our tax
dollars supporting the agenda of a
D.C. special-interest group so that a
campaign promise may be made good
upon?” Mr. Byrne further inquired.

Board member Nicole Sherrin
Kessler acknowledged that she was
the board member who received the
contribution from the Leadership for
Educational Equity.

Ms. Kessler expressed gratitude for
the opportunity to address the issue.
She acknowledged her connection
with Teach America as both an alumna
and teacher, and further commented
that she was honored to earn an award
as National Teacher of the Year in her
role as a teacher for Teach America.

Ms. Kessler went on to relay infor-
mation about an extensive career in
education and told Mr. Byrne, “with
each and every role, equity and doing
right by every single one of those
students has been at the heart of what
I am about.”

“There were no promises made,”
Ms. Kessler assured Mr. Byrne, and
further commented that she was se-
lected for this “grant” because of the
work she has done with children. She
told her audience she was “very

proud” she had been given the honor
of receiving this grant.

Referring to the Reimagining plan,
Board Vice-President Lisa Carbone
reminded the audience “this board
cannot make a decision without the
community.”

Board member Patrick Lynch com-
mented that “times change; we need
to evaluate what’s the best for the
town and the children.”

Cranford resident Bill Lapenta ad-
dressed the board with concerns about
the Reimagining plan and expressed
frustration over not having a “de-
tailed document” of the plan avail-
able for public viewing.

“We have that information in pre-
liminary form,” Superintendent Rubin
assured Mr. Lapenta. Mr. Rubin fur-
ther commented, “We need to have
the conversation with the community
to move forward.”

Superintendent Rubin made clear
the demographer’s report will be
available on Tuesday, December 11,
for public review and will be openly
discussed at the Monday, December
17, public meeting to be held at 7 p.m.
at Cranford High School.

Cranford resident Christopher
Acosta addressed the board with data
collected from a survey of 422 resi-
dents of Cranford about the
Reimagining proposal and the Octo-
ber 30 meeting.

In a quick overview, Mr. Acosta
found that many people in Cranford
who were unhappy with the proposal
found the bussing situation, traffic
and the breaking up of the neighbor-
hood environment to be top reasons
for discontentment.

Mr. Acosta will give a more de-
tailed presentation of his findings at a
future board meeting.

The next regular board meeting is
scheduled for Monday, December 10.

Discussions about the Cranford
Reimagining proposal continue with
individual school meetings on De-
cember 6 at Bloomingdale Avenue
School and December 13 at Hillside
Avenue School, both at 7 p.m. The
December 4 meeting planned at the
high school has been canceled.

DWC Discusses Holiday
Events, Addams Tavern

By DOMINIC A. LAGANO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — The Downtown
Westfield Corporation (DWC), man-
agement entity of the Special Im-
provement District (SID), held its
final board of directors’ meeting of
2018 on Monday night.

Sherry Cronin, executive director
of the DWC, reported on the “Wel-
come Home to Westfield” events that
occurred over this past weekend.

Last Friday and Saturday, shoppers
were treated to free parking in the
downtown area on “Black Friday”
and “Small Business Saturday,” au-
thorized by the Town of Westfield.

“We like to say, if you love
Westfield, shop small, dine small,
shop Westfield,” stated Ms. Cronin.
“Whether it is supporting the small
independents or the national stores
that we call our own in downtown, it’s
important to remind people to sup-
port downtown.”

Ms. Cronin also noted that free
parking will return to the downtown
area from Saturday, December 15, to
Tuesday, January 1, 2019, so as to
encourage holiday shopping locally.

Also this past weekend the
Westfield community was invited to
take photos with Santa and Mrs. Claus,
which was sponsored jointly by the
DWC and Lord & Taylor. Over the
course of the weekend, more than
450 families took advantage of the
occasion.

After additional photos with fami-
lies on Sunday, Santa and Mrs. Claus
were transported to the North Avenue
train station via fire truck to oversee
the town’s annual tree lighting.

According to Ms. Cronin, the holi-
day tree lighting is a Westfield tradi-
tion dating from at least 1974. “It’s
really well received and people come
from all over for the events,” she said.

As in the past, the DWC has spon-
sored several music groups and car-
olers who entertain residents in the
downtown area on Thursday evenings,

Saturday afternoons and Sunday af-
ternoons during the month of Decem-
ber. A full schedule may be found on
the DWC’s website, located at
WestfieldToday.com.

Ms. Cronin also promoted the
Miracle on Elm Street contest. “Busi-
nesses just need to encourage their
customers to enter the contest. We
drop off cards to all the businesses
and have a drawing every week for
six $50 gift cards.”

In other news, the board discussed
the recent revelation that the Addams
Tavern Restaurant is on track to re-
open this December. Opened in No-
vember 2016, the restaurant was
known for its “farm-to-table” cuisine
and its extensive wine list.

The building’s landlord filed two
lawsuits regarding the irregular con-
struction of the restaurant, the second
of which was filed against Harvest
Restaurant Group, LLC (owners of
Addams Tavern) and the Town of
Westfield for not adequately respond-
ing to the original lawsuit.

As a result of the lawsuit, the res-
taurant was closed in December 2017
to address the issues and has remained
closed since that time. Ms. Cronin
stated that renovations have been
ongoing in the past year and noted the
workers were “moving furniture into
the space today (Monday).

“Our understanding is that the last
inspection is scheduled to take place
on December 5. Provided everything
goes as planned, the reopening should
be shortly thereafter,” stated Ms.
Cronin. “It will be great to see the
space reactivated as it draws many
people to Downtown Westfield. It
has been sorely missed in the last year
since it was closed. Because it was a
destination, it is great for neighboring
businesses, too.”

The DWC’s next board of direc-
tors’ meeting, open to the public, is
scheduled for Monday, January 28, at
7:30 p.m. The DWC office is located
at 105 Elm Street.

Cranford Files Action to
Negotiate Afford. Housing

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD — In an attempt to
negotiate the township obligation for
affordable housing with the Fair Share
Housing Center (FSHC), on Novem-
ber 20, the township’s affordable-
housing attorney, Jeffrey Surenian and
Associates, filed a declaratory judg-
ment action on behalf of the town-
ship. The township is seeking to ex-
tend immunity from builder’s rem-
edy lawsuits past December 31, 2018,
the date the courts had set for the
township to satisfy its affordable hous-
ing, so that it may enter into a settle-
ment with FSHC. Surenian has re-
quested ta hearing at the Union County
Courthouse on Friday, December 7.

Once settled, the township would
have immunity from a builder’s rem-
edy lawsuit through July 1, 2025.

The affordable-housing obliga-
tions for Round 3 shows the town-
ship is seeking 147 affordable units,
while the Fair Share Housing Center
is arguing that the township needs to
provide 994, while the Mercer
County decision yields 440 afford-
able units. The township will seek a
Vacant Land Adjustment to the Mer-
cer County decision, the complaint
reads.

In the record, which can be seen at
www.cranfordnj.org, the township has
outlaid how it would propose to sat-
isfy its prior round and third round
affordable housing obligations. The
township’s planner, Harbor Consult-
ants, has proposed to create an over-
lay zone along the North Avenue and
South Avenue corridors, a redevelop-
ment zone along portions of North
Avenue East, Springfield Avenue and
North Union Avenue, as well as des-
ignating group homes, setting aside
affordable units in upcoming resi-
dential properties planned and the
current planning board application
for 750 Walnut Avenue where owner
Hartz Mountain Industries LLC is
seeking to rezone to make way for
905 apartments.

The township has an 85-unit reha-
bilitation obligation, the records
reads, and the township attests in the
record that in over a year it has not
received applications from eligible
applicants, but will continue to ad-
vertise the program.

Bonus credits for apartment com-
plexes Riverfront Station and
Woodmont along South Avenue and
the SERV group home are included.
“The township will shuffle and redis-
tribute the affordable units in order to
capitalize on up to 37 eligible bonus
credits based on the prior round obli-
gation of 148,” the record states. The
record asserts this move “satisfies its
37-unit rental obligation.”

COAH’s (Council on Affordable
Housing) Round 2 regulations permit
up to a total of 25 percent of the new
construction obligation to be satis-
fied with age-restricted housing, the
record states. “Therefore, the town-
ship is eligible for 25 percent of 148,
or 37 age-restricted housing units, to
be towards the prior round. The town-
ship is applying 37 age-restricted units
from the constructed and occupied
Lincoln Apartments project to the
prior round, completing the maxi-
mum allowed age-restricted units,”
the record states.

The planned developments include
310 Centennial Avenue, a project
bringing in 41.67 units/acre, with an
Realistic Development Potential
(RDP) of four units set aside. How-
ever, the owner had filed a lawsuit
saying its Cranford zoning board ap-
proval did not stipulate an afford-
able-housing component and so the
township settled out of court where
the owner is to provide two afford-
able units; 750 Walnut Avenue, at 10
units per acre, with 41 affordable
units set aside; 109 Walnut Avenue,
at 50 units per acre, with five afford-
able units set-aside; 24 South Av-
enue West, which has been put on the
market for sale, at 20 units per acre,
with three affordable units set aside;
five existing sites that are group

homes or special needs homes that
total 19 bedrooms; plus, the pro-
posed North Avenue redevelopment
area that includes the municipal park-
ing lot on North Union Avenue and
Springfield Avenue, and properties
along the northerly section of North
Avenue between Springfield Avenue
up to 27 North Avenue East, a town-
ship-owned property. Private prop-
erties there include the Cranford Pet
Vet, the gas station on the corner of
Springfield Avenue and North Av-
enue, and Tuck Sing Continental
properties at 39-43 North Avenue
East. The plan allocates 30 units per
acre, with eight affordable units set
aside.

“It is the township’s intention to
use the redevelopment process to
coordinate a public/private partner-
ship that will result in a mixed-use
inclusionary project, which includes
a municipal parking component, ad-
dresses downtown flooding concerns
and is designed at a scale and density
that is consistent with Cranford’s con-
tinued efforts to revitalize its down-
town,” the record states.

Furthermore, “Due to the diverse
ownership of the parcels within the
proposed redevelopment area, in the
event that the township is unable to
implement the preferred mixed-use
inclusionary redevelopment project,
the township is committed to utiliz-
ing its own properties within the pro-
posed North Avenue redevelopment
area to construct a 100 percent af-
fordable project in order to satisfy the
RDP generated by the area,” the record
states.

The township is basing its afford-
able housing set aside of 41 afford-
able units for 750 Walnut Avenue on
the removal of 10 acres from 30.5
acre site to be used by PSE&G, which
stated earlier this year desires to
purchase 10 to 12 of the 30.5 acres at
750 Walnut Avenue to place an elec-
tric station necessary to address ag-
ing electric infrastructure in the vi-
cinity to ensure continued reliable
service for all residents. The town-
ship also states in the record that
should Hartz fail to negotiate with
PSE&G than the township has “the
power to condemn to protect the
interests of the citizens in the PSE&G
service area.”

In addition to the above, the town-
ship notes that it is being asked to
accept an additional RDP of 20 units
to make up for the shortfall gener-
ated by the Birchwood site being
developed at a lower density. The
addition of these 20 units increases
the township’s RDP to 105 units.
The Court has scheduled oral argu-
ment for this Friday, November 30
on the issues associated with rental
bonuses at which time the Court will
make a determination of whether the
township must increase the RDP by
20.

Harbor Consultants has also pro-
posed a North and South Avenue over-
lay zone to provide an additional 1,439
total units that would include a 20
percent affordable housing compo-
nent, equating to 287 affordable hous-
ing units.

Resident Rita LaBrutto said in
response to the overlay zone pro-
posed, “I do believe that the overlay
zones where they abut residential
property should be relooked at.”
She is not in favor of the idea of
apartment complexes being erect-
ing in the backyards of single-fam-
ily homes.

Ms. La Brutto also said that 310
Centennial is “a 20-unit risk to the
school system.” She said the
township’s settlement on two afford-
able units is under the 15 percent per
the township ordinance with a high-
density project and that the township
also lost the bonus credit of a two-
family house it could have received
with a project of that density.

do” and, instead, left the matter to
courts to decide. Calling it “an em-
barrassment,” she said lawmakers
“should be ashamed of themselves”
and called on taxpaying residents to
“express our displeasure to Trenton.”
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ferent views,” while agreeing with
Ms. O’Connor that retail marijuana
belongs in a public forum, and one
that would benefit from the expertise
from impacted community members.

During the public comment portion
of the meeting, Cranford resident Bar-
bara Krause urged Cranford officials
not to wait for New Jersey’s final ver-
dict on legalizing marijuana, but ad-
vocated following suit with other mu-
nicipalities and rejecting retail mari-
juana. “They didn’t wait to see what
the state did; why should we? Mari-
juana does not have a redeeming value;
it’s not worth the negatives.”

Also on the agenda was the Cran-
ford Police Department’s potential
adoption of body-worn cameras. An
initiative from Acting Union County
Prosecutor Michael Monahan calls
for outfitting the remaining depart-
ments in Union County, including
Cranford, with body-worn cameras
funded with seizure money. The
funds would cover “each agency’s
first year’s incurring cost,” accord-
ing to Police Chief Ryan Greco.

Following a national trend where
body-worn cameras are seen as a
vital part of law enforcement, the
county hopes to use money taken
from the property of criminals to
bring police departments in Union
County on par with other depart-
ments in the country where body-
worn cameras are seen as key to
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Marijuana Legalization
policing and prosecution.

Currently, Cranford is one of five
police departments in Union County
which has not adopted the use of
body-worn cameras. The others are
Westfield, Union, Hillside and
Winfield Park.

“We as a police department are in
no way, shape or form resistant to
body cameras. I would not want us to
be the last in Union County to get
these,” Chief Greco said.

The Union County prosecutor’s
offer of seizure monies to purchase
the body-worn cameras and their first
year’s storage expires December 31,
2018, thus requiring the police de-
partment to come up with an addi-
tional $19,000 to cover the cost of
maintenance and storage outside the
first year of the program.

With the December deadline ap-
proaching, the township committee
is looking for the additional funds
for the body-worn cameras.

Garwood Not to Pursue
Non-Sanctuary Resolution
By MICHAEL BONACCORSO

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD – After public discus-
sion and input from Garwood Police
Chief James Wright and public com-
mentary, the borough council decided
not to move forward with proposing a
similar resolution or following Jack-
son Township’s resolution, which
would declare Garwood a non-sanc-
tuary city. Councilwoman Ileen
Cuccaro stated she had provided a
copy of Jackson Township’s resolu-
tion for council members to review,
allowing a subsequent resolution to
be crafted pertaining to Garwood.

Chief Wright said proposing a reso-
lution supporting Garwood as a sanc-
tuary city or a resolution declaring
Garwood a non-sanctuary city “would
not effect how our jobs are per-
formed.” The borough’s police de-
partment strictly adheres to policy
and procedures set forth by the Union
County Prosecutor’s Office and the
New Jersey Attorney General’s Of-
fice, stated Chief Wright.

Councilman-elect Michael Ince
said Garwood as a municipality and
even the state’s status as a “sanctuary
state” or city does not impede nor
limit the federal government’s en-
forcement of federal law. Mr. Ince
defined a sanctuary city as a “local
government refusing to assist the fed-
eral authorities in their enforcement
of immigration policy.”

“If Immigration Customs Enforce-
ment (ICE) wants to enforce immi-
gration law in Garwood, or any state
or community, it can. Federal en-
forcement does not have to ask for
permission or assistance to enforce
federal law, although they often re-
quest it,” he said.

Mr. Ince said a sanctuary city
status could put police at odds with
federal authorities. “This is not
something we want to see,” he said.

The federal government has the
“power of purse” and could cut fund-
ing to any state or local government
“refusing to adhere to federal law,”
Mr. Ince stated.

Although it has been proposed
for legislation, New Jersey has not
been approved as a “sanctuary state”
by the State Legislature, Mr. Ince
said.

“Personally, I have my doubts
(New Jersey becomes a sanctuary
state), especially as it relates to fed-
eral funding,” Mr. Ince said.

Councilwoman Stephanie Bianco
said she would not support a resolu-
tion declaring Garwood a “non-
sanctuary city” after discussing the
resolution with Chief Wright.

Ms. Bianco said Chief Wright’s
discussion about how the resolu-
tion would not change actual polic-
ing procedures, but would be merely
“symbolic,” changed her opinion
on the need for the resolution.

In other business, Councilman Ri-
chard McCormick stated that the New
Jersey legislation legalizing recre-
ational marijuana throughout the state
as well as within the borough would
have negative impacts on “the youth”

and “non-users.”
“A tax form? This is what this has

come to? Is that what life is about?”
said Mr. McCormick, criticizing the
state’s need for continuous revenue
described as “never enough.”

“I was 17 once, too. This is on the
record. I tried marijuana,” Mr.
McCormick stated. “For many of my
friends, it was never enough. I watched
my friends continue and constantly
seek the next big high (different
drugs),” Mr. McCormick said.

Mr. McCormick said he wonders
how state legislators “can sleep at
night” knowing a “stoned or high
driver” will kill an innocent person,
acknowledging alcohol and driving
does not mix well with protecting
innocent drivers and neither will drugs
and driving when considering the in-
nocent pedestrians. He said his views
on recreational marijuana were the
views of a concerned councilman,
grandfather and father.

In a separate discussion, Steven
Blaufeder, chairman of the Garwood
Republican Party, questioned “why
there is no longer a nativity scene
outside municipal hall” on display
during the holiday season.

“I’m Jewish. This is not an anti-
Semitic rant. I don’t feel it is right to
have a menorah, but not a nativity
scene,” Mr. Blaufeder said.

Borough Attorney Bob Renaud
stated that, “many years ago, the
United States Supreme Court ruled
a Christmas tree and the menorah
are not religious symbols.” Mr.
Renaud said, in his opinion and from
his religion studies, the “Christmas
tree was originally a religious sym-
bol.”

Mr. Blaufeder stated that “there
is a blessing involved when lighting
the menorah,” solidifying the
menorah as a religious symbol.

Councilwoman Cuccaro said she
is for “freedom of religion, not free-
dom from religion.” Ms. Cuccaro
said she supports both a menorah
and a nativity scene.

Councilwoman Jennifer
Blumenstock said Mayor Charles
Lombardo had decided not to dis-
play the nativity scene based on
observing “lawsuits involving other
municipalities.” Mayor Lombardo
decided to adhere to court rulings,
opting to display “secular” decora-
tions (non-religious symbols) dur-
ing the holiday season, Ms.
Blumenstock said.

Mayor Lombardo was not present
at Tuesday’s meeting.

Garwood’s Police Benevolent As-
sociation Local 117 participated in
“No-Shave November” with a goal
to raise $2,500 for cancer research.
The department raised more than
“$4,000 for a cure,” stated Council-
woman Bianco in her police depart-
ment subcommittee report.

The department will host a
“Double-Down December” cam-
paign. The community can partici-
pate by visiting the Garwood Police
Department Local 117 home page
at noshave.org, stated Ms. Bianco.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
HO, HO, HO...Santa and Mrs. Claus greet the crowd prior to the lighting of the
Westfield Christmas tree on Sunday night.


