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Sherrie Natko Team

Sherrie Natko 
Broker Associate

C. 908.303.8133

Michele Miller 
Sales Associate

C. 908.346.2406

Congratulations 
to the Top Team 
of the Month!

CHRISTMAS TREE SALE...Westfield Area Y Men’s Club members and
volunteers unload trees from a truck for this year’s sale. The club has held its
annual Christmas Tree Sale at the Elm Street field since 1953. All proceeds are
donated to local charities and non-profit organizations. The event is run by
club members from Westfield, Scotch Plains, Mountainside and Cranford,
along with many volunteers from area organizations and local youth. Trees are
on sale now through Saturday, December 22, or until trees run out. Lot hours
are 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. Saturday and Sunday, and 5 to 9 p.m. Monday through
Friday.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
HAPPY HOLIDAYS...The holiday season is underway, and workers in Scotch Plains recently put up holiday lights on Park
Avenue. The township will welcome residents and visitors to its Hometown Holiday Celebration this Sunday, December 2,
between 2 and 5 p.m.

MITZVAH CLOWNS...Seventh graders from Congregation Beth Israel in Scotch
Plains perform in a Mitzvah Clown troupe to entertain residents of The Chelsea
at Fanwood, an assisted-living community, on November 18. The students had
been trained as Mitzvah Clowns (clowns who perform good deeds or “mitzvahs”)
at the synagogue on October 28. At the training session, the students learned how
to make balloon animals, choreographed a dance, and were taught how to interact
respectfully with the elderly in preparation for their visit to The Chelsea.

Builders Briefed on Scotch Plains
Downtown Redevelopment Plans

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Township
redevelopment officials told a group
of developers last week that the down-
town redevelopment plan endorsed
two months ago by the township coun-
cil is flexible and that they are open to
suggestions and recommendations as
long as they meet the plan’s overall
goals and objectives.

At the November 20 meeting to
brief interested developers on the
plans to redevelop 8.2 acres of public
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properties in the downtown business
district, Mayor Alexander Smith said
there was “a lot of interest in what’s
going on” with what he described as
a “complex and bold” plan, and rede-
velopment coordinator Thomas
Strowe told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times that developers from
as far away as California, Ohio and
Florida have contacted him to ex-
press interest in the project.

The plan centers on the township-
owned properties where the munici-
pal building, the firehouse and the
library are located, as well as the
parking lots adjacent to the municipal
building and library, behind the stores
that front Park Avenue and the park-
ing lot behind the row of businesses
on East Second Street adjacent to the
CVS drug store.

Redevelopment will result in about
48,000 square feet of new retail and
office space, more than 1,400 new
parking spots and 177 new housing
units, 35 of which will be set aside as
affordable-housing units.

Requests-for-Qualifications and
Requests-for-Proposals were issued
last month, and developers have until
February 1 to submit formal propos-
als for the four properties slated for
redevelopment. Mr. Strowe told the
dozen developers present at last
week’s meeting that there is “so much

flexibility” in the redevelopment plan
and said that, “we’re open to any-
thing” developers may submit. While
the thinking at the moment is to keep
the Park Avenue municipal building
and its administrative functions in
place, Mr. Strowe told the assembled
group that, “if you’ve got a better idea
for it, we’ll be happy to listen.”

He said developers needed to in-
clude plans in their submissions for
relocating the police and fire depart-
ments out of the downtown and build-
ing a new library. He also showed a
concept sketch depicting a possible
new headquarters for the police and
fire departments on Plainfield Av-
enue across from the public works
facility. Developers will be required
to make a financial contribution to-
ward building the new headquarters
and the new library.

Planner Michael Mistretta of Har-
bor Consultants, which is advising
the township on redevelopment mat-
ters, said last week that the concept
sketches for the redevelopment of the
four properties is “not the only vi-
sion” and that the township is open to
developers’ suggestions and recom-
mendations as long as they meet the
objectives and goals set out in the
redevelopment plan. Redevelopment
attorney Jeff Lehrer added that devel-

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
CHRISTMAS SEASON TUNES...The Westfield Community Band performs at
Sunday night’s Westfield Christmas Tree lighting ceremony held downtown.

Scotch Plains Planning Board
OKs Plan for Parker Gardens
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By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The plan-
ning board on Monday endorsed a
redevelopment plan for the former
Parker Gardens property on Terrill
Road, a move that will eventually
lead to the site’s development into a
large housing complex.

At a public hearing, professional
planner Michael Mistretta of Harbor
Consultants, which is advising the
board on affordable-housing matters,
reviewed the plans for the 13.5-acre
property, which will include five apart-
ment buildings containing 181 units

and seven townhouses with 47 units.
In accordance with the township’s
affordable-housing settlement, 34 of
the units at the site will be tagged as
affordable.

Mr. Mistretta said the original plans
for the property were scaled back,
with the originally-planned 352 total
units now amounting to 228 units.
The seven apartment buildings with
270 units have been scaled back, as
have the planned 12 townhouses with
82 units. The initially-planned 580
parking spaces have been reduced to
476 spaces.

A 2.5-acre wedge of property adja-

cent to the Terrill Middle School prop-
erty will be remediated by the devel-
oper and then turned over to the town-
ship as green space and use as soccer
and ball fields. A third of an acre of
property across the right-of-way at
the rear of the Parker property also
will be turned over to the township by
the developer.

The conceptual plans shown on
Monday — which included building
heights and dimensions, exterior de-
sign and parking details — depicted
two rows of townhouses situated at
the front of the property along Terrill
Road.

“We’re trying to maintain the resi-
dential character” of Scotch Plains,
Mr. Mistretta explained, saying it was
“important to have a buffer” at the
front of the property to avoid the
appearance of just a “massive apart-
ment complex” from Terrill Road.
The five apartment buildings will be
located behind the townhouses along
the northern, southern and eastern
perimeters of the property. A club-
house, swimming pool and 30,000
square feet of green space will be in
the center of the property.

Two of the apartment buildings will
be four stories high and the other
three will be three stories high. All the
townhouses will be two-bedroom
units.

The township council will hold a
public hearing at its Tuesday, Decem-
ber 11 meeting and then vote to en-
dorse the redevelopment plan, after
which the developer will be able to
submit formal site plans to the plan-
ning board and then begin construc-
tion.

Prior to the board’s vote to endorse
the plan, Chairwoman Paulette
Coronato, addressing the affordable-
housing issue, said it was “truly a
shame” that state legislators “have
not done what they’re supposed to

Town to Send Out Mailing to
Potential Historic Homes
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By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – The Historic Pres-
ervation Commission (HPC) will be-
gin a targeted mailing in January to
homeowners whose homes can be
designated as historic, stated HPC
Chairwoman Kelley Kessler at the
commission’s meeting on Monday.
Ms. Kessler stated that the mailing is
meant to engage the homeowner to
understand the benefits historic pres-
ervation brings from a homeowner-
financial perspective alongside his-
toric preservation’s role in the “town
master housing plan.”

The mailing will describe what a
historic preservation designation en-
tails, the attainment process, and why
historic preservation is important,
stated Ms. Kessler.

Starting in January and throughout
the new year, the HPC will hold a
“speaker series” featuring architect
Greg Blasi discussing historic pres-
ervation including building materi-
als, preservation methods, and how
historic preservation can be assured
during the building process.

In addition, the “speaker series”
will include an “unnamed real-estate
market specialist” to explain the fi-
nancial incentives for a homeowner
to have his or her home “historically
designated,” Ms. Kessler said.

During its business agenda, the
commission approved a resolution
designating Robert L. Newell’s and
Pamela R. Newell’s home at 603 Clark
Street as historic. The home is a two-
bay wide, and two-and-one-half-story,
Queen Anne-style house with a front
gable roof.

Historic architect Margaret A.
Hickey reviewed a report prepared
by her firm describing the site loca-
tion and boundaries as consistent with
the criteria set forth in Westfield’s
historic-preservation ordinance.

 “The home is a fine example of the
half-timbered variety of the Queen
Anne style, exhibiting many charac-
teristics features and finishes,” said
Ms. Hickey during a public hearing in
October.

Ms. Hickey identified notable “his-
toric features consistent with the
Queen Anne architectural style.”

Noted historical architectural fea-
tures are “a simple door and window
surrounds, projecting peak gables,
grouped windows, heavy turned wood
posts with solid spandrels at the porch,
an asymmetrical façade with a one-
story full-width porch that wraps to
one side, and a dominant front facing
gable with a shorter stacked gable
projection,” said Ms. Hickey during
her October testimony.

The Newells’ home is the third to
receive a historic designation in re-
cent months, stated Ms. Kessler.

In other business, resident Deborah
Burslem said for six years she has
asked various HPC members and town
council members to fill out an appli-
cation allowing Mindowaskin Park
be designated as a state- or federally-
recognized park. Ms. Burslem said
the designation would allow her to
apply for funding grants to upkeep or
improve the park.

“Ms. Burslem, though it may be
frustrating after six years of requests
and discussions, could you please
describe your request in writing so
the HPC can officially review it and
escalate the request to council?,” said
HPC Commissioner Doug Stokes.

Ms. Burslem said she would put
something in writing that the town
council, the HPC and town planner to
review so a decision could be made to
begin the “historic park application
process.”

“I know the application was 14
pages when I initially began asking
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Cranford Discusses
Legalized Marijuana

By JESSE WINTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD — During the town-
ship committee workshop meeting
Monday night, the committee dis-
cussed the prospect of legalized mari-
juana in New Jersey, and the poten-
tial impact of retail marijuana in
Cranford.

“It’s a topic that deserves a public
forum,” Commissioner Mary
O’Connor said. “I don’t think it’s a
decision that the five people here
[the committee] can make.”

After discussing the prospect of
legal marijuana with other local gov-
ernment officials, including differ-
ent mayors throughout New Jersey,
Commissioner O’Connor said she
believes the issue is best addressed
through a community committee or
panel comprised of representatives
of different groups throughout Cran-
ford.

Ms. O’Connor recommended
members of the community, includ-
ing the board of education, the Cran-
ford Clergy Council and the Cran-
ford Municipal Alliance Commit-
tee, along with residents, form the
panel.

She also emphasized the impor-

tance of approaching the issue ob-
jectively.

“You need people familiar with
the law enforcement end, the first
responders’ end, with not just anec-
dotal things to say, but who can back
up their findings with facts,” she
said. “My recommendation is we go
forward with the panel and look at it
through the prism of Cranford and
what’s going to work for us.”

Ms. O’Connor set an end of Janu-
ary date as a proposed time frame.
However, Deputy Mayor Ann Dooley
disagreed with the committee ap-
proach.

“I think it’s a planning board re-
view,” Ms. Dooley said, stating that
all the topics discussed by a commit-
tee would be better served using the
same “categories of people,” but
through Cranford’s public access
channel 35.

Ms. Dooley went on to express
additional reservations regarding the
proposed committee, citing a
committee’s tendency to become
overly politicized.

She believes using the planning
board as a way to approach the issue
of retail marijuana would offer “dif-

Happy Hanukkah 2018


