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New To Garwood Bd. of Ed.,
Maureen Scepkowski Thanks Voters
I would like to thank all those

who exercised their right to vote
and supported my candidacy for
the Garwood Board of Education.
I plan to spend the next few
weeks listening and learning as I
prepare for this position. I will
solicit feedback from the com-
munity to identify and address
concerns, support increased com-
munication, and work toward
creating enriching opportunities
for teachers and students alike. I
look forward to working with all
stakeholders to promote aca-
demic excellence and increase
student achievement and teacher
development in all areas.

In my candidate statement, I
shared with you my belief that
exceptional teachers are the key
to an outstanding school and an
excellent school system is the

foundation of a strong commu-
nity. For me, there is no greater
privilege than being a part of
developing a bright future for the
children of Garwood. I deeply
appreciate your support and I
will do my best to serve our
community well.

Maureen Scepkowski
Garwood

As Your Mayor, I Will Represent All
Of Garwood, Thank You, Voters!

I am so truly honored and
humbled by all the support for
Michael Ince, Sean Benoit, and
myself on Election Day. We
started this journey together over
seven months ago and have
worked hard to communicate our
vision for the future of Garwood
along with setting clear goals
and plans to make them happen.

An endeavor like this cannot be
done by one person or even three
people alone. Instead, it truly
takes a village. Thank you to the
best team anyone could ask for—
for making calls, canvassing,
passing out flyers, and so much
more. Thank you to those I called
and emailed thousands of times
from early morning to late at
night. Thank you to my family for

supporting me from day one when
I first decided to get involved and
put myself out there when I ran
for Council back in 2011.

My family is the single largest
reason I first sought elected of-
fice. They instilled a love of
Garwood in me from a very early
age. In particular, my grandfa-
ther, who took me to Garwood
Lions Club events with him, gave
me a lesson in the joys of
volunteerism and community ser-
vice. It’s the people of Garwood,
collectively, who keep me go-
ing—to do the best job I can to
serve everyone.

As your Mayor, I will represent
all of Garwood—from the young-
est resident to the oldest, from the

Thank You, Garwood Wants Elected
Officials Who Will Serve The Public
We want to thank the residents

of Garwood for coming out to
vote last Tuesday. The over-
whelming support that the vot-
ers showed us and our running
mate, Sara Todisco, was hum-
bling.

As we move forward with our
time on council, we want to make
sure that every resident of
Garwood knows that they can
reach out to us and talk to us. We
will listen to you, because all
residents should have a voice in
local government. We encour-
age you to come to council meet-
ings and voice your concerns;
email us and share your thoughts

with us about the town; and come
to the town hall meetings to re-
ceive information first hand.

On election night, your voices
were heard loud and clear. You
want elected officials who will
serve the public, and that is ex-
actly what we are going to do.
We will work as a team to make
sound short term and long term
decisions to the benefit our com-
munity. We are so excited to
start work as the newest council
members beginning in January
and to have Sara Todisco as our
mayor. Thank you Garwood.

Councilman Elect Michael Ince (D)
Councilman Elect Sean Benoit (D)

Local Letters to the Editor
newcomer to the lifelong resident,
whether a renter or a homeowner,
whether Republican or Democrat—
we are one Garwood after all.

I’ve already begun to prepare
for my new role by meeting with
Mayor Charles Lombardo to en-
sure a smooth transition. I thank
him for serving Garwood for 25
years, the most of any elected
official in town history.

I am also busy preparing to
advertise all board, commission,
and committee appointments as
well as preparing to launch a
first-ever Citizens Advisory Panel.
Please be on the lookout on
www.garwood.org, my Facebook
page, and this local paper to see
what you might be interested in
joining. I’d love to meet with you
as the future of Garwood cannot

be determined by any one indi-
vidual. But together, we can and
we will make Garwood work for
everyone. Together, we can and
we will adapt with the changing
times of the future, while staying
true to the independence and
value our founders envisioned.

While I have plenty of ideas on
how we can ensure Garwood has
a bright future, I’ll also be coming
to you to ask for your feedback
and your ideas. Also, please feel
free to reach out to me anytime
with your thoughts and questions
as we need them to make
Garwood work for everyone. I’m
ready to get to work! Thank you!

Sara Todisco
Mayor-Elect

Garwood

CONTINUED ON NEXT COLUMN

members once they are hired.
“Do we do anything for our

faculty after they’re hired to
monitor their mental health?” Mr.
Darling inquired.

Mr. Rubin, with input from Board
Attorney Anthony Sciarrillo, re-
sponded at length about the hir-
ing process, giving details about
extensive interviews, a criminal
and state history review check, a
fingerprint check, a mentoring
program and formal and infor-
mal teacher evaluations.

“We continue to be a school
that takes great pride in check-
ing in with teachers,” Mr. Rubin
commented.

Mr. Rubin also reminded Mr.
Darling that part of the district’s
strategic plan being implemented
is about a mindfulness that con-
nects to mental health for both
students and faculty.

In other board business, a com-
prehensive maintenance plan
was proposed by Business Ad-
ministrator Robert Carfagno in
the amount of $500,000 and was
approved by the board.

The board recognized and hon-
ored veterans for their dedicated
service.

A state Senate resolution des-
ignating the week of November
11 to 17, 2018, as Veterans’
Education Awareness Week was
approved by the board. The reso-
lution calls for educational ef-
forts directed at highlighting
awareness of the efforts and sac-
rifices made on the part of veter-
ans.

The next regular board meet-
ing is scheduled for Monday, No-
vember 26.

Discussions about the Cranford
Reimaging proposal continue with
individual school meetings and
community meetings.
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Rubin Addresses
CF School Threat

Peppermint Boutique
Craft Fair on Tap

CLARK -- Mother Seton Regional
High School Parents’ Guild will
hold a craft fair “The Peppermint
Boutique” Craft Fair on Satur-
day, December 1, from 9 a.m. to
4 p.m. at One Valley Road, Clark
(Exit 135 on the GSP). The fair
will present over 100 vendors of
assorted crafts and handmade
items! The fair is free admission
and there will be a 50-50 raffle
and open kitchen.
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