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provide the cell service needed.
When asked if alternate loca-
tions were considered, such as
on top of the building or in an
area further from the residential
area, Ms. Segal said Verizon pro-
fessionals chose the location of
Parking Lot 5B.

At the Union County Freeholder

Board meeting held Thursday in
Westfield, Joe Hines, public safety
director of UCC, said, “95 per-
cent coverage for me isn’t good
enough.”

A group of Cranford residents
spoke to the Union County Free-
holder Board on Thursday. They
cited their concern the pole would

decrease property values, ques-
tioned if the land lease is just a
money grab from UCC, noted
that they have not experienced
poor cellular service in their
neighborhoods, and expressed
concerns regarding health risks,
among other statements.

Sarah Gregory, who has owned
her home in Cranford for 20
years, said, “I live next door to it
and the value of my house is
going to go down.”

Cranford resident Dave
McDonald also called for a study
to be conducted on the cell cov-
erage. He questioned, is a 130-
foot monopole “a reasonable so-
lution? I would say no.” He called
the lease to Verizon a “monetary
windfall.”

“Is this a vehicle intended to
improve quality of communica-
tion or a vehicle in which to also
generate revenue?” he asked.

The cell tower would be located
half a mile from Brookside Place
Elementary School, would be
within 1,000 feet of 75 homes,
and would be adjacent to neigh-
borhoods where there is a large
population of young children, Ms.
Licata stated.

Health risks from the effects of
radiation emitted from the cellu-
lar equipment placed in such
short proximity to residences also
is of concern to the residents
who oppose this monopole.

Two recent studies, by the
Ramazzini Institute in Italy and
the National Toxicology Program,
have found cancer developed in
rats when exposed to cell tower
radiation.

There also is the question of
whether monopoles will soon be-
come outdated as the Federal
Communications Commission is
supporting 5G technology, a tech-
nology that would replace 4G LTE
and would no longer need a pole,
but rather is a small box that can
be affixed just about anywhere,
such as a public utility pole.

Rubin Addresses Threat
Made Against School

By ROBYN ORR-GIOFFRE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — Superintendent
of Schools, Scott Rubin, Ed.D.,
made a brief statement at
Monday’s board of education
meeting and addressed ques-
tions about the threat made to
Orange Avenue School (OAS) on
November 2.

Lasy Thursday, Matthew
Acosta, 33, of Kenilworth, who is
a teacher at Orange Avenue
School, appeared in state Supe-
rior Court to face charges for
allegedly making terroristic
threats against the school.

Acosta was charged with one
count of third-degree terroristic
threats and one count of fourth-
degree risking widespread injury
or damage.

“One of the things that makes
Cranford truly extraordinary is
how people come together, sup-
port each other, and lean on
each other when we face very
serious issues, and that certainly
has been the case with the re-
cent serious issue that has hap-
pened at Orange Avenue School,”
Mr. Rubin commented to the

board members.
The superintendent thanked

Cranford Police Chief Ryan Greco,
the Cranford Police Department,
Orange Avenue School Principal
Marc Edery and his team, the
counselors, social workers, and,
in particular, the faculty member
who reported the incident.

“Safety must continue to be a
shared responsibility,” Mr. Rubin
further commented, and touted
the importance of the idea that,
“if you see something, say some-
thing.”

Board member Maria Loikith
commented that this mantra led
directly to the reporting of this
serious incident and offered a
personal thanks to that faculty
member.

A Cranford resident who recently
ran for and won a spot on the
Cranford Board of Education, Terry
Darling, stood to address the
board in relation to the threat. He
thanked the board for its increased
measures in dealing with security
issues, and inquired about the
hiring process, along with the
methods for monitoring faculty

SEUSSICAL THE MUSICAL...GRINCH? Horton? Cat in the Hat?. They are
all part of SEUSSICAL, the lively musical production by Lincoln School of
Garwood's class of 2019. Performances will be held on Friday November 16 and
Saturday November 17, at 7 p.m.

Operation Warm Heart Aids
Homeless Shelter Program

CRANFORD — Although the rain
came down October 27, it did not
dampen the spirits of the patrons
of the fourth annual Taste of
Operation Warm Heart, a
fundraiser to benefit the emer-
gency winter sheltering program
for the homeless, run by the
Elizabeth Coalition to House the
Homeless (ECHH).

“Operation Warm Heart is a
life-changing winter shelter pro-
gram that is open from Decem-
ber 1 to March 31 throughout
houses of worship in Elizabeth,
Rahway, Linden, Cranford and
Scotch Plains,” explained Opera-
tion Warm Heart coordinator Erica
Rodriguez. “We are proud to say
that this program has housed
over 1,200 homeless individuals
over 15 years, and we hope to
continue to shelter our brothers
and sisters in need for many
years to come as we are called
to.”

The event, held at Calvary Tab-
ernacle in Cranford, aimed to
help fund the 2018-2019 season
of Operation Warm Heart so that
ECHH can purchase cots, toilet-
ries, blankets and other medical
necessities for those on the
streets to survive and be lifted
up to once again become self-
sufficient. In total, the event
raised more than $2,000.

Taste of Operation Warm Heart
featured a 50/50 raffle event,

door prizes, live music from The
Young Picassos and a cooking
competition. Patrons also were
able to partake in an art show,
where artists from all over New
Jersey donated pieces towards
the cause. Those still interested
in purchasing a piece will soon be
able to find them for sale online
on the ECHH website at
theelizabethcoalition.org/.

“Each artist was excited to be
able to play a role and hopefully
help some people get off the
streets for the winter. I live over
in Linden, and realizing that there
are people who would otherwise
potentially freeze or starve to
death if not for this program
really hit home,” said head cura-
tor Camilo Castillo of Camilo
Castillo Art.

Throughout the event, various
speakers came up to the po-
dium, including Ms. Rodriguez,
Executive Director of ECHH Linda
Flores-Tober, Elizabeth Mayor
Chris Bollwage and a former cli-
ent of Operation Warm Heart,
Bruce.

Operation Warm Heart will have
its first hosting on Saturday, De-
cember 1. Those interested in
supporting ECHH and its endeav-
ors, including Operation Warm
Heart, can visit its website at
theelizabethcoalition.org/ or visit
its headquarters at 118 Division
Street, Elizabeth. CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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