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Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – Union County Col-
lege (UCC) has signed a land
lease with Verizon Wireless to
erect a 130-foot monopole on its
Cranford campus.

According to the resolution ap-
proving the lease passed by the
board of trustees of Union County
College on June 26, “The safety
of students, faculty, staff, visi-
tors and the surrounding com-
munity is paramount. Since there
is limited to no cellular coverage
in the Cranford campus buildings
and surrounding areas, it is Union
County College’s responsibility
to seek out a comprehensive so-
lution that ensures reliable com-
munication in emergencies, as
well as during day-to-day opera-
tions to all locations on the
Cranford campus...”

“They are claiming to help the
surrounding areas,” Cranford
resident Christine Licata, who
lives about 700 feet from the
proposed location of the cell
tower, told The Westfield Leader.
She questioned why UCC would
need to provide cell service to
the surrounding community. She
also said she and residents near
the campus have reported cellu-
lar service has performed well in
the surrounding community.

As of Friday, “No application
has been submitted for a cell

tower on the UCC campus,” ac-
cording to Cranford Zoning Of-
ficer Ron Johnson. A site plan
application for a monopole would
need to be filed with the town-
ship, according to Mr. Johnson.

UCC had first submitted a re-
quest for proposals from cellular
carriers for a cell tower last year.
Then, after UCC student Eric
Jacobs, 20, of Millburn, had been
arrested and charged with bring-
ing imitation firearms into a class-
room on the college’s main cam-
pus in Cranford on the morning of
February 26, 2018, UCC said in
Building and Grounds Committee
meeting minutes in March that
there was an “urgency” for im-
proved cellular service. “Upon
debriefing with the police, they
noted they were unable to email
a screen shot of the student to
officers on the second floor of the
Student Development Building
because there was no cell recep-
tion on the second floor. They
asked why we didn’t put up a cell
tower on the hill in the back of the
property,” the minutes reported.

Seven months later, “In Sep-
tember 2018, when Governor
(Phil) Murphy was on campus,
the New Jersey State Police com-
mented on the poor cellular ser-
vice and resulting communica-
tion issues,” stated UCC in a
statement to The Leader pro-
vided from Jaime Segal, director

of college relations and spokes-
person for the college.

“Improved communications on
college campuses was recom-
mended by the New Jersey Do-
mestic Security Preparedness
Task Force, Infrastructure Advi-
sory Committee, formed under
the Domestic Security Prepared-
ness Act. In today’s climate with
the proliferation of tragic events
in public spaces, the safety of
students, faculty, staff, visitors,
and the surrounding community
is paramount. The proposed fa-
cility is a prudent measure to
ensure reliable communication
to our community and with law
enforcement, especially during
emergent situations,” the state-
ment concluded.

Verizon Wireless submitted a
proposal for a two-phase ap-
proach in November 2017, which
first would install an in-building
DAS (Distributed Antenna Sys-
tem) that would provide 95 per-
cent coverage throughout the
seven main buildings of the
Cranford campus, and second
would lease land from UCC to
build a 130-foot monopole cell
tower that would accommodate
four cellular carriers.

The agreement stipulates that
Verizon would pay UCC an an-
nual base rent of $34,800, with a
2-percent annual rent increase
and 50-percent co-locator rent
paid to UCC for a five-year term,
with the option for four succes-
sive, five-year renewals, accord-
ing to the resolution.

When asked if the DAS system
would provide the cellular ser-
vice needed for the campus, Ms.
Segal said there are significant
gaps between the buildings, and
it is the college’s position that
the DAS system would not solely

Planning Board OKs
Russo II Site Plan

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – The planning
board unanimously approved the
South Avenue II (Russo II) site
plan for 72 apartments at last
Wednesday’s meeting. This
meeting marked the third board
hearing on the project’s impacts
on stormwater run-off, parking
and traffic, as well as its archi-
tectural design and amenities.

Russo Development’s attorney,
Christopher Minks, said Russo
has compiled a list of conces-
sions per board member sugges-
tions pertaining to varying as-
pects of the redevelopment.

Councilwoman and planning
board liaison Sara Todisco said
she would prefer to see Belgian
block used for curbing along Wil-
low Avenue and West Street.
Pending approval by Union
County and the borough council,
Belgian block curbing was the
agreed-upon curb design for
South Avenue as well, stated Ms.
Todisco.

Mr. Minks said Russo has agreed
to install Belgian block curbing
based on board members’ aes-
thetic preference for Belgian
curbing versus the initially pro-
posed cement curbing.

He said Russo will install an
electric-car-charging station in-
side their parking garage. How-
ever, Mr. Minks said additional
chargers would increase devel-
opment costs, including addi-
tional maintenance costs for nec-
essary upkeep, and take away
room for public, private and
municipal parking.

Russo Development has agreed
to pay for a four-way stop sign
installation at the Willow Avenue
and West Street corner, pending
mayor and council approval. In
addition, Russo agreed to pay for
a stand-alone emergency light
or signal controlling the firehouse
entrance, stated Mr. Minks.

Mr. Minks said he spoke with
Fire Chief Allan Tweedle, who
responded positively to Russo
acknowledging the firehouse en-
trance in the redevelopment
plans and mitigating concerns.

Russo II residents will be able
to use all the Russo I facility’s
(where 298 apartments are be-
ing constructed) public ameni-
ties, including any workout rooms
or pools, which will be installed,
stated Mr. Minks.

He said all plantings, including
landscaping such as shrubs and
trees, installed by Russo will be
maintained by Russo. Mr. Minks
said a “decorative hardscape”
will be detailed on the building’s
northeast corner to create “a
more defined” building entrance.

Mr. Minks said barbecue grills
will not be allowed on any of the
tenants’ balconies. He said from
a safety concern aspect, grills
are dangerous, and he was glad
the planning board agreed with
the developer’s sentiment on the
topic.

Seventeen parking spaces (18
possible pending the removal of
an existing storage shed) will be
allocated for municipal use. The
parking spaces will be for fire
department personnel, as re-
quested by Chief Tweedle at a
previous South Avenue II site-
plan hearing.

At the Russo II site, 28 parking
spaces will be available as shared
public and private spaces for ten-
ants, visitors and patrons, stated
Mr. Minks.

Mr. Minks said Russo Develop-
ment is investing in designing a
welcoming and well-landscaped
entrance or frontage. Board
member Bill Nierstedt requested
extra bicycle racks be placed on
site, stated Mr. Minks.

Mr. Minks said the developer
did not find the “additional racks
to be appropriate” given the de-
sired design trying to be achieved.
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Knights Announce Blood Drive Date
AREA — A community blood

drive sponsored by Knights of
Columbus 3240 of Roselle Park
will take place on Saturday,
November 24, from 10 a.m. to
2 p.m. It will be held at the
Church of the Assumption, lo-
cated at 113 Chiego Place,
Roselle Park.

Complimentary cholesterol
screenings, sandwiches and re-
freshments will be served to all
donors. Appointments can be
made by calling (201) 251-3703
or online at donor.cbsblood.org/
d o n o r / s c h e d u l e s /
drive_schedule/47502. Walk-ins
also will be welcome.


