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his shot was deflected. With a
little more than 18 minutes on
the clock, Alex Ferrara got off a
shot that Valencia managed to
reject.

But the emotions began to flare
a few minutes later when a mass
mix of Raiders, which included
Mike and Alex Ferrara, Furfaro,
senior Jon Koseoglu and Valian,
penetrated the box. After a mad
scramble, Koseoglu appeared to
score but the goal but was ne-
gated on an offside call that
evoked plenty of displeasure from
the Raiders’ portion of the side-
lines. And it did not get any
easier when additional referees’
calls did not go their way.

“The game was decided unfor-
tunately by the officials. That’s
all I can say. We score a goal. No
way in God’s name that the kid
was or we were offside. No way!
Virtually impossible! Prior to that
we have the ball in the box, going
for the ball. The kid two-handed

push to Alvaro [Furfaro] from
behind. He falls down. There’s no
call. That kills your game. That
kills your game right there. Game
should have been 2-0 in the first

half but as a result of poor offici-
ating, it wasn’t,” Raider Head
Coach Tom Breznitsky expressed.

Ten minutes later toward the
end of the half, however, Minute-

man Matt Giraldo scored but it
too was negated because of an
illegal push in the box.

The tide drifted slightly in favor
of the Minutemen in the second
half then Chavez netted his goal
and Pacius followed less than
two minutes later with his header.

“I wanted to win it all for my
team. All my fellows are always
pushing me to play. Even some-
times people say, ‘Ah! You are
too big to play the game but I will
not let that get into my head. I
know I can play and I can do it.
Coach always says, ‘corners, find
the big man. That’s what he did,”
Pacius expressed.

The Raiders reacted with a
sense of urgency. Abdella took a
free kick and drilled it off the
crossbar. On the rebound Alex
Ferrara took a knee to the head
and the Raiders were awarded a
penalty kick. With 22:18 on the
clock, Koseoglu ripped his shot
into the left-center of the net to

narrow Elizabeth’s lead to 2-1.
The Raiders stepped up their at-
tack until the very end but could
not find the mark.

“The kids gave it an effort to
come back. It’s difficult some
times but I could not be more
proud of them. It was one ‘heck’
of a season,” Coach Breznitsky
said.
Elizabeth 0 2 2
Sc Pl-Fanwood 0 1 1

Minutemen Strike Twice; Burn Raiders, 2-1, for North 2, Group 4 Boys Soccer Title
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