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l'ennemi du journaliste

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Very little time was wasted for
the action to peak once the
whistle blew to begin the North
Jersey, Section 2, Group 4 boys
soccer championship game be-
tween the second-seeded Eliza-
beth Minutemen and the hosting
top-seeded Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Raiders on November
8. And it also took very little time
for the complexion of a 0-0 game
to change drastically when the
Minutemen scored twice within a
span of 1:36 in the second half

en route to a 2-1 victory and the
title.

Minuteman co-captain Josser
Amaya brought the ball down the
right-center, beat a defender and
crossed the ball into the box
where senior Henry Chavez
tapped it past Raider junior goal-
keeper Danny Coyle with 29:27
on the clock. Moments later with
27:51 remaining the hulky se-
nior Youkendly Pacius headed in
the ball after Chavez hooked the

ball into the box from the right
corner.

Chavez’s interpreter explained,
“He received the ball from Josser
the captain of the team. He’s
normally a lefty, so he was able
to run to the ball and his best
opportunity was for him to strike
it with his right foot. He opened
up his body, ran through it and
he was able to strike it.”

As to his goal, Pacius described,
“It was a corner. We always do
that in practice. Coach tells us to
attack the ball, attack the ball.
So that’s what I did. Attack the
ball, and I put it into the back of
the net.”

During his varsity career, Pacius
has also been a very effective
goalkeeper as well as an attacker.

“I like both. I like blocking the
goals and I like scoring them,”
Pacius commented.

Although scoreless, the major-
ity by far of the pressure in the
first half was delivered by the 20-
1-2 Raiders. After Coyle (4 saves)
smothered one of Chavez’s long
shots from the far left corner, the

Raiders answered with a sus-
tained assault. Elizabeth junior
goalkeeper Stephen Valencia (5
saves) and his defenders were
put to the test after a long throw-
in created a big scramble and
some animosities in the box.
Raider junior Alvaro Furfaro took
a shot that banged the crossbar.
Another throw-in got to co-cap-
tain Alex Ferraro, whose shot
was deflected.

Then midway through the half,
the Raiders had a nice idea when
senior midfielder Jack Hosmer
skid the ball forward to senior
attacker Zidan Abdella, who was
gliding down the right side. From
there, Abdella drilled a fine cross
into the center where co-captain
Rock Valian got a foot on it.
Unfortunately for the Raiders,
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