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Join us for our 55th season! 

November 30 | 7:30 PM
December 2* | 1:00 PM

Featuring local children as “Rahway Community Mice”

* Sensory-Friendly performance

The sensory friendly performance is made possible by the Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders. 

The New Jersey Lottery is a provider of fun and entertaining games 

that are not intended for anyone under the age of 18. Parents are 

urged to think twice about gifting lottery tickets to children. For more 

information about responsible gaming, visit njlottery.com.

Lottery is not child’s play.

‘Tis the season
to gift responsibly.

Must be 18 or older to buy a lottery ticket. Please play responsibly.
If you or someone you know has a gambling problem, call 1-800-GAMBLER®.

Parents are urged to think twice about gifting lottery tickets to children.

Gil Scott Chapman and Mia
Pafumi to Perform in Cranford

CRANFORD — An evening with
concert pianist Gil Scott Chapman,
of Westfield, and soprano vocalist
Mia Pafumi, a Westfield High School
alumna, is on tap Thursday, Decem-
ber 6, at 7:30 p.m. in the Cranford
Community Center, and is being pre-
sented by the Friends of the Cranford
Public Library.

A classically trained jazz pianist,
Mr. Chapman holds a B.F.A. in Jazz
Studies and Master of Music (impro-
visation) from the University of
Michigan. He has won and placed in
a number of classical piano competi-
tions, performed at Carnegie Hall,
the Kennedy Center and the Monterey
Jazz Festival, and performed along-
side many celebrated artists. He
helped to develop the Gershwin Ini-
tiative, a long-term partnership be-
tween the University of Michigan and
the Gershwin family, bringing the
music of George and Ira Gershwin to
scholars and audiences worldwide.

He resides in Westfield.
A graduate of Montclair State

University’s John J. Cali School of
Music, Ms. Pafumi made her profes-
sional opera debut in the chorus of the
Sarasota Opera, and as a principal
artist at the Knoxville Opera. She
studied overseas at the Conservatorio
Giuseppe Verdi di Musica in Milan,
and her recent performance venues
include Lincoln Center and the
Alexander Kasser Theater in
Montclair. She is the third-place win-
ner of the Gerda Lissner Foundation’s
2015 International Vocal Competi-
tion and a second-time grant winner
of the Licia Albanese-Puccini
Foundation’s 2014 and 2015 Interna-
tional Vocal Competition, where she
performed in the Winner’s Concert at
Carnegie Hall.

No registration is required for this
free concert. The Cranford Commu-
nity Center is located at 220 Walnut
Avenue, Cranford, and is accessible

to all. For more information about the
Friends of the Cranford Public Li-
brary, visit cranfordlibrary.org.

LOCAL TALENT...Concert pianist Gil Scott Chapman (above), of Westfield, and soprano vocalist Mia Pafumi, a Westfield
High School alumna, are to perform together on Thursday, December 6, at 7:30 p.m. in the Cranford Community Center.

Mia Pafumi

New SPFHS Drama Director
Morgan Knight Talks Process

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Life isn’t
always fun and games. But according
to new Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School Drama Director Morgan
Knight, being a part of a dramatic
production should teach the cast and
crew life lessons. To do that he uses
theater games.

Currently preparing for the open-
ing weekend of the school’s fall play
Peter and the Starcatcher, Mr. Knight
took time out of rehearsal for a phone
interview with The Westfield Leader
and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times.

“I like to use theater games to warm
up the students before our rehears-
als,” he explained. In fact, for the
auditions for this play, he conducted
group auditions, not individual audi-
tions as are traditionally held. During
those, he asked students to go on an
imaginative journey through theater
games including improvisation.

With a philosophy that theater
should not only be goal-oriented for a
quality production, but also be an
enjoyable experience for the partici-
pants, he especially likes this show.
The non-traditional set and an en-
semble-based show that requires
imagination is the perfect vehicle to
get teens to benefit from theater expe-
rience. “I want the kids to learn all
aspects of theater and apply lessons
they learn on stage to their everyday
lives. Through participation, they
learn public speaking, interaction with
others, discipline and time manage-
ment,” he said.

By being in the show, Mr. Knight
explained, students learn to breathe,
trust each other and learn more about
themselves through team-building
exercises. “I feel the kids in theater
walk away stronger because they get
to thrive in a safe environment,” Mr.
Knight said.

Mr. Knight said although he grew
up in New Jersey and considers him-
self, “a Jersey guy,” he’s had to learn
specifically about the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood community. He said he
thinks the tradition of a fall play is
rather new. “Although there is a strong
rep theater program here that concen-
trates on the spring musical, we felt
there was a hunger for a strong straight
play in the fall.” He knew this would
be a positive step for the school be-
cause of the volunteer parent group.
“They are pretty amazing with their
handling of tickets and the lobby deco-
ration and support.”

A working actor, Mr. Knight’s the-
ater training came from Philadelphia,
where he attended the University of
the Arts, graduating with a B.F.A. in
their acting program. One of his spe-
cialties is fight direction and stage
violence. He emphasized that he can
make sense of violence, but only on
the stage.

The show itself is one that can use
his special talents. Peter and the Star
Catcher is based on the 2004 novel
“Peter and the Starcatchers,” by Dave
Barry and Ridley Pearson and adapted
for the stage by Rick Elice. This play
gives the supposed backstory for some
of the characters in the classic Peter
Pan. The story opens with an en-
semble of actors who, on a bare stage,
bicker and fight. They break the fourth
wall by addressing the audience di-
rectly about what to expect in the
show. The audience is invited to go on
the journey of imagination with the

actors.
In the show, the audience learns

how Captain Hook lost his hand, why
the crocodile ticks and dozens more
comic insights into the beloved
children’s story. There is a reference
to speaking Dodo, a language known
only to dodo birds, so obviously, this
is a fun-filled show that doesn’t take
itself seriously. Fun and games will
continue to blossom in imaginative
teens of Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School Rep Theatre under the guid-
ance of their new director Mr. Knight.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School presents Peter and the
Starcatcher on Friday, November 16,
and Saturday, November17, at 7:30
p.m. in the high school auditorium.
Tickets are $10 for adults, $8 for
students and seniors, and are avail-
able at the door or online at: https://
www.brownpapertickets.com/event/
3821582.

STAR MAKER...Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School Drama Director Morgan
Knight directs the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School Fall play Peter and the
Starcatcher, on Friday, November 16, and Saturday, November17, at 7:30 p.m.


