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THE MONTESSORI SCHOOL

Christopher Academy

Accredited by American Montessori Society

www.christopheracademy.com

Admissions Open Houses
Please join us for our

Kindly RSVP to respective campus

December 6
6:30 p.m.

Westfield Campus
510 Hillcrest Avenue

908-233-7447

December 11
6:30 p.m.

Scotch Plains Campus
1390 Terrill Road

908-322-4652

The Leader/Times Website Provides Robust Features to Assist You!
Subscribe to Our Papers

 Change Your Address

Submit a Paid Bulletin

Publish a Photo

 Place a Classified Ad

 Post Community News

List Your Organization

Place an Obituary Notice

Submit a Wedding Announcement

Search Past Editions

Place a Legal Notice

 Search Our Video Library

Goleader.com

OPEN
24 HOURS
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THE JAMES WARD  
M A N S I O N              

Make Our Mansion Your Mansion 
“ T H E  B E S T  K E P T  S E C R E T ”  I N  N E W  J E R S E Y 

Specializing in weddings, birthday parties,  
anniversaries, holiday parties and fundraisers.

M A K E  Y O U R  R E S E R VAT I O N  T O D AY !
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One Popcorn, Poor  — Two Popcorns, Fair — Three Popcorns, Good — Four Popcorns, Excellent

By Michael S. Goldberger
film critic

I once knew a rock band, The Original
Kounts, and, because lead singer Howard
“Richard” Tepp was my best friend, I was
sort of the manager for a while sometime
in the late 1960s. That was before Bob
Crewe’s Larry Brown (“Tie a Yellow
Ribbon”) walked into Newark, N.J.’s
Indian Pizzeria and heard Howie singing
to the juke box. I think I was eating a tuna
sub. Well, before you could say rock star,
Howie became Richard of Richard and
The Young Lions, had a number one hit
in Cleveland, Detroit and D.C. with his
single, “Open up Your Door” and, as the
apocrypha goes, might have also had a
career-propelling hit in NYC were it not
for the DJ strike.

No skin off my Ashtabula about the
managerial position. I wanted to be a
writer, anyway. Besides, I moved up to a
much more hallowed position in the rock
‘n’ roll world: best friend to the lead. This
entitled me, as now self-assumed spiri-
tual adviser, to regularly accompany the
band to Crewe Productions’ lofty offices
in New York, which of course required
skipping a lot of college classes and later
led to the necessity of completing my
matriculation in Iowa. But as a short
order cook in rural Pennsylvania assured
me on my way out there, “It’s all good.”

Ensconced in the world of rock ‘n’ roll
dreams, I observed firsthand the stencil
by which the road to would-be stardom
and adulation nary veers. Oh, sure, there
are permutations and variations on a
theme. Synergies among band members
may differ; maybe the bigwigs don’t de-
cide that better studio musicians should
back the lead in recording sessions; not
all production companies ill-advisedly
put the money behind another group at
the most inopportune time; and it isn’t a
given that key band members will jump
ship, just as it isn’t compulsory for the
lead to eventually pine for solo success.

Of course, feel free to add the catalysts
of drugs, booze, groupies, greed and lov-
ers to the cauldron of what shapes a rock
band’s path to platinum, oblivion or just
plain also-ran status. But while most vo-
calists and strummers would agree that
reaching the plateau where one is driven
to concert and studio in chauffeured Rolls
Royce is the undeniable career goal, most
would also concur that creative discover-
ies and the dreams of stardom in the days
and nights while reaching for the brass
ring were the most fun of all.

All this self-indulgent perspective
noted, I thank director Bryan Singer for
jogging these memories into high-relief
via his superb biographical film, Bohe-
mian Rhapsody, which astutely and soul-
fully details the birth of the group Queen
and the star trajectory of its lead singer,
Freddie Mercury. So no, you’re not in the
wrong film criticism. My justification for
the preface is the opportunity Bohemian
Rhapsody afforded me to show just how
a film can speak to you.

It all came rushing back: the petty
fights, the gleeful chumming about, the
aspirations and, maybe best of all, like
lottery ticket holders excitedly sharing
how they’ll spend their fortune, the de-
lirious, collective wish for a catapult to
some indefinable, musical nirvana. Only
a few hundred million dollars separated
Queen’s success from Richard and the
Young Lions’s eventual ascension to cult
status among music aficionados who hunt
vinyl at retro record shops.

Point of disclosure: All my vaunted,
insider claims noted, I knew virtually
very little about Queen and Freddie
Mercury’s meteoric rise. Fact is, aside
from my fleeting brush with the rock ‘n’

Bohemian Rhapsody
Fate, Free-Will and Rock ‘n’ Roll

3 & ½ popcorns

roll world, when most of my friends were
attending concerts at Fillmore East, I was
at the movies. But actually, I was a fan
without knowing it. Over the years, more
than once, when wondering who sang a
song I found myself enamored of, my
search divulged it was Queen.

Now, thanks to this rather traditional
biographical treatment splendidly embel-
lished with all the modern, filmic doodads,
including some terrific music sequences,
I know the backstory. Sporting fake buck-
teeth and a bearing that fans of Mercury
will deem astonishingly clone-like, Rami
Malek fabulously etches more than one
scene the Academy of Motion Picture
Arts and Sciences can show on Oscar
night when announcing the nominees for
best male performance. Via his diminu-
tive, energetic frame, he embodies every
aspect of rock star majesty.

It is also eerie and telling that he might
subconsciously suspect his talent is pre-
ciously temporary, as if on loan from one
of the Olympian gods, replete with an
ironic caveat…all leading to that inces-
sant question: What to do, what to do
with this precious gift? With Bohemian
Rhapsody, understanding the precepts,
canons and conventions that attend the
alchemy of showbiz success, sub-species
rock stardom, director Singer smartly and
symphonically affirms Freddie Mercury
and Queen’s important place in our cul-
tural history.

…
Bohemian Rhapsody, rated PG-13, is a

Twentieth Century Fox release directed
by Bryan Singer and stars Rami Malek,
Lucy Boynton and Gwilym Lee. Running
time: 134 minutes.

Peppermint Boutique
Craft Fair

CLARK -- Mother Seton Regional
High School Parents’ Guild will hold
its “The Peppermint Boutique” Craft
Fair on Saturday, December 1, from 9
a.m. to 4 p.m. at One Valley Road,
Clark (Exit 135 on the Garden State
Parkway). The fair will present over
100 vendors of assorted crafts and
handmade items. The fair is free ad-
mission and there will be a 50/50
raffle and open kitchen.

American Repertory Ballet
Continues 2018-2019 Season
AREA — American Repertory Bal-

let (ARB), New Jersey’s preeminent
classical and contemporary ballet com-
pany, continues its 2018-2019 season.
Embarking on its 55th year, ARB will
perform throughout the state under the
artistic leadership of Douglas Martin.

Season highlights include the com-
pany premiere of Paul Taylor’s Airs;
Coppélia, one of the greatest comedic
ballets of all time; and the world pre-
miere of Kirk Peterson’s Beauty and
the Beast.

In November and December, ARB
brings the beloved classic Nutcracker
to five venues throughout state. A holi-
day tradition for more than 50 years,
ARB’s Nutcracker is one of the long-
est, continuously running Nutcracker
productions in the nation.

“This season shows the best of what
ARB does from classics like Coppélia,
Beauty and the Beast and Nutcracker
to neo-classical works like Tears of the
Moon and Ephemeral Possessions (pas
de deux) to modern classics such as
Paul Taylor’s Airs,” said Mr.  Martin.
“We can’t wait for audiences to see
ARB’s strong dancers perform these
works.”

The program includes Mr.
Peterson’s Tears of the Moon, Mr.
Martin’s Ephemeral Possessions
(pas de deux), and Mr. Taylor’s Airs,
set to music of Handel.

“It’s an honor to have the Taylor
piece made available to us and to
have expert staging by longtime Paul
Taylor company member Sean
Mahoney,” said Mr. Martin. Mr.
Mahoney, an alum of Princeton Bal-
let School and American Repertory
Ballet, infused his years of wisdom
as a member of the Paul Taylor Dance
Company on the ARB dancers.

The highlight of ARB’s fall season is
its annual production of the beloved
classic Nutcracker set to Tchaikovsky’s
magnificent score, with stunning scen-
ery, thrilling choreography and a cast of
more than 100 dancers. Directed by

Mr. Martin, ARB’s professional com-
pany will be joined by select students
from Princeton Ballet School to tell the
story of a young girl named Clara and
how a mysterious gift from her Uncle
Drosselmeyer brings about enchanted
dreams and fantastical scenes. Nut-
cracker will be performed at five ven-
ues throughout the state including
McCarter Theatre Center, Union
County Performing Arts Center, South
Orange Performing Arts Center, Two
River Theater and State Theatre New
Jersey.

In March, the company returns to
New York City with a triple-bill featur-
ing Peterson’s Tears of the Moon,
Taylor’s Airs, and a brand-new work by
resident choreographer Mary Barton.

The 2018-2019 season concludes
with the world premiere of Peterson’s
full-length ballet Beauty and the Beast,
set to music by Tchaikovsky. Based on
the original 1740 classic French fairy
tale, Beauty and the Beast will pre-
miere at the State Theatre New Jersey,
New Brunswick, on Friday, May 10.

For a full list of dates and times and
more information, visit
www.arballet.org or call (609) 921-
7758.

American Repertory Ballet’s mis-
sion is to bring the joy, beauty, artistry
and discipline of classical and contem-
porary dance to New Jersey and nation-
wide audiences, and to dance students
through artistic and educational pro-
grams. Led by Executive Director Julie
Diana Hench and Mr. Martin, the orga-
nization comprises: the preeminent pro-
fessional classical and contemporary
ballet company in the state; Princeton
Ballet School, one of the largest and
most respected non-profit dance schools
in the nation, with studios in Cranbury,
New Brunswick and Princeton; and
ARB’s Access & Enrichment initia-
tives, including the acclaimed DANCE
POWER, the longest continuously run-
ning community arts partnership in New
Jersey.

Photo by Lois Greenfield
PREMIERE BALLET...American Repertory Ballet (ARB), New Jersey’s pre-
eminent classical and contemporary ballet company, season highlights include the
World Premiere of Kirk Peterson’s Beauty And The Beast and The Company
premiere of Paul Taylor’s Airs.

College Night at WHS
To Be Held Nov. 15

WESTFIELD -- Tonight, Thurs-
day, November 15, from 6:30 to 8:30
p.m., Westfield High School (WHS)
will host more than 160 nationwide
colleges, universities and other post-
secondary institutions at its annual
College Night. This event provides
an opportunity for students and their
parents to talk one-on-one with col-
lege representatives and gather in-
formation about their schools. The
college representatives will be in the
WHS varsity gym, gym 5 and
cafeteria B. A list of schools that will
be in attendance is posted on the
Department of Counseling Services’
website. It will be finalized closer to
the event and updated to include
room assignments.

SEUSSICAL THE MUSICAL...GRINCH? Horton? Cat in the Hat?. They are all
part of SEUSSICAL, the lively musical production by Lincoln School of Garwood's
class of 2019. Performances will be held on Friday, November 16, and Saturday,
November 17, at 7 p.m.

CELEBRATING POETS...Westfield High School students and staff attend the
Dodge Poetry Festival in Newark on October 19. The festival is a celebration of
eminent poets from the late 20th and early 21st centuries. “My hope is to help
students see that poetry is still an important, vital, and living art form and not one
relegated to old texbooks,” said English teacher David Della Fera.

UCESF Holding Holiday
Fundraiser for Ed. Programs

COUNTY -- The Union County Edu-
cational Services Foundation (UCESF)
is running a holiday fundraiser through
November to support the Union County
Educational Services Foundation as all
proceeds from this fundraiser will be
used to provide innovative educational
programs at the Union County Educa-
tional Services Commission (UCESC).
Order a UCESC golf umbrella with a
minimum donation of $25.

The UCESF is a public non-profit
organization that was formed to raise
funds, establish partnerships and se-
cure other forms of support needed to
develop and enhance the academic,
social and daily living skills of students
with physical, emotional and intellec-
tual disabilities served in the schools
and programs operated by the UCESC.

The UCESC is located at 45 Cardi-
nal Drive in Westfield. It was estab-
lished in 1969 to provide highly inno-
vative, specialized and cost-effective
educational programs and services in

response to the needs of the students,
parents, and staff of the 21 school dis-
tricts in Union County. Over the past
four decades, the UCESC has remained
committed to ensuring that all students,
including those with disabilities have
academic, social, therapeutic and ca-
reer readiness opportunities needed to
become independent, productive and
valued members of society. UUCESC
annually serves over 7,000 students
enrolled in general education, special
education, vocational and nonpublic
schools located in Union County and
the State of New Jersey.

To purchase umbrella(s), please visit
www.UCESF.org to order online or
contact Pauline Ittleson at (908) 233-
9317, ext. 261. All checks and money
orders should be made payable to
UCESF. UCESF is a Section (c)(3) tax-
exempt organization. New Jersey Chari-
ties Registration #CH0858100. The tax
deductible portion is $8.63 for every
umbrella that is ordered.

National Guard Soldier
Promoted to Captain
SCOTCH PLAINS --  John

Guittard from Scotch Plains, as-
signed to the 27th Infantry Bri-
gade Combat Team, has received
a promotion to the rank of cap-
tain.

Major General Ray Shields, the
adjutant general for the State of
New York, announced the recent
promotion of members of the New
York Army National Guard in rec-
ognition of their capability for ad-
ditional responsibility and leader-
ship.

Army National Guard promotions
are based on overall performance,
attitude, leadership ability, and de-
velopment potential.

These promotions additionally rec-
ognize the best qualified Soldiers
and attract and retain the highest
caliber Citizen Soldiers for a career
in the New York Army National
Guard.

For more information about the
New York Army National Guard,
visit www.dmna.ny.gov, or
www.1800goguard.com.

The New York National Guard
(New York State Division of Mili-
tary and Naval Affairs) is the state's
executive agency responsible to the
Governor for managing New York's
Military Forces, which consists of
nearly 20,000 members of the New
York Army National Guard, the New
York Air National Guard, the New
York Naval Militia and the New York
Guard.

Mt. St. Mary Reaches Out to
Graduate in Reserves

WORDS OF HOPE...On the afternoon of October 29, members of the Mount
Saint Mary Academy HOPE Club (Helping Other People Everywhere) gathered
to write thank-you notes to service men and women in Iraq where Mount
graduate, Yvonne Zirrith ‘90, a Navy reservist, is on reserve duty. They also
collected toothpaste to send to the troops.

WATCHUNG – On the afternoon
of October 29, members of the Mount
Saint Mary Academy HOPE Club
(Helping Other People Everywhere)
gathered to write thank-you notes to
service men and women in Iraq where
a Mount graduate is on reserve duty.

Donna Venezia Toryak ’68, direc-
tor of admissions and HOPE Club
advisor, said the students completed
38 notes and collected 25 tubes of
toothpaste.

JoAnn Minnicino ’74, president
of the Mount Saint Mary Academy
Alumnae Association, had kept in
touch with Yvonne Zirrith ‘90, a Navy
reservist, but had not heard from her
recently. She wanted to see if there
was something she could do to help
her and her family.

Yvonne said she enlisted in Janu-
ary of her senior year at Mount Saint
Mary Academy. She was commis-
sioned in November 2009 and is
now a lieutenant. She is currently
deployed in Kuwait and Iraq.

“I sent an email to alumnae to ask
them to bring toothpaste to the Alum-
nae Association meeting that
evening. Mrs. Toryak responded too
and asked if the HOPE Club could
collect items and write letters as
well,” said Mrs. Minnicino.

She also reached out to Isabel
Gachko, director of theology and
campus minister, to rally students
in the Mount’s religion classes to
have them write letters of encour-
agement.

Mrs. Minnicino also mobilized the
efforts of Diane Leech ’61 and alum-
nae who live in the area of the gradu-
ate serving in the Reserves to see if
they could coordinate meals for the
family. S. Carol Conly, RSM, will
also coordinate the Mercy Associ-
ates to see if they can prepare meals
too.

The outreach efforts do not end
there, she noted, as a basket has been
sent to the family and a care package
has been sent to the graduate on
behalf of the alumnae. Mrs.

Minnicino has also sent a care pack-
age to the graduate’s daughter.

“My family is making a collection
at Thanksgiving along with the little
kids making cards and drawing pic-
tures,” she said. “My doctor is do-
nating candy and my dentist is do-
nating toothbrushes. This is the sec-
ond package, which will be going
out next week,” she shared.
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