
Page 10 Thursday, November 15, 2018 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES                        A Watchung Communications, Inc. Publication

Westfield Leader only

The Proven Professional
Long-term success in the real estate profession is
reserved for the select few who consistently deliver
value to their clients. With unparalleled dignity and
grace, Hye-Young Choi continues to provide an
inspired level of service and outstanding results.

Hye-Young Choi
Sales Associate

Top 1% of all Coldwell Banker Agents Nationwide

#1 REALTOR, Westfield East Office, Total Production 11 Consecutive Years!

Email:  hyeyoungchoi1@gmail.com
Direct:  (908) 301-2015
Cell:  (908) 938-9248

Westfield East Office: 209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ 07090 • (908) 233-5555

ColdwellBankerHomes.com
©2018 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act.

Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker® and the Coldwell Banker logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

we`print`holiday`cards

Bulletins
Mean
Business

908-232-4407
goleader.com/form/bulletin

and ownership of ‘assault firearms.’”
The resolution defines assault weap-
ons per New Jersey statute as “a semi-
automatic shotgun with either a maga-
zine capacity exceeding six rounds, a
pistol grip, or a folding stock; a semi-
automatic rifle with a fixed magazine
capacity exceeding 15 rounds; a part
or combination of parts designed or
intended to convert a firearm into an
assault firearm, or any combination of
parts from which an assault firearm
may be readily assembled if those
parts are in the possession or under the
control of the same person, and a fire-
arm with a bump stock attached.”

Tony LaPorta of Westfield said the
NRA, “has a stranglehold on so many
members of Congress, it’s all about the
money.” He said it is important to speak
to counties, towns and state govern-
ments “about taking action and try to
bubble it up.” He said machine guns
were outlawed during the Reagan Ad-
ministration. He said the AR-15 is a
“weapon of war” that was used in Viet-
nam to “counter the AK-47.” He said
when a bump stock is put on the AR-15,
“it becomes an automatic weapon.”

Freeholder Chairman Sergio
Granados said the county held a gun-
buy back program a few weeks ago
that resulted in 228 firearms being
turned in, including assault rifles and
illegally altered weapons.”

Freeholder Chris Hudak said the
fact the most recent mass shooting, in
Thousand Oaks, Calif., did not even
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County Freeholders
make the lead morning news on No-
vember 9, “tells you about where we
are today, that this is America.”

Mr. Hudak said it is time for the
county to “consider our legal options
and maybe going after these (gun)
manufacturers” for guns that are com-
ing into New Jersey from border states.

Freeholder Bruce Bergen added,
“Until we have national legislation
we will not truly be able to be safe,”
as guns will continue to come into
New Jersey from surrounding states.

Mr. Bergen also said as rhetoric
coming from Washington, specifically
President Donald Trump, has in-
creased, so have attacks such as the
anti-Semitic attack at a Pittsburgh
synagogue on October 27.

On election news, Freeholder An-
gela Garrison noted that women will
hold five of the nine freeholder seats
come January with the election of
Kimberly Mouded of Westfield and
Andrea Straten of Roselle on No-
vember 6. They will replace Free-
holders Bergen and Mohammed
Jalloh, who did not seek reelection.

The freeholders approved the ap-
pointment of Phyllis Mirabella of Fan-
wood, wife of Freeholder Al Mirabella,
to the board of Union County Voca-
tional-Technical Schools. She will fill
a Democrat seat on the board.

The next freeholder meeting will
be held Wednesday, November 28, at
the Union County Administration
Building in Elizabeth.
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130-Foot Cell Tower
Opposed by UCC Neighbors

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader
PROTEST...Protestors gather in front of Congressman Leonard Lance’s office
last Thursday night to support Robert Mueller as special counsel. Mr. Lance, a
five-term Republican, was defeated on Election Day by Democrat Tom Malinowski.

Planning Board OKs
Russo II Site Plan

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – The planning board
unanimously approved the South Av-
enue II (Russo II) site plan for 72
apartments at last Wednesday’s meet-
ing. This meeting marked the third
board hearing on the project’s im-
pacts on stormwater run-off, parking
and traffic, as well as its architectural
design and amenities.

Russo Development’s attorney,
Christopher Minks, said Russo has
compiled a list of concessions per
board member suggestions pertain-
ing to varying aspects of the redevel-
opment.

Councilwoman and planning
board liaison Sara Todisco said she
would prefer to see Belgian block
used for curbing along Willow Av-
enue and West Street. Pending ap-
proval by Union County and the bor-
ough council, Belgian block curbing
was the agreed-upon curb design for
South Avenue as well, stated Ms.
Todisco.

Mr. Minks said Russo has agreed to
install Belgian block curbing based
on board members’ aesthetic prefer-
ence for Belgian curbing versus the
initially proposed cement curbing.

He said Russo will install an elec-
tric-car-charging station inside their
parking garage. However, Mr. Minks
said additional chargers would in-
crease development costs, including
additional maintenance costs for nec-
essary upkeep, and take away room
for public, private and municipal park-
ing.

Russo Development has agreed to
pay for a four-way stop sign installa-
tion at the Willow Avenue and West
Street corner, pending mayor and
council approval. In addition, Russo
agreed to pay for a stand-alone emer-
gency light or signal controlling the
firehouse entrance, stated Mr. Minks.

Mr. Minks said he spoke with Fire
Chief Allan Tweedle, who responded
positively to Russo acknowledging
the firehouse entrance in the redevel-
opment plans and mitigating concerns.

Russo II residents will be able to
use all the Russo I facility’s (where
298 apartments are being constructed)
public amenities, including any work-
out rooms or pools, which will be
installed, stated Mr. Minks.

He said all plantings, including
landscaping such as shrubs and trees,
installed by Russo will be maintained
by Russo. Mr. Minks said a “decora-
tive hardscape” will be detailed on
the building’s northeast corner to cre-
ate “a more defined” building en-
trance.

Mr. Minks said barbecue grills will
not be allowed on any of the tenants’
balconies. He said from a safety con-
cern aspect, grills are dangerous, and
he was glad the planning board agreed
with the developer’s sentiment on the
topic.

Seventeen parking spaces (18 pos-
sible pending the removal of an exist-
ing storage shed) will be allocated for
municipal use. The parking spaces
will be for fire department personnel,
as requested by Chief Tweedle at a
previous South Avenue II site-plan
hearing.

At the Russo II site, 28 parking
spaces will be available as shared
public and private spaces for tenants,
visitors and patrons, stated Mr. Minks.

Mr. Minks said Russo Develop-
ment is investing in designing a wel-
coming and well-landscaped entrance
or frontage. Board member Bill
Nierstedt requested extra bicycle
racks be placed on site, stated Mr.
Minks.

Mr. Minks said the developer did
not find the “additional racks to be
appropriate” given the desired de-
sign trying to be achieved.
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Tamaques
sports programs in the town, had con-
cerns with the delays of the renova-
tions at Tamaques Park. Ms. Derick
said a wide variety of members of the
community had been involved in the
park renovation plan that took five
years. “I would think no stone had
gone unturned,” she said.

“I don’t think anything more needs
to be said,” Mayor Brindle said.

Ms. Derick asked how the town
would resolve problems in the park
currently happening with the various
sporting programs, such as limited
parking and “overcrowding of cars”
parked illegally because of no other
parking. Also, she said sports leagues
are having meets in cafeterias due to
lack of gym space the proposed park
center would have provided, and also
league members drive to different
towns for practices and games, which
would have been addressed with field
improvements. “How do you plan on
addressing these issues?” Ms. Derick
asked.

“I am not relitigating this and I
suggest you ask (Recreation Com-
mission) Chairman (Gary) Fox how
he will address these issues,” said
Mayor Brindle.

Rubin Addresses Threat
Made Against School

By ROBYN ORR-GIOFFRE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — Superintendent of
Schools, Scott Rubin, Ed.D., made a
brief statement at Monday’s board of
education meeting and addressed ques-
tions about the threat made to Orange
Avenue School (OAS) on November 2.

Lasy Thursday, Matthew Acosta, 33,
of Kenilworth, who is a teacher at Or-
ange Avenue School, appeared in state
Superior Court to face charges for al-
legedly making terroristic threats against
the school.

Acosta was charged with one count
of third-degree terroristic threats and
one count of fourth-degree risking wide-
spread injury or damage.

“One of the things that makes Cran-
ford truly extraordinary is how people
come together, support each other, and
lean on each other when we face very
serious issues, and that certainly has
been the case with the recent serious
issue that has happened at Orange Av-
enue School,” Mr. Rubin commented
to the board members.

The superintendent thanked Cran-
ford Police Chief Ryan Greco, the Cran-
ford Police Department, Orange Av-
enue School Principal Marc Edery and
his team, the counselors, social work-
ers, and, in particular, the faculty mem-
ber who reported the incident.

“Safety must continue to be a shared
responsibility,” Mr. Rubin further com-
mented, and touted the importance of
the idea that, “if you see something, say
something.”

Board member Maria Loikith com-
mented that this mantra led directly to
the reporting of this serious incident
and offered a personal thanks to that
faculty member.

A Cranford resident who recently ran
for and won a spot on the Cranford
Board of Education, Terry Darling,

stood to address the board in relation to
the threat. He thanked the board for its
increased measures in dealing with se-
curity issues, and inquired about the
hiring process, along with the methods
for monitoring faculty members once
they are hired.

“Do we do anything for our faculty
after they’re hired to monitor their men-
tal health?” Mr. Darling inquired.

Mr. Rubin, with input from Board
Attorney Anthony Sciarrillo, responded
at length about the hiring process, giv-
ing details about extensive interviews,
a criminal and state history review
check, a fingerprint check, a mentoring
program and formal and informal
teacher evaluations.

“We continue to be a school that
takes great pride in checking in with
teachers,” Mr. Rubin commented.

Mr. Rubin also reminded Mr. Dar-
ling that part of the district’s strategic
plan being implemented is about a mind-
fulness that connects to mental health
for both students and faculty.

In other board business, a compre-
hensive maintenance plan was proposed
by Business Administrator Robert
Carfagno in the amount of $500,000
and was approved by the board.

The board recognized and honored
veterans for their dedicated service.

A state Senate resolution designating
the week of November 11 to 17, 2018,
as Veterans’ Education Awareness Week
was approved by the board. The resolu-
tion calls for educational efforts di-
rected at highlighting awareness of the
efforts and sacrifices made on the part
of veterans.

The next regular board meeting is
scheduled for Monday, November 26.

Discussions about the Cranford
Reimaging proposal continue with in-
dividual school meetings and commu-
nity meetings.

rounding community is paramount.
The proposed facility is a prudent
measure to ensure reliable communi-
cation to our community and with law
enforcement, especially during emer-
gent situations,” the statement con-
cluded.

Verizon Wireless submitted a pro-
posal for a two-phase approach in
November 2017, which first would
install an in-building DAS (Distrib-
uted Antenna System) that would pro-
vide 95 percent coverage throughout
the seven main buildings of the
Cranford campus, and second would
lease land from UCC to build a 130-
foot monopole cell tower that would
accommodate four cellular carriers.

The agreement stipulates that
Verizon would pay UCC an annual
base rent of $34,800, with a 2-percent
annual rent increase and 50-percent
co-locator rent paid to UCC for a
five-year term, with the option for
four successive, five-year renewals,
according to the resolution.

When asked if the DAS system
would provide the cellular service
needed for the campus, Ms. Segal
said there are significant gaps be-
tween the buildings, and it is the
college’s position that the DAS sys-
tem would not solely provide the cell
service needed. When asked if alter-
nate locations were considered, such
as on top of the building or in an area
further from the residential area, Ms.
Segal said Verizon professionals
chose the location of Parking Lot 5B.

At the Union County Freeholder
Board meeting held Thursday in
Westfield, Joe Hines, public safety
director of UCC, said, “95 percent
coverage for me isn’t good enough.”

A group of Cranford residents spoke
to the Union County Freeholder Board
on Thursday. They cited their con-
cern the pole would decrease prop-
erty values, questioned if the land
lease is just a money grab from UCC,
noted that they have not experienced
poor cellular service in their neigh-
borhoods, and expressed concerns
regarding health risks, among other
statements.

Sarah Gregory, who has owned her
home in Cranford for 20 years, said,
“I live next door to it and the value of
my house is going to go down.”

Cranford resident Dave McDonald
also called for a study to be con-
ducted on the cell coverage. He ques-
tioned, is a 130-foot monopole “a
reasonable solution? I would say no.”
He called the lease to Verizon a “mon-
etary windfall.”

“Is this a vehicle intended to im-
prove quality of communication or a
vehicle in which to also generate rev-
enue?” he asked.

The cell tower would be located
half a mile from Brookside Place
Elementary School, would be within
1,000 feet of 75 homes, and would be
adjacent to neighborhoods where
there is a large population of young
children, Ms. Licata stated.

Health risks from the effects of
radiation emitted from the cellular
equipment placed in such short prox-
imity to residences also is of concern
to the residents who oppose this mono-
pole.

Two recent studies, by the
Ramazzini Institute in Italy and the
National Toxicology Program, have
found cancer developed in rats when
exposed to cell tower radiation.

There also is the question of whether
monopoles will soon become out-
dated as the Federal Communications
Commission is supporting 5G tech-
nology, a technology that would re-
place 4G LTE and would no longer
need a pole, but rather is a small box
that can be affixed just about any-
where, such as a public utility pole.
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Westfield School Board
August 2019, but all Westfield schools
will eventually have their interior
doors replaced.

Mr. Duthie said work had already
started on the renovation of Kehler
Stadium, with orders being placed
for the bleachers and collaboration
starting with the contractor to get the
project going.

Board members listened to a pre-
sentation by Director of Guidance
Maureen Mazzarese on the role of
school guidance counselors in the
district’s 2018-2019 initiative on So-
cial and Emotional Learning (SEL).

“It doesn’t matter if it’s called re-
siliency or if it’s called wellness or if
it’s called SEL. We’ve been doing it,
we are doing it and we will continue
to do it,” Ms. Mazzarese assured the
board.

“Everywhere a counselor is, they
are working and looking and seeking
to promote social and emotional
learning. They are doing it in one-to-
one counseling, they are doing it in
small-group counseling, in class-
rooms, on playgrounds, in school-
based programs, in parent meetings,
in the hallways, in the lobbies, out-
side of plays and on the fields,” she
said.

Ms. Mazzarese gave examples of
how counselors work with children
from the youngest (using a Hula-Hoop

to demonstrate respect for personal
space) to the oldest (inviting high-
school seniors to consider options
other than college) to promote social
and emotional well-being.

Later in the meeting, the board
heard the first reading of a sugges-
tion to change the criteria for accep-
tance into the National Honor Soci-
ety (NHS). The GPA requirement
would be raised from 3.75 to 3.80,
and service hours would be required
to be completed before acceptance
rather than after. Members were told
some NHS members were failing to
complete the requirement for ser-
vice hours before graduation.


