
Ballyhoo New Jersey

Sports, Humor and Commentary

Page S-26  Thursday, November 8, 2018

goleader.com/ballyhoo

garding the distance of conve-
nience stores to residential zones
to remove any reference to the
hours of operation.

In April of this year, Township
Attorney Ryan Cooper said the
township’s ordinance restricting
convenience stores and gasoline
stations that are located within
200 feet of residential property
from being open to be open be-
tween midnight and 5 a.m. was
invalidated in a summary judg-
ment of the state Superior Court
in a lawsuit brought by 7-Eleven,
QuickChek and Wawa.

A new position with the Office

of Economic Development was
approved by the township com-
mittee. The township authorized
the appointment of Caren
Demyen as a part-time adminis-
trative assistant within the Office
of Economic Development at a
rate of $17.34 per hour.

A grant application for an
Eastman Street pedestrian im-
provement project to reconstruct
the stairs on Eastman Street in
front of Track 5 Coffee was voted
to move forward. “The area is
presently not compliant with cur-
rent ADA standards and the stairs
themselves are in need of recon-

struction. The walkways will be
made fully compliant with ADA
regulations, the stairs will be re-
constructed, and the front steps
will be converted to a retaining
wall system to facilitate the ADA
improvements,” Deputy Mayor
Ann Dooley told The Westfield
Leader.

The township has received a
state grant of $3,000 from the
New Jersey Department of Envi-
ronmental Service NJ Forest Ser-
vice – Green Communities Grant.

Also, the township committee
agreed to apply for a grant with
the New Jersey Department of
Transportation for Brookside
Place drainage improvements.
The township is applying for $1.7
million to go towards the project,
Deputy Mayor Dooley told The
Leader.

Since airplane flight patterns
changed in the area, and low
lying aircrafts have resulted in
increased noise in Cranford the
township committee has brought
on a resolution that is to be sent
to state government officials as
well as the FAA. The resolution
seeks to restore the aircraft
routes as they were before May
2018. The resolution requests an
explanation for the change in
flight patterns absent proper
notice and with total disregard to
the effects such change has had
on the environment and the resi-
dents of Cranford.

During resident comments, Jim
Carvalho of Orange Avenue ac-
cused the township committee
of withholding information per-
taining to a lawsuit filed by Edan
Ben Elazar against Macrietta
Cleaners, Inc. as well as the town-
ship, and listed a series of ques-
tions he would like answers to.
He also called out the local media
saying the lawsuit has not been
reported and asked what role the
township government played “in
a local press black out.”

In the lawsuit, Edan Ben Elazar,
plaintiffs, allege they suffered

various medical injuries as a re-
sult of chemical vapors that infil-
trated their electronics repair
shop from leaking underground
storage tanks belonging to the
dry cleaner next door to the plain-
tiffs’ shop but are buried in ad-
joining municipal property with
the township’s permission, ac-
cording to the appeal.

Then last June the township
lost to the state Supreme Court,
which reversed the appellate
division’s decision because of the
discovery rule and tort claims
act, Mr. Cooper told The Leader.
The township’s insurance com-
pany is paying 70 percent of the
defense costs, he said.

Prior to the lawsuit filed by
Edan Ben Elazar, the owners of
the dry cleaners agreed to in-
demnify the township for the li-
ability, Mr. Cooper said.

Also, a judgment had ordered
Macrietta Cleaners to pay the
legal costs in full, Mr. Cooper told
The Leader.

Currently, the township is in
the middle of a settlement agree-

ment, which has yet to be signed,
with Edan Ben Elazar, Mr. Cooper
said.

On August 14, 2018, the town-
ship committee voted 4 to 1 to
appropriate $300,000 for the
settlement, according to min-
utes of the official meeting.

During commissioner com-
ments, Commissioner Mary
O’Connor said, “We make a choice
about how to treat each other.”
She said it is time to “look for the
positive instead of the negative.”
She told voters “to vote with
integrity and make a difference.”

In a comment about the arrest
of a teacher at Orange Avenue
School (see story on page 2) for
threats allegedly made against
the school, Commissioner Patrick
Giblin said, “I’d like to thank the
Cranford Police Department and
Board of Ed. for a swift response
to an incident at one of the schools
over the weekend. I want to re-
mind residents, if you see some-
thing say something. If you hear
something say something. Please
be safe.”

Township Committee Amends Code for Cell Towers, Convenience Store Hours

Trinity Jewelry-Craft Sale
To Aid Drought Victims

CRANFORD — The Trinity Epis-
copal Church, located at 119 For-
est Avenue, Cranford, will host a
charity African jewelry and craft
sale this Sunday, November 11,
at 11:30 a.m., in the church’s
Sherlock Hall.

Proceeds from the sale will go
to African Team Ministries, a
Christian ministry providing funds
for orphan and refugee relief mis-
sions and evangelism in East Af-
rica.

“The worst drought in 60 years
left more than three million
Kenyans facing malnutrition and
starvation,” said the Reverend
Andy Kruger, Trinity’s Priest-in-
Charge.

The sale will feature crafts, jew-
elry and soapstone carvings from
East Africa. “We invite everyone
to come help this life-saving min-
istry,” said Father Kruger. For
more information, call JoAnn at
(908) 233-3275.

African Team Ministries was
founded in 1984 by Bishop Festo
Kivengere of Uganda, working as
an intermediary between African
and American churches to fund

food, education, relief efforts and
clean water facilities in Kenya,
Uganda, Tanzania and Rwanda.
In response to the drought, Afri-
can Team Ministries sent 250,000
meals to families in drought and
famine areas and is providing
pumps to help communities pump
clean, reliable water. For more
information about African Team
Ministries, visit
africanteamministries.org/.

Trinity Episcopal Church,
founded in 1872, is a faith-based
family church that welcomes all
people and strives to “know Christ
and to make him known through
faith, fellowship and service.”

Sunday services, celebrated by
Reverend Kruger, are at 8 a.m.
and 10 a.m. For more informa-
tion about Trinity, call (908) 276-
4047 or visit trinitycranford.org/
.

Trinity also provides Trinity
Episcopal Day School (TEDS), a
state-licensed facility serving
children from 2½ years through
kindergarten. For more informa-
tion about TEDS, call (908) 276-
2881 or visit tedscranford.org.

Tricky Tray-Brunch Sunday
To Benefit Needy Animals

GARWOOD — Best Friend Dog
and Animal Adoption, Inc. will
hold its 21st annual Tricky Tray
Brunch/Lunch this Sunday, No-
vember 11, from 10 a.m. to 3
p.m. It will take place at The
Westwood, located at 438 North
Avenue, Garwood.

The meal will consist of a brunch
buffet with an omelet station.
Admission is $45 for adults and
$20 for children age 12 and un-
der. Additionally included in the
admission price is one sheet of
lower-tier prize tickets valued at
$10.

Proceeds from this event will
benefit needy animals in Best
Friend’s care. There will be a 50/

50 raffle and many gifts to be
raffled off. A super raffle will be
available, at $2 per ticket, for a
chance to win gift certificates in
the amounts of $250, $150 and
$100. Prizes will include a 49-
inch television, Apple Watch, de-
signer handbags, perfume and
jewelry, plus gift cards for many
places and restaurants. Attend-
ees also are invited to bring in cat
food for a Mystery Prize raffle.

For more information, call (862)
220-9658 or visit Best Friend at
bfdaaa.com. Monetary donations
are urgently needed and can be
sent in care of Best Friend Dog
and Animal Adoption, P.O. Box
335, Cranford, N.J. 07016.


