
Ballyhoo New Jersey

Sports, Humor and Commentary

Page S-2  Thursday, November 8, 2018

goleader.com/ballyhoo

just went and he was right there,”
Rasheed described.

“We knew coming into this week
that we had to stop the run and
that was what they were going to
do because of BJ [George]. He is
a great runner. We just kept
focusing on him,” Schork said.

“He [George] was real good but
we worked hard this week. We
knew what we were coming into
and we handled the run,” Rasheed
added.

A Tiger punt to the Cranford
35-yard line was returned to the
Linden 46. After a four-yard gain,
Shriners’ 39-yard sprint put the
ball on the seven. Three plays
later, Katz rolled toward the left
sidelines as if he was planning to
hook in for the score. Instead he
spotted Blazek, who pulled off an
NFL type of five-yard touchdown
reception when he grabbed Katz’s
pass and managed to keep his
toes in bounds. Jack McAleavey
kicked the first of his four points

after to give the Cougars a 9-6
lead with less than three seconds
left in the first quarter.

“It was a boot play. Tommy
Korz [Korzeneski — wide re-
ceiver] was going over on the
other side and my corner was
looking back at the QB [quarter-
back Connor Katz], so I checked
in and came back out,” Blazek
explained.

The Tigers had another great
kickoff return to the Cranford 40
but the drive stalled at the nine
with the help of a three-yard
throw for loss of George by line-
backer Zach Blevins. The Cou-
gars answered with a 13-play,
91-yard ground game that ended
with Schork’s one-yard touch-
down bash with 1:33 left in the
half, upping the score to 16-6.
Schork also had a 26-yard run
where he carried several Tigers
along for the ride.

On the opening kickoff of the
third quarter, the Cougars got

the ball on their own 35 and
marched to pay dirt on seven
plays that was concluded by
Schork’s 34-yard touchdown run
with 9:34 on the clock. A few
plays earlier, Katz had a 54-yard
touchdown run negated on a
holding penalty.

Midway through the quarter the
Cougars got possession again at
their 26 yard line and covered
the distance in 14 plays, ending
with Katz hitting Kalnins for a 10-

yard touchdown.
On the final play of the game,

Marshall hit Schadrac Petit-
Homme for a 34-yard touchdown
with 0:00 on the clock.

“The offense was really dynamic
obviously with his [Blazek] touch-
down catch. Tommy [Korzeneski]
ran some great routes. Rob re-
ally softened them up for the
passing game and I was able to
hit some holes. Jimmy [Shriner]
started off good. Cole
[Zuckerman] came in and had
some good runs. And one [touch-
down] was called back. The whole
offensive line really took us over
the edge. This was their big game
and this was their night. They
won this for us,” Katz expressed.

“It’s very tiring carrying a bunch
of people but it was all on the O-
line. They opened up plenty of
holes for me and I kept my legs
moving because of them,” Schork
added.

In the end, the victory over

Linden had to overshadow the
huge 25-12 triumph over the
then unbeaten Summit
Hilltoppers on October 12.

“The Summit game defensively
that could have been their [de-
fense] best game. This could have
been their best game. Obviously
slowing down BJ [George] the
way they did put us over the
edge. Offensively, I think we were
clicking a lot more against Lin-
den than we did against Summit.
The O-line really stepped it up
tonight and made the holes for
him [Schork] and Cole
[Zuckerman]. I feel like that’s a
testament to how hard we are
working in practice and how hard
they are pushing us on the scout
team. It showed tonight,” Katz
said.

The Cougars will be hosted by
top-seeded Phillipsburg tomor-
row night, November 9, at 7 p.m.
Cranford 9 7 7 7 30
Linden 6 0 0 6 12

Cougar Gridders Jar Linden Tigers, 30-12, in North Jersey, Section 2, Group 4
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