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MURRAY, WILLIAMSON NET GOALS; SWANDRAK ASST.

Cranford Halts Mendham, 2-1,
In Soccer Section Quarterfinal

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Goals by Maggie Murray and
Lauren Williamson were enough to
propel the Cranford High School girls
soccer team past Mendham, 2-1, in
the NJSIAA North Jersey, Section 2,
Group 3 quarterfinals on November 2
at Memorial Field in Cranford. The
win put the second-seeded Cougars
(17-3) into a semifinal match against
sixth-seeded Millburn on November
7 in Cranford. The Cougars overcame
what they considered to be a sluggish
performance in order to earn the first
semifinal trip in Head Coach Andrew
Gagiardo’s three years at the helm of
the program.

“We didn’t bring as much intensity
as we would have liked,” said
Gagliardo. “Coming into this time of
the season, teams are losing games
and they are done for good. So we’ve
got to remember that. We’ve got to
bring our A-game, 100 per cent, every
single game.”

Both teams came out firing early in

this match. Cranford had several good
opportunities to score but simply could
not put the ball in the net. Mendham
(8-7-3) had a shot in the 28th minute
but Katie Bush’s header was handled
by Cranford sophomore goalie
Amanda Vath. Cranford finally broke
the deadlock on a breakaway goal by
Murray in the 30th minute. Murray
received a beautiful lead pass from
Brooke Swandrak before planting the
ball into the back corner of the net for
a 1-0 lead.

“Around the fifty, I played Brooke
Swandrak and she had a really little
touch, probably like five yards in front
of her. I just ran up and took it and I
just got by maybe two or three girls
and had a one-on-one with the goalie,”
said Murray. “I knew we needed an-
other goal or two just to be confident
and settle down. Normally when we
have two goals in everybody starts
picking it up.”

It looked as though Cranford had
extended the lead in the 43rd minute
but Riley Korzenski’s goal was taken

off the board due to an off-sides call.
Williamson finally got what looked
like the game-clinching goal when
she played a ball from Murray and
deposited it into the back of the net
with just under five minutes left in
regulation.

“I got a through ball from Maggie
and it was just me and the goalie. My
touch was a little too big and the
goalie came out. She tried to catch the
ball and slipped. I took the ball, turned
around, hit it with my left foot and just
shot it for the corner.”

Staked to 2-0 lead the Cougars ap-
peared to be well on their way to a
much desired seat in the semifinal
round but Mendham had other ideas.
The Minutemen came back and tight-
ened the score to 2-1 on a left-footed
goal by Ava Brant in the 77th minute.

The goal set off a mad scramble by
the visitors to get the game even as the
clock ticked down. Mendham had a
great chance to tie it but Ella Chorniak
missed high from pointblank rangePORTER, OSLISLO, POWER, ROBINSON RUN FOR TDS

Raiders Down Kardinals, 49-0
In Grid Crossover Match-Up

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Proof of how stiff competition has
been in the Mid-State 38 Conference
was demonstrated in glaring fashion
when the 0-8 Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School football team entertained
the 2-6 Kearny Kardinals of Hudson
County in a crossover game on No-
vember 3. The Raiders dealt the
Kardinals a resounding 49-0 defeat,
which included a “Mercy Rule” that
was enacted before the midway point
of the third quarter.

Offensively, Raider co-captains
Anthony Porter and Alex Oslislo
chewed up a lot of turf and racked up
a combined 245 yards on the ground,
almost all in the first half. Porter car-
ried six times for 128 yards, which
included respective touchdown runs
of 71 yards and 22 yards. Oslislo
carried seven times for 117 yards,
which included a 50-yard touchdown
breakaway. Porter also completed two
passes for 57 yards, one to Oslislo

that was good for 12 yards.
Because of the overwhelming domi-

nance, the Raiders permitted a num-
ber of freshmen, particularly running
backs Anthony Robinson and Matt
Power, and lineman Mike Banic, to
gain valuable playing time. And they
performed admirably. Robinson car-
ried five times for 53 yards, which
included respective touchdown runs
of 13 yards and 33 yards. Power had
a 45-yard reception to the Kearny
two-yard line then right after that, he
plunged in for a touchdown. Power
also had a 12-yard run.

The 2-7 Kardinals had very little
luck running against the Raiders’ de-
fense and only totaled 33 yards on the
ground on 23 carries in the first half
and only 13 yards on 10 carries in the
second half. Quarterback Chris
Leimberg completed two of 11 passes
in the first half for 24 yards and added
two more completions for 53 yards,
including two interceptions, in the
second half.

The Raiders received the opening
kickoff and began their drive at the
32-yard line. It took just five running
plays to cover the 68 yards when
Oslislo broke several tackles and gal-
loped 50 yards for the touchdown
with 9:35 left in the first quarter. Akin
Akinwunmi kicked the first of his
seven points after.

“We ran an inside zone right and it
parted. I broke one tackle. All credit
to the linemen. It opened up good and
I was able to streak down the sideline.
I was a little bit faster than their guys,”
Oslislo said. “We had a lot of good
blocks and big holes all day. I was just
getting what I could with my legs.”

After the receiving the kickoff, the
Kardinals managed to get a pair of
first downs but their drive ran into a
brick wall when Oslislo recorded a
three-yard throw for a loss and Da-
kota Verico (8 tackles) sacked
Leimberg for a 13-yard loss. The punt
was downed at the Raider 29. From
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OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, November 11th • 1-3PM
650 Raymond Street, Westfield • Offered at $889,000

774 Knollwood Terrace, Westfield
Offered at $1,499,000

Pristine four bedroom Northside colonial nestled on beautifully landscaped property ideally located close
to Westfield's award winning Downtown, all schools and parks. This home has been renovated to perfection
for today's lifestyle with an elegant and spacious floor plan ideal for entertaining. The enchanting mahogany
front porch was expertly designed for relaxing outdoors in a private setting. The foyer and cozy living
room flow perfectly into the formal dining room with gleaming hardwood floors but the gourmet kitchen
is the center of this home. The kitchen boasts stunning 2” Carrera Marble honed countertops, burled
walnut cabinetry combined with gorgeous African tiger solid wood custom cabinetry, high end stainless
appliances including a Jenn-Air refrigerator, microwave drawer, stove and a Bosch dishwasher. The open
floor plan allows you to enjoy the adjacent family room with lovely tiled floor, gas fireplace and a custom
mantle. An exquisite all glass English conservatory with triple pane windows serves as an extension of the
kitchen to savor meals with family and friends. The upper two levels boast a home office, four bedrooms
& two full bathrooms including a master suite with its own luxurious spa bathroom. Relax in the secluded
hot tub and entertain on the outdoor stone patio overlooking the private, professionally landscaped yard.
The lower level has a finished recreation room and a fabulous wine cellar to sip, store and age your wine
collection. It has a beautiful, imported Italian tile floor & stores up to 800 bottles. Ideally located in the
desirable Wilson School district in Westfield, this is the perfect place to call home!

Spectacular six bedroom center hall colonial located on one of Westfield‘s most premier streets in the
heart of desirable Stonehenge! This home has every amenity imaginable and has been built to perfection
for today's lifestyle with an elegant and spacious floor plan ideal for entertaining. Perched on beautifully
landscaped property, this exquisite six bedroom, five bathroom custom colonial was built by Michael
Mahoney, a well respected local builder, in 2005. Upon entering the impressive entry foyer, you’ll be
immediately drawn to the sunny living room which flows perfectly into the formal dining room. The
gourmet kitchen with center island & large breakfast area are open to a gracious family room with
lovely mantle, wood burning fireplace and a spacious, adjacent sunroom with vaulted ceiling. A
convenient office/bedroom complete the beautiful first floor. Additional amenities include extensive
moldings/chair rails throughout, 2 fireplaces, central air, a security system, hardwood floors, surround
sound, multi-zone heating/cooling, sprinklers, central vacuum, Koi pond & so much more!
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GETTING HER FOOT ON THE BALL...A Mendham player gets between Cougars Maggie Murray, No. 7, and Grace
DiGiovanni, No. 4, during the first round of the North Jersey, Section 2, Group 3 playoffs in Cranford on November 2.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRASHING THROUGH THE DEFENSE...Raider running back Alex Oslislo, No. 24, rumbled for 117 yards, including a
50-yard touchdown sprint, in the first half against Kearny on November 3. The Raiders downed the Kardinals, 49-0.
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