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ATTENTION LOCAL BUSINESS OWNERS: Did You Know You Can
Insert Your Pre-Printed Advertisement into the Leader/Times?

Ideal for Targeting Your Audience! Go to goleader.com/presskit/insert for more information.

TRICK OR TREAT

BRING YOUR DENTIST SOMETHING SWEET
TURN YOUR CANDY INTO CA$H

BY GIVING US YOUR SECRET STASH
Westfield Pediatric Dental Group is having their Annual
Halloween Contest. So bring your candy into our office

and receive a cash reward for the amount you bring. The
child who brings the most Halloween Candy weekdays
between November 1st and November 9th will receive

four free movie passes to AMC Theaters!!

For further information please contact our office at
908-232-1231 or come visit us at:

WESTFIELD PEDIATRIC DENTAL GROUP
555 WESTFIELD AVENUE

WESTFIELD, NJ 07090
www.kidsandsmiles.com

Tell your friends to stop by our office
and bring their candy!

Brunner Third Graders
Engage in Bali Book Project
SCOTCH PLAINS -- Last academic

year, third graders in Cristina Sardo’s
classroom at Brunner School partnered
with the Street Kid Center in Bali,
Indonesia for one of their Service
Learning Projects. The families at this
Street Kid Center in Bali come to this
center to find resource alternatives to
street begging. The moms are taught
sustainable skills such as beading, bag
making and sewing; while the children
are provided with meals and school-
ing.  It is a transition place for street
families to have a chance for a digni-
fied and sustainable life.

The Brunner students learned about
the Balinese culture, as well as their
geography and ways of life. Students
from the Street Kid Center exchanged

videos with their new friends at
Brunner and got to know each other
despite the language barrier. The
Brunner students asked their new
friends what types of book they liked
to read and they immediately got to
work writing books about the ocean,
friendship, hygiene and superheroes.
They illustrated each book and per-
sonalized a message. They also made
positive affirmation rocks and wrote
letters to local shelters.

Ms. Sardo traveled to Bali over the
summer to deliver these books per-
sonally during an entire volunteer day
organized around reading these books,
building a vegetable garden and deco-
rating it with their own Balinese posi-
tive affirmation rocks.

WINNING POSTERS...Rebecca Planer, the art teacher at Lincoln School in
Garwood, has announced that two of her students were winners in the “What’s My
Anti-Drug” poster contest held by Prevention Links. Anthony Dilorio was awarded
first place in the fifth-grade grouping with his soccer-themed work and Isabel
Cortese was awarded second place in the seventh-grade grouping with her theater
creation. The winners were announced at the 20th Annual Union County Red
Ribbon Drug Prevention Walk on October 20 at Nomahegan Park.

St. Michael School to Hold
Open House Nov. 15

CRANFORD -- St. Michael
School in Cranford will host a Fall
Open House on Thursday, Novem-
ber 15 at 7 p.m. Parents and prospec-
tive students, preschool through
grade 8, are invited to visit the school
located at 100 Alden Street in
Cranford.

Parents and students will have the
opportunity to tour the school and
enjoy conversation with Principal
Sandy Miragliotta, parents and cur-
rent students, who will be assisting
with each tour. Teachers will also be
available in their classrooms to an-
swer questions.

Registrations for the 2019-2020
school year, will be accepted. Fami-
lies who register during the Open
House session will receive $50 off
of the registration fee.

St. Michael School was established
in 1929, and is celebrating 90 years
of academic excellence. It is a thriv-
ing, faith-based school where chil-
dren become independent thinkers
and grow into responsible young
adults grounded in Catholic values.

St. Michael School is a member of
the National Catholic Education As-

sociation (NCEA) and accredited by
the Middle States Association Com-
mission on Elementary Schools. Pri-
mary, elementary and middle school
curriculums are based on guidelines
set forth by the Archdiocese of New-
ark to prepare students for high
school and beyond.

Controlled class sizes and aver-
age 16:1 student-teacher ratio fos-
ters individualized attention and of-
fers students the ability to engage in
classroom inquiry, discovery and
learning.

The early childhood education pro-
gram offers pre-kindergarten 3 & 4
(full and half day) and full-day aca-
demically-based kindergarten. On
site, before and after care is also
available.

Extracurricular activities include
instructional and competitive sports
programs, drama, instrumental mu-
sic and Girl Scouts and Boy Scouts.

For more about St. Michael’s
School, please contact the school at
(908) 276-9425. For a copy of the St.
Michael’s School brochure and for
more information about the school,
visit smscranford.com.

Van Dellen Scholarship
Winners Announced

WESTFIELD -- The Westfield
Foundation is pleased to announce
Claire Hunter and Mia Melao as the
Clarence H. and Florence Horn Van
Dellen Scholarship recipients for
2018.

Claire was an outstanding student
at Westfield High School (WHS), tak-
ing a very demanding program of
study. She
balanced her
rigorous aca-
demic sched-
ule while
t e a c h i n g
“Little Stars”
– a dance pro-
gram for chil-
dren with spe-
cial needs and
disabilities.
She was an
Assistant Ath-
letic Trainer, a
Tr a n s i t i o n
Leader and
has reached
the highest
level in Girl
Scouts.

Claire is at-
tending The
College of
New Jersey.
She is study-
ing Occupa-
t i o n a l
Therapy. Her journey to become an
occupational therapist was sparked
by her Junior research paper. Being a
lifelong dancer, she wanted to com-
bine her love of dance with her inter-
est in the health sciences. She focused
on the use of dance therapy with au-
tistic children. Her results found a
positive effect on the physical, emo-
tional, mental and social well-being
of the children. Her goal is to use
dance therapy combined with a de-
gree as an occupational therapist to
help children with autism.

At WHS, Mia was a standout cross
country runner and is on the cross-
country team for Fairfield University
in Connecticut, where she is enrolled
in the honors
p r o g r a m ,
s t u d y i n g
nursing. Mia
shared her
love of run-
ning with
youth in the
area, as a
coach for the
We s t f i e l d
YMCA Fly-
ers Track
Club. Addi-
tionally, Mia
was an active
member at
WHS as a
t r a n s i t i o n
leader, a
member of
the WHS Na-
tional Honor
Society, vol-
unteered as a
peer minister
at St. Helen’s
Church, and volunteered for Project
Linus, a charity dedicated to distrib-
uting blankets to children in hospi-
tals, shelters, and social service agen-
cies.

Mia realized she wanted to be a
nurse during her junior year of high
school. An AP Biology class reading
requirement, Origins: How the Nine
Months Before Birth Shape the Rest
of Our Lives by Annie Murphy Paul,
inspired her Junior research paper.

For her research, Mia studied new
technologies which could predict ill-
nesses in a fetus that would not present
themselves until late adulthood. This
paper combined with her dissection
unit in biology made her realize she
loved the sciences and inspired her to
become a nurse.

The Van Dellen Scholarship is
$10,000 a
year for four
years total-
ing $40,000.
The selec-
tion criteria
for the schol-
arship are:
community
service, aca-
d e m i c
achievement
(top 25 per-
cent of
class), char-
acter, finan-
cial need and
leadership.

T h e
We s t f i e l d
R o t a r y ’ s
Scholarship
Committee
also admin-
isters several
scholarships
on behalf of
the commu-

nity-based Westfield Foundation. Two
top scholarships awarded in memory
of Charles and Florence Wallace total
$15,000 each, to be paid over the
course of four years. The 2018 recipi-
ents are Claire Hunter and Shea Elliott.
The recipient of the Scholarship in
memory of Chester A. Gerdes is Noah
Ensslin. In addition, the Linda Read
Memorial Scholarships recipient is
Julia Vricella-Stokes and the Read
Law Scholarships recipients are Julia
Schiano and Julia Robb.

The complete scholarship listing
is located on the website at:
https://thewestfieldfoundation.com/
student-scholarships/.

Since 1975, the mission of the
We s t f i e l d
Foundation
has been to
p r o v i d e
funding sup-
port in the
arts, health,
aging, his-
toric preser-
vation, social
services and
c i v i c
projects. In
pursuit of
these goals,
the Founda-
tion has
granted over
t h a n
$6,400,000
to various or-
ganizations.
Money to
support the
Foundation’s
grants has
been and

continues to be provided by concerned
and caring Westfield residents.

For more information about the
Westfield Foundation grant or donor
opportunities, please contact Betsy
Chance, Executive Director at (908)
233-9787, or visit https://
thewestfieldfoundation.com.

Claire Hunter

Mia Melao

Municipal Alliance Accepting
Poster Palooza Entries

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Municipal Alliance and the Westfield
High School (WHS) DREAM Team
invites students to celebrate National
Red Ribbon Week with the Sixth
Annual Poster Palooza for grades 1-
5, Poetry Palooza for grades 6-8 and
PSA Palooza for grades 9-12. The
theme is Westfield, We Have Better
Things to Do; Healthy Choices, Ev-
eryday Choices.”

The deadline to submit an entry is
November 20. Entry forms and more
information can be found in the Com-
munity Flyers folder under Family Re-
sources on the Westfield Public Schools
website at www.westfieldnjk12.org.

Ms. DeDea also announced that the
Westfield Municipal Alliance will host
a series of parent-to-parent partner-
ship coffee house community connec-
tions on the following dates: Novem-
ber 14, 2018, January 23, March 20,
and May 8, 2019, each starting at 7
p.m. in the Guidance Conference Room
at WHS.

“There is no single solution to ad-
dress the social, emotional, medical
and financial strain that comes with
the use of drugs and alcohol. How-
ever, let’s focus on the importance of
prevention and urge students and adults
to think in terms of ‘the first day, not
the worst day,’” said Westfield Mu-
nicipal Alliance Coordinator Louise
DeDea as she quoted former NBA
point guard Chris Herren, who re-
cently shared his deeply personal story
of substance abuse and recovery with
Westfield students and parents.

Emphasizing the importance of pre-
vention and the need to think in terms
of “the first day, not the worst day,”
Mr. Herren visited WHS on Spetember
25. Approximately 2,500 students lis-
tened to his daytime presentation which
was held in the WHS auditorium and
live streamed to students in other parts
of the building and to 8th graders at
Edison and Roosevelt Intermediate

Schools. Mr. Herren – a former All-
American from Fall River, Mass. who
played for the Denver Nuggets and the
Boston Celtics – recounted how he
struggled with substance abuse for
much of his basketball career. He spoke
to critical issues that students may
face, including struggles at home, peer
pressure, bullying, academic pressure,
social media, and drug and alcohol
use. In an evening presentation, Mr.
Herren directed a Call To Action to
adults in the community to energize a
focused attention on the well-being of
the district’s youth.

Ms. DeDea also encourages any-
one interested in this presentation or
future presentations to make a dona-
tion, with checks made payable to
“Westfield Municipal Alliance/ WHS
Dream Team and mailed to The Town
of Westfield, 425 East Broad Street,
Westfield, NJ 07090.

The WHS Dream Team is a stu-
dent-run organization that encourages
youth to make healthy decisions while
providing drug- and alcohol-free so-
cial events to the school community.

The Westfield Municipal Alliance
seeks to involve citizens in compre-
hensive and community-based efforts
to prevent substance abuse. “We ex-
tend a special thanks to the Westfield
Police Department whose dedication
to our community was demonstrated
when the school resource officers for
Westfield High School and Edison
and Roosevelt Intermediate Schools
attended the evening event, along with
three additional police officers,” said
Ms. DeDea.

For additional information, con-
tact WHS Dream Team advisors
Lauren Hauser at
lhauser@westfieldnjk12.org or Su-
san Kolesar at
skolesar@westfieldnjk12.org or Ms.
DeDea of the Westfield Municipal
Alliance at
westfieldalliance@gmail.com.

BALI BOOK PROJECT...Third graders in Cristina Sardo’s classroom last
academic year at Brunner School partnered with the Street Kid Center in Bali,
Indonesia. The Brunner students wrote books and made inspiration rocks for their
new Balinese friends and Ms. Sardo personally delivered them this past summer.

COSTUME PARADE...Lincoln School kindergartners in Westfield show off
their costumes to smiling parents and other family members during their Hallow-
een Parade on October 28.

THE MOUNT TEAM...Mount Saint Mary Academy held a Forensics Meet
October 27. Pictured are some members of the Mount team, left to right: (front)
Francesca Fazio, Ariana Salerno, Christina Appiah, Caroline DiGrande, and
Grace O’Neil; (middle) Pilar Paradiso of Cranford, Christina Tillinghast, Grace
Schleck and Rachel Mack; and (back) Melanie Valliciergo, Grace Hogan of
Westfield, Emily Abbott, and Ashleigh Cotter of Cranford.

Winners of Mount St. Mary
Acad. Forensics Meet Told

WATCHUNG – Mount Saint Mary
Academy held its Forensics Meet on
Saturday, October 27. The following
members of the Mount team achieved
or surpassed the required score in
their respective category, according

to team coach and Spanish teacher
Marian Senior:

Declamation: Rachel Mack (sopho-
more – North Plainfield); Duo: Chris-
tina Appiah (senior – South Orange)
and Cecilia Guarnuccio (junior –
Westfield); Drama: Ariana Salerno
(freshman – Watchung) and Emily
Abbott (freshman – Piscataway); Oral
interpretation: Ashleigh Cotter (jun-
ior – Cranford), Pilar Paradiso (jun-
ior – Cranford), and Melanie
Valliciergo (junior – Kenilworth);
Original oratory: Caroline DiGrande
(senior – Warren), Christina
Tillinghast (junior – Watchung), and
Grace Hogan (junior – Westfield);
Extemporaneous speaking: Grace
Schleck (senior – Metuchen).

Admission Information
Sessions Set for W+H
AREA — The Wardlaw+Hartridge

School in Edison, Central Jersey’s
premier PreK-12 independent school,
will hold three Admission Informa-
tion Sessions next week. The campus
is located at 1295 Inman Avenue in
North Edison, near the Scotch Plains
border and just five miles from down-
town Westfield.

The sessions will be held on Thurs-
day, November, 8, at 9 a.m. and 7
p.m., and Saturday, November 10, at
9 a.m. All sessions will begin in the
Berry Performing Arts Center and
continue with tours of the school.

Register for the sessions at
WHschool.org/rsvp. For more infor-
mation, call (908) 754-1882, Ext. 155.

Registration for
HackWHS II is Open
WESTFIELD — Westfield High

School (WHS) students Ethan Jaffee
and Zack Lemberg will be hosting the
school’s second hackathon,
hackWHS II, on Saturday, December
8. A hackathon is a STEM-focused
innovation competition. Students
from all around New Jersey are in-
vited to come to WHS and program
the best app, game, website, or more,
in order to win an array of prizes.

While there, participants will also
be able to hear from people within the
industry, as well as receive help from
them on their projects.

No prior experience is needed for
this event. Tracks will be set up for
people who have never written a line
of code before.

Parents who are involved in the
technology industry can consider be-
ing a speaker, mentor, sponsor, or
judge at this year’s event. Those in-
terested can email,
hackwestfieldhigh@gmail.com

The event starts at 9 a.m. on Satur-
day, December 8, and ends on Sun-
day, December 9 at 9 a.m. Registra-
tion is open now. Visit http://
www.hackwhs.com to sign up and
learn more about the event.
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