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Legal Newspaper for the County of Union, New Jersey
and for Westfield, Mountainside, Scotch Plains, Fanwood, Cranford and Garwood

State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asm. Jim Kennedy (D)
34 E. Cherry St.
Rahway, N.J. 07065
(732) 943-2660

Asw. Linda Carter (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance (R)
425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 518-7733

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark,
Rahway  and Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
asmkennedy@njleg.org, asmgreen@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (D)
850 Bear Tavern Road, Suite 201, Ewing, N.J. 08628
(609) 883-0026
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]

Letters to the Editor
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Diction Deception

‘Three or Four Hours After Midnight,
With My Head Full of the Subject’

This Sunday begins Daylight Saving Time. Remem-
ber to fall back one hour at 2 a.m.

Muddled, countries around the world have different
policies and time changes. It can be confusing and its
energy savings are controversial. One of the better
justifications for current energy policies and one of our
favorite lines – “Three or Four Hours After Midnight,
With Our Heads Full of the Subject” by Benjamin
Franklin.

A uniform implementation of Daylight Saving Time
has eluded civilization, and controversy exists whether
it actually saves energy, as Benjamin Franklin humor-
ously suggested in a letter to The Journal of Paris in
1784 – (Excerpts) “Messieurs, You often entertain us
with accounts of new discoveries.

Permit me to communicate to the public, through
your paper, one that has lately been made by myself, and
which I conceive may be of great utility… I was the
other evening in a grand company, where the new lamp
of Messrs. Quinquet and Lange was introduced, and
much admired for its splendour; but a general inquiry
was made, whether the oil it consumed was not in
proportion to the light it afforded, in which case there
would be no saving in the use of it… I went home, and
to bed, three or four hours after midnight, with my head
full of the subject. An accidental sudden noise waked
me about six in the morning, when I was surprised to
find my room filled with light; and I imagined at first,
that a number of those lamps had been brought into it;
but, rubbing my eyes, I perceived the light came in at the
windows.

I got up and looked out to see what might be the
occasion of it, when I saw the sun just rising above the
horizon, from whence he poured his rays plentifully into
my chamber, my domestic having negligently omitted,
the preceding evening, to close the shutters… Your
readers, who with me have never seen any signs of
sunshine before noon, and seldom regard the astronomi-
cal part of the almanac, will be as much astonished as I
was, when they hear of his rising so early; and especially

when I assure them, that he gives light as soon as he
rises. I am convinced of this. I am certain of my fact. One
cannot be more certain of any fact. I saw it with my own
eyes. And, having repeated this observation the three
following mornings, I found always precisely the same
result….

Yet it so happens, that when I speak of this discovery
to others, I can easily perceive by their countenances,
though they forbear expressing it in words, that they do
not quite believe me. One, indeed, who is a learned
natural philosopher, has assured me that I must certainly
be mistaken as to the circumstance of the light coming
into my room; for it being well known, as he says, that
there could be no light abroad at that hour, it follows that
none could enter from without; and that of consequence,
my windows being accidentally left open, instead of
letting in the light, had only served to let out the
darkness; and he used many ingenious arguments to
show me how I might, by that means, have been de-
ceived. I owned that he puzzled me a little, but he did not
satisfy me; and the subsequent observations I made, as
above mentioned, confirmed me in my first opinion…
This event has given rise in my mind to several serious
and important reflections. I considered that, if I had not
been awakened so early in the morning, I should have
slept six hours longer by the light of the sun, and in
exchange have lived six hours the following night by
candle-light; and, the latter being a much more expen-
sive light than the former, my love of economy induced
me to muster up what little arithmetic I was master of,
and to make some calculations, which I shall give you,
after observing that utility is, in my opinion the test of
value in matters of invention, and that a discovery which
can be applied to no use, or is not good for something,
is good for nothing… I say it is impossible that so
sensible a people, under such circumstances, should
have lived so long by the smoky, unwholesome, and
enormously expensive light of candles, if they had
really known, that they might have had as much pure
light of the sun for nothing. A Subscriber.”

GONE TO POTT...Friends of the Fanwood Library MuseumPass Coordinator
Jane Van Haasteren presents five winning tickets to Barbara Buettner while
granddaughter and longtime Harry Potter fan Saidy (in pink hairband) looks on.

Yes, The Library Is A Refuge,
But It Is So Much More

It’s not unusual to think of the li-
brary as a refuge, a quiet little home
away from home, where we can not
only read, but think, meet people,
have a little rest from the craziness of
our lives. But in addition to that func-
tion, the library can be a great con-
nection to the real world, bringing us
opportunities for films, meetings, lec-
tures, music, and classes.

The Fanwood Memorial Library
offered me a bridge to the outside
world recently in a surprising way.
On a whim, I entered the Friends of
the Fanwood and Scotch Plains li-
braries raffle to win a lottery that was
offering five tickets to see “Harry
Potter: A History of Magic” - at the

New York Historical Society. My
granddaughter is a Harry Potter fan,
and at her request, I’ve read all seven
books (eek!). So I suppose that makes
me a legitimate fan as well. When I
won the tickets, my granddaughter
and her family were thrilled.

Off they go tomorrow to the City,
along with a friend, to take in the
exhibit. I know they’ll have a won-
derful time and prove once again how
valuable our local library is. Yes, the
library is a refuge, but it is so much
more. Harry Potter, here we come
and all because of our local library!

Barbara Buettner
Fanwood

See The Campaign Financing Reports
For The Westfield BOE Candidates

My name is Robert Cirasa. I am
serving as the treasurer for the cam-
paign of Your Child’s Voice for
Westfield BOE, a slate that includes
the candidacy of my son. In filing the
required reports for the slate’s cam-
paign financing (which derives en-
tirely from the contributions of the
candidates themselves and myself), I
could not but notice a filing in the last
few days for the financing of the
candidates opposing our own.

(Timely reports are required for all
contributions exceeding, in aggregate,

$300 from any single source.) I be-
lieve that filing… along with the ones
of similar magnitude likely to follow
that will account for the means under-
writing the obviously very large ex-
penditures for their campaign… is
worthy of broader attention from the
public.

A combined contribution of
$10,700 from the NJ State Laborers
Political Action Committee of Mon-
roe Township and the Laborers Union
Local 472 Political Action Commit-
tee of Newark must surely be unprec-
edented financing (and apparently just
partial financing) for an election to
the Westfield Board of Election.

You may obtain a copy of this and
all campaign financing reports from
the website of the New Jersey Elec-
tion Law Enforcement Commission:
h t t p s : / / w w w . e l e c . n j . g o v /
ELECReport/searchcandidate.aspx .

Robert Cirasa
Westfied

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Rif – To dismiss from employment
2. Thebaism – The habitual use of

opium
3. Theroid – Like an animal or beast
4. Jacal – A hut built of logs and

daubed with mud

JADISH
1. Scarred; grooved
2. Unbalanced; unstable
3. Precipitous; extremely steep
4. Tired, mean or worn out

POSNET
1. A large quill feather of a bird’s wing
2. A shelf behind an altar for candle-

sticks
3. A little basin or saucepan
4. A series of standing stones sur-

rounding a central object
PATHETIST

1. A hypnotist
2. An astringent or repellent
3. A phantom, ghost or vision
4. A confidence man; swindler

PEBA
1. A white fish found in some lakes in

Central and South America
2. A small armadillo found from Texas

to South America
3. A type of dugout canoe
4. Wet mud

Veterans Day Keeps Alive Legacy
Of Our Defenders of Freedom

One hundred years ago this Sunday, the Allied
forces and Germany signed the Armistice that ended
hostilities on the Western Front in World War I, at
the 11th hour of the 11th day of the 11th month of
1918. The date was commemorated as Armistice
Day until 1954, when President Dwight D.
Eisenhower officially changed the name of the
holiday to Veterans Day.

A day both solemn and inspiring, Veterans Day
compels us to reflect on the service and sacrifices
members of the United States’ armed forces have
made since the earliest days of the American Revo-
lution. The causes, scope and strategies of military
campaigns in which we engaged may have varied,
but one constant has remained over the past nearly
two-and-a-half centuries — our unwavering com-
mitment to freedom for ourselves and other nations.

This commitment, first forged by our colonial
forbears in their fight for independence, has been an
unbreakable thread linking all American military
personnel since. It is a legacy that has been displayed
in the courage and altruism of millions of men and
women who answered the call to defend freedom at
home and abroad, even at the cost of their own lives.

Local residents have been a part of that distin-
guished legacy from the beginning, from pre-Revo-
lutionary patriots to the hometown daughters and
sons serving on multiple fronts around the globe
today. These champions of liberty contributed to the
abolishment of slavery through their Civil War ser-
vice, faced unprecedented combat conditions in
World War I, and were part of the Greatest Genera-

tion that saved the world from Nazi oppression in the
Second World War. The heroism of American troops
was further manifested in Korea and Vietnam, and
continues unabated on the present-day battlefields
of Afghanistan, the Middle East and elsewhere. In
addition to the World War I Armistice centennial,
2018 marks the 65th anniversary of the Korean War
Armistice, a year that also has seen repatriation of
the remains of U.S. troops killed during that conflict.

In Scotch Plains and Fanwood, American Legion
Post 209 and Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 10122
will conduct ceremonies this Sunday, November 11.
The commemorations will begin with laying of
wreaths at 11 a.m. at the Veterans Monument at Park
Avenue and Front Street in Scotch Plains, followed
by wreath presentations at noon at the Fanwood
Memorial Library. Additionally on Sunday, the Ge-
nealogical Society of the West Fields will present a
program beginning at 11 a.m. at Fairview Cemetery
honoring the “Boys of ’17” from Westfield who are
memorialized on the town’s monument to Veterans
of World War I at the North Avenue and East Broad
Street plaza. On Monday, November 12, Martin
Wallberg American Legion Post 3 will host an 11
a.m. ceremony at the Westfield monument.

We join the host organizations in encouraging the
public to attend these events recognizing United
States veterans past and present. We owe all veter-
ans, as well as current active-duty military person-
nel, a gratitude mere words can never fully express
for the freedom they won and have steadfastly
safeguarded for us.

Approving ‘Cory’s Law’ Was Just
Political Stunt By Democrats

Governor Phil Murphy last week quietly signed a bill
that allows a member of the U.S. Senate or House of
Representatives, for that matter, to run for President/Vice-
President in the same year he or she is seeking reelection.
The Star-Ledger has dubbed it “Cory’s Law,” as United
States Senator Cory Booker (D-N.J.) has stated his clear
aspirations to seek the Presidency in 2020.

In past Presidential elections, Joe Lieberman ran for
reelection to his United States Senate seat in Connecticut,
while he was running for vice-president on the ticket with
Presidential candidate Al Gore in 2000. In 2008, then
Senator Joe Biden also sought reelection in his home state
of Delaware, while appearing on the same election ballot
as Barack Obama’s vice-presidential running-mate.

The New Jersey bill, A-4674/S-3106, sponsored by
Assembly Speaker Craig Coughlin (D-19th, Woodbridge)
and Senate President Stephen Sweeney (D-3rd,
Gloucester), was introduced and released from committee
the same day, October 22, and passed by both the Assem-
bly, 47-26-2, and Senate, 22-17, along party lines on
October 29. Senators Shirley Turner and Ronald Rice,
both Democrats, voted no on the legislation.

Sen. Sweeney said the bill was written as a clarification
on state law to avoid lawsuits as New Jersey does not
specifically disallow a candidate from running for two
offices in the same year. According to the legislation, “No
provision of... any other law, rule, or regulation shall be
interpreted as to prevent a person from accepting a nomi-
nation by petition in the manner provided ... or consenting
to the acceptance of a nomination in a petition for a

primary or general election in the manner provided ... for
the offices of Member of the United States House of
Representatives or United States Senator and President or
Vice-President of the United States to be filled at the same
general election,” and thus, “a person may appear on the
ballot as a candidate for the offices of Member of the
United States House of Representatives or United States
Senator and President or Vice-President of the United
States simultaneously.”

In response, State Republican Chairman Doug Steinhardt
called the Democrats’ action hypocritical. He said when
Governor Chris Christie, a Republican, ran for President,
Democrats introduced legislation that would have forced
then-Gov. Christie to resign if he ran for the White House.
That bill was never advanced in the Legislature, nj.com
reported.

In our view, Mr. Booker needs to decide which office he
wants to run for. Our guess is he knows the odds of
garnering the Democratic Party nomination for President
are remote given the number of likely candidates. He also
wants to retain the Senator title and the political clout that
goes with it.

“Spartacus had the courage to make decisions,” Repub-
lican Senator Gerald Cardinale said prior to voting in
opposition to the bill, a reference to Mr. Booker’s
“Spartacus moment” comment during Supreme Court
Justice Brett Kavanaugh’s confirmation hearing. “He ain’t
no Spartacus,” Sen. Cardinale said.

When it comes to the Dem majority, it looks like they
want one set of rules for Dems and another for GOP.


