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Veterans Day, November 11

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
HAPPY HALLOWEEN...Fanwood’s Halloween Parade is a family-oriented fall
event that was celebrated October 31.

DEMS SWEEP SCOTCH PLAINS...Democrats Elizabeth Stamler, Josh Losardo
and Roshan White celebrate their election to the Scotch Plains township council
at an election night party at the Jerseyland Community Center.

Malinowski Defeats Lance in Tight
Race for 7th Congressional Dist.

Christina M. Hinke for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
CONGRESSMAN-ELECT...Congressman-elect for the 7th Congressional District Tom Malinowski, a Democrat, cel-
ebrates his victory over five-term Republican Congressman Leonard Lance on Tuesday night.
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Scotch Plains Dems Sweep Three
Seats To Garner Council Control

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Democrats
won all three township council seats
in Tuesday’s election, giving them
the majority after a campaign in which
they raised concerns about the pace
and breadth of downtown redevelop-
ment.

Elizabeth Stamler, Josh Losardo
and Roshan White easily outpolled
Republicans Andrew Bondarowicz,
Jeff Kowalczyk and Sonali Dalvi to
give the Democrats their first council
majority since 2015. Since the early
1970s, Democrats have had a major-

ity on the governing body in just five
different years — 1999, 2013 and the
early months of 2014, 2015 and 2016.
The winners will be sworn into office
for four-year terms on Tuesday, Janu-
ary 1.

Unofficial results showed that Ms.
Stamler was the top vote-getter, win-
ning 5,327 votes, with Mr. Losardo
receiving 5,225 votes and Mr. White,
5,133. Mr. Kowalczyk received the
most Republican votes, with 4,330,
while Mr. Bondarowicz garnered
4,265 votes and Mrs. Dalvi received
4,188.

At their victory party at Jerseyland

Community Center, Democrats were
happy — and seemingly surprised —
by the triple victory. Pronouncing
herself “surprised” and “very humbled
that people chose me,” Ms. Stamler
told The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times that she and her running mates
had “worked very hard as a team.”
Mr. White told The Times that “the
hard work has just begun,” adding
that “the residents are what matters,
not [political] party.” Mr. Losardo
said he was “very excited at the op-
portunity to serve the community and
continue to make Scotch Plains a
better place.” He complimented all
five of his fellow council candidates,
calling them “terrific,” and advocated
for “no partisanship” moving forward.
“Let’s get the job done,” he said.

At the Republicans’ election gath-
ering, held at the rescue squad build-
ing, the mood was subdued through-
out the hour of vote-counting. Mayor
Alexander Smith congratulated the
Democrats, whose victories will make
him the second mayor in recent times
to preside over a council controlled
by the other party. For several months
in 2014, Democratic Mayor Kevin
Glover led a council controlled by
Republicans.

“I hope we can work together and
continue what we’ve been doing,”
Mayor Smith said of the new political
landscape. “There is lots to do to get
ready for next year.” At the top of next
year’s agenda will be downtown re-
development, as developers’ formal
proposals for the 8.2 acres of public
property are evaluated by township
professionals and the council.

Unofficial results for the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education
showed Karen Kulikowski, Debora
Brody and Tonya Williams winning
the three available seats. Ms.
Kulikowski garnered 3,078 votes, Ms.
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McElroy Barker and Walsh
Get Fanwood Council Nods
By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – Excited to be re-
turned to her seat on the Fanwood
Council, Democrat incumbent Erin
McElroy Barker was elected to an-
other three-year term in Tuesday’s
General Election, garnering 2,264
votes. Also winning a seat on the
council was Democrat Patricia Walsh,
a 26-year resident of Fanwood.

When asked about her win, Ms.
McElroy Barker stated, “I want to
thank the Fanwood community for
giving me another three years. I am
looking forward to continuing my
work with the community.”

Married with two children, Ms.
McElroy Barker has been a resident
of Fanwood for the last 15 years. She
currently chairs the governing body’s
recreation and community services
committee.

According to the borough’s count,
Ms. Walsh earned 2,420 votes.

“I would really like to say thank
you to all the voters,” Ms. Walsh
remarked about her successful cam-
paign for council. “It was great to see
everyone getting out to vote. It shows
how much our community cares.”

Ms. Walsh has been a teacher in the

New York City school system for 30
years. She has raised four children
through the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
school system and is married to Fan-
wood Recreation Director Neil Pierce.

Republican Brian Walter was de-
feated, earning 1,322 votes. Mr.
Walter graduated from Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School in 1997 and
also attended Terrill Middle School
and Coles Elementary School. He
and his wife, Rosalina, have two chil-
dren, one of who attends McGinn
Elementary School.

Earlier this year, it was announced
that Mr. Walter had been hired as the
executive chef of the Shackamaxon
Country Club. He is the former owner
and operator of Flannery’s Pub in
Fanwood.

When asked about the election re-
sults, Mayor Colleen Mahr said, “This
is a very exciting night for Fanwood.
I am so happy for Erin’s return and to
welcome Trisha. These are two dedi-
cated women serving our borough. I
want to thank all the voters for com-
ing out this evening. We had an im-
pressively high number of voters in
our borough for a mid-term election.”

Fanwood’s elected government
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Dems Sweep in Garwood;
Todisco Elected Mayor

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for  The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD – Democratic candi-
date councilwoman Sara Todisco was
elected as the youngest mayor in
Garwood’s history and third female
mayor in Garwood’s history, Tues-
day, defeating Republican Council-
woman Ileen Cuccaro. Ms. Todisco’s
running mates, Sean Benoit and
Michael Ince, defeated Republican
Councilwoman Stephanie Bianco and
board of education member Sal
Piarulli.

Preliminary calculations as of Tues-
day evening provided by the borough
clerk’s office had Ms. Todisco re-
ceiving 1,043 votes to Ms. Cuccaro’s
728 tallies. Mr. Ince received 1,006
votes and Mr. Benoit received 1,007
votes to Ms. Bianco’s 738 votes and
Mr. Piarulli’s 703 votes.

“We will make sure everyone has
a voice. I will not let you down, I
promise you that,”, said Ms. Todisco
to her supporters during a victory
celebration at The Station Bar and
Grill.

Ms. Todisco stated, “I represent all
of you,” describing Garwood as not a
red town (Republican) nor a blue
town (Democrat), but a “purple town.”
Ms. Todisco stated all residents must
come together in unity to keep
Garwood the “small town” it has al-
ways been. Ms. Todisco stated
whether someone rents or owns, has
lived in the borough all their life or
just moved into the borough, every-
one is a resident whose opinion mat-
ters and will be considered.

Acknowledging current Mayor
Charles Lombardo and previous bor-
ough Mayor Dennis McCarthy, Ms.
Todisco said she will join the ranks of
Democratic mayors who have served
the borough professionally and who
have successfully delivered their

promises to the residents.
“After watching my dad serve in

law enforcement missing birthdays
and holidays to protect our nation, I
know my dad is a committed, honest
and devoted person to represent
Garwood’s best interests,” said Emily
Ince after her father’s successful can-
didacy.

Mr. Benoit said the effort took many
people constantly working for every-
one on the ticket to be victorious. Mr.
Benoit stated he wanted to thank all
those who supported his running mates
and himself and those in the room
who dedicated their time to the cam-
paign.

Both Ms. Bianco and Mr. Piarulli
provided commentary to The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times following the
election.

“It’s been an honor to work on the
behalf of the Garwood residents. I
thank each and every resident for
allowing me to serve my commu-
nity,” Ms. Bianco said.

“It was a hard fought campaign.
I’m scared for the direction of our
town, but as a member of the board of
ed., I will continue to fight for those
that matter the most, our children,”
Mr. Piarulli said.

Planning board member Stephen
Greet stated the election was a voter
referendum for Garwood to move
forward. He said the election unifies
Garwood allowing the borough to
protect and keep a “hometown ap-
proach” to Garwood.

Voters also decided the race for
seats on the borough’s board of edu-
cation. Ralph Trentacosta, 539 votes;
Maureen Scepkowski, 480 votes; and
Denise Ridente, 567 votes, were
elected to the board over current board
member Mary Ann Kjetsaa, 462 votes,
and candidate Joseph Miceli, 419
votes.

Courtesy of Thomas Kranz
VICTORY...Fanwood Democrats, Councilwoman Erin McElroy Barker and
Trisha Walsh, celebrate their victory Tuesday night. Pictured are Eryn Sinclair,
recreation commissioner; Hannah Sinclair, her daughter; Scott Sinclair, her
husband, left in rear, Kevin Boris, former councilman; Mayor Colleen Mahr, in
blue at top; Councilwoman-elect Walsh; Councilwoman McElroy Barker; Coun-
cilman Anthony Carter, back row, between them; Councilman Jack Molenaar;
and, front row, Councilwoman Barker’s children, Connor Barker and Kieran
Barker.

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

REGION — Democrat Tom
Malinowski defeated incumbent Re-
publican Leonard Lance Tuesday in a
tight race for the 7th Congressional
District, with Mr. Malinowski receiv-
ing 50.3 percent of the vote while Mr.
Lance had 48.15 percent with just
over 96 percent of precincts report-
ing, according to The Associated

Press. Mr. Lance, who has served as
a Congressman since 2009, called
Mr. Malinowski to concede the race,
Mr. Malinowski said at his election
night headquarters at the Embassy
Suites in Berkeley Heights, which
was teeming with supporters.

Union County voters helped to push
Mr. Malinowski to the win, with
32,165 voting for him and 25,518
voting for Congressman Lance.

Mr. Malinowski has served as as-
sistant secretary of state for democ-
racy, human rights and labor under
President Barack Obama. He was born
in Poland, and raised in Princeton.

Mr. Malinowski began his victory
speech by thanking Mr. Lance for his
many years in public service.

While standing beside his daughter,
mother, girlfriend and brother, and a
team of campaign staff, Mr.
Malinowski thanked the “grassroots
organizations” that campaigned for
him. “I got into this race because of my
own convictions of what was happen-
ing in this country, but that is not why
I won. I won because of you,” he said.

Recalling moments in his door-to-
door campaign, Mr. Malinowski
talked about the constituents he met
in Cranford, Summit, Phillipsburg and
other municipalities.

“It was the young father I met in
Cranford who told me his little girl
was born with something nobody
outside the U.S. has ever heard of, a
preexisting condition,” he said. He
went on to talk about healthcare is-
sues in the state, and this family being
put in a position of having “to choose
between saving their kid’s life and
bankrupting their family.”

He said a Summit Republican told
him he was voting for a Democrat for
the first time ever and asked Mr.
Malinowski to “fix the trains.”

Other issues he discussed were
pipelines and gun violence. “It’s the
purpose of politics to solve those
kinds of problems,” he said.

“This election is about the character
of America. There are things happen-
ing in our country that I’d never thought
I’d see. Words being spoken in our

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times


