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A Garwood Government Record of
Too Little, Too Late

As a registered Democrat and
someone who is observing the
race between Mayor Charles
Lombardo and Councilwoman Sara
Todisco, I have to say – too little,
too late. Lombardo’s team pro-
motes him as a “behind the scenes”
Mayor as written by his running
mate Jennyfer Guerrero as re-
cently as her latest letter to the
editor I saw online. However, what
has he really done in the past 3 1/
2 years? I don’t hear them sharing
much of his record, other than
revitalizing the Historical Commit-
tee, which by the way, he made
Councilwoman Todisco the first
ever liaison of after they won to-
gether back in the 2014 election.

I noticed he joined Facebook
the day after the “Democrats for
Garwood” slate of Todisco, Ince,
and Benoit was announced back
in March. I also noticed he joined
the Mayors Against Illegal Guns
advocacy group after a contested
primary became clear, even
though the organization was
started in 2006. Only days ago,
he had the Garwood Police De-
partment post a letter from him
to residents about the remediation
and demolition work at South
Avenue on their Facebook Page.
However, he wasn’t visible on
social media or elsewhere when
half of the homes in Garwood lost
power during a bad snowstorm
this winter, including when some
homes on Center Street lost power
for almost a week.

It looks to me, that he too,
recognizes “behind the scenes”
is not good enough.

Additionally, I watched Mayor
Lombardo read a prepared state-
ment at the last Council meeting
accusing residents of creating
“doomsday scenarios” because
they raised questions about the
environmental cleanup at the

Casale/Petro properties. Then, I
read last week’s Leader to see
his running mate, Vincent
Kearney, use the same “dooms-
day” term to describe another
matter in his letter. There’s some-
thing wrong when that is their
campaign buzzword.

I will be proudly voting for Sara
Todisco, Michael Ince, and Sean
Benoit on Column D on June 5 for
many reasons. They are not lim-
ited to the following, but here are
some I would like to share. First
of all, “doomsday” isn’t in the
message of the Todisco-Ince-
Benoit team because they have
optimism about the future and
do not believe in dismissing or
diminishing resident questions
and concerns. Also, I do not want
a “behind the scenes” Mayor as
Garwood faces major redevelop-
ment and will very likely face
new challenges in the next four
years. I want a Mayor with the
determination and the ability to
get things done and stay on top
of and ahead of the issues. That
person is Sara Todisco. I see
Sara at nearly every community
event, follow her on Facebook for
frequent updates about the town,
and watch her provide valuable
insights at Council meetings.

I hope others will join me in
voting Column D on June 5.

Jonathan O’Hea
Garwood Resident

I Totally Support Our
Current Mayor,

Charles Lombardo
A lot of people call me the

“Voice of Garwood” because I
usually have a lot to say. Those
who know me know I only say
things that I mean and that are
truthful. I totally support our
current mayor, Charles
Lombardo, and his running
mates, Jennyfer and Vincent,

Laughs Aimed at Garwood From Other
Towns as It Mismanages Development

As Alice said in Wonderland,
“things get curiouser and
curiouser.” Nowhere is that ob-
servation more true than in
Garwood, that little patch of
ground that likes to call itself the
small town with the big heart.
I’m sure the Mad Hatter would
agree that the only big thing
about Garwood these days are
the laughs directed at it from
other towns who watch it mis-
manage and bungle its opportu-
nities to redevelop some of the
largest and most valuable tracts
of land in the county. Some
members of both parties have
turned Garwood redevelopment
into a joke.

We have two full tickets on the
Democratic side chattering away
about various issues and look-
ing to win primary votes. We
have some Republican candi-
dates who sound like they are
not sure where the party plat-
form ends and where fantasy
begins. Alice and the Mad Hatter
would agree with this newspa-
per when it calls the Garwood
election season “the silly sea-
son.”

So, what do we do? Who do we
vote for? I think we need to look
a little deeper than at just a full
ticket of candidates of either
party and the party line they
espouse. We need to look at the
individuals themselves who are
running and what they stand
for.

I would like to introduce you to
one of the people I am going to
vote for in the Democratic Pri-
mary Election, Vincent Kearney.
Vincent is a family man with two
young boys and a wonderful wife
who serves as a crossing guard
in Garwood. Vincent moved to
Garwood to start and raise this
family, and put down roots.

I know he is kind of person who
will step up and serve Garwood
with integrity, just as he serves
our larger community as an of-

ficer for the Union County Sher-
iff. With his strong personal char-
acter and his many years of
experience in law enforcement,
I believe has the foundation for
what it takes to represent our
community well and help pro-
vide what we all want for
Garwood: Clean streets, good
schools, safe neighborhoods and
fiscal responsibility.

I believe that to be a good
Councilperson you need a good
moral compass. You need to have
the courage of your convictions.
At our level in politics it comes
down to knowing the right thing
from the wrong thing for your
community. From what I know
of Vincent over the several years
I have known him, he would
bring these qualities along with
his sharp analytical ability to the
office of Councilman. Addition-
ally, Vincent is a person who can
think for himself outside of party
boundaries because – let’s face
it – we should all check our party
membership at the door when
we are talking about local poli-
tics. We all want the same things
in our community and there is
no such thing as a Democratic
road or a Republican street light.

Vote for Vincent Kearney in
the June 5 primary for council-
man.

Mike Martin
Former Garwood Councilman

because I believe in them, and
they are truthful. I would appre-
ciate the people of Garwood com-
ing together to re-elect Mayor
Lombardo and his team so that
they can continue the work he
started, bringing this town for-
ward.

America is a great country.
You can speak your mind and
give your opinions. When you
have lived as long as I have,
you see a lot of changes around
you, and most are for the bet-
ter. Mayor Lombardo was a
Garwood Councilman for 21
years before he became Mayor,
and he has served under many
Mayors, both Democrat and Re-
publican, under many difficult
circumstances. His experience
and dedication to our town over
the years speak for itself. He
has lived in Garwood for more
than 40 years and he has al-
ways taken a serious interest in
its growth and progress.

When Mayor Lombardo says he
will do something, he does it.
When you call him, he will get
back to you with an answer or
direct you to the people who can
answer your specific question.
Much of what he does is behind
the scenes, and some people
think nothing is being done, but
that is very far from the truth. He
doesn’t look for the glory, the
headlines or to get his name in
print. He just goes about his
duties as mayor, always with the
residents’ best interests in mind,
because that is how he is. He is
quiet, mature, and determined.
Garwood always comes first with
him, and it always will.

On June 5, I am respectfully
asking that you join me in voting
to re-elect Mayor Charles
Lombardo and his team on Col-
umn B, so that he can continue
the progress that was started
under his leadership.

Rosemary Snow
Garwood
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