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WEIGAND WINS 1,600, FLEISCHER 3,200, CADET 400H

Raiders, Cougars Place Third
In UCC Boys Division Track

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Union Catholic captured the
Watchung Division team title, while
the Rahway Indians dominated the
Mountain Division at the Union
County Conference (UCC) boys track
& field championships held at Gover-
nor Livingston (GL) High School in
Berkeley Heights on May 10-11. The
Viking boys had a total of 142, while

the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Raiders
took third at 84 and the Westfield
Blue Devils took fifth at 45. Rahway
amassed 231 points in its victory,
while the Cranford Cougars placed
third at 72.25.

On Day 1, the Blue Devils chewed
up several team points in the 1,600
with Spencer Weigand crossing first
with a time of 4:24.06, Matt Meusel
finishing second at 4:26.37 and Will

McGlynn finishing fifth at 4:31.42.
Union Catholic Viking Krishna White
had a great showing to win the triple
jump with a distance of 46-9.5.

Although not running in the seeded
heat, Raider Justin Williams looked
quite impressive winning his heat in
the 400 hurdles with a time of 59.04.

“I think I did really good. I dropped
my time down a second. I guess it was
just my mentality. Today I took it
more seriously and performed
harder,” Williams said.

Williams’ time was good enough to
earn second place behind Linden’s
Ugonna Ike who finished in 56.84.
Raider Kyle Estivene took third at
59.31 and Blue Devil Nick
Savorgiannakis finished sixth at
1:01.43.

Williams’ next goal would be,
“Probably a 57 because the lower I
get I know I am improving. I run like
a 52 in the 400, so I should be lower,”
Williams said.

Raider Jacob Leigh took second in
the high jump with a PR clearance of
6-0. Leigh also finished third in the
100 dash at 11.16. Blue Devil Jeremy
Kronheimer took third in the javelin
with a toss of 150-7. Raider Mike
Leegan took fifth at 143-11 and Blue
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O’BRIEN WHACKS 3-RUN HR; GLUCK 3-3, 2 RBI, 2 RUNS

Cougar Softballers Bombard
Benedictine Green Bees, 16-0

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Just one day after knocking off the
Governor Livingston Highlanders for
the second time this season, the
Cranford High School softball team
unloaded all of its offensive might on
the Benedictine Academy Green Bees
at Adams Field in Cranford on May 9.
The 9-6 Cougars scored nine runs in
the bottom of the first inning, added
one in the second and erupted for six
more in the third to grab a 16-0, three
and one-half inning shutout.

Obviously the mound performances
of Brenna Dolan and Morrigan
Gardiner were on target. Dolan tossed
the first inning, striking out two Bees,
while allowing two singles. Gardiner
pitched the next three innings, yield-
ing just two singles and a walk, while
recording five strikeouts.

Everyone in the Cougars’ lineup
played a role in the production. Sarah
Gluck rapped a double and a pair of
singles, while scoring twice and add-
ing two RBI. Erin Schwerdtfeger (2

RBI) singled twice, doubled and
scored twice. Taylor Reitzel singled
twice, scored twice and had an RBI.
Mia Markase (RBI) singled twice and
scored twice. Dolan rapped a two-run
double and Gardiner (RBI, run)
singled twice in the first inning. Ava
Manfra doubled in her one plate ap-
pearance but scored twice — once as
a pinch runner for Dolan. But the big
blast came from Grace O’Brien, who
lined a three-run home run in the third
inning.

“We don’t take any game lightly.
We were going in expecting it to be a
close game and everybody adjusted
to the pitcher very well. She’s a de-
cent pitcher. She had a very nice
changeup. Their shortstop and third
baseman were very good. They rattled
us a little when they were at bat. We
adjusted and put our hits together,”
Cougar Head Coach Heather West
said.

In the Benedictine first inning,
Dolan yielded a leadoff single to
Yaselin Gonzalez and a one-out single

to Jocelyn Vega. Gardiner ceded a
walk to Nyah Harmon but struck out
the other three batters in the second.
Gardiner gave up a single to Olivia
Tirso in the third and a single to
Harmon in the fourth.

The Cougars’ merry-go-round of
runs in the first inning began with
Gardiner’s slashing single over first,
followed by Gluck’s single past third
and Schwerdtfeger’s looping RBI
single over second. Dolan drilled her
two-run double to center and Reitzel
ricocheted an RBI single off the
shortstop’s glove. Angelina Iosso
plopped an RBI single into shallow
leftfield. Markase singled up the
middle and Julia Lefano’s fly ball to
center was dropped.

With the bases loaded, Elizabeth
McCaffery tapped a grounder to the
second baseman, who opted to try to
get the force out at home but it was too
late. Gardiner followed with an in-
field RBI single, Gluck grounded an
RBI single past first and
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

LEADERS FROM THE START...Blue Devils Spencer Weigand, No. 3, and Matt Meusel, No. 4, leads the pack in the 1,600,
which includes Raider Brandon Garcia, just behind Weigand, at the Union County Conference Watchung Division race.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FINISHING SECOND IN THE 400 HURDLES...Raider Justin Williams won his
heat in the 400 hurdles and finished second overall at the UCC track meet.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

OUT AT THIRD BASE...Cougar Bridget Dineen is tagged out by Green Bee third baseman Amie Vega in the third inning
at Adams Field in Cranford on May 9. The Cougars defeated Benedictine, 16-0.
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