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Jewelers&N C

Nabig Sakr Carmen Cascao

908-233-3380
102 Quimby Street Westfield, NJ

Store hours - M T W & F: 10am to 5:30pm

Thursday: 10am to 7pm • Saturday: 10am to 5pm

Sunday: Closed

Custom Jewelry Designs

Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor agents and are not employees of the Company. ©2018 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved.
Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker Logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

WESTFIELD EAST OFFICE

209 CENTRAL AVENUE

(908) 233-5555

Jean Marie Morgan
Sales Associate, International President's Elite

2017 NJ Realtors® Circle of Excellence
Sales Award® Platinum

Top 1% of Sales Associates Nationwide

Direct Line: 908-279-4441

OPEN HOUSE: Saturday, May 19th • 1-3pm

315 Wychwood Road, Westfield $1,249,000
Resort Living! Amazing opportunity to own an authentic Wychwood gem perched on nearly 3/4 of an
acre of park like property w/slate roof & superb craftsmanship throughout!
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SP-F BOE OKs $2.8-Mil.
HVAC Upgrade for SPFHS

lights will be turned off via a timer
each evening at 9 p.m.

In other business, the planning
board accepted a resolution from
the township council asking the
board to undertake a preliminary
investigation for the possible rede-
velopment of property off Jerusa-
lem Road. That tract of land was
included in the township’s recent
affordable-housing court settlement
as a potential future site for housing
development.

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Members of
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education unanimously approved a
bid award of $2,773,000 to EACM
Corporation, of Sea Bright, N.J., for
the HVAC (Heating Ventilation and
Air Conditioning) project at Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School at last
Thursday’s meeting.

According to the bid, air condition-
ing will be installed in the gymna-
sium, athletic trainer office, band and
choral room, health office and atten-
dance office.

Members of the board left out the
boys’ and girls’ locker rooms because
of the limited time spent in these
rooms, saving the district $190,000
from the original bid of $2,963,000.

It was noted that the wood shop
room was not included in the bid
because of the constant dust that would
be filling the filters and the auto shop
room because of the many times a day
the door is open in that space.

The board also unanimously voted

to approve the playground mainte-
nance projects for the district elemen-
tary schools for a total cost of
$127,121. It was reported that some
needed repairs will be done on vari-
ous equipment for safety reasons and
that some of the playgrounds will get
new rubber matting.

It was noted that funds will be
withdrawn from the 2017-2018 oper-
ating budget.

The next Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education meeting is sched-
uled for Thursday, May 24, at 7:30
p.m. It will be held at the administra-
tive building at 512 Cedar Street,
Scotch Plains.

On Wednesday, May 30, a Retiree
Recognition Program will be held at Ev-
ergreen Elementary School at 3:30 p.m.

Also, it was reported that on Mon-
day, June 4, a Student Recognition
Program will take place at Evergreen
School at 7:30 p.m.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
PLAYING THE HITs..."8 Till When?" performs at Westfield’s Girls’ Day And
Night Out last Thursday. The event was sponsored by the Downtown Westfield
Corporation.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
VINTAGE CARS...This gentleman looks over the selection of classic cars at
Cranford Cruiser Night held last Wednesday evening. The event, sponsored by the
Cranford Chamber of Commerce, will continue on Wednesdays, June 13 and July
11, on North Union Avenue between Springfield Avenue and North Avenue. The
event is now in its eighth year.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FRESH BAKED BREAD...This shopper makes a purchase from the selection of
breads and cakes from a Lithuanian bakery at the Scotch Plains Farmers’ Market
on Saturday.
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Downtown
Schepisi (R-39th, River Vale) will
be present to discuss legislation
being considered by the State As-
sembly, A-1648, that would estab-
lish additional factors when calcu-
lating towns’ fair share affordable-
housing obligations, something that
could reduce Scotch Plains’ current
affordable-housing obligations.

WF Council Expected to Vote
On Temporary Ice Rink

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — On Wednesday
evening, Councilwoman and Chair of
the Code Review and Town Property
Committee Dawn Mackey, Recreation
Commission Chairman Gary Fox and
Union Sports Arena owner Ken Ander-
son broadcasted a Facebook Live dis-
cussion addressing the installation of
an ice rink temporarily at Gumbert
Park. The broadcast followed an inves-
tigative Code Review and Town Prop-
erty Committee meeting addressing
neighboring residents’ concerns.

The ice rink has been reviewed by
the recreation commission and the Code
Review and Town Property Commit-
tee. Mayor Shelley Brindle and the
town council will be presented with the
revised proposal and will vote to enter
into a contract with Union Sports at the
Tuesday, May 22, town council meet-
ing.

Mr. Anderson said the rink would
include community activities such as
public skating sessions on Friday nights,
as well as Saturday and Sunday after-
noons. He said Westfield High School
Hockey teams and Westfield Hockey
Club teams will be offered priority rink
times. The Westfield hockey commu-
nity is comprised of over 250 families.

Mr. Anderson said high-school games
are not appropriate for the facility, but
the Westfield High School teams will
have priority ice time during the week
for practices.

He explained that the ice rink would
measure 200 feet by 85 feet.

Ms. Mackey stated that the Code
Review and Town Property Committee
“prudently” reached out to neighboring
residents “who would be most affected
by this proposal.” She stated that many
concerns the committee heard were
deemed “valid” so the committee sought
to “ameliorate and mitigate” those con-
cerns.

“I am very happy to say we have been
able to take care of many of those
concerns,” Ms. Mackey said.

Ms. Mackey stated that residents were

concerned with the noise generated by
the chiller, an electrically-powered
machine that keeps the ice frozen.

Mr. Fox said the chillers will gener-
ate noise between 70 and 90 decibels.
In comparison, a kitchen garbage dis-
posal produces noise at 85 decibels,
explained Mr. Fox.

The chiller will be relocated closer to
the commercial district near North Av-
enue, stated Mr. Anderson. He said the
chiller will be at least 300 feet away
from neighboring homes and will be
wrapped in a sound-absorbing mate-
rial.

The skating season will begin on
November 1, 2018, and will continue
operating until the end of February
2019, stated Mr. Anderson. He said
during the week the rink will begin
operation at 3:15 p.m., ceasing opera-
tion at 9 p.m.

On weekends, the rink will begin
operations at 8 a.m., remaining open
until 9 p.m. on Saturdays and closing at
8 p.m. on Sundays, stated Mr. Ander-
son.

Ms. Mackey said neighboring resi-
dents “voiced concerns” with overflow
parking on residential streets, idling
buses, and decreased pedestrian safety
with more traffic created by the rink.

Mr. Anderson said improvements will
be made to the “smaller parking lot,”
noting that the lot will remain desig-
nated for handicapped parking. The
“larger parking lot” with 48 current
parking spaces used for baseball league
games in the summer will be utilized for
hockey parking, stated Mr. Anderson.

Mr. Anderson stated he believes buses
will be minimal, but if they are used for
transportation the buses will park in the
same 48-space parking lot as other
guests. Bus companies and the school
district’s bus drivers must be notified
idling is not permitted, stated Mr. Ander-
son.

Mr. Anderson said the outdoor rink
was originally going to be open on all
sides; however, concessions were made
to enclose several sides.

Ms. Mackey stated that the opportu-
nity helps leverage the community’s
assets by bringing new opportunities at
“little or no costs to residents.”

Union Sports will bear responsibility
for all utility costs, garbage removal
and snow removal, stated Mr. Ander-
son. Other benefits to the surrounding
community include crosswalks being
added and repairs to sidewalks on both
sides of Chestnut Street.

“The improvements to these areas
will benefit the community in perpetu-
ity; the residents are really going to
welcome the improvements once ev-
erything is laid out,” Ms. Mackey said.

Ms. Mackey said the discussion “re-
mains a fluid process,” meaning con-
tinued resident feedback is welcome
with details being finalized to be the
most beneficial and resourceful to the
community.

BOE Honors Students for
Honor Soc. Status, Artwork

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD — Superintendent
Teresa Quigley, Ed.D., and the board
of education honored more than 30
Lincoln School students who had
achieved Honor Society status for the
third marking period at its meeting
Tuesday night. Lincoln School stu-
dent Reina Ridente was recognized
for her outstanding artwork. Reina’s
drawing, entitled “Up, Up, and Away,”
will be on a 10-month art tour through-
out Union County.

The art tour will include other
“youth drawn pieces” selected as out-
standing and unique. Reina’s artwork
will be at the Springfield Library on
Wednesday, May 23, and will be avail-
able to spectators in an art exhibit-
styled presentation.

Resident Bruce Paterson stated he
suggests Reina’s “Up, Up, and Away”
drawing should be made available in
a digital format on the school district’s
website. Mr. Paterson said he would
have liked to have seen it that evening
and commended Reina on her suc-
cess.

Reina’s art piece was drawn for the
Lincoln School art show directed by
teacher Rebecca Planer. Lining the
walls surrounding the gymnasium
leading to the cafeteria are numerous
drawings reflecting various art styles
with different instruments. All of the
drawings were a part of the student art
show.

On Tuesday evening at borough
hall, Lincoln School student council
members participated in “Students in
Government Day,” an evening when
Lincoln School students are given the
“unique opportunity to learn about
their local governing body by con-
ducting a council meeting,” stated
Lincoln School teacher and student
council advisor Tamara Benc.

All 12 student council members
adopt borough official roles and “con-
duct” the business of their local gov-
erning body.

“This is a special hands-on learn-
ing experience for our young leaders
and we are grateful to Mayor (Charles)
Lombardo and the members of the
council for once again extending an
invitation to our students,” Ms. Benc
said.

Student Joseph Carney was the
mayor, Peyton Collings was council
president, while council members
included David Augustyn, Paul
Castro, Lauren Roland, Sarah
Scepkowski and Angela Silva. Maria
Mormile served as the municipal

clerk, Taylor Hoffman was the police
chief, Macabee Flitsanor was fire
chief, and Sophia Malcolm played
the role of borough attorney.

Board member Tracey Roland
stated in response to recent parent
inquiries about school safety after the
national tragedies involving gun vio-
lence that the board has kept its prom-
ise to re-examine the Lincoln School
safety features and plans.

Ms. Roland said “increasing cam-
eras and overall security” have been
discussed. Board members noted that
in previous school violence cases, the
perpetrator had entered the building
through broken windows. Ms. Roland
said the board has considered invest-
ing in “shatter-proof windows,” but
that no decisions have been finalized.

Lincoln School parents have voiced
concerns with the Casale building
demolition’s impact on air safety for
students. A special town hall meeting
will be held on Wednesday, May 30,
at Lincoln School to discuss the demo-
lition process along with any risks it
may impose.

Councilwoman Sara Todisco said
she had received correspondence
from Russo Development attorney
Christopher Minks that the demoli-
tion will be suspended until after the
school year. Ms. Todisco said Mr.
Minks had mentioned the gesture
was done “to be a good neighbor”
and not because the air “will be haz-
ardous.”

Ms. Todisco said she felt compelled
to share the information with the
board. More information will be avail-
able to the board and the public at the
May 30 meeting, she said. Ms. Todisco
said she was representing herself as a
resident and a councilwoman at the
school board meeting and not all the
specific opinions of Mayor Lombardo
or the borough council.

School fundraisers are something
the board finds to be a positive for the
students and the community, stated
Ms. Roland. However, a procedure
when proposing or leading a
fundraiser must be followed, she
stated. The procedure includes pro-
posing the idea to Principal Mary
Emmons and she then will follow
procedure by notifying Superinten-
dent Quigley. The superintendent will
have the fundraiser approved by the
board of education, stated Ms. Roland.

Ms. Roland said she understands
how impassioned parents and stu-
dents who care “a lot about others and
the community” can get “excited and
lost in the process.”
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Donato Cir.
tennas and radio dish,” and expressed
concerns about possible health risks
from long-term exposure to radio waves.
“Our elected town officials allowed T-
Mobile to destroy my home, to destroy
my home value and equity into shreds
and to put my son and daughter at risk
of radiation,” she said.

Another resident, who did not wish
to be named, called the approval “be-
yond appalling” and said the board
“seemed to have ‘been there and done
that’ so many times regarding cell tow-
ers and are at the mercy of big govern-
ment and lobbyists.” He mentioned the
inconclusive studies regarding expo-
sure to radio waves as well as what he
felt were environmental issues and the
danger of falling ice at the site.

Donato Circle resident Mimi Nguyen
told The Times that three homes on
Donato Circle, all facing the tower site,
are up for sale. “One can say that a cell
tower is just another element of eye
pollution along Route 22, and that would
be fair to say. Only a cell tower is much
more than that. It is the last straw for a
number of residents and homeowners
in this community of 100 homes.
Homeowners worry about their prop-
erty values and their rental incomes.”
She, too, also spoke about possible
health risks from the tower antennas.
“This issue may be a small, passing
matter to town leaders,” Ms. Nguyen
said, “but to the homeowners, it is dev-
astating, heartbreaking, depressing
even.”
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