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Forgive Me, But If I Am Voting
For A Garwood Democrat

I find it disappointing, but not
surprising that the Lombardo
team and their surrogates con-
tinue to attack residents such as
myself in their previous letters.
It says a lot that, rather than
declare the reasons their candi-
dates should win the June 5 pri-
mary, they resort to calling out
residents for voicing their opin-
ions. They also continue to focus
on the “process” rather than ac-
tually providing the residents with
their candidates’ record and new
ideas. It shows they don’t feel
their team matches up to the
Todisco-Ince-Benoit ticket.

I also find it comical that their
team purports to be in any way
progressive. This coming from a
slate whose supposed Demo-
cratic mayoral candidate was
quite vocal in his votes for Donald
Trump and Republican freeholder
candidates. Forgive me, but if I
am voting for a Democrat, I want
to know that he shares my val-
ues – not that he just makes
convenient token overtures when
realizing he has to now run in a
contested primary and win over
Democratic voters. We need a
mayor who shares our Demo-
cratic principles, not one who
uses the party label for personal
interests, like perhaps job posi-
tions in a Democratic-heavy
Union County.

When speaking with Sara

Todisco, it is clear that she is a
Democrat for the right reasons
as a public school teacher (out-
side of Union County, I may add)
who values strength in commu-
nity and the ability of govern-
ment to do good for people, like
public works projects, safety, and
services. Sara, along with Michael
and Sean, are willing to stand up
to corruption and bad govern-
ment at every turn regardless of
party labels.

The Todisco-Ince-Benoit team
has real ideas to make a better
future in Garwood, such as a
more open application process
to ensure town boards and com-
mittees are representative of the
town, to hold more public fo-
rums, to distribute welcome
packets to new residents, and
much more. Those fresh ideas
and Sara’s record of success as a
Councilwoman, including the first
no tax increase in 17 years and
upgrading emergency manage-
ment equipment, are why I am
excited to vote for them on June
5. I would encourage my fellow
Democrats to check out their full
platform on
www.dems4garwood.com/.

My vote will be for Todisco-
Ince–Benoit on June 5 - selecting
the Democrats For Garwood team
on Column D.

Robert Schilare
Garwood

Local Letters to the Editor I Offer Citizens A Sound Endorsement
For Council Candidate, My Husband
In this day and age when our

lives are disrupted on a fairly
regular basis with the news that
officials in whom voters placed
their trust has been found to let
power and title come before
people, it would be refreshing to
have people that we could de-
pend on for the long haul.

I would like to offer the citizens
of Garwood a sound endorse-
ment for Council candidate, my
husband, Michael Ince on the
“Democrats for Garwood” ticket
along with Mayoral candidate
Sara Todisco and Council candi-
date Sean Benoit.

Since I have known and been
married to Michael for more than
half of my life, it is difficult to
write without some bias. That
said, Michael is a person of char-
acter, integrity and has a true
desire to be of service to his
community. He has worked in
the public eye as both a police
officer and then as a Special Agent
with the FBI based in New York
City. While most of the details of
his work could not be shared
directly, I knew the long hours of
dedication to his career in pro-
fessional law enforcement were
making a difference in the city
and the country he served.

As a police officer, he and a
fellow officer assisted in the de-
livery of a child while the rescue
squad was en route. As an agent,
he was involved in several high-
profile national emergencies. Af-
ter retirement, he continued to
serve the community by working
with middle and high school youth
as a leave-replacement guidance
counselor in several local dis-
tricts. He was well respected in
his positions.

In raising our three children,
Michael was very involved in sup-
porting all of their activities,
whether it be helping to coach t-
ball, PAL football, softball, drive to
inter and intrastate volleyball or
soccer competitions or help with

any of the fundraising events these
sports needed. And of course, his
loud voice of support could always
be heard at the games!

Michael is a thoughtful listener.
While raising three teens (now
adults), he was able to respond
thoughtfully and respectfully to
their concerns and challenges.
Professionally he served on ne-
gotiations committees and also
personnel interview committees,
both of which require the ability
to listen and render rational deci-
sions. He has also been known to
inspire, as he did recently in in-
spiring a neighbor to vote for the
first time ever. These are charac-
teristics that I believe would make
him a real asset to the people of
Garwood as a councilman.

Having lived in this area our
entire lives, growing up in Clark
and graduating from ALJ, and
now living in Garwood, we are so
excited for this election! Garwood
is at a critical point in its history
and needs people that will work
tirelessly to make sure they are
on top of all the issues and will be
responsive to their questions and
concerns. I know Michael, Sean,
and Sara have the time and en-
ergy to work for the people and
deliver measurable results.

Finally, I would like to add a few
words about Sara and Sean. We
met Sara shortly after we moved
to Garwood while she was cam-
paigning for Council. Her profes-
sionalism, clarity of thought and
vision for Garwood impressed us
then. It is obvious that the work
she has done as a champion of
our town is flourishing and I would
like to see that continue with her
as our Mayor. Sean’s career in
advocating for those with dis-
abilities adds even more profes-
sionalism and integrity to a well-
grounded team. We are very for-
tunate to have Sean working on
Garwood’s behalf.

Our family is so proud to sup-
port Sara Todisco for Mayor and

Voting For Sara,
Michael, And Sean

I am very excited that Council-
woman Sara Todisco is now run-
ning for Mayor of Garwood and
she has my full support. I hope
my fellow residents will join me
in voting for her on June 5 along
with her running mates, Michael
Ince and Sean Benoit as they run
for Council.

I’ve known Sara for years as
she is very involved in our com-
munity from the Education Foun-
dation to the Lions Club, and to of
course, the Council. She exem-
plifies the strong, visible, active
leadership that Garwood needs
as it embarks on redevelopment
and much more.

As I wrote in my endorsement
letter last year, when I reached
out to Sara a few years ago about
getting NJ Transit to put a larger
shelter at the Garwood Train Sta-
tion, she was able to get it done.
The ability to leverage connec-
tions like these are exactly what
Garwood needs in a Mayor. Fur-
thermore, her responsiveness to
residents’ questions and con-
cerns, like mine, is another qual-
ity greatly needed in a Mayor. I
am confident that Sara Todisco
will be the kind of Mayor Garwood
needs to ensure our community
is vibrant and well represented.

In meeting Michael and Sean, I
am impressed by their career
experience and willingness to
serve on the Borough Council to
make sure Garwood progresses
into the future.

I truly hope you will join me in
voting for Sara, Michael, and Sean
in the June 5 Democratic Primary
in Garwood.

Mike Ferrara
Garwood

Michael Ince and Sean Benoit for
Council on June 5. Please vote
Column D to allow this team’s
enthusiasm to move Garwood
ahead!

Robin Ince
Garwood

Politicians Making Irrational
And Unsubstantiated Statements

This is – for me – a short letter
about what I see as a total lack of
rationality and reasonableness on
two Garwood issues.

The first is Michael Ince’s rheto-

ric on the Lombardo-Guerrero-
Kearney campaign promise to
undertake a management study
of our “beloved Department of
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