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Local Letters to the Editor
It Seems Garwood GOP Prefers The
Garwood Forward Team Democrats
On Primary Day, I will be sup-

porting the Democrats for
Garwood team, led by Council-
woman Todisco. In what follows,
I hope to qualify that decision to
my fellow Garwood Democrats
and to those thinking of affiliating
with the Democratic Party on June
5 at your local polling precinct.

I have no interest in addressing
the discontents of the primary
process as, personally, I support
it as a way to bring democracy
into the political party nominee/
candidate selection process. As
we have seen both locally and
nationally, especially within the
Democratic Party, this procedure
has no expectation or tolerance
of internal democracy without
patronage. To quote my friend
Ian Welsh, in a small town with
two major parties like Garwood,
“being frozen out of the primary
is being frozen out of democ-
racy; having primaries fixed —
whether by a duly-elected local
committee or a less palatable
contrivance — is, like it or not,
fixing the election.” Said plainly,
primaries matter because democ-
racy matters — even when it is
uncomfortable.

Recently, the environmental
cleanup at the Casale/Petro site
has entered into the public dis-
course, with many residents,
seemingly for the first time, rec-
ognizing the site’s toxic history.
This situation is demonstrative of
the need for our local leaders to
hold developers and corporate in-
terests accountable and, simulta-
neously, to also be able to com-
municate both that history and
the plan to address it to the public.

Candidate Mike Ince’s lifetime
law enforcement experiences as
an FBI special agent and Candi-
date Sean Benoit’s professional
acumen as a lawyer and advo-

cate, bring both requisite and
unique skill sets that will allow
them to effectively serve in these
roles. From my conversations
with the all of the candidates, the
Garwood for Democrats ticket is
the only team running for
Garwood office that has the reso-
lution, and more importantly, the
skill sets, to see this transforma-
tional project through to fruition.

Attend a council meeting and
you’ll quickly realize they are
frequently fraught with endless
distractions and personal politi-
cal vendettas from decades ago.
These theatrics on trivial mat-
ters often dominate deliberations
and contribute nothing to the
governance of this town. The
meetings should maintain a level
of decorum or civility that en-
courage broader community par-
ticipation — not hinder it. Having
been to quite a few council and
special meetings, I can tell you
that it is absurd that a rodent
problem receives almost two
hours of council workshop time,
yet only recently the budget gets
the critical examination and ex-
planation it deserves.

Live-streaming meetings on
Facebook will not solve these is-
sues; only strong, decisive lead-
ership will – a quality that Council-
woman Todisco has in abundance.
If this primary is demonstrative of
anything, it is her courage to stand
up for what she believes in, even
when it comes a personal, and
most likely political, cost.

Lastly, the various local Repub-
lican organizations and its sup-
porters are united in their disdain
for the Todisco team, yet tepid in
their criticism of the Lombardo
ticket. As Oscar Wilde said, “you
can always judge a man by his
enemies.” This strategic move is
telling and it seems that the

Garwood GOP prefers the Garwood
Forward team (Lombardo/Kearny/
Guerrero) as an opponent in the
November General Election —
perhaps they sense that they are
an easy opponent.

No amount of lamentation on
Facebook, or stories of yester-
year, will change the fact that
Garwood is in a phase of signifi-
cant change. Now, more than
ever, we will need strong proac-

tive leadership and focused,
level-headed representation.
This being the case, along with
my other points above, on Tues-
day, June 5 I will be voting col-
umn D for the Todisco, Ince, and
Benoit team. I strongly urge my
fellow Garwoodians to do the
same.

Michael Callahan
Garwood

Garwood Will See Through The
Empty Rhetoric And Scare Tactics

Last week’s editorial page was
certainly a busy space! It seems
there are several things to ad-
dress so I will do my best.

Mr. Paterson asked me directly,
“Why do we have primary elec-
tions?” The obvious answer is to
determine nominees for the Gen-
eral Election. Mr. Paterson fol-
lowed up with a demand for me
to do exactly as he said regard-
ing his unending attacks against
the county government or be
labeled as “afraid.”

Mr. Paterson, I am not afraid of
anyone, including you. My mind is
my own and I will use my voice
properly, both during this cam-
paign and, should I eventually be
elected to the Borough Council,
to advocate for my fellow Garwood
taxpayers on issues of local con-
cern. There is no need to adopt
your confrontational methods,
should the need arise, for any
interaction with county or state
level officials. The job of Garwood’s
Mayor and Council are to govern
and administer our borough, not
Union County. The selection pro-
cess for the county manager is
irrelevant to the business of gov-
erning Garwood. Considering your
allegations, the proper venue
would likely be a state-level office
with relevant jurisdiction rather
than “standing by your side” at a
Freeholder meeting.

Moving on to an actual local
issue, I am delighted to address
the commentary of Michael Ince
regarding our DPW. In his letter,

Mr. Ince highlights one aspect of
the Garwood Forward primary
point - “Responsible budgeting with
proper planning to ensure sound
fiscal policies” regarding a man-
agement study of the DPW. He
jumps from one conclusion to the
next, ending up at a doomsday
scenario where half of the staff has
been laid off, we have a different
company picking up garbage on
every block and a separate tax bill
for the service. Mr. Ince also seems
to feel the entire concept was a
proposal of “Republican Council
members,” when numerous mem-
bers of the Council from both par-
ties have floated similar concepts
as far back as 2007. In fact, Mr.
Ince’s running mate, Ms. Todisco,
in her earlier campaigns, as well as
on the record during the May 27,
2014, Council meeting, has pro-
posed outsourcing this exact ser-
vice without any study behind it to
prove that it would be effective or
save tax dollars.

When this was being discussed
by our team, Mayor Lombardo
had a lot to say and provided a
similar number to what Mr. Ince
stated (60 percent), regarding
the amount of time the DPW
spends picking up trash. The re-
sult of our team discussions was
to include the management study
as a “plank” because no one could
determine if this type of
outsourcing would provide sav-
ings. We don’t know what an hon-
est, independent and transparent
management study process about

the DPW will reveal. It may show
there is nothing to improve on, or
that outsourcing some other ser-
vice may be more cost effective
than trash collection.

The Garwood Forward team
feels everything must be on the
table when discussing how to
govern this borough and effec-
tively manage its finances.
Garwood is one serious issue
away from becoming insolvent,
in large part due to the depleting
of surplus along with the use of
one-shot revenues employed in
recent years by both Finance
Chair Todisco and the prior Re-
publican administration. Due to
these poor choices of prior gov-
erning bodies (all which Ms.
Todisco has been a member of),
a serious occurrence where our
town is deemed at fault, a natu-
ral or man-made disaster, or one
more recession which affects the
state or national economy are
severe risks. We could find our-
selves between a rock and a hard
place in which bordering towns
merge with us or deciding how
many employees we must lay off
to keep the town solvent. Any-
thing less than looking at every
option, while not further degrad-
ing our surplus to hand out zero
tax increases, amounts to fiscal
malfeasance at this point.

Our team will not use the jobs
of DPW employees or any of our
other dedicated borough work-
ers as a political football. Should
there ever be a need for a reduc-
tion in force, attrition through
retirements or workers moving
to other positions would be the
preferred method, unless there
was no other alternative.

We are confident the voters of
Garwood will see through the
empty rhetoric and scare tactics
of the opposing team and pull the
lever for responsible leadership
on June 5 by voting Column B for
Lombardo-Guerrero-Kearney.

Vincent Kearney
Regular Democratic Candidate for

Garwood Council
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