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Panthers Defeat Blue Devils for UCT Title, 2-0
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 17

Blue Devils’ ‘O’, ‘D’ Holds Off Cougars in UCT
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11
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Email: suechecchio@gmail.com
www.suechecchio.com

Surprisingly spacious, this move in condition 4 bedroom home boasts a wonderful open floor plan. Improvements
include an updated kitchen with granite counters, stainless steel appliances and breakfast bar that opens to a
breakfast room and sunny family room with wood burning fireplace. Additional amenities include two renovated
baths, replacement windows, a finished basement recreation room, newer furnace and central air, deck and
patio. Situated just around the corner to Brookside Elementary and blocks to Cranford High School, this prime
location is less a mile to town and train, nine miles to Newark Airport and 22 miles to Manhattan!

107 Beech Street, Cranford

Offered for $535,000 • www.107Beech.com
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Bernadette Houston, CRB

Cell: 908-209-3370
BMHouston460@gmail.com

Broker / Salesperson

Once in a lifetime a home like this becomes available. Custom renovation with all the most wonderful details is what
you will find on this .62 of an acre property located on one of Wychwood’s prettiest streets. Plenty of special features
for fun year round. Meticulously maintained inside and out. Gourmet kitchen with double dishwashers, ovens,
refrigerator drawers and warming drawer all designed for easy at home entertaining. Kitchen opens to family room
which overlooks the grounds and terraced pool area. His and her home offices are perfect for at home work. Master
suite with his and her walk in closets and spa worthy bath has its own fireplace and access to the terrace. A perfect
place to bask in the morning sun and enjoy the view. Total of 5 bedrooms and 4 full and 2 half baths. From lower
level recreation room to 3rd floor suite this Wilson School home is sure to please. Offered at $2,198,000.

Newly Listed • 940 Kimball Avenue, Westfield
OPEN HOUSE: Saturday, May 12th  12-3pm

The Cougars needed to respond
and tied the score in the third. Jamie
Shriner slashed a one-out single past
first. Mike Murphy was hit-by-a-pitch
and Mike Meola (2-for-3) loaded the
bases with a single over first. Tyler
Szczech (2-for-3) then lined a two-
run double to left-center.

“Coach tells us bases loaded, less
then two outs you have to do some-
thing, put it hard somewhere. He gave
me a first pitch curveball. It was
straight over the plate, hit it into the
gap and good results after that,”
Szczech explained.

With Meola on third and Szczech
on second, Pat Connolly put down a
squeeze bunt to Hiltz as Meola scored.

“It’s something we always practice
almost every day. I knew once he
called it, Pat Connolly would get it
down, so I was confident running to
home,” Meola said.

When Hiltz threw to first, Szczech
zoomed around third and headed for
home but the throw back to Vall-
Llobera at the plate was in time for the
third out.

“We had to be even early in the
game very aggressive, get as many
runs as we can put up. It’s just the
whole method that coach tells us
about. Unfortunately I didn’t score,”
Szczech said.

During the course of the game,
Vall-Llobera gunned down Shriner

attempting to swipe second in the
first inning and also nailed Joe
DeClerico (single) attempting to take
third in the fifth inning. But the first
impressive catch came in the fourth
when Jake Lerie chased down Mike
McGee’s long fly ball at the right
field line.

“Chased that down! It was an 80-
foot run. He made it,” Knapp ex-
pressed.

Westfield took a 6-3 lead in the
bottom of the fifth and it began with
two men out. Lerie hopped a single
past second and stole a base, Wagner
walked and Vall-Llobera yanked an
RBI single to right. Matt Manning
lined an RBI single to right and Knapp
added his third hit with an RBI single
over second.

“I was seeing the ball well today. I
got a couple of rounds in before the
game and that helped me see the ball
better. The first at-bat he left the ball
right over the plate. The next one I
just hustled down to first and I hit the
ball hard the third one,” Knapp said.

On his second hit, Vall-Llobera said,
“I rolled it over a little bit, it found
some room and it got through. We are
going good. We got to keep it up and
keep winning these kind of games.”

The next key catch came at a crucial
time. Szczech slapped a one-out single
and Connolly doubled in the sixth
inning. After Hiltz struck out McGee,

Connor Katz hit a soft popup heading
for right field. Knapp hustled back and
managed to grab it, saving two runs.

“I saw it go up in the air and origi-
nally I thought it was way over my
head but then it was hanging up there
a little bit, so dropped my back leg
and ran after it and caught it. I thought
I was going to have to dive for it but
it didn’t wind up that way,” Knapp
described.

The final run-saving catch came in
the Cranford seventh. Joe Meola
singled and dashed to second on a
passed ball. DeClerico drilled a low
liner to left but Matt McIntyre made
a super sliding catch to prevent Meola
from scoring.

“It was a great catch. It took a lot of
guts to dive for that ball. He did and
it paid off,” Knapp said.

“Coach always tells us all we can
do is hit the ball hard and if they make
plays, that’s their thing,” Mike Meola
added.

“They made a huge difference. We
were hitting the ball hard but right at
them. They were making very athletic
plays. We didn’t get the result we
wanted,” Szczech said.

The Blue Devils would face fourth-
seeded Union in the UCT semifinals
at Kean University this Saturday, May
12, at 3:30 p.m.
Cranford 003 000 0 3
Westfield 030 030 x 6

permit just one more hit and one walk
the rest of the way. Hobson, who
finished with five strikeouts, retired
10 straight batters before Panther
Gabrielle Scott reached safely on an
error in the fifth inning.

“She made some adjustments and
shut them down the rest of the game.
She pitched a heck of a game,” Coach
MacDonald said.

“I think I did pretty good overall.
The first inning wasn’t my best but I
pulled through at the end. She [catcher
Erica Lawrence] called all the pitches

for me. I like working with her. She’s
really good and she knows what
pitches to call at the right time,”
Hobson said.

“Their pitcher walked the leadoff
batter a few times today and we just
couldn’t find a way to capitalize.
That’s a credit to her. When she got
runners on, she got mean. That’s ex-
actly what her job is and she did a
really good job of that,” Coach
MacDonald said.

“We faced her before at the begin-
ning of the season and they beat us.
She’s really good. We played a good
game. We fought against them,”
Hobson said.

Hobson also pitched six innings
and had a home run in the win over the
Governor Livingston Highlanders.

“I was really excited that we beat
them. It was a huge win because they

always beat us in a county finals,”
Hobson said.

Hummel yielded a leadoff single to
Bridget Hyland (2-for-3) in the top of
the first inning but got the next three
Blue Devils to ground out, stranding
Hyland at third base. In the Panther
first, Hailey Ortega was hit-by-a-pitch
and Sarah Lippin drew a walk.
Hummel then helped her own cause
by hopping an RBI single past second
then Marissa Gilic bounced an RBI
single up the middle.

Blue Devil Jordan Sacher drew a

leadoff walk in the third inning but
was left stranded at third. Then in the
fourth inning, Hobson smacked a one-
out double to deep center but her
pinch runner Caroline Dwyer was
stranded at third.

The biggest Blue Devil threat and
most interesting came in the sixth
inning. Gen Howell drew a leadoff
walk then after Julia Romano
launched a long out to deep left,
Hobson blasted a very high shot to-
ward the right-centerfield fence that
fell just short for her second double.

As to her hitting, Hobson said, “Be-
fore the game, me and my dad hit at a
local park [Memorial] and I think that
really works for me because it helps me
focus and got me ready for the game.”

Ally Gulla popped out to the catcher

and Natalie Patterson drilled a very
low liner that the shortstop caught near
the dirt. No call was made by any of the
three umpires so shortstop Angelina
Chacon fired to first but the first
baseman was walking towards the
dugout. Both Blue Devils scored but
after a conference the ruling was “Out”.

“The only reason I made a deal of
it was that nobody made a call, so we
just kept running the bases. But the
umpires did exactly what they were
supposed to do. They got together,
they talked about it, they were pretty
emphatic about it,” Coach
MacDonald said.

Down to their last chance, Hyland
blooped a two-out single over third
but Hummel got the final batter to
ground out.
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DeMartino Gets 200th
Strikeout at Gettysburg

Westfield High School graduate
Brad DeMartino, a senior pitcher at
Gettysburg College, became just the
fifth player in the Bullets program
history to reach 200 career strikeouts
in a 15-6 victory over Messiah Col-
lege on May 2. DeMartino struck out
13 batters, walked no one and al-
lowed four hits in the game.

Probitas Verus Honos

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BEATING THE THROW...Blue Devil Bridget Hyland beats out an infield single in the first inning against the Panthers.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

OUT AT THIRD BASE...Blue Devil third baseman Matt Manning gets the throw from catcher Jake Vall-Llobera and puts
the tag on Cougar Jake DeClerico in the fifth inning of the Union County Tournament quarterfinals.


