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Senior Living
Open House

Senior Living
Open House

Tours every hour of our fabulous 
Independent Living, Assisted Living 

and Memory Care options.
Refreshments served.

Saturday, May 19th
11:00 AM - 2:00 PM

295 SOUTH AVENUE  |  FANWOOD, NJ 07023
908-654-5200  |  CHELSEASENIORLIVING.COM

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

 Judge Faces Ethics Judge
Over Kids’ School Expulsion
Union County State Superior Court

Judge Theresa Mullen of Scotch
Plains  has been charged with ethics
violations for allegedly acting bellig-
erently after her daughters were ex-
pelled from St. Theresa's School in
Kenilworth during litigation brought
against the school, according to a
New Jersey Law Journal report. The
charges were made by the state Su-
preme Court’s Advisory Committee
on Judicial Conduct.

The issue dates back to 2016, when
Ms. Mullen learned that one of her
daughters, a middle-school student
at St. Theresa’s, would not be al-
lowed to play on the boys’ basketball
team even though the girls team had
been discontinued. Ms. Mullen’s
husband, Scott Phillips, filed a civil
complaint in Superior Court in De-
cember 2016 asking that the school
be ordered to allow their daughter,
Sydney Phillips, then a seventh
grader, to play for the boys’ team,
according to the article.

Ms. Mullen and Mr. Phillips were
sent a letter from the Archdiocese of
Newark telling them they had to with-
draw their girls from the school be-
cause their litigation against the
school violated archdiocesan policy.
The next day Ms. Mullen had to be
removed from the school grounds by
police after confronting school offi-
cials after attempting to bring her
daughters to school. She was charged
with a trespassing complaint by
school officials, according to the
report.

Her attorney, Susan McCrea of
Westfield, told the NJ Law Journal
that there are “many inaccuracies”
in the complaint, which will be ad-
dressed when Ms. Mullen files her
response.

Rahway Worker Alleges
Harassment by Steinman

Former Rahway Mayor Samson
Steinman, who resigned on Christ-
mas Eve, allegedly forcibly kissed a
female subordinate in a hotel room
and told her he loved her, according
to a nj.com report.

The allegation is included in a law-
suit filed by Rahway employee Denise
Rolong, who said Mr. Steinman’s ha-
rassment went on over three-and-a-
half years, nj.com reported.

It was previously reported that the
mayor had twice crashed a city car, took
a medical leave and revealed he had
been diagnosed with bipolar disorder.

GOP Seeks 2-Percent Cap on
State Annual Spending

In the wake of spending hikes pro-
posed by Governor Phil Murphy in
the upcoming 2019 state budget, Re-
publicans in the New Jersey Senate
are calling for the passage of a consti-
tutional amendment to limit state
spending increases to 2 percent annu-
ally.

According to a Senate GOP press
release, Governor Phil Murphy ini-
tially proposed an 8-percent hike in
state spending and $1.7 billion in new
taxes with his budget address, but his
costly proposals seem to keep coming.

“Our ship is taking on water and
we need to plug the hole,” Senate
Republican Leader Tom Kean, Jr.
(R-21st, Westfield) said. “We spent
the last few years making some
progress, but now Governor Murphy
is wrenching the hull wide open.
Republicans and Democrats in the
Legislature proved that we could
work together by instituting our suc-
cessful 2-percent cap on municipal
spending, and now it’s time we do it
again to cap state spending.”

Sen. Kean called on Senate Presi-
dent Steve Sweeney (D-3rd,
Gloucester) to post SCR-117 for a
vote. The constitutional amendment
would establish a 2-percent cap on
annual appropriations increases for
state government spending.

Hickey Seeks Probe of
Armstead Campaign Finances
The Gretchen Hickey for Linden

Mayor and Jorge Alvarez for City
Council President campaigns are call-
ing on the New Jersey Election En-
forcement Commission to investigate
the campaign finances of Linden
Mayor Derek Armstead, citing at least
$32,000 in undisclosed campaign
contributions.

“Our opponent is no novice. He
has been an elected official for over
two decades. Anyone can see, as
clear as day, that the data over time
shows a surge in campaign funds
raised since 2015, including in quar-
ters which have incomplete or no
reports. The mayor has raised sig-
nificant money over the past four
years,” according to a press release
from the campaign.
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Lance Returns $130K In
Unspent Office Funds

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Con-
gressman Leonard Lance (R-7th,
Westfield) has announced he will be
returning $130,000 from his 2017
congressional office budget to the
U.S. Treasury for the purposes of
deficit reduction. Since coming to
Congress in January of 2009, the law-
maker has returned nearly $1 million
from his office operating budget.

“I manage my congressional office
by finding the right balance between
having the best possible constituent
services at the most efficient cost. My
office has successfully closed over
5,000 casework matters, hosted 90
in-person and telephone town hall
events and held thousands of con-
stituent meetings – all at the least
possible expense to the taxpayers. I
will continue to be a voice for fiscal
responsibility in Congress. It is my
hope that this effort will send an ap-
propriate message to my constituents
that fiscal responsibility begins at

home,” said Mr. Lance.
Mr. Lance opposed a measure in

Congress to reinstate earmarks – the
outlawed practice where lawmakers
can direct public funds to pet projects
in their districts across the country.
And Mr. Lance has said any vote to
reinstate the practice needs to be pub-
lic, not done behind closed doors. Mr.
Lance also stood up to those in his
own party on tax and spending mea-
sures, opposing $1.5 trillion in new
debt related to the overhaul of the tax
code. A member of the Problem Solv-
ers Caucus, he also was in the center
of ending the fiscally irresponsible
government shutdowns.

“Members of Congress talk a big
game about deficit reduction, but too
often do not practice what they preach.
Lawmakers need to first operate their
own office budgets in a fiscally con-
servative manner. I have made every
effort to set this important example,”
Mr. Lance said.

Jois Supports Repeal, Replace
Of Republican Tax Bill

SUMMIT – Democratic congres-
sional candidate Goutam U. Jois has
slammed the Republicans’ tax law,
and their renewed efforts at another
tax cut, calling it a “con job on the
middle class.”

Mr. Jois, who said if elected he
would favor repeal and replacement
of the recent GOP tax law, has noted
that the bill is a large giveaway to
corporations and the super wealthy,
and is part of Republicans’ plans to
make future cuts to Medicare, Med-
icaid and other social safety pro-
grams.

“For a party that talks about fiscal
responsibility, the GOP has done a great
job of blowing up our budget and mort-
gaging our future so that their benefac-
tors can get rich,” Mr. Jois said.

He said the tax law would hurt
nonprofits, limiting their ability to
get donations from middle-class
families. Mr. Jois has criticized fel-

low Democrats for not doing more
to highlight the “devastating” long-
term consequences for American
families.

“Leonard Lance talks a big game,
but he has not done anything to hold
this administration or his fellow
party members accountable,” Mr.
Jois said. “What’s the point of hav-
ing rank in Congress if you can’t be
an effective advocate for your con-
stituents?”

The Primary Election is Tuesday,
June 5.

Bramnick: Murphy
Resorts to Past

‘Tax And Spend Policies’
TRENTON – Assembly Minority

Leader Jon Bramnick (R-21st,
Westfield) issued the following state-
ment regarding Governor Phil
Murphy’s “tax and spend policies:”

“The contract Governor Murphy
agreed to with the CWA (Communi-
cation Workers of America) will
cost taxpayers nearly $150 million.
This is in addition to his billion-
dollar tax hikes and increased regu-
lations on businesses. It is sad to see
the Governor has resorted to the
playbook from the past, forcing resi-
dents and businesses to exit the
state.”

PROMOTED...Vincent G. Gagliardi, right, was sworn in last week as the Union
County Prosecutor’s Office’s chief of detectives by Acting Prosecutor Michael A.
Monahan, right.

UCPO Swears in Gagliardi
As Chief of Detectives

COUNTY — Vincent G. Gagliardi
has been sworn in as the Union
County Prosecutor’s Office’s Chief
of Detectives, officials announced
this week.

Mr. Gagliardi, a 25-year veteran
of law enforcement in Union County,
had been filling the role of chief in
an acting capacity for the previous
nine months. He was sworn in by
acting Union County Prosecutor
Michael A. Monahan in a ceremony
that also saw Captain Dean
Marcantonio promoted to deputy
chief of detectives.

Chief Gagliardi began his service
to Union County on August 1, 1992,
having served six years with the
Union County Sheriff’s Office and
nearly 20 years with the Prosecutor’s
Office. He was promoted to the rank
of captain in April 2013 and as-
signed to oversee both the
Prosecutor’s Office’s Homicide
Task Force and the Special Pros-
ecutions Unit, including the latter
unit’s various subsections. In Janu-
ary 2016, he was assigned to over-
see the Special Prosecutions Unit,
Special Victims Unit, and Intelli-
gence Unit, during which time he
also was tasked with conducting the
vast majority of the office’s internal
affairs investigations.

In December 2009, Chief Gagliardi
was promoted to the rank of lieuten-
ant and was transferred from the Spe-
cial Prosecutions Unit to the Intelli-
gence Unit. During his time as com-
mander there, the Intelligence Unit
expanded to include monthly meet-
ings at the John H. Stamler Police
Academy to share information with
various agencies within the county
and throughout the state, as well as
biweekly intelligence newsletters and

an upgrading of intelligence database
systems.

Mr. Gagliardi joined the
Prosecutor’s Office in 1998 and
spent time in the Criminal Case
Control Unit and Post-Disposition
Conference Unit, later joining the
Special Prosecutions Unit, where
he remained after being promoted
to the rank of sergeant in January
2005.

During Chief Gagliardi’s prior
years in law enforcement, he spent
time in the Sheriff’s Office’s Identi-
fication Bureau and Arson Unit. A
December 1993 graduate of the John
H. Stamler Police Academy in Scotch
Plains, he also attended the
Scottsdale School of Art in Arizona,
where he studied to become Union
County’s first composite sketch art-
ist – since that time he has drawn
more than 250 composite sketches
to aid in various investigations.

What Chief Gagliardi has de-
scribed as his proudest achievement
in his career is the fact that he has
directly helped organize every
fundraiser the Prosecutor’s Office
has held since 2009.

“Nothing has made me prouder
than putting together events for co-
workers in need, and have them be
successful,” he said. “They boost
morale in our office and help oth-
ers both financially and emotion-
ally.”

Chief Gagliardi earned a Bachelor
of Arts from the University of Dela-
ware in 1991 and a Master’s Degree
in English from Kean University in
May 2001.

He also is now in his 15th year as an
adjunct professor at Union County
College, where he teaches English
Literature.

 Reporters Needed
Do you like to write? Are you

interested in your community? Can
you meet deadlines? If so, we are in
need of good, reliable writers to
cover evening meetings in our cov-
erage area. Please e-mail your
résumé to: Paul Peyton, Assignment
Editor, at editor@goleader.com.

Seniors, Caretakers
Invited to Breakfast

WESTFIELD — Westfield’s se-
niors and caretakers are invited to
attend a free breakfast while learning
about the Senior Advisory Council’s
mission and giving their ideas on ways
to improve services in Westfield.

The breakfast will be held Friday,
May 18, from 8:30 to 10:30 a.m., at
the Town Hall Community Room,
425 East Broad Street. Those who
would like attend are invited at RSVP
to pmichel96@gmail.com.


