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It’s your Library … make the most of it 

 

 

IIt’s your Library …  

make the most of it 

550 East Broad Street   

Westfield  www.wmlnj.org  908.789.4090 

Open to WML and MURAL  

cardholders. Sign up online at 

www.wmlnj.org and click on the 

Calendar link, or call 

908.789.4090 option 0.  

The 2018 Weiss Family Jazz  

Series* Continues at the 

Westfield Memorial Library  

The MRB Jazz Project 

On Wednesday, May 9 at 7pm 
 

*The Weiss Family 

Jazz Series was       

established with a   

bequest to the     

Westfield Memorial 

Library Foundation in  

memory of longtime 

library patrons,  

Joseph and Dorothy 

Weiss. Sign up! 
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LEARNING TO FLY...Thanks to a donation from the Columbia Bank Founda-
tion, the students at Lamberts Mill Academy are learning how to build, program
and fly drones. Lamberts Mill Academy, located in Westfield, is part of the Union
County Educational Services Commission. Teachers work in partnership with a
clinical team from the Department of Behavioral Health, Trinitas Regional
Medical Center, to provide highly individualized academic instruction in a
structured psychotherapeutic environment for students ages 12 through 21. For
more information please contact Jason Jusino, principal of Lamberts Mill Acad-
emy, at (908) 233-7581 or jjusino@ucesc.org. Pictured are: student Gabe D.,
teacher John Lopreiato, Superintendent Terry Foppert, Principal Jusino, student
Enrique R.,  and Mark Rellinger, Columbia Bank vice-president and UCES
Foundation president.

Gallery Exhibit to Be Held at
Scotch Plains Public Library

Homes Tour to Feature
Georgian-Style House

Photo Courtesy of David Coken
ON DISPLAY...This classic-meets-contemporary 2017 southern-style home is
one of four magnificent Westfield residences open to the public for the Saturday,
May 12 Tour of Notable Homes to benefit New Jersey Festival Orchestra. For
tickets and information go to www.njfestivalorchestra.org or call (908) 232-9400.

Author Tom Kranz to be
Featured Speaker in FW

WESTFIELD – The Friends of
New Jersey Festival Orchestra, the
volunteer group that raises funds for
the orchestra’s initiatives, this week
announced that a new construction
Georgian-style home with Southern
charm will be part of this year’s Tour
of Notable Homes to be held in
Westfield on Saturday, May 12.

Michelle Pierce and Nicole
Dossin, co-chairs of the event, ex-
pressed the Friend’s delight at hav-
ing this home open to the public.
“It’s pristine in every way,” Ms.
Dossin enthuses. “The homeowners
performed tireless research to ac-
quire the ambience they were look-
ing for. The result is a fabulous
family haven.”

According to the co-chairs, just
some of the details include a front
verandah romantically gaslighted
24-7, white oak flooring milled in
Kentucky, fabulous tile motifs, out-
standing views of the grounds which
include a large terrace and swim-
ming pool. They particularly note
the large, all white kitchen superbly
equipped for even the most discern-
ing chef. Contiguous with the
kitchen a casual family room fea-
tures a white marble hearth and
mantle and views of the grounds.

Ms. Pierce comments on the sophis-
ticated dining room. “It’s so elegant,
drawing its theme from geometric
wallcovering above the wainscoting
using various hues of gray and illumi-
nated by an opulent crystal chandelier
making for a jewel-tone mood.”

“There is so much more to be
seen on a total of four exquisite
floors thanks to the homeowners’
generosity,” Ms. Pierce says. “The
homeowners were motivated to

share their notable home because
they believe that the orchestra adds
so much to the cultural life of the
community.”

 Ms. Dossin enthusiastically adds
that this year’s tour, taking place on
Mother’s Day weekend, will hold
“something for everyone.”  The resi-
dences will feature musical inter-
ludes, the always-popular basket
raffle, door prizes, refreshments,
and vendor tastings from Savory
Spice Shop and Mulberry House,
both of Westfield.

 Tickets for the 2018 Tour of No-
table Homes are $40 in advance
($45 on day of tour) and are avail-
able on line at
www.njfestivalorchestra.org. Tick-
ets will also available at Baron’s
Drugs and Town Book Store in
Westfield and Christoffers Flowers
and Gifts in Mountainside.

For more information, go to
www.njfestivalorchestra.org or visit
the Friends of NJ Festival Orches-
tra on Facebook.

Paint by the Pond
Event to be Held at

Warinanco Park
ELIZABETH – The Union

County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers invites youngsters ages four to
12 years old to participate in “Paint
by the Pond.”

This will be the third year for this
interactive art project which will
take place on Saturday, May 12 from
noon to 4 p.m. at the pond in
Warinanco Park. The pond is lo-
cated near the snack bar and basket-
ball courts.

The “Paint by the Pond” project
will teach families about the impor-
tance of recycling while encourag-
ing children to paint on cardboard,
creating art from materials usually
thrown away.

There will also be miniature
houses made with the cardboard
boxes floating in the pond at
Warinanco Park during the event.

For more information on this ex-
citing event, please call the Union
County Department of Parks and
Recreation at (908) 527-4900.

SCOTCH PLAINS – This May, the
public is invited to the Scotch Plains
Public Library to view the photogra-
phy of Sherman Feller. There will be
an artists’ reception which the public is
welcome to attend on Sunday, May 6
at from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m.  Registration
is not required for the reception.

Mrs. Feller has exhibited six times
at the Scotch Plains Library and at the
Malamut Art Gallery, the Pearl Street
Gallery, and the Kenilworth and
Westfield libraries. He has incorpo-
rated a range of subject matter from
landscape to people in his exhibits.

Mr. Feller received third prize in the
2011 “Capture the Beauty of New
Jersey” summer photo contest from
the State of New Jersey and first,
second and fourth prize in a U.S.
Army photographer contest. He ac-
tively participates in the Unique Vi-
sion Workshop, a group associated
with the NJ Photography Forum, and
has exhibited for several years in their
annual shows.

The Scotch Plains Public Library
is located at 1927 Bartle Avenue, one
block from Park Avenue, in the center
of town.

Union County Employee Art
Now on Display in Union

UNION COUNTY – The Union
County Board of Chosen Freeholders
has announced that the 17th Annual
National Arts Program Exhibit for
County of Union Employees is now
on display in the atrium of Liberty
Hall Center in Union Township, at
1085 Morris Avenue.

The exhibit includes more than 160
pieces. It is open to view by the public
weekdays from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. until
Tuesday, May 22.

“I would like to thank
Elizabethtown Gas for supporting the
arts and providing this beautiful show-
case for Union County employees,
volunteers, retirees and their fami-
lies,” said Freeholder Chairman
Sergio Granados. “This annual ex-
hibit reflects the thoughtfulness, di-
versity and creativity that are em-
blematic of a strong community, both
within county government and
throughout the Union County fam-
ily.”

The art exhibit is presented in part-
nership with the National Arts Pro-
gram, which provides funding for the
exhibit and prizes.

A panel of three professional judges
will determine the prize winning
pieces: Frank Falotico recently re-
tired as the director of the duCret
School of Art in Plainfield; Gail Holy
received her M.Ed. in Art Education
at the Tyler School of Art, Philadel-
phia, and studied painting and art
history at Rutgers University; and
Kirsten Sejda is a ceramicist and
printmaker who recently received her
MFA at New Jersey City University.

For more information about the
Employee Art Exhibit and all other
programs and activities of the Union
County Office of Cultural and Heri-
tage Affairs call (908) 558-2550 (NJ
relay users dial 711), e-mail
culturalinfo@ucnj.org or visit online
at ucnj.org/parks-recreation/cultural-
heritage-affairs.

FANWOOD – Fanwood author,
councilman, and communications di-
rector Tom Kranz will be the featured
speaker at the Friends of the Fanwood
Memorial Library annual
meeting. The public is in-
vited to attend on Wednes-
day, May 9 at 7 p.m. at the
library.

Mr. Kranz will talk about
his first novel, Budland,
which follows Bud
Remmick, a successful TV
assignment editor, as he
journeys from newsroom
manager to prison inmate.
“I wanted to explore anger
and its roots,” Mr. Kranz explained.
He will also discuss what it’s like to
self-publish.

A Philadelphia native, Mr. Kranz
enjoyed a 40-year career in journal-
ism, working in radio, television, print
and online media outlets. During his

time at Channel 10, Mr.
Kranz covered stories in Is-
rael, Chile, and the United
States. Although the char-
acters in Budland are com-
posites of several individu-
als, the novel is based
loosely on Mr. Kranz’s own
experiences working for
Philadelphia’s WCAU-TV
and for CBS News.

The Friends annual meet-
ing offers an opportunity to

celebrate the year’s achievements and
engage with residents. Before the fea-
tured speaker’s presentation, the
Friends will conduct a very short
meeting. After electing a new slate of
officers, there will be announcements
about how to join the Growing Friends
campaign and become more active in
events like the fall book sale.

Tom Kranz

www.goleader.com
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One Popcorn, Poor  — Two Popcorns, Fair — Three Popcorns, Good — Four Popcorns, Excellent

I Feel Pretty
And So Will You

3 popcorns

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
film critic

It has long been said by altruistic
philosophers, and famously iterated in
1966 by no less authority than David
Ruffin and The Temptations, that
“Beauty Is Only Skin Deep.” But alas,
anyone who has spent any time on this
planet chock full of monuments to physi-
cal splendor, and who has perhaps had
the lesson harshly impressed in middle
school, knows that all that well-mean-
ing claptrap goes out the window when
one is confronted with a comely face or
a well-turned ankle. There is no expres-
sion, “The great personality that
launched a thousand ships.”

Thus, even we really good looking
people must commiserate with Amy
Schumer’s Renee Bennett in directors
Abby Kohn and Marc Silverstein’s sweet
and fanciful “I Feel Pretty.” Unafraid of
presumption in weaving its wish-fulfill-
ment plot, the convivial fantasy’s DNA
harks back to iconic farces like One
Touch of Venus (1948) and Mr. Peabody
and the Mermaid (1948). Of course our
suspension of disbelief requires that we
issue nary a wince when Renee realizes
her dream of being beautiful via no less
a cliché than a bump on the head. O.K.
with me.

Truth is, it wouldn’t be half as much
fun if there were some esoteric, scien-
tific explanation for Renee’s transition
from wallflower sequestered in a dingy
office doing drab computer work for
haute cosmetic company, Lily LeClaire,
to high profile trend-setter. Rather, it’s
the magic, verve and humanity Miss
Schumer imbues Renee with that cap-
tures our imagination.

But what makes Amy Schumer’s
portrayal so ingratiating beyond its tem-
porary salve against cynicism, as well
as a tutorial about the truly important
things in life, is that it serves as a vital
reminder, an aide-mémoire. While
watching Renee conquer her lack of
self-esteem offers us vicarious joy in
the dark of the movie house, an implied
benefit gives us a little something to
take home. Wafted to where enchant-
ment lives, we glimpse that idealistic
part of our very being that pulled us out
of the primordial mud in the first place.

Giving this all just a smidgen of real-
ism while providing Miss Schumer the
opportunity to showcase her thespic
chops, the image we see in the mirror,
mirror on the wall is not a more attrac-
tive stand-in, but Renee herself, simply
imagining a different visage. The humor
in this pantomimic accomplishment ex-
tends into the narrative and leads to the

predictable moral of the story. We’d be
up in arms if it were anything less than
totally expected. A now bold and brazen
Renee, bursting with chutzpah, is over-
powering in her confidence. She bowls
folks over.

This includes Ethan, nicely portrayed
by Rory Scovel, who becomes a love
interest after our brave new girl meets
him in a dry cleaning establishment and
proceeds to explain how it’s perfectly
understandable that he might be over-
whelmed by her pulchritude. But on to
the really big wish, the plan is to wrest
herself from the Chinatown basement
of anonymity, where average-looking
Renee toiled inconsequently, and cata-
pult to a position of glamour at LeClaire.

There are no surprises worth men-
tioning. It’s all unabashedly feel-good
stuff save for the perfunctory stumbling
block at the catastasis when the newly
minted Venus suffers a case of hubris,
alienates her two best buds, and puts her
unassuming beau in a quandary. Yet, fret
not. There is an ethical gyroscope at
work in this wisp of a cotton candy
amusement that makes sure rewards,
comeuppances and justifications are
doled out in fair proportion. Still, for all
its sweet-souled pandering to our inner
softy, a smart, mini-treatise on vanity
supplies a certain legitimacy.

This comes courtesy of what appears
to be a heartfelt tour-de-force from Amy
Schumer that plays like a one-woman
show with only a spray of human decora-
tion. While all the ancillary portrayals
supply the necessary sounding boards,
including a bit of high-pitched jadedness
from Michelle Williams as the out-of-
touch granddaughter of founder Lily
LeClaire (Lauren Hutton), it’s Amy in
whom we invest our fond wishes. Strik-
ing a seriocomic blow for anyone who
ever felt they were shortchanged in the
beauty sweepstakes, she is the Jeanne
d’Arc of averageness.

You see, while our better instincts
agree in principle that beauty is only
skin deep, albeit with circumspect reser-
vation, few people tune into the Miss
America Pageant for the talent portions
alone. Hence, in tackling this one ex-
ample of our ingrained hypocrisies, I
Feel Pretty charmingly declares the wis-
dom of taking the time to dig beneath the
surface in search of the inner beauty that
might therein lie.

***
I Feel Pretty, rated PG-13, is an STX

Entertainment release directed by Abby
Kohn and Marc Silverstein and stars Amy
Schumer, Rory Scovel and Michelle
Williams. Running time: 110 minutes.

Continuo Arts to
Hold Spring Concert
SUMMIT – The Continuo Arts Foun-

dation presents “The Call of Music” a
concert celebration on Saturday, May 5
at 7:30 p.m. at the Central Presbyterian
Church, Summit. The concert featuring
Continuo Arts Chorale ensembles in-
cluding the Children and Youth Choirs
of New Jersey, Civic Chorale of New
Jersey, Sonare, and Seniors Sing. Un-
der the baton of Founder and Executive
Director Candace Wicke members from
Summit, Short Hills, Westfield, Roselle
Park, Morristown, New Providence,
Berkeley Heights, Freehold, Parsippany
and other towns across New Jersey will
delight the crowd with their selections.

The concert is free and open to the
community. Donations will be grate-
fully accepted. Call (908) 264-5324
and visit www.continuoarts.com for
more information.
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