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Alex Lowe for The Westfield Leader and The Times

PRODUCTIVE GAME AGAINST THE RAIDERS...Blue Devil Jake Wornow, No. 43, scor ed five goals and Nicky Bond,
No. 20, netted three goalsin the game against the Raiderson April 26 in Scotch Plains. The Blue Devilswon, 11-6.

WORNOW 5 GOALS, BOND 3 GOALS, COSTANZO 2 GOALS

Blue Devil Boys Rally to Topple

Raidersin Lacrosse Clash, 11-6

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

JakeWornow scored fivegoal sand
Nicky Bond chipped in three goas
with one assist to help rally the
Westfield High School boyslacrosse
team to an 11-6 win over Scotch
Plains-Fanwood onApril 26in Scotch
Plains. Westfield recovered from a4-
1 deficit early in the second period
and scored nine straight goalsto pull
away from the Raiders.

The Raiders (6-4) came out flying
and drew first blood with a goal by
Aidan Guma at 9:18. Seconds later,
after winning the faceoff, Noah
Costanzo increased the lead to 2-0.
TheBlueDevilsansweredwithagoal
by Wornow to cut it to 2-1 at 5:44.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood kept upthe
pressurethoughandsenior Jack Brady
scored on anice moveto makeit 3-1
with1:19leftinthefirst period. Brady
cameout frombehindthenet, abruptly
reversed direction and delivered the
ball into the corner of the net. The
trend continued into the early part of
the second period as Costanzo scored
his second goal courtesy of an assist
by Anthony Porter.

“We were moving without the ball
andfindingtheopenmen,” said Raider
Head Coach Nick Miceli. “We were
winning the 50/50 battles on ground
balls. In the second half we did none
of that. | don't think it was anything
strategic that Westfield did to change
the game. | just think they started to
play better andwedidn’t up our game
or even maintain our level of play
from the first half. Lacrosse is al
about possession. You don’'t possess
the ball, you are not going towin.”

Withahealthy 4-11ead, theRaiders
werewel| positionedto comeup with
asignature victory against their bor-
der rival. But the Blue Devils were
just about towakeup. Westfieldwould
goona9-Orunthatwouldlastintothe
fourth quarter.

First up was Matthew Rittendale,
who potted onein the back of the net
to cut the lead to 4-2 with 8:48 to go
in the half. Westfield took quick ad-
vantage of aRaider mistake asBrady
was called for unsportsmanlike con-
duct, giving Westfield atwo-man ad-
vantage over the next 40 seconds.
Wornow scored hissecond goal onan
assist by Bond making it 4-3 with

7:54|eftinthehalf. JakeEngelketied
thegamewithagoal at the5:30 mark.
The game would go into the break
tied at 4-4.

“Onoffensewestartedto play more
asateam in the second period,” said
Wornow. “All of the attackmen were
involved with making assists, which
showed that we were moving the ball
better and unselfishly.”

Westfield (5-4) took the lead on a
goal by Bond just over aminuteinto
the third period.

“1 got anicerideontheplay,” said
Bond, who will play for Princeton
next year. “I got forced to my right
and ended up ahead of the defender.
Ritt (Matthew Rittendal €) got methe
ball and the defender was right be-
hind me bumping me al the way. |
took the shot as| wasfalling and was
fortunateto get it into the back of the
net.”

Just about a minute later, Wornow
extended the lead to 6-4 when he
crossed in front of the net and fired a
shot home. Rittendale notched his
second goal of the game, scoring on
an overhand shot at 6:52 to give the
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‘Blue Devils Go Long, Survive Cougar Comeback

“Their first threw a good game.
Unfortunately when we were pitch-
ing the ball, we threw a couple of
walks. Youcan'tdothattoaWestfield
baseball team. They capitalized on
the walks. We gave them too many
chances and unfortunately it cost us
the ball game,” Cougar Head Coach
Dennis McCaffery said.

The insurance gathering sixth in-
ning beganwiththeBlueDevilscling-
ing to a5-4 lead. Jake Lerie, one of
“The Two Jakes’, dashed a leadoff
double to right field. Chris Wagner
reached safely on a throwing error
then Jake Vall-Llobera stepped up
and bashed athree-runhomerunover
theright field fence. With no oneout,
McEleavey got Mike Knapp to hit
intoasecond-to-first doubleplay then
struck out the next batter.

As to his double, Lerie de-
scribed, “Hewasworkingmeaway
the entire day. | was ahead in the
count. He kept throwing me
fastballs when he was behind. It
was 2-0 and hejust left onealittle
middle away. | dropped back onit
and drove it to right field and the
big man [Vall-Llobera] did the |
rest.”

Astohishomerun, Val-Llobera
recaled, “He threw me the same |
pitchtwiceinarow. Thefirsttimeit
gotalittleinsdeonmeand | fouled
it off. | wasalittle out in front of it
and | could hear the dugout my
friends over on the sidelines chirp-
ing a& me. Then he threw it again
over themiddleand | took it.”

Just six days before, Lerie had
thewinningRBI singleintheeighth
inning to lift the Blue Devils past
Colonia, 12-11.

“It felt pretty good, especially

sincetheywalkedMatt[Mclntyre] [

and | felt alittle disrespected be-
cause someone gets intentionally
walked to let you hit. It wasabig
spot and | was really glad that |
could come up big,” Lerie said.
Vall-Llobera,whoalsodrilleda
hard smash to third that allowed
Blue Devils Mike Charlton and
Mclntyre to score in the fourth in-
ning, hasbeen onahard-hitting streak
recently, so it would be just a matter
of time until one cleared the fence.
“l am not just hitting line drives
gap-to-gap. | hit onein ascrimmage
but therehasn’t beenoneall season. It
wasthefirsttimel got good air under
itanditfeltgood,” Vall-Lloberasaid.
The Cougarstook a1-0lead inthe
first on three walks to |oad the bases
and an RBI sacrifice fly to right by
Pat Connolly to bring home Jamie
Shriner. Westfield quickly answered

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

withtwo. Lerie, whowalked and strut-
ted to second on a balk, scored on
Weagner'sRBI doubletol eftfield. Vall-
Llobera’'s grounder resulted in a
throwing error and Wagner scoring.

The Cougars tagged Hoffman for
threerunsonfour hitswiththehel p of
some passed ballsin thethird to take
a 4-2 lead. Mike Murphy (2-for-4)
singled, Connolly walked and Mike
McGee (2-for-4, 2 runs, 2 RBI)
dappedanRBI singletoright. Connor
Katz (2-for-4, 2 RBI) hopped an RBI
singlepast secondthenM cGee' scour-
tesy runner Jack Jarosz scored on
DiClerico’'ssingle.

Back came the Blue Devilswith a
runinthethird. Vall-Lloberawal ked,
Matt Manning (2-for-3) singled and
Knapp knocked an RBI single past
first. After theBlue Devilstook a5-4

lead in the fourth, scoring was silent
until the sixth when they added Vall-
Llobera’sbig blast.

The Cougars were till alive and
began the seventh with back-to-back
singles by Mike Meola and Tyler
Szczech. Connolly added an RBI
groundout and M cGeefollowedwith
an RBI double to center. Katz lined
an RBI singleto center then Carlone
struck out the next two batters.

“When you play Westfield, they
areasolid ball club and it is aways
going to be a tough game,” Coach

McCaffery said.

Westfield received the first seed
for the Union County Tournament
and Cranfordreceivedtheeighth seed,
so the two rivals stand a very big
chance to see each other again very
early in the tournament

“1 know that we play a game on
Saturday [April 28] against Summit.
The county tournament is one game
at atime and if you lose that game,
you don’t worry about the next oppo-
nent. Hereat Cranfordwedon’tworry
about any futureopponents. Weworry
about the next day, which will be
practice on Friday. After practice on
Friday, we will get ready to take on
Summit, which could be a difficult
game, then we will see from there,”
Coach McCaffery said.

“It's a good team. Every time we

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ABOUT TO SCORE...BlueDevil JakeVall-Llobera, No. 21, headshometoscoreinthe
third inning as Cougar catcher Mike M cGee watchesthe progress.

play themit'safungame. Every time
itgoesdowntothewire,” Vall-L|obera
said.

“Wesaw themthreetimeslast year
also. We know [Gordon] Graceffois
goingtobegood. He' sone of the best
pitchersif not the best pitcher in the
county but we got somebody good
over there too with Cory [HiltZ]. It
will beagreat one. | thinkit should be
onethat everyonecomestosee,” Lerie
expressed.
Cranford
Westfield
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Jean Marie Morgan

Sales Associate, International President's Elite
2017 NJ Realtors® Circle of Excellence

Sales Award® Platinum

Top 1% of Sales Associates Nationwide

Direct Line: 908-279-4441

Meticulous, beautifully updated 3 bedroom colonial with
a fabulous yard in the Washington School district!

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, May 6th * 1-4PM
742 Castleman Drive, Westfield * Offered at $849,000

402 Lenox Avenue, Westfield * Offered for $1,375,000

Stunning 5 bedroom Arts & Craft
a spacious floor plan just steps away from Downtown Westfield!

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY
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AMERICA’S BEST
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WESTFIELD FAsT OFFICE © 209 CENTRAL AVENUE ° (908) 233-5555

Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor agents and are not employees of the Company. ©2018 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved.
Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker Logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.




