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ONE DOLLAR

Westfield Introduces $48.2 Mill.
2018 Municipal Budget
By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The town council
on Tuesday introduced its 2018 budget of $48,211,227, by a 8-to-1 vote,
with a municipal tax levy increase of
1.13 percent for a total tax levy of
$27,975,496 with a separate library
tax of $2,571,941. The tax levy increase is $313,000 over last year.
Finance committee member JoAnn
Neylan was the sole dissenter. A final
vote on the budge will take place on
Tuesday, April 24.
According to the presentation,
Westfielders will see a tax rate in-

crease of 0.52 percent. The increase
equates to approximately $30 on the
average assessed homeowner. The
budget and the presentation can be
found on the town’s website
westfieldnj.gov.
The Special Improvement District
(SID) budget was also introduced by
the council, with a $6,000 increase,
totaling $416,347 in general appropriations. The SID funds the Downtown Westfield Corporation and has
not increased its budget in seven years,
Town Administrator Jim Gildea said.
The municipal budget’s largest increases over last year were pensions

Christina H. Hinke for The Westfield Leader

BUDGET TALKS...Westfield Mayor Shelley Brindle explains the 2018 municipal budget as Town Administrator Jim Gildea looks on.

Cranford Defers Vote On
Bond Ord. Until April 10

for the police and fire departments,
up almost 15 percent. The total increase in non-discretionary costs,
which includes, pensions, salaries,
healthcare, sewerage, and more, was
about 3.5 percent.
Councilwoman Neylan gave a list
of reasons why she wouldn’t support
the budget as presented. “Firstly, we
are spending over 30 percent of the
town’s surplus for this year’s budget,” she said. She said unknown expenses such as the removal of the cap
on salary increases for police and fire
and tax appeals after the tax revaluation is complete could impact future
budgets that would need to utilize the
surplus.
“We had an unusual bump in surplus” due to taxpayers filing taxes
early in 2017, Ms. Neylan also noted.
Surplus this year is about $14.5 million, $4.5 million is to be used to pay
for budgetary items.
The town collected $27 million in
pre-paid taxes at the end of 2017, Mr.
Gildea said.
The budget allocates $250,000 in
consulting fees, “many of which are
redundant,” Councilwoman Neylan
said. She called the current administration a “government that spends.”
The budget calls for spending over
$4 million in surplus to cover expenses such as investing in the Department of Public Works aging fleet
of equipment. Finance Chairwoman
Linda Habgood had said the budget
includes two years of investment in
DPW’s six-year plan, which she said
is the right decision rather than having the surplus sit in the bank collecting less than 1 percent interest.
“You are in a safe area,” Warren
Korecky, the town’s budgeting consultant, said of keeping the surplus
level at about $10,000,000, a number
that Ms. Habgood said the council
agreed is a figure that would maintain
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The township
committee on Tuesday night deferred
a second and final motion to approve
reading of an ordinance to refund
monies from a 2006 bond to an April
meeting. Commissioners voted to
move the second reading of the ordinance until the committee’s Tuesday, April 10 meeting.
According to Commissioner Mary
O’Connor, the ordinance is structured to save the township more than
$500,000 in bond payments over a
period of 20 years. She stated, “Hopefully this ordinance will go forward.”
Resolutions that were heard and
passed included: approving a leave
of absence for an employee of the
police department, pursuant to the
federal Family Medical Leave Act,
authorizing an award contract to Harbor Consultants, Inc. for planning
services, authorizing an amendment
to the contract awarded to Community Grants, Planning and Housing

(CGP and H) for administrative agent
services, authorizing a contract to
Best Cleaning Building Services, Inc.
for custodial services for the municipal building and grounds, authorizing to award a contract to Bagel
Giant for 2018 Concession Rights
for the Centennial Avenue and Orange Avenue Pools, and authorizing
tax refunds and complying with the
United States Equal Opportunity Employment Commission’s “Enforcement Guidance on the Consideration
of Arrest and Conviction Records in
Employment Decisions Under Title
VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964.”
In other business, it was announced
that today, March 29, would be the
last tree debris collection from the
recent storms by the Department of
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Susan D. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader

REMEMBERING THE 17 LOST LIVES… Students and adults, including
Westfield Mayor Shelley Bindle, far left, stand in solidarity at Saturday’s March
for Our Lives in Mindowaskin Park in Westfield. They did a symbolic lighting of
candles for the people who lost their lives in the Marjory Stoneman Douglas High
School shooting on February 14 in Parkland, Fla.
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SIGNS TELL ALL… “Thoughts and prayers are not enough,” “We hope the tide is turning,” the signs read at the March
for Our Livesevent in Mindowaskin Park on Saturday. Hundreds of people from all ages were on hand to add their opinion.

Westfield BOE Hears Presentation
On Upcoming New Website
By SARAH McGRAIL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Parents will be
able to create a customized calendar for their own family on the new
board of education website that will
be launched on Wednesday, August
1, it was revealed during Tuesday’s
meeting of the Westfield Board of
Education.
Chief Technology Officer Brian
Auker said the district had consulted
extensively with the people who
would use the website and noted it
would be better and more interactive than the existing website in

Garwood, Fanwood Mayors
To Review Shared Services
By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — Mayor Charles
Lombardo on Tuesday night stated he
would meet with Fanwood Mayor
Colleen Mahr sometime this week to
discuss the shared-service agreement
moving forward. Mayor Lombardo
said he values the relationship
Garwood has with Fanwood regarding shared services and expects the
relationship to continue in the future.
Councilman Joseph Sarno proposed at the last borough council
meeting that the borough should investigate what other “deals” can be
arranged with other municipalities
regarding shared services. Mr. Sarno
stated that “it would not hurt” the
borough’s working relationship with
Fanwood “to see” if there is a “better
deal out there” for Garwood.
Mr. Sarno said a closed-session
discussion could be used to weigh the
pros and cons of each service agreement to find the best terms for
Garwood. The councilman stated that
he did not want to end the sharedservice relationship with Fanwood
unless there are “better” alternatives.
Councilwoman Ileen Cuccaro, who
chairs the Laws and License Committee, said an amendment is being
proposed to charge a fee for abandoned homes.
“It is a good way to keep an eye on
them, make the banks liable for their
upkeep. Fees will assure this will
happen,” said Ms. Cuccaro.
Ms. Cuccaro stated that a $500 fee
will be enacted to register the home
for the first year. The fee on the second anniversary will be $1,500. A
second annual renewal fee will be
$3,000. The fee for any renewal past
the second year will be $5,000, stated
Ms. Cuccaro.

“This will encourage the banks or
owners of abandoned or vacant properties to move in a reasonable manner,” said Ms. Cuccaro.
The planning board will review
any existing fence ordinances regarding corner properties.
“We hope for a unanimous approval. We hope to repeal this onerous revision that was done three years
ago to the dismay of many corner
property owners,” said Ms. Cuccaro.
Councilman Richard McCormack
said as a corner property owner himself, he does not feel it is “fair” to
collect corner property owner’s taxes
“like everyone else.” Yet, corner properties are entitled to less privacy than
other borough residents.
Planning board member Bill
Nierstedt said that he could not provide commentary until the ordinance
is reviewed by the planning board or
“in front of him.” Planning board
commentary will be provided before
the next council meeting addressing
the matter, Councilwoman Sara
Todisco said.
The New Jersey Department of
Transportation has awarded Garwood
$216,000 to “repair various borough
streets” in the 2018 calendar year,
stated Mayor Lombardo.
Mayor Lombardo said through the
Union County Open Space, Recreation and Historic Preservation Trust
Fund, Garwood has been awarded a
$25,470 Level The Playing Field playground grant.
The Mayor appointed planning
board member Kathy Villaggio to the
recreation commission and celebrations committee.
“I am excited to help our community and give back. Both the recreation commission and the celebra-

many ways.
“We realized our website is an
invaluable communications tool that
is used by many, many individuals
in the community,” he said.
The new website, powered by
Edlio, will be more accessible for
people with a handicap, such as
impaired vision, Mr. Auker told attendees at the board meeting.
There will be links to social media but parents also will be able to
read the board’s Facebook and Twitter pages on the website.
In response to parental demand,
there will be buttons at the top of the
website that give easy access to
Genesis and the district calendar.
The existing website will be removed on June 30 and a temporary
website will take its place until the
new website is in place on August 1.
The board was shown a test version of the new website and Board
President Gretchan Ohlig said, “I
haven’t seen it before but it looks

wonderful, and I know you have
made an extraordinary effort to talk
to all the stakeholders.”
Business Manager Dana Sullivan
presented some of the bigger
projects planned for the rest of 2018
and into 2019.
More than 800 doors and fire
doors are to be replaced throughout
the district’s schools, at a cost of
$4.1 million, as part of the district’s
ongoing security initiative.
Ms. Sullivan pointed out that the
replacement of fire doors, which
were required to incorporate a system that closed them in the event of
a fire, added significantly to the
expense.
Another security procedure has
been the introduction of identification cards for teachers that enable
them to gain admission to the school
without the need to input a code that
can be observed and used by others
to get into the school.
Other major expenses within the
district’s aging schools included the
replacement of boilers at a cost of
$900,000.
The district has around one million square feet of building space
and more than 80 acres of land to
maintain, with schools ranging in
age from McKinley Elementary
School, built in 1908, to Tamaques
Elementary School, built in 1963.

Susan D. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader

THIS IS A MOVEMENT, NOT A MOMENT…Saturday’s March for Our Lives
rally filled Mindowaskin Park in Westfield, as attendees heard impassioned
speeches on the effort to end mass shootings by reforming the nation’s gun laws.
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The Right Combination of Cutting Edge Technology
and the Highest Quality of Services and Programs is the Reason
Why Coldwell Banker is the

Preferred Real Estate Company.
Westﬁeld West Ofﬁce • 600 North Avenue West, Westﬁeld, NJ 07090 • 908-233-0065 • ColdwellBankerHomes.com
© 2018 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity
Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker® and the Coldwell Banker logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.
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Freeholders OK Architect
For New Pool In Rahway
By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader
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SAVING LIVES...Westfield Volunteer Rescue Squad members Michael Besaw,
Edward Hance and David Sloan receive a proclamation from Mayor Shelley
Brindle Tuesday night. The squad is fundraising to maintain and sustain their
efforts to save lives.

Personalized Learning
Showcased at BOE Meeting
By ROBYN ORR-GIOFFRE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — Personalized
Learning through Competency-Based
Science, Technology, Engineering,
Arts and Mathematics (STEAM) was
showcased Monday night at the regular monthly meeting of the board of
education.
Competency-Based learning seeks
to advance students from skill to skill
based on how competent they are, as
opposed to advancing them based on
age.
Jill Hayeck’s third-grade students
from Orange Avenue School gave the
board a PowerPoint presentation highlighting the benefits of this program.
The students compared a traditional
classroom to one using CompetencyBased learning and told the board
students in this environment become
independent and work with any style
they choose. They further commented
that students learn and study at their
own pace, take tests when they are
ready, have increased ability to meet
with teachers and peer experts and
are able to move forward or stay
behind in a skill even if classmates
move on.
The program allows for Innovation
Hour, a time for students to explore
topics of interest during the day and a
time for students to meet and discuss
ways to be more successful in the
classroom.
Additionally, there is Teacher Time,
where students can sign up to meet
with their teacher, which can be done
with a small group of learners instead
of just one-on-one. Students also can
consult with the Expert Board, made
up of students who have mastered a
skill.
“I like this way of learning because
we are not pushed to learn what we
are not comfortable with,” third grader
Riley McGee told the board.
Orange Avenue School Principal
Marc Edery commented to board
members that for teachers implementing the new program, “The hardest
part is letting go” and letting students

Garwood
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

tions committee have a lot going on
and to achieve. I am glad I can help
them,” said Ms. Villaggio.
Mayor Lombardo additionally appointed Debbie McCarthy to the celebrations committee.
Ms. Todisco said a volunteer rewards card has been established, with
12 businesses participating, “Which
is really terrific for a new program
like this,” she added. The cards will
be distributed to volunteers next
month.
Mr. Nierstedt said during public
commentary that he wanted to introduce a resolution expressing the
borough’s support towards gun control measures. Former mayor Patricia
Quattrocchi originally introduced the
resolution in 2013.
The resolution outlines control
measures such as required firearm
safety training, the re-imposition of a
federal ban on military assault-style
weapons, a ban of high-capacity bullet magazines or a reduction to 10round maximum, and the establishment of a regulatory and reporting
program for ammunition sales, stated
Mr. Nierstedt.

take control of their learning.
Superintendent Scott Rubin, Ed.D.,
gave the students accolades for their
presentation, commenting, “I have to
tell you, I think our future is in very
good hands.”
Security issues also were discussed
at the meeting. The security audit will
take place soon and there is a visit
planned for each of the schools in the
district.
Community meetings have been
scheduled at each of the schools to
address security concerns and social
and wellness issues with students,
with a presentation and a questionand-answer segment.
Mr. Rubin told the board that, starting next year, he would schedule an
annual meeting to provide an update
about safety and wellness concerns.
He told the board he views security as
“a shared responsibility” and expressed gratitude to the PTA presidents for allowing a dialogue with
each of the schools, further commenting that, “it’s very healthy to have this
mutual dialogue and get to see things
through multiple lenses.”
The board of education will hold a
public hearing on the budget in the
board room at Lincoln School at 7
p.m. on Monday, April 30.

COUNTY — The Union County
Freeholder Board last Thursday approved a professional services contract as well as additional funding on
an existing contract for improvements at Rahway River Park.
Netta Architects of Mountainside
was given a $298,600 contract for
design services, construction administration and inspection services for
improvements to the Walter E. Ulrich
Memorial Pool that is located in the
park. Ulrich Pool was included in
the 2017 capital budget in the amount
of $3 million, $2,935,000 of which
is to be bonded.
Ron Zuber, director of parks and
recreation, said all existing buildings for the current pool will be
demolished except one which has
historical significance. He said work
is to begin as soon as the pool shuts
for the summer after Labor Day with
construction being completed over
the fall, winter and spring months.
He said the project will include a
new pool, concession stands and
locker rooms.
Mr. Zuber said if necessary temporary trailers will be used during
the summer of 2019, saying the pool
itself will be open that season.
In addition, Neglia Engineering
Associates of Clark was given a
$12,750 increase in its contract for a
new amount of $292,752 for additional engineering services for improvements at Rahway River Park.
A new sports facility, now the home
football field for Rahway High
School, opened in the fall of 2017,
funded by the City of Rahway and
the county despite opposition from
residents.
The county’s other pool, Wheeler
in Linden, is being converted to a
spray park.
Garwood resident Bruce Paterson
said the amount of the Netta contract
caused him “serious concern” as he
was worried the project will go over
budget.
In other business, the board approved an ordinance on second reading for changes and/or additional
fees for recreational facilities. Mr.
Zuber explained new fees are being
added for the Watchung Sports Cen-

Writing Of Downtown
Plans to Start Next Week
By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS — The drafting of redevelopment plans for the
downtown business district is expected to get underway in the next
week, and the hope is that, in about
two months from now, the township
council will be in a position to approve the plans and then vote on the
first actual projects by the fall.
Last week, the council gave its
unanimous approval to a plan to declare 45 properties in the downtown
business district as being “in need of
redevelopment,” a designation that
will give the municipal government
greater control over how those parcels are redeveloped. The initial focus will be on the municipal-owned
properties that house the library and
adjacent parking lot as well as the
municipal building, fire house and
adjacent parking lot. Two or three
new parking structures will be needed
in the downtown to accommodate
the new development, which will
include not only retail and commercial space, a new library and possibly a new community center but also
several hundred new housing units.
It is likely the new parking facilities
will be situated on each side of Park
Avenue — on the block where the
library now stands, in the present
municipal parking lot next to town
hall and possibly elsewhere such as
behind the stores on Park Avenue
between Bartle Avenue and Westfield
Avenue.
Thomas Strowe, the township’s
coordinator for the revitalization efforts, said the redevelopment plans
will include a variety of items including land use, building design,
infrastructure needs, design standards, density, building heights, parking, etc.

Susan D. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader

STUDENT ORGANIZED AND STUDENT LED…Saturday’s March for Our
Lives held in Mindowaskin Park in Westfield,and organized by student Emily
Bloomfield, was a rally where people who spoke of personal reasons for marching.

“We’ll then ask developers to submit proposals that fit into what’s laid
out in the plans,” he told The
Westfield Leader this week. “We’ll
get as specific as we need to but we
don’t want to be too specific,” he
said, adding that, “we want the free
market to work” and encourage developers to be creative and come up
with their own ideas as well.
While the main focus initially will
be on the library and town hall properties, Mr. Strowe said the entire area
encompassed in the Phase 1 section
— 19.2 acres of public and private
properties bounded roughly by Park
Avenue, East Second Street and
Westfield Avenue, Grand Street, Forest Road and Front Street — will be
included in the redevelopment plans
that will be written. He said the downtown may be divided into several
redevelopment zones and that developers may choose to submit proposals for a single zone, two zones or for
the entire neighborhood, depending
on their preferences. And if private
property owners, after evaluating the
plans and developer proposals, want
to participate, they will be encouraged to do so, Mr. Strowe said.
A subcommittee of the downtown
redevelopment committee will be responsible for drafting the plan and
will work with other committee members as well, said Mr. Strowe, who
will take part in the plan’s writing
along with Mayor Alexander Smith,
Deputy Mayor Llewellyn Jones,
Township Manager Al Mirabella,
planners and attorneys along with
several business owners and property landlords. The subcommittee’s
progress will be updated at the redevelopment committee’s monthly
meetings, and if members of the public wish to provide comments or input at those meetings, they will be
able to do so, Mr. Strowe told The
Times.
He echoed the mayor’s hope that
by the end of May or early June, the
redevelopment plan can be introduced by the township council and,
if approved, requests for proposals
from developers can be solicited
during the summer months. By fall,
Mr. Strowe said, he hopes the governing body will be voting on the
first downtown projects.
Last week, Planning Board Chairwoman Paulette Coronato noted that
the current downtown revitalization
efforts had come further than any of
the previous efforts, which included
over the years numerous consultant
reports and the formation of several
committees that sought to find a solution to downtown revitalization.
Mr. Strowe this week said the same,
adding that, “we have to get [the first
phase] right and as perfect as it can
be.”

ter in Roselle as an artificial field has
been added as the building is now a
year-round facility. The turf field is
available for rentals for time slots of
a half hour, one or two hours, with
fees ranging from $100 for a half
hour to $200 for two hours for county
residents. Batting cage rentals are
$40 an hour or $25 for a half hour for
county residents. Fees are $25 higher
in each category for out-of-county
residents.
Golf fees for Galloping Hill and
Ash Brook Golf Courses are being
lowered per the ordinance for veterans per a discount program offered
on Mondays and Tuesdays.
The ordinance was approved by
an 8-to-1 vote with Freeholder Angel Estrada the lone dissenting vote.
He said he was concerned that fees
were not taking into account the cost
of financing the bonds that the county
incurred for improvements made to
the golf facilities, including the new
clubhouse currently under construction at Ash Brook. He said the county
still needs to see what can be done so
“as not to continue...subsidizing
playing golf.”
The board also voted to sell property at 502-506 Amboy Avenue in
Elizabeth for $400,000.
Also approved was a resolution
proclaiming Tuesday, April 10, 2018,
as Equal Pay Day.
“Women on the average earn 79
cents for every dollar men make and
for women of color it’s less than
that,” Freeholder Bette Jane
Kowalski said. She said the resolution shows the board’s support “to
the idea that everyone who performs
an equal task should get equal pay.”
Nancy Piwowar of Plainfield questioned a resolution to designate
Trinitas Regional Medical Center in
Elizabeth as a Trauma II Level Center.
Freeholder Estrada explained that
the New Jersey Department of Health
had sought proposals from Union
County hospitals that would apply to
be a trauma center and Trinitas had
applied. He said Trinitas has been
making improvements over the past
four years including an extension of
its emergency room operation “to
ensure that it qualified for this process.”
He said the county believes it needs
a designated trauma center that is
closer to its residents.
Ms. Piwowar also alerted the
county to damage caused by the recent nor’easters, saying Green Brook
Park in Plainfield was “devastated”
from storm damage. “That park is
heavily used and it (damage) is a
public safety hazard,” she said.
Freeholder Chairman Sergio
Granados said Freeholder Linda
Carter, County Manager Ed Oatman
and Mr. Zuber are working on a plan
to clean up the park “as quickly as
possible.”
Mr. Paterson also questioned why
Freeholder Mohamed Jalloh is not
being given the Democratic organization line on June Primary Election
ballots. Mr. Granados cut off Mr.
Paterson, saying his comments
needed to address governmental and
not political issues.
On the issue of the Gateway
Project, which includes two new rail
tunnels from New Jersey to New
York under the Hudson River and a
new portal bridge, Freeholder Bruce
Bergen noted that legislation approved by the House and U.S. Senate last week includes $541 million
for the project.
“It’s just a start, but it’s a good
start,” Mr. Bergen said. “This is not
a New Jersey issue, it’s not a New
York issue, it’s a regional and even a
national economic issue.”

Fred T. Rossi for The Westfield Leader

WORDS OF WISDOM...Former baseball star Darryl Strawberry speaks to fans
young and old at Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School on Monday night about his
professional triumphs and personal struggles.

Westfield Budget
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

the town’s AAA bond rating.
Councilman Mark LoGrippo said
he had concerns with spending a quarter of a million dollars in consultation
fees. He questioned the need for a
part-time communications manager.
“Our communication is better in
Westfield than in Summit and they
have a public relations officer,” Mr.
LoGrippo said.
The public relations manager is to
help alleviate the burden of communicating to residents from the department heads, and the new position will
also mitigate the need for outside
consultants for website management,
Mayor Shelley Brindle said.
Councilman Frank Arena also questioned hiring consultants. He went
further to call out the federal deficit.
And then said, “I would like to see us
be the leader in New Jersey and eliminate county government.” He said the
redundancies in New Jersey government make the state residents the
“highest taxed people in the planet.”
The public portion of the meeting
had a large crowd gathered to hear the
budget, with a handful of residents
who asked questions such as the need
for hiring of new people, what was
cut from the budget to alleviate the
tax burden to residents, technology,
and other matters.
“There is a tax fatigue,” said resident Ryan Morris of Hyslip Avenue.
“I challenge you guys to come back
and say…this is what we cut…to save
and invest over here,” he said.
Resident Kenneth MacRitchie

asked the council to reconsider his
request made eight years ago to remove the restriction of fence heights
around equipment apparatus used for
utility companies.
Prior to the council unanimously
voting to introduce an ordinance banning the sale of cats and dogs taken
from puppy mills in the town, Larry
Cohen, a volunteer Union County
legislative leader for the Humane
Society, spoke about how this ordinance is “a good deed.” So far, 120
New Jersey municipalities have
passed such an ordinance, he said.
The council also introduced an ordinance that regulates and establishes
certain requirements for short-term
rentals of private residences.
A cap bank was established in the
amount of $321,556, which is 3.5
percent over last year’s.
Gregory Talmont was appointed to
the Board of Architectural Review.
Mayor Brindle said the police department had 60 citations given out
during the storm; some 4,000 people
attended the March For Our Lives
event in Westfield, and that a new
Town Hall High School intern program, has 48 high school students
involved.
The DPW will be picking up brush
that resulted from downed limbs and
trees dues to the snow storms at the
curbside, and the town website is to
be updated daily on the brush pickup
schedule. Also, the Conservation
Center is open Saturday and residents
can bring brush there as well.

Christina H. Hinke for The Westfield Leader

PARKINSON’S AWARENESS MONTH...Barbara Ringk receieves a proclamation from Mayor Shelley Brindle anonouncing Parkinson’s Awareness Month.The
Parkinson’s Support Group in Westfield meets every second Monday of the
month.

Bond Vote
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Public Works (DPW). Deputy Mayor
Ann Dooley, as well as all the members of the township committee,
thanked members of the DPW and
thanked members of the Cranford
community for all the e-mails and
thank you notes received by members of the DPW in appreciation of
their hard work.
It also was announced that, April 1
through April 21, a Distracted Driving Campaign would be launched
within the township to further deter
drivers in Cranford from talking on
their cell phones or texting while
driving.
A Get Fit Cranford Day was announced for the township for Sunday, April 22, which will be held in
the main parking lot of the municipal
building. Activities will include a
self-defense class, yoga, dancing and
a Simon Says class instructed by
Mayor Thomas H. Hannen, Jr.
High-school athlete and distance
runner Keith Brown asked commissioners to look into the condition of
the bike and walking/running paths
throughout Cranford, noting that
there are many potholes and root
overgrowth on these paths, causing
potential injuries to those who utilize them like himself and his fellow
runners.
The next township committee
meeting is scheduled for April 10, at
7:30 p.m., at the municipal building
at 8 Springfield Avenue.

Courtesy of Joanne Larosa

HOME SWEET HOME...Preschool teacher Gabriella LaRosa and Teal Hall, a
local carpenter, build an igaloo with last week’s snow a their home in Westfield.
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Rec. Commission Discusses
Forest Road Master Plan
By LAUREN A. SILVA
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — Recreation Director Bob Budiansky discussed the Forest Road Park master plan at Tuesday
night’s recreation commission meeting. Mr. Budiansky spoke about the
status of the project and the next steps
for the plan.
Mr. Budiansky spoke about the Forest Road Master Plan, specifically
about CME Associates’ contractors.
CME Associates was approved by
the borough council last month for
this project. At February’s meeting,
Mr. Budiansky mentioned that he
asked CME Associates for a more
comprehensive proposal that includes

the total amount for all the improvements plus the cost of supervision. At
Tuesday night’s meeting he said,
“CME is reluctant to expand on the
proposal because the project is in the
early stages. They don’t know how
big the project will be, (so) it’s hard
for them to give a total cost.”
In a recent letter to Mr. Budiansky,
CME gave an estimated total quote
for the project of between $45,000
and $55,000. Council liaison member Erin McElroy-Barker said, “There
is a question of cost with the [borough] council.” Mr. Budiansky also
mentioned getting a new design plan
from CME Associates and possibly
preserving trees in Forest Road Park

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

READING IS GOOD FOR YOU...Friends of Scotch Plains Public Library
volunteers Daisy and Sambahvi look over stacks of books for the Scotch Plains
Library book sale on Thursday night.

Garwood, Fanwood Mayors
To Review Shared Services
By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD — Mayor Charles
Lombardo on Tuesday night stated he
would meet with Fanwood Mayor
Colleen Mahr sometime this week to
discuss the shared-service agreement
moving forward. Mayor Lombardo
said he values the relationship
Garwood has with Fanwood regarding shared services and expects the
relationship to continue in the future.
Councilman Joseph Sarno proposed at the last borough council
meeting that the borough should investigate what other “deals” can be
arranged with other municipalities
regarding shared services. Mr. Sarno
stated that “it would not hurt” the
borough’s working relationship with
Fanwood “to see” if there is a “better
deal out there” for Garwood.
Mr. Sarno said a closed-session
discussion could be used to weigh the
pros and cons of each service agreement to find the best terms for
Garwood. The councilman stated that
he did not want to end the sharedservice relationship with Fanwood
unless there are “better” alternatives.

Councilwoman Ileen Cuccaro, who
chairs the Laws and License Committee, said an amendment is being
proposed to charge a fee for abandoned homes.
“It is a good way to keep an eye on
them, make the banks liable for their
upkeep. Fees will assure this will
happen,” said Ms. Cuccaro.
Ms. Cuccaro stated that a $500 fee
will be enacted to register the home
for the first year. The fee on the second anniversary will be $1,500. A
second annual renewal fee will be
$3,000. The fee for any renewal past
the second year will be $5,000, stated
Ms. Cuccaro.
“This will encourage the banks or
owners of abandoned or vacant properties to move in a reasonable manner,” said Ms. Cuccaro.
The planning board will review
any existing fence ordinances regardCONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

JAZZ FEST...Student musicians from 10 area high schools took part in last
Friday's 21st annual Moonglowers Jazz Festival at Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School.

WESTFIELD
WEST

so as not to expand the basketball
court as much. Mr. Budiansky said, “I
have to verify with Chief Financial
Officer Fred Tomkins that we can go
forward with this.”
There was discussion about the
skate park fence replacement at Forest Road Park. Mr. Budiansky spoke
about the current condition of the
fence. Precision Fence Company
wants to add two extra posts between
every 10 feet. Clint Dicksen, the
borough’s public works director, obtained a more recent quote from Precision Fence that is approximately
$2,800 more than the amount Mr.
Budiansky presented at February’s
meeting from the company. He said
he is waiting for quotes from two
other competing companies.
Mr. Budiansky spoke about a new
policy that the commission be responsible for the Department of Public Works (DPW) overtime pay for
borough events. These events include
the Easter Egg Hunt, Party in the
Park, summer movies, the Halloween
parade and contest, and the Holiday
Celebration. This overtime equals
$4,500 in the commission’s budget.
Ms. McElroy-Barker said, “I will
check with the borough council about
this, specifically how they decided
that the recreation commission be
responsible for the DPW costs.”
There also was mention of a recent
$15,000 grant from the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders to install playground equipment in the
borough’s parks for special-needs
children called Leveling The Playing
Field. Mr. Budiansky suggested asking CME Associates for ideas on how
to use the grant money. Commission
Chairman Joe Valente advised obtaining a copy of the grant from the
borough council.
Ms. McElroy-Barker spoke to the
commission about the new sound system at Forest Road Park. As per the
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GOOD MORNING...Gayle of Troop 104 and Lance Booth serve ham at the Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary breakfast held
Sunday at the Scotch Hills Country Club. Proceeds benefited The Frazee House.

Writing Of Downtown
Plans to Start Next Week
By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The drafting of redevelopment plans for the
downtown business district is expected to get underway in the next
week, and the hope is that, in about
two months from now, the township
council will be in a position to approve the plans and then vote on the
first actual projects by the fall.
Last week, the council gave its
unanimous approval to a plan to declare 45 properties in the downtown
business district as being “in need of
redevelopment,” a designation that

Freeholders OK Architect
For New Pool In Rahway
By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY — The Union County
Freeholder Board last Thursday approved a professional services contract as well as additional funding
on an existing contract for improvements at Rahway River Park.
Netta Architects of Mountainside
was given a $298,600 contract for
design services, construction administration and inspection services for
improvements to the Walter E.
Ulrich Memorial Pool that is located in the park. Ulrich Pool was
included in the 2017 capital budget
in the amount of $3 million,
$2,935,000 of which is to be bonded.
Ron Zuber, director of parks and
recreation, said all existing buildings for the current pool will be
demolished except one which has
historical significance. He said work
is to begin as soon as the pool shuts
for the summer after Labor Day
with construction being completed
over the fall, winter and spring
months. He said the project will
include a new pool, concession
stands and locker rooms.
Mr. Zuber said if necessary temporary trailers will be used during
the summer of 2019, saying the pool
itself will be open that season.
In addition, Neglia Engineering
Associates of Clark was given a
$12,750 increase in its contract for
a new amount of $292,752 for additional engineering services for improvements at Rahway River Park.
A new sports facility, now the home
football field for Rahway High
School, opened in the fall of 2017,
funded by the City of Rahway and
the county despite opposition from

residents.
The county’s other pool, Wheeler
in Linden, is being converted to a
spray park.
Garwood resident Bruce Paterson said the amount of the Netta
contract caused him “serious concern” as he was worried the project
will go over budget.
In other business, the board approved an ordinance on second reading for changes and/or additional
fees for recreational facilities. Mr.
Zuber explained new fees are being
added for the Watchung Sports Center in Roselle as an artificial field
has been added as the building is
now a year-round facility. The turf
field is available for rentals for time
slots of a half hour, one or two
hours, with fees ranging from $100
for a half hour to $200 for two hours
for county residents. Batting cage
rentals are $40 an hour or $25 for a
half hour for county residents. Fees
are $25 higher in each category for
out-of-county residents.
Golf fees for Galloping Hill and
Ash Brook Golf Courses are being
lowered per the ordinance for veterans per a discount program offered on Mondays and Tuesdays.
The ordinance was approved by
an 8-to-1 vote with Freeholder Angel Estrada the lone dissenting vote.
He said he was concerned that fees
were not taking into account the
cost of financing the bonds that the
county incurred for improvements
made to the golf facilities, including the new clubhouse currently
under construction at Ash Brook.
He said the county still needs to see
what can be done so “as not to
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

will give the municipal government
greater control over how those parcels are redeveloped. The initial focus will be on the municipal-owned
properties that house the library and
adjacent parking lot as well as the
municipal building, fire house and
adjacent parking lot. Two or three
new parking structures will be needed
in the downtown to accommodate the
new development, which will include
not only retail and commercial space,
a new library and possibly a new
community center but also several
hundred new housing units. It is likely
the new parking facilities will be situated on each side of Park Avenue —
on the block where the library now
stands, in the present municipal parking lot next to town hall and possibly
elsewhere such as behind the stores
on Park Avenue between Bartle Avenue and Westfield Avenue.
Thomas Strowe, the township’s
coordinator for the revitalization efforts, said the redevelopment plans

will include a variety of items including land use, building design, infrastructure needs, design standards,
density, building heights, parking, etc.
“We’ll then ask developers to submit proposals that fit into what’s laid
out in the plans,” he told The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times this week.
“We’ll get as specific as we need to
but we don’t want to be too specific,”
he said, adding that, “we want the free
market to work” and encourage developers to be creative and come up
with their own ideas as well.
While the main focus initially will
be on the library and town hall properties, Mr. Strowe said the entire area
encompassed in the Phase 1 section
— 19.2 acres of public and private
properties bounded roughly by Park
Avenue, East Second Street and
Westfield Avenue, Grand Street, Forest Road and Front Street — will be
included in the redevelopment plans
that will be written. He said the downtown may be divided into several
redevelopment zones and that developers may choose to submit proposals for a single zone, two zones or for
the entire neighborhood, depending
on their preferences. And if private
property owners, after evaluating the
plans and developer proposals, want
to participate, they will be encouraged to do so, Mr. Strowe said.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

END OF AN ERA...It's the final curtain for the shuttered Sears Roebuck store on
Route 22 in Watchung, which closed its doors last fall. The site will be converted
into a retail shopping center.
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Personalized Learning
Showcased at BOE Meeting
By ROBYN ORR-GIOFFRE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

PANCAKES, ANYONE?...Lance Booth serves pancakes at the Fanwood-Scotch
Plains Rotary breakfast held Sunday at the Scotch Hills Country Club. Proceeds
benefited the Frazee House.

County Pool
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

continue...subsidizing playing
golf.”
The board also voted to sell property at 502-506 Amboy Avenue in
Elizabeth for $400,000.
Also approved was a resolution
proclaiming Tuesday, April 10,
2018, as Equal Pay Day.
“Women on the average earn 79
cents for every dollar men make
and for women of color it’s less than
that,” Freeholder Bette Jane
Kowalski said. She said the resolution shows the board’s support “to
the idea that everyone who performs
an equal task should get equal pay.”
Nancy Piwowar of Plainfield
questioned a resolution to designate Trinitas Regional Medical Center in Elizabeth as a Trauma II Level
Center.
Freeholder Estrada explained that
the New Jersey Department of
Health had sought proposals from
Union County hospitals that would
apply to be a trauma center and
Trinitas had applied. He said
Trinitas has been making improvements over the past four years including an extension of its emergency room operation “to ensure
that it qualified for this process.”
He said the county believes it
needs a designated trauma center
that is closer to its residents.
Ms. Piwowar also alerted the
county to damage caused by the
recent nor’easters, saying Green
Brook Park in Plainfield was “devastated” from storm damage. “That
park is heavily used and it (damage)
is a public safety hazard,” she said.
Freeholder Chairman Sergio

Granados said Freeholder Linda
Carter, County Manager Ed Oatman
and Mr. Zuber are working on a
plan to clean up the park “as quickly
as possible.”
Mr. Paterson also questioned why
Freeholder Mohamed Jalloh is not
being given the Democratic organization line on June Primary Election ballots. Mr. Granados cut off
Mr. Paterson, saying his comments
needed to address governmental and
not political issues.
On the issue of the Gateway
Project, which includes two new
rail tunnels from New Jersey to New
York under the Hudson River and a
new portal bridge, Freeholder Bruce
Bergen noted that legislation approved by the House and U.S. Senate last week includes $541 million
for the project.
“It’s just a start, but it’s a good
start,” Mr. Bergen said. “This is not
a New Jersey issue, it’s not a New
York issue, it’s a regional and even
a national economic issue.”

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe

CRANFORD — Personalized
Learning through Competency-Based
Science, Technology, Engineering,
Arts and Mathematics (STEAM) was
showcased Monday night at the regular monthly meeting of the board of
education.
Competency-Based learning seeks
to advance students from skill to skill
based on how competent they are, as
opposed to advancing them based on
age.
Jill Hayeck’s third-grade students
from Orange Avenue School gave the
board a PowerPoint presentation highlighting the benefits of this program.
The students compared a traditional
classroom to one using CompetencyBased learning and told the board
students in this environment become
independent and work with any style
they choose. They further commented
that students learn and study at their
own pace, take tests when they are
ready, have increased ability to meet
with teachers and peer experts and
are able to move forward or stay
behind in a skill even if classmates
move on.
The program allows for Innovation
Hour, a time for students to explore
topics of interest during the day and a
time for students to meet and discuss
ways to be more successful in the
classroom.
Additionally, there is Teacher Time,
where students can sign up to meet with
their teacher, which can be done with a
small group of learners instead of just
one-on-one. Students also can consult
with the Expert Board, made up of
students who have mastered a skill.
“I like this way of learning because
we are not pushed to learn what we
are not comfortable with,” third grader
Riley McGee told the board.
Orange Avenue School Principal
Marc Edery commented to board
members that for teachers implementing the new program, “The hardest
part is letting go” and letting students
take control of their learning.
Superintendent Scott Rubin, Ed.D.,
gave the students accolades for their
presentation, commenting, “I have to
tell you, I think our future is in very
good hands.”
Security issues also were discussed
at the meeting. The security audit will
take place soon and there is a visit
planned for each of the schools in the
district.
Community meetings have been
scheduled at each of the schools to

address security concerns and social
and wellness issues with students,
with a presentation and a questionand-answer segment.
Mr. Rubin told the board that, starting next year, he would schedule an
annual meeting to provide an update
about safety and wellness concerns.
He told the board he views security as
“a shared responsibility” and expressed gratitude to the PTA presidents for allowing a dialogue with
each of the schools, further commenting that, “it’s very healthy to have this
mutual dialogue and get to see things
through multiple lenses.”
The board of education will hold a
public hearing on the budget in the
board room at Lincoln School at 7
p.m. on Monday, April 30.

Downtown
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

A subcommittee of the downtown
redevelopment committee will be responsible for drafting the plan and
will work with other committee members as well, said Mr. Strowe, who
will take part in the plan’s writing
along with Mayor Alexander Smith,
Deputy Mayor Llewellyn Jones,
Township Manager Al Mirabella,
planners and attorneys along with
several business owners and property
landlords. The subcommittee’s
progress will be updated at the redevelopment committee’s monthly
meetings, and if members of the public wish to provide comments or input
at those meetings, they will be able to
do so, Mr. Strowe told The Times.
He echoed the mayor’s hope that
by the end of May or early June, the
redevelopment plan can be introduced
by the township council and, if approved, requests for proposals from
developers can be solicited during
the summer months. By fall, Mr.
Strowe said, he hopes the governing
body will be voting on the first downtown projects.
Last week, Planning Board Chairwoman Paulette Coronato noted that
the current downtown revitalization
efforts had come further than any of the
previous efforts, which included over
the years numerous consultant reports
and the formation of several committees that sought to find a solution to
downtown revitalization. Mr. Strowe
this week said the same, adding that,
“we have to get [the first phase] right
and as perfect as it can be.”

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WORDS OF WISDOM...Former baseball star Darryl Strawberry speaks to fans
young and old at Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School on Monday night about his
professional triumphs and personal struggles.

Shared Services
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

ing corner properties.
“We hope for a unanimous approval. We hope to repeal this onerous revision that was done three years
ago to the dismay of many corner
property owners,” said Ms. Cuccaro.
Councilman Richard McCormack
said as a corner property owner himself, he does not feel it is “fair” to
collect corner property owner’s taxes
“like everyone else.” Yet, corner properties are entitled to less privacy than
other borough residents.
Planning board member Bill
Nierstedt said that he could not provide commentary until the ordinance
is reviewed by the planning board or
“in front of him.” Planning board
commentary will be provided before
the next council meeting addressing
the matter, Councilwoman Sara
Todisco said.
The New Jersey Department of
Transportation has awarded Garwood
$216,000 to “repair various borough
streets” in the 2018 calendar year,
stated Mayor Lombardo.
Mayor Lombardo said through the
Union County Open Space, Recreation and Historic Preservation Trust
Fund, Garwood has been awarded a
$25,470 Level The Playing Field playground grant.
The Mayor appointed planning
board member Kathy Villaggio to the
recreation commission and celebrations committee.
“I am excited to help our commu-

nity and give back. Both the recreation commission and the celebrations committee have a lot going on
and to achieve. I am glad I can help
them,” said Ms. Villaggio.

Forest Rd.
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

council, Ms. McElroy-Barker said,
“The sound system was purchased
for the seniors and can be used by the
recreation commission only.”
There was some discussion of the
borough’s summer movie date night
events. The commission currently is
planning the schedule of movies. The
Fanwood Easter Egg Hunt, originally
scheduled for March 24, was cancelled over safety concerns following
recent weather conditions, and has
been rescheduled for this Saturday,
March 31. It will take place at Forest
Road Park at 10 a.m. Mr. Valente
discussed the borough’s 5K and said
a new website needs to be created for
this event.
Mr. Budiansky concluded the meeting with his director’s report about
the borough’s summer camps. Weeks
two and three of travel camp sold out
quickly on registration day at the beginning of the month. The revenues
for Summer 2018 are $95,026. Mr.
Budiansky is encouraging residents
to continue to register their children
for summer camp.
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Fanwood, NJ 07023
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DWC Discusses Atlantic
Health, Farmers’ Market
By DOMINIC A. LAGANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Kate Browne for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TOP TEACHERS...The Mountainside Board of Education last week presented
four teachers with the Governor’s Teacher Recognition award. The award was
established in 1985 for the purpose of acknowledging teachers who exhibit
outstanding performance. This year’s recipients are Kathleen Goldbeck, a special-education teacher; Kristin Trentham, a PEAK teacher; Carmine Ann Casolaro,
a paraprofessional at the Beechwood Elementary School, and Linda Lombardo,
the school secretary at Deerfield Elementary School.

PA Raising Airport Workers
To $19 Per Hour By 2023
REGION – Last Thursday afternoon
the Port Authority of New York and New
Jersey voted to raise wages to $19 by
2023 for the 40,000 airport New York
and New Jersey baggage handlers, security officers, wheelchair agents, terminal
and airplane cleaners and other airport
workers at JFK, LaGuardia and Newark
airports.
For New Jersey airport workers the
new wage policy will give them an $8.45
raise and parity pay with New York airport workers. It will also result in real
gains for the New York airport workers
themselves, who have been making $13
an hour, according to the 32BJ of the
Service Employees International Union.
“This is an unprecedented win for
40,000 contracted airport workers in an
ongoing campaign led by thousands of
cabin and terminal cleaners, wheelchair
attendants, baggage handlers, security and
other contracted service workers who have
won $15 an hour and the union lifting
families and communities in both New
York and New Jersey. They are part of a
national movement of workers across this
nation that are rising to demand their fair
share and turn low-wage contracted jobs
into family-sustaining jobs. New York
and New Jersey airport workers have led
the way and shown that when we work
together in unity, we can win,” said 32BJ

President Héctor Figueroa.
In the last few years, airport workers
held marches, rallies, and strikes and
even got arrested on Martin Luther King
Day to demand their rights. They won
MLK Day as a paid holiday and were able
to get the Port Authority of New York and
New Jersey to raise their wages from
$7.25 an hour to $10.20.

Bramnick Questions
Funding Source for
Murphy’s Tech Hub
TRENTON – Assembly Minority
Leader Jon Bramnick (R-21st, Westfield)
issued the following statement in response
to Governor Phil Murphy’s plan to create
a tech hub project in New Brunswick:
“Building a tech hub is a good idea
on paper, but Governor Murphy needs
to tell us upfront how he plans to pay
for it. Placing the cost on taxpayers
would be counter productive and should
not be an option. The governor has
been critical of the EDA (Economic
Development Agency) and has called
for an audit. It doesn’t make sense that
he wants the agency to now take on a
new, huge project. We need answers
before proceeding.”

The Family Law Department of Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski
Presents

WESTFIELD — During its board of
directors’ meeting on Monday, the Downtown Westfield Corporation (DWC), the
management entity of the Special Improvement District (SID), discussed news
regarding Atlantic Health System in addition to a significant change to the Farmers’ Market that is sponsored annually by
the Greater Westfield Area Chamber of
Commerce (GWACC).
“The Morgan Stanley space, over on
Central Avenue, it’s a large space about
8,000 square feet, has been rented to
Atlantic Health,” DWC Executive Director Sherry Cronin said. “It means more
people working and visiting downtown.
Since the leases were just negotiated, we
are looking forward to learning more
about how the town and the DWC can
support them in their business model.
Thus far we understand that it will have a
focus on women’s health issues.”
Atlantic Health System is a non-profit
healthcare company that manages hospitals and other healthcare facilities in New
Jersey including Overlook Medical Center in Summit.
“They described it to me as a unit
focusing on women’s health,” Mayor
Shelley Brindle said. “OB-GYN and family medicine, not an urgent care type of
place.”
As the lease was just finalized, the
DWC did not provide an estimate for
when Atlantic Health will open.
During the liaisons’ report portion of
the meeting, GWACC Executive Director Gene Jannotti spoke about a significant change to the Farmers’ Market, which
is held on Saturdays from June through
October.
“We’re very pleased the town gave us
the okay to move from the south-side
train station parking lot to the north side,”
Mr. Jannotti said. “We’ve laid out a new

plan because of this, and we already have
21 vendors who are interested in participating.”
By moving the market to the north-side
parking lot, the organizers hope to increase visibility, foot traffic and customers as the south side location is isolated
from most of the pedestrians downtown.
“Given the desire by many residents
and visitors to improve the market’s vendors and popularity, the GWACC worked
with the mayor and council to move it to
the north side this year,” Ms. Cronin said.
She said Mr. Jannotti has reported that
the change in location already has increased the number and quality of vendors when the market opens in June.
Some discussion ensued regarding the
move’s potential impact on downtown
parking and street traffic. with Mayor
Brindle stating if issues arise the situation
would be reassessed.
During his liaison report, Town Administrator Jim Gildea said the DWC
budget proposal for 2018 was in the process of being approved.
“Tomorrow night (Tuesday, March 27)
we will have our budget introduction, the
municipal budget and the DWC budget,”
Mr. Gildea said. “We have a four-week
window so the public can comment and
ask questions.”
The Westfield Town Council incorporates the DWC budget into its own for
state approval.According to Ms. Cronin,
the operating DWC budget is $416,000
this year versus $409,000 for the last six
years reflective of some slight increases
in operating costs and increased promotional expenses. After review, council
members will vote on the final budget on
Tuesday, April 24, for formal adoption.
The DWC’s next board of directors
meeting is scheduled for Monday, April
23, at 7:30 p.m. The DWC office is located at 105 Elm Street on the basement
level.

Freeholders Award Grants
For ‘Level The Playing Field’
COUNTY – The Union County Board
of Chosen Freeholders has announced
the awarding of “Level the Playing Field”
grants to all 21 municipalities in the
county. Level The Playing Field is a new
grant program designed to help every
municipality provide inclusive playgrounds to children with disabilities.
Letters to all 21 municipalities announcing the availability of Level the
Playing Field funding were mailed last
fall, and all 21 responded. A total of
$500,000 in Level the Playing Field
awards was funded through the Union
County Open Space, Recreation and Historic Preservation Trust Fund. The following amounts were awarded to each
municipality:
Berkeley Heights, $25,470; Clark,
$25,470; Cranford, $25,470; Elizabeth,
$25,470; Fanwood, $15,000; Garwood,
$25,470; Hillside, $20,000; Kenilworth,
$25,470; Linden, $25,470; Mountainside,
$25,470; New Providence, $25,470;
Plainfield, $25,470; Rahway, $25,470;
Roselle, $25,470; Roselle Park, $25,470;
Scotch Plains, $25,470; Springfield,
$25,470; Summit, $25,470; Union,
$17,010; Westfield, $15,000, and
Winfield Park, $25,470.
Last fall the Freeholder Board broke
ground on Union County’s first all-inclusive Sensory Trial. The new 0.3 mile loop
in the Watchung Reservation includes a
Braille trail with rope guides and naturethemed play structures, designed to be
enjoyed by all ages and abilities.

Other Union County programs for
people with disabilities include the Sensory Friendly Theatre series sponsored
by the Freeholder Board at the Union
County Performing Arts Center, and programs at the county’s Ulrich Swimming
Pool, Watchung Stables and Trailside
Nature and Science Center.
The Freeholder Board also provides
funding for special events such as annual
fishing derbies, an ice skating social,
summer carnival and barn dance, as well
as programs for popular activities including golf, karate, yoga and volleyball.
UC HEART stands for “Empowering,
Advocating for, Reaching and Teaching
others.” In addition to the new Level the
Playing field grant program, UC HEART
includes creation of the first Office for
People with Special Needs in New Jersey. The new office is charged with improving recreational and social opportunities, reaching out to community groups
and other stakeholders, and identifying
new opportunities for engaging people
with special needs.
More information about the Office for
People with Special Needs is available on
the county website, ucnj.org.

Did You Know?
Union County held 15 mobile shredding events in 2017. A total of 6,800
residents participated resulting in the recycling of over 289,000 pounds of confidential documents.
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ESSAY WINNERS...The Mountainside Borough Council last week acknowledged Deerfield Elementary School students Hannah Tao, Rachel Bataille and
Sarah Luckenbach, who placed first, second and third, respectively, in the
Veterans of Foreign Wars’ Patriot Pen Essay competition. The theme for this
year’s contest was “America’s Gift to My Generation.” This is the first time all
three winners in Union County were from Mountainside.

Community Access OK’d
To Expand On-Site Training
By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD — The board of adjustment Monday night unanimously approved
Community Access Unlimited Inc. to designate administrative office space to expand on-site training and educational services at 70 Myrtle Avenue. Community
Access Unlimited is a non-profit providing
“comprehensive support services for people
with disabilities and their families.” The
application was an amendment to a prior
site-plan approval on July 13, 2015.
Board member David Salomon in closing comments stated that Community Access Unlimited does great work for the
community. “There is not a family not
touched (by the organization),” Mr.
Salomon said.
Board member Kevin Illing said it was
a “great project” when the application
was initially approved in 2015.
The applicant’s attorney, Stephen Hehl,
said the applicant is seeking to utilize an
additional 4,000 square feet of the building
with no alterations to the structure’s exterior.
“The only change reflected is in the
parking requirements,” said Thomas J.
Quinn, the applicant’s engineer.
Mr. Quinn said in the 2015 approved
application 105 parking stalls were proposed. In the current application 92 parking stalls are proposed. Mr. Quinn said
the projected parking demand will be for
roughly 80 vehicles.
Retired Cranford Police Officer Patrick
Fay said he sought employment with
Community Access Unlimited upon retirement, noting the positive impact the
non-profit has on building community
and making families feel comfortable.
“No negative impact to the community,”
said Mr. Fay in describing possible downsides to an application approval by the board.
Resident Rita LaBrutto said she has
been asking the township committee since
2013 “to certify affordable-housing credits” through negotiations with Community Access Unlimited Inc. Ms. LaBrutto
said Community Access owns sites on
Johnson Avenue and Glenwood Road
with three residential properties totaling
13 bedrooms. She said because the bedrooms assist disabled individuals or are
“group homes for developmentally-disabled residents” the affordable-housing
credits equate to two credits for one bedroom. Ms. LaBrutto said 13 bedrooms
would equate to a realized 26 extra affordable units or “credits” for Cranford.
To develop 26 affordable units would
translate to a 180 total unit development
in town, Ms. LaBrutto said.

“That’s a whole development or a very
dense development number,” Ms.
LaBrutto said. Ms. LaBrutto said she
would rather see organizations bettering
the community be bolstered or negotiated
with instead of another high-density housing negotiation.
Ms. LaBrutto said she is in favor of the
applicant, but her comments were not
directed towards the board to vote yes or
no on this specific application. Ms.
LaBrutto said she was advocating for
specific township committee and board
of adjustment actions moving forward
regarding affordable-housing impacts on
the community.
Applicant Florin Traistaru was unanimously approved for a use variance to
convert a principal permitted-use space
(retail) at 115 Miln Street for a dentist
office (conditional use) on the first floor in
a zone where such a use is not permitted.
Mr. Traistaru said the basement is connected to the first floor and will be used
for storage. The first floor does not exceed 1,000 feet with only nine square feet
set aside for storage in the basement. The
township ordinance states that the business cannot exceed 1,000 square feet on
the first floor without a variance needed
within the zone, stated Zoning Officer
Ronald Johnson.
Mr. Johnson said when initially discussing with the applicant he was not sure
how much of the basement would be
utilized and in what function to the dental
practice. Mr. Johnson said with 932 square
feet being utilized on the first floor, including the basement into the business
square footage, calculations would put
the business square footage above the
1,000-square-foot threshold, thus requiring a variance.
Board member Robert Bovasso said he
would be “comfortable” with an approval
based on a conditional agreement that the
basement would be used for storage only
and not for additional practice space.
Mr. Traistaru said he would agree to
such terms.

MVC Facilities will be
Closed on Good Friday
TRENTON – New Jersey Motor Vehicle Commission (MVC) customers are
advised that all MVC facilities, including
agencies, driver testing sites and inspection stations, will be closed for Good
Friday on March 30. All facilities will be
open for regular operating hours as of
Saturday, March 31.
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Cranford Supports Expansion
Of Children’s Library
By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD — The township
committee voiced support Monday at
a workshop meeting of expanding the
children’s library by agreeing to include close to $1 million in its budget.
The expansion of the children’s department is a project the library board
has hoped to see achieved for more
than a decade. The other half of the
cost would be kicked in by the state,
should the township receive the grant
funds from the new state library construction bond act passed by voters in
last November’s election.
The plans for the expansion would
double the children’s library on the
first floor and would do away with the
tall shelving to make room for lower
shelving that would be safer, Library
Director Michael Maziekien said. He
said the expansion would provide
early literacy programs for a growing
number of children in the Cranford
population, and help fill a gap made
by the lack of a mandated full-day
kindergarten program in the township. The project would also straighten
the handicapped ramp at the library
entrance to make it more accessible.
The township committee also heard
from other departments for their capital items wish list for 2018. The committee agreed to include $100,000
for desilting Rahway River, which is
half the amount requested by the engineer; $135,000 for a new bucket
truck for the Department of Public
Works (DPW); $25,000 for turnout
gear for the fire department; $600,000
to replace some radios in the police
department, a move the state is requiring to make the system digital,
and $50,000 to replace a basketball
court in Adams Park. The request to
replace the over 20-year-old playground at Adams Park was denied by
commissioners Ann Dooley and
Patrick Giblin; the committee also

denied a budget request to replace
four other trucks in an aging DPW
fleet of vehicles.
The committee met in private session
to hear the Payment in Lieu of Taxes
(PILOT) plan by the proposed developer of 215-235 Birchwood Avenue,
where 225 apartments in a multi-story,
multi-building housing development are
to be built. The township over a year ago
purchased the property for $18 million
in an attempt to resell the property to a
developer who would reduce the number of apartments on the site. Originally,
a builder, Hekemian, won a lawsuit allowing the construction of 360 units
there to help satisfy the township’s affordable-housing obligation. To date,
the township has not signed a contract
with the new developer, Birchwood
Developers Associates aka Birchwood
Developers Urban RenewalAssociates,
LLC, and will not disclose the bids
received for sale of the property.
The developer is expected to present
its site plan to the planning board on
Wednesday, April 4 at 8 p.m. The
architectural plans, as provided on the
township website, depict three, fourstory buildings that have parking on
the ground level, and three stories of
apartments above. The affordablehousing component makes up 15 percent of the units or 34 apartments.
The township has until the end of
this year to comply with its affordable
housing obligation of 55 units that
was spelled out in the builder’s remedy lawsuit won by Hekemian, along
with a prior round need of 138 units,
plus another five units, as stated in a
judgment of repose in 2013. Cranford
has yet to settle its third-round fair
share housing obligation.
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Cranford Police to Crack
Down on Distracted Drivers
CRANFORD — Law enforcement
officers from the Cranford Police Department will be cracking down on
distracted drivers during April as part
of New Jersey’s UDrive. UText. UPay.
enforcement campaign.
Beginning April 1 and running
through April 21, the high visibility
law enforcement initiative will target motorists who engage in dangerous distracted driving behaviors such
as talking on hand-held cell phones
and sending text messages while driving.
“Distracted driving is possibly the
most serious safety issue on our roadways today,” said Gary Poedubicky,
acting director of the New Jersey
Division of Highway Traffic Safety.
“The National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration reports that in 2015
alone, 3,477 people were killed in

distracted driving crashes and an estimated 391,000 people were injured
in motor vehicle crashes involving a
distracted driver.”
In New Jersey, driver inattention
was listed as a contributing circumstance in 52 percent of the state’s
crashes in 2015. Driver inattention
was in fact listed as a contributing
factor in crashes at a rate nine times
higher than that of the next highest
contributing factor — speed.
The campaign is being carried
out during the month of April, which
the National Safety Council has designated as Distracted Driving
Awareness Month. The New Jersey
campaign is modeled after similar
successful high visibility enforcement programs such as Click It or
Ticket and Drive Sober or Get
Pulled Over.
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SAGE Participates In
16th March for Meals

CHRISTMAS IN FEBRUARY...Staff at Peggy’s House in Scotch Plains created
Christmas in February as a dying wish for a patient, Liz K., complete with a tree
and a visit from Santa.

Peggy’s House Creates
Christmas for Patient
SCOTCH PLAINS – When a patient expressed disappointment to a
nurse that her illness kept her from
celebrating Christmas Eve at home,
the staff at Peggy’s House sprang
into action and created Christmas
in February, complete with a tree
and a visit from Santa. The idea
came from Jean Doyle, a registered
nurse, who was attending to the
needs of Liz K., who passed away
on February 10, a week after the
holiday celebration.
Liz had come to Peggy’s House in
Scotch Plains in late January after
several hospitalizations that kept her
and her family from their yearly tradition of having Christmas at their East
Brunswick home. She told her nurse
about how she’d missed it and in no
time, the residence’s staff got to work
planning the day.
The main atrium, already decorated for Valentine’s Day, was completely redecorated for Christmas. The
tree was erected with lights and ornaments, gifts and food appeared, and
Rich Rager (whose wife, Nancy
Rager, is the center’s director of residential services) got on his Santa costume to help celebrate the season.
Liz, her husband Michael, their children and guests joined Peggy’s House

Munoz Says Murphy
Follows DEM Playbook
TRENTON -- Assemblywoman
Nancy Munoz (R-21st, Summit) released the following statement following last week’s budget address by
Governor Phil Murphy:
“What Governor Murphy proposed
today is straight out of the Democrats’ spend and tax playbook. It’s a
classic Democrat budget loaded with
tax increases and far too much spending that our taxpayers cannot afford.
For eight years, we balanced the state
budget while growing our economy.
The governor’s plan will wipe out our
progress. It will stifle growth and hurt
families and businesses still struggling to make ends meet.”

staff on Saturday, February 3 for the
festivities. Liz passed away one week
later, but the Peggy’s House staff created a lasting memory for Liz’s family and all involved.
“She rose to the occasion and
took it all in,” said Ms. Doyle, Liz’s
nurse. “She loved every minute of
it. When I asked her if she had a
good day, she told me, ‘It was an
amazing day.’”
Rich Broski, communications director for Center for Hope Hospice,
created a moving video chronicling
the heartwarming story. In less than
24 hours after posting the video to the
Center’s Facebook page, it was shared
26 times and viewed over 1,200 times.
The video is also on YouTube at bit.ly/
ChristmasinFeb.

SUMMIT – SAGE Eldercare is
participating in the 16th annual March
for Meals – a month-long, nationwide celebration of Meal on Wheels
and the homebound and vulnerable
seniors who rely on its vital safety
net.
SAGE’s Meals on Wheels is the
oldest continuously run program in
New Jersey. The program provides
more than 46,000 meals to about 225
people in Union County (Berkeley
Heights, Mountainside, New Providence, Springfield, and Summit),
Essex County (Millburn and Short
Hills), and Morris County (Chatham
and Madison).
“The services that we provide the
seniors in our area are critical; it’s
not just a warm meal, but also a
friendly visit, sometimes the only
human contact a senior gets the whole
day,” said Marianne Kranz, SAGE
director of Meals on Wheels and
Home Support Services. “Together,
we can keep seniors living independently, healthier at home and feeling
more connected to their community
as they age.”
Since 2002, Meals on Wheels
America has led the annual awareness campaign in an effort to fill
the gap between the seniors served
and those in need that is widening

due to increased demand with a
rapidly aging population combined
with declining public and private
resources, and rising food, transportation and operational costs.
This month, hundreds of local
Meals on Wheels programs, like
SAGE Eldercare, reached out to
their communities to build the support that enabled them to deliver
nutritious meals, friendly visits and
safety checks to America’s seniors
all year long.
“March is a time for us all to rally
around Meals on Wheels,” said Ellie
Hollander, president and CEO of
Meals on Wheels America. “Our ability to meet the needs of vulnerable
seniors lies in the willingness and
generosity of businesses, government
and concerned individuals of all ages
to contribute in their own way. It not
only makes economic sense to enable
seniors to stay healthy and safe at
home, but it improves the health and
vibrancy of our communities and our
nation at large.”
For more information about the
Meals on Wheels program at
SAGE, or if you know someone
who could benefit from the service, contact Ms. Kranz at (908)
273-5554
or
email
mkranz@sageelderca.

Fanwood Egg Hunt
Moved to March 31
FANWOOD — Due to a weather
forecast of heavy snow last Wednesday and the potential for hazardous
conditions in Forest Road Park over
the weekend, the Fanwood Easter Egg
Hunt, originally scheduled for March
24, has been postponed until this Saturday, March 31, at 10 a.m., at Forest
Road Park.

Did You Know?
The Union County Clerk’s Property Search Website trafficked over
1.18 million property searches in
2017.

MARCH FOR MEALS...State Senator Thomas Kean Jr. (R-21st, Westfield)
joined the SAGE Eldercare’s Meals on Wheels team in support of the 16th annual
National March for Meals program on March 9. SAGE’s Meals on Wheels is the
oldest continuously run program in New Jersey. The program provides more than
46,000 meals to approximately 225 people in Union County. Picturred, from left
to right, with the Senator are: Meals on Wheels volunteers William and Karen
Ayers and SAGE Eldercare Executive Director Angela Sullivan.
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CALL
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Letters to the Editor

New Plans Set to Be Unveiled
For Tamaques Park
By LAUREN S. BARR
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WESTFIELD – Touting it as their
first bipartisan effort Mayor Shelley
Brindle and the entire council are set
to unveil their new plan for Tamaques
Park on Sunday, April 1.
The plan calls for a 34,000-square
-foot, six-story structure to be built in
the center of the 106-acre park. Within
the structure will be two stories of
parking to accommodate 322 vehicles
on the lower floors. The new structure will eliminate the need for cars to
park on the grass and current unsafe
conditions during peak field usage.
On the four upper floors will be a
state of the art athletic center, including a rooftop driving range. The rest
of the interior will feature an Olympic- size swimming pool, two regulation basketball courts, batting cages
and four indoor turf fields for soccer
and lacrosse; along with a full service
gym and spa.
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It’s April Fools Day
“The first of April is the day we remember what we to ridicule. They were made the butt of practical
are the other 364 days of the year.” — Mark Twain. jokes.
Sunday, residents will be careful about believing
This tradition of pranks on the first day of April
what they heard or saw because of
spread to England and Scotland in
April Fool’s Day. They don’t want
the 18th century and was then introto get hooked by a prank.
duced to the American colonies.
The April Fool’s Day tradition is
For the most part, April Fool’s
thought to have started in France
Day is supposed to be a funfest
around 1582. Prior to that, the New
where some carry out their brand of
Year was celebrated for eight days,
humor at the expense of others.
beginning on March 25 and ending
Pranks on April Fool’s Day range
on April 1.
from simply saying, “Your shoe’s
Charles IX changed the calendar
untied!” or perhaps setting a
then. The Gregorian calendar was
roommate’s alarm clock back an
introduced, and New Year’s Day
hour.
was moved to January 1.
Whatever the gag, the trickster
However, news back then travends it by yelling to his victim,
eled by foot, and many did not learn
“April Fool!”
of the calendar change for several
Were Samuel Langhorne Clemens
years. Others refused to accept the
alive today, he might revise his stateMark Twain
new calendar and continued to celment — “The mid of April is the
ebrate the New Year on April 1. The populace day everyone remembers the IRS, that residents are
labeled these people as “fools” and subjected them fools to be taxed 365 days of the year.”

Marijuana Sales Highlighted in
State Budget Deliberations
N.J. Governor Phil Murphy has proposed a $37.5billion budget for the 2018 fiscal year state budget,
a nearly $3-billion increase over the previous year.
Critics lambaste the Governor, saying the state is
near bankrupt now and is unable to pay its bills. The
burden will fall on the property owners. The Governor counters by increasing taxes on the rich and
legalizing the sales (and taxing) of marijuana.
Wealthy residents are abandoning N.J. for relocation to Florida to sidestep burdensome state taxes.
Florida has none. As example, the Trenton Thunder
baseball team has recently concluded a relocation
agreement with the City of Naples. In response, the
Governor plans a $33,100 per person “Escape Tax”
to lessen the budget blow as a result of migration,
according to informed sources.
The legalization of marijuana sales in N.J. remains
controversial and leaves many open questions as to
the benefits and revenues. Many opportunities exist
for “Weed” purveyors and for business innovation.
One such area for innovation is in the newspaper
industry. Westfield Leader Publisher, also a chemical engineer, has perfected integrating marijuana
formulations into newsprint. This innovation will
allow premium subscribers to the newspaper to “roll
their own” upon completing reading of the news.
This will also enable everything in “pretty colors”
for the subscribers.
This newsprint innovation, called “Facebunk” has
been tested at a pilot plant in Mile High City, Colo.,

and will go into production, tentatively planned for
an optiate drug manufacturing plant in Paterson,
N.J. An online version of Facebunk is planned to
avoid the sales tax. The computer server will be
maintained in a homeless shelter in L.A.
The Governor has still to reveal how he plans to
gloss over the $80-billion deficit in the funding of
teacher retirement benefits. Gov. Murphy, formerly
of Golden Sax stated that he plans to work with Jon
Corzine, also formerly of Golden Sax, to manipulate
the investment portfolio to improve the appearance
of the pension funds. He also intends to remove
pensions from the state budget and force municipalities to pay the yearly cost of teachers’ benefits that up
until now are not paid by anyone. If so, this would
increase the property tax by an acceptable 37
percent, he said.
Former Governor Corzine could not be reached
for comment as he was vacationing in the Dominican Republic with Senator Menendez, neither of
whom were in jail as of this time.
The Governor said that budget deficits will be
largely ignored, as in the past by elected officials,
immolated within the rampant affordable housing
statewide scam, and will not come to pass until after
his term expires.
The Governor concluded the interview by quoting
the well-known nuclear power plant control room
idiom, “Will the last one out the door, please turn off
the lights.”
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The mayor and council say that this
solves the problems with lack of fields
and the need for lighting. As the new
indoor facility can be used year-round,
there will also be no games canceled
due to poor weather conditions or
field issues.
The project is estimated to cost $35
million, which officials were quick to
point out is $21 million less than the
proposed “Mind and Body” complex
proposed in Roselle. Officials added
that with Westfield’s excellent bond
rating it is a good time to borrow large
sums of money.
A rough calculation by The
Westfield Leader shows the actual
cost of the project will likely total a
mere $86 million with compound interest.
More information on this story will
be reported as it becomes available,
or when pigs fly over the Statehouse,
whichever comes first. April fools
dear readers!

Mayor Smith, ‘It’s Really Happening
In Scotch Plains’
On Tuesday, March 20, 2018, the
Township Council made history by
voting unanimously to declare a significant portion of our downtown as
an “area in need of redevelopment.”
This is a major first step to bring
Scotch Plains’ downtown into the 21st
century and to help stabilize our taxes.
The Township Council acted on a
Planning Board recommendation that
45 of the 63 properties studied in the
first phase of our redevelopment area
qualify to be included as an “area in
need of redevelopment.” The 45 properties consist of 51 percent publicly
owned land, and 49 percent privately
owned land.
With this public property, the township can lead the public/private endeavor to redevelop this designated
area. See the link below for the properties included in the study and information on downtown redevelopment.
https://www.scotchplainsnj.gov/departments/downtown-redevelopment-committee/
I would like to thank my colleagues
on the Township Council for this historic bipartisan vote, and the members of the Planning Board, especially Chairwoman Paulette Coronato
and Vice-Chairman Joe Doyle for
their experience and leadership. And
of course, I would like to thank all the
Township, business, residential, and
volunteer members of the Scotch
Plains Downtown Redevelopment
Committee (SPDRC) for their work

The four nor’easters that pummeled
our region in a span of just three
weeks tested all of us this month.
Wind gusts, sleet and sometimes
double-digit snow totals proved extremely challenging, creating treacherous road conditions and bringing
down trees and limbs along with electrical wires. Many area residents also
had to cope with power outages and
school closings.
During tumultuous times, natural
or otherwise, our communities unfailingly pull together — neighbors
helping neighbors — and this particularly difficult winter was no different. Our towns did their best to
keep residents up to date on the
storms while providing places where
residents lacking power could go to
get warm.
Local emergency responders and
public works personnel deserve special kudos for their efforts in the
midst of the March storms, as well as
during previous bouts of inclement
weather, as when Arctic blasts buffeted the northeast during the most
recent holiday season and early part
of this year. The dedicated men and
women who form the ranks of our
police, fire, rescue squad and DPW
divisions logged long stretches battling Mother Nature’s fury while coming to the aid of fellow residents,
sometimes finding themselves in
harm’s way. Many of these individuals are volunteers. All deserve our
heartfelt thanks.
Our mayors and governing bodies
have lauded the collective efforts of
local emergency responders, DPW

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673
Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073
Asm. Nancy Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414
LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.
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Diction Deception
Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?
If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read individual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!
All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.
Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Tid – Tender; soft
2. Thrum – The row of thread ends left
on a loom when the web is cut off
3. Tercel – The male falcon
4. Sanssouci – Without cares or worries
STREEL
1. Unctuous sentimentalism
2. To drag
3. To grind with the teeth
4. Snarl; growl
CLEG
1. The great horsefly
2. Link together; join
3. To hatch; to litter
4. A nickname
FERRAGINOUS
1. Having the color of iron rust; reddish brown
2. Of or containing iron
3. Mixed or jumbled
4. Pertaining to reeds or canes
FAITOUR
1. A member of a Moslem sect who
lives by begging
2. An imposter; a rogue
3. A thing already done, so that opposition or argument is useless
4. A fine grade of painted and glazed
pottery or porcelain

and support. This accomplishment
would not be possible without them.
A special shout out to the Business/
Landlord Subcommittee and its Chairman, Steve Goldberg, for the work
communicating with businesses and
landlords during the process.
The SPDRC has been tasked with
creating one or more redevelopment
plans for this phase. I expect that
SPDRC recommended plan(s) will
be available for the Township Council to review and adopt in the next few
months. The redevelopment plan(s)
will specify our town’s vision for this
phase of redevelopment including
modern, efficient facilities for our
first responders, new mixed-use commercial and residential development
including affordable housing units to
provide the “critical mass” necessary
to sustain and grow our current and
future businesses, and most importantly ample parking and infrastructure to support this essential public/
private endeavor.
Once the Township Council approves one or more redevelopment
plans, it will issue a request for proposal (RFP) for developers to give
the Township their proposals to make
our vision a reality.
When it comes to downtown redevelopment, it’s really happening in
Scotch Plains!

Congratulations to the Westfield
High School students who organized
the anti- gun violence rally on Saturday. The turnout was quite large, running the gamut from infants to senior
citizens, all united by the fierce determination to finally bring an end to the
rampant scourge of gun violence in
our nation.
The younger generation has taken
this issue and have made it their own,
and their voices must be heard by the
apathetic politicians who cower in
fear of the NRA (Leonard Lance, are
you listening?). These young people
will lead America and I am proud to
be following them.

Al Smith
Scotch Plains Mayor

Bill Gottdenker
Mountainside

Kudos to Everyone Who Got
Us Through a Stormy Season

Union County Freeholders
(908) 527-4200
Ed Oatman, Mgr., eoatman@ucnj.org
Sergio Granados, chair
sgranados@ucnj.org
Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
(908) 527-4419
sdelia@ucnj.org

General News - Friday 4pm
Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 12pm
Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm
Ad Submittal - Monday 12pm

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

crews and residents in coping with
the storms and their aftermath.
Westfield Mayor Shelley Brindle reported that her town sustained the
most damage it had seen since
Superstorm Sandy from dual storms
in the first half of March, as 3,000
homes were left without power and
more than 40 roads were closed due
to fallen trees and wires. She also
noted how local merchants supplied
food to responders as they dealt with
the storms.
In Mountainside, officials reported
that police answered 169 requests
for service during the March 8 storm
and that fire and rescue squad units
also responded to a series of emergencies. In addition to half a dozen
motor vehicle accidents, a borough
resident had to be hospitalized after
being struck by a tree branch while
clearing snow.
Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr likewise praised emergency responders
and residents alike for helping the
borough get through the round of
storms. Five local homes were left
uninhabitable following one nor’easter,
while the borough also wrestled with
power outages, a tree limb that fell on
a person and a hot wire that came
down on an ambulance.
In neighboring towns as well the
same community spirit could be seen
from every sector. Even local utility
companies, which were criticized by
many for their response to power
outages, deserve praise for working
day and night to restore electricity to
thousands, with help from utility
workers from outside New Jersey.
In a sure sign of spring, the major
league baseball season begins today.
Soon we’ll see the first flowers of
the spring when yellow forsythia,
always an early bloomer, waken from
their winter slumber. It’s said that
April can be the cruelest month, but
after the month we’ve just endured,
anything will be an improvement!

State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)
1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404
Asm. Jim Kennedy (D)
34 E. Cherry St.
Rahway, N.J. 07065
(732) 943-2660
Asm. Jerry Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757
LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark and
Linden.

Letters to
the Editor
These Young People
Lead America, I Am
Proud To Follow Them

Snow Article Fails to
Mention Injuries
I thought The “Mayor Offers Storm
Statement” article was remiss in not
mentioning the injuries that occurred
to some of our residents during the
nor’easters earlier this month.
I am not aware of all of the injuries
in town, but a dear friend to this
community, a business owner, and a
good friend of mine, David Weinman,
was badly injured when a tree struck
his vehicle. David is lucky to be alive.
I know that David and his wife, Stacy,
are extremely grateful to the Westfield
Police, Emergency Medical responders and friends in the community who
have reached out to express their concern and support.
We all wish David a full recovery
during this very difficult time.
Alicia Barker
Westfield

Get Out Of Jail Free
Card
In the editorial “It Is Time to Limit
Payouts for Lawsuits Against Government,” The [SP-F] Times asserts
that “payouts against government
should be ... limited to physical harm
caused to an individual by a government employee.” As examples of the
payouts you would eliminate, you
describe one for 60 improper days in
jail and one for racial slurs by employees’ supervisors.
How would the editors of The Times
feel about spending 60 days in jail
without proper cause, or being subjected to racial slurs in their workplace. Taxpayers would be right to be
unhappy with the payouts you describe.
However, the solution is not to deny
compensation to the innocent victims,
but to institute procedures that prevent
government officials from engaging in
racial slurs or improper incarceration.
If those in charge receive a “get out
of jail free” card for allowing situations like these, they will have no
incentive to prevent recurrences.
David Harris
Fanwood

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance (R)
425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 518-7733
[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]
12th Congressional District
Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (D)
850 Bear Tavern Road, Suite 201, Ewing, N.J. 08628
(609) 883-0026
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]
senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
asmkennedy@njleg.org, asmgreen@njleg.org
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Commentary: School, County Taxes
Making New Jersey Less Affordable
With Governor Phil Murphy
releasing his budget calling for a
large increase in state funding,
towns and school boards were
hoping for big increases in state
aid to help soften the impact on
taxpayers. But a look at school aid
shows that while increases are
between 5 to 10 percent over last
year, the bulk of school budgets –
90 percent –will continue to be
funded through local property
taxes. The Governor also has kept
aid to towns flat over 2017.
Westfield will see an increase
of $355,000 to $3,604,871 in its
school aid, a hike of 10.9 percent;
Cranford’s aid will rise $187,300
for a total of $2,624,844, up 7.7
percent; Scotch Plains-Fanwood
is to receive $3,527,217, an increase of $327,337, up 10.2 percent; Garwood is to receive
$504,445, an increase over last
year of $35,000 or 7.5 percent,
and Mountainside is receiving
$613,011, up $43,427 or 7.6 percent. By comparison, Elizabeth
will get $390,553,502, an increase
of $17,238,687 or 4.6 percent,
with Plainfield garnering
$132,241,297, up $5,772,958 or
4.6 percent.
Municipal aid numbers are as
follows: Westfield, $3,073,326;
Scotch Plains, $2,227,587;
Fanwood, $755,288; Cranford,
$2,900,712; Garwood, $490,186,
and Mountainside, $767,600.
According to the website http:/
/www.njspotlight.com, “Over the
past eight years, while municipal
aid has remained stable for nearly
every town, inflation as measured
by the change in the Consumer

Price Index has risen by 15 percent.” For instance, Westfield received $4.6 million in 2007 while
Cranford received $4 million and
Scotch Plains $3.2 million. Even
the county seat, Elizabeth, has
seen aid decline from $35.9 million to $29.2 million during that
time period.
In our view, the aid picture must
be addressed as well as the ratio of
public salaries versus those in the
private sector if we are truly going
to get property taxes under control in New Jersey. We also call on
the Governor and Legislature to
reinstate the 2-percent cap on interest arbitration on police and
firefighter contracts.
In terms of county taxes, the
Union County Freeholders will
introduce their budget on Thursday, April 19. As we said last year,
the county should use more of its
surplus to lower the tax impact in
towns. The executive budget proposed $24 million to be used from
surplus in the 2018 budget out of
total surplus of $57.4 million.
County taxes in that plan would
go up $8.7 million for a total
county tax levy of $363.5 million.
Something needs to change on
school and county taxes or New
Jersey will continue to see residents moving out due to the high
cost of living.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that the following Ordinances were finally
adopted by the Township Council of the
Township of Scotch Plains, County of
Union, New Jersey, on the 20th of MARCH
2018.
ORDINANCE 2018-2
ORDINANCE AMENDING
CHAPTER XII “SEWER AND
WATER”
OF
THE
TOWNSHIP’S GENERAL ORDINANCES.

I am excited to announce that Incumbent Mayor Charles Lombardo,
and his running mates Jennyfer
Guerrero and Vincent Kearney, have
been chosen as the candidates of the
official Democratic Party of Garwood
in the Primary Election.
Mayor Charles Lombardo, former
councilman for 21 years and Mayor
for the last three and a half years, is
running for re-election with Jennyfer
Guerrero, a PSE&G executive with
children in our school system. Vincent
Kearney, who will have children in
school this fall, fills out the ticket
with his strong police experience
working for the Union County
Sheriff’s Office. Jenn and Vincent
have never run for public office before. They both are homeowners, both
ironically have twins and both have
chosen our Small Town with the Big
Heart to raise their families.
The motto of the LombardoGuerrero-Kearney team is “Garwood
Forward” and we would have it no
other way. Garwood is moving toward much change and we embrace
that change for the betterment of our
residents. Yes, we look to the past to
build on the future, but we do not
dwell on it. If Garwood is to remain a
viable and vibrant community, we
must change and continue to move
forward, otherwise we stagnate. However, it should not be “out with the old
and in with the new.” We, as a community, will continue to thrive with a
broad range of ideas from all of our
residents. Our team has the energy,
vision, and determination to continue
what was begun 10 years ago, under
the former two Mayors, and was continued under the leadership of Mayor
Lombardo with regard to redevelopment, bringing it to completion. Un-

der Mayor Lombardo’s leadership,
he has re-energized the Historical
Committee so we do not forget our
past as we look to our future. But we
do not stop there – our team is committed to meet every challenge before us, no matter how small, with
vigor and fairness to all constituents
in our community. This team is diverse and knowledgeable and our
group is one. There is no “I” in our
team.
Mayor Lombardo has forged many
relationships within our community
and with other nearby towns, and met
with government leaders of the state
and county, with Garwood in mind,
not to grab headlines, or for personal
gain, but only for the furtherance of
Garwood and its residents. Mayor
Lombardo brings experience, integrity, fortitude and civility to whatever
he does for the Borough. His running
mates bring their own strong values
and principles and will be an asset to
Garwood’s current and future viability while we move forward as a community. It is our belief, as Garwood
Democrats, that integrity and loyalty
are the most valuable and respected
qualities of leadership. That is the
foundation for the bonds of trust.
To learn more about Mayor Charles
and Council Candidates Jenn and
Vince, please visit Facebook under
@GarwoodForward and their website
GarwoodForward.com. Our candidates look forward to engaging with
their fellow residents during this campaign, as they demonstrate that their
team is the best choice to move
Garwood Forward.
Hugh Sinclair,
Chairman
Garwood Democratic Committee

NRA Is Political Weapon Targeting
Liberal And Moderate Officials

Not As Many Services To Offer Its
Residents As Westfield, Yet Chatham..
I recently read the article of March
18th in The Westfield Leader about
plans for maintaining the vitality of
our local downtowns, with Westfield
in particular. The ideas presented were
good, but overlooked the basic underpinning of a thriving commercial
community, which is Parking, with a
capital P.
I am quite familiar with downtown
Westfield, having grown up in the
town; my father’s business was in the
downtown area. As an adult and living nearby, I continued to shop in
Westfield. It was familiar and more
convenient than driving to a mall.
But over the years, as the population of the town increased, parking
became a problem. Several times,
after searching for a space and not
finding one, I’d give up and park on a

Garwood DEM Chairman Announces
Party Line for Election

residential street and walk into the
center of town.
A yarn shop I frequented decided
to move to another town because their
patrons found it too difficult to park,
and worried about getting a parking
ticket if they browsed for too long.
And really, how many people browse
when they’re thinking about the number of minutes are left on their meters?
For solutions, we should look to
towns like Chatham. It has a very
small downtown, not nearly as many
goods and services to offer its residents as Westfield, yet its downtown
is bustling. Despite their limitations,
they know how to invite customers’
patronage. They have Free Parking.
Of course, placing limits on time
use of parking spaces is necessary out
of fairness to all and as a source of
revenue to the town, and permit parking is necessary near the train station,
but the current rigidity that is in place
combined with a shortage of parking
spaces, creates a feeling of tension
that shoppers want to avoid. (Think
of the mall before the holidays, only
every day.)
My shopping in Westfield is now
limited to one store, Lord & Taylor,
and for obvious reasons. They offer
ample parking, and it’s free!
Mollie Mallett
North Plainfield

ORDINANCE 2018-3

Thank you for the coverage of
Westfield High School Students who
like students from other U.S. schools
participated in Standing Together
Against Gun Violence. More than
3,000 schools were involved in this
demand for gun reform in one of the
largest student-led days of protest in
the U.S.
NRA’s response has been only to
distract from the real threat of guns –
and the usual attack on the victims.
Politics affect our lives every moment of our lives – and that includes
the lives of our children.
As parents and towns come together
to protect children/youth, remember
that members of Congress usually have
offices in those same towns and some
door-banging might be included. Citizens’ demands for Gun Control and
for National Health Care for All must
become battering rams on those doors
to ensure that the will of the people is
no longer ignored.
We are beyond a simple call for
“Gun Control” – just as we are beyond believing that America cannot
afford a National Health Care System for All while our President shops
for “Walls” to shut in Americans in
the delusion that it will shut out illegal
immigrants.
This “Wall” craze costing billions
continues on while our government
ignores the simplest way to control
illegal immigrants and our jobs is by
an “Instant Social Security Check”
which other nations all use to protect
their workers.
America must return to a time when
it was rare for any American citizen to
own a gun by permit/licensing.

And certainly no one owned anAR15
to protect their home or to hunt with.
The NRA has been used as a political weapon targeting liberal and moderate government officials of both
national parties over the last decades.
The political power of the NRA is
suspect as those liberal and moderate
members of government were the
most likely to call for accountability
of government agencies and for consumer protections. NRA is also
backed by the Koch Bros./John Birch
Society which invested $40 million
in the 2016 elections and plans to
increase their investment to $400
million in the next election.
The Koch model is one of corporate-fascism.
Let’s support the children of this
community and other towns and
schools by coming out to join them in
“Standing Together.”
Barbara Briemer
Westfield
PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY
THE BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
RESOLUTION 18-03-65
CONTRACTOR: CME Associates,
3141 Bordentown Avenue, Parlin, New
Jersey 08859
NATURE OF SERVICE: To provide
surveying, permitting, design and bid documentation for Forest Road Park
DURATION: Period ending February
28, 2019
AMOUNT: Not to exceed $48,400.00
A copy of this resolution and contract
relating to the services are on file and
available for public inspection in the Municipal Clerk’s office.
Eleanor McGovern
Borough Administrator/Clerk
1 T - 3/29/18, The Times
Fee: $18.36
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Why Did Rep. Lance Signed Off To
Repeal Net Neutrality?
Congressman Lance continues to
assert his position as a moderate, a
position he established while serving
in the New Jersey State Assembly.
However, a review of his Congressional voting record no longer supports a moderate stance. It appears
that his conscience has moved sharply
to the right and does not reflect the
desires of his constituency.
According to the FCC’s Enforcement Bureau, The Northeast (Hurricane Corridor) has long been home to
illegal pirate radio operations. Illegal
use of the airwaves results in harmful
interference to nearby licensed stations, and the delivery of emergency
announcements to the public.
On March 22, 2018 Congressman.
Lance introduced bi-partisan legislation that would strengthen the FCC’s
enforcement process in preventing
illegal radio abuse. Implementation
of the regulatory amendment, coupled
with maximum fines, would limit the
disruption of emergency announcement content and protect the end user,
the consumer.
If one considers the need to deliver
unfettered information to constituents, regardless of category or importance, you might ask why Congressman Lance signed off on the unpopular position to repeal Net Neutrality.
The Internet has become an essential
part of our lives and the Net Neutrality guarantee ensures that Internet

Service Providers cannot discriminate against the end user regarding
content delivery offered by government, universities, charities, and nonprofit organizations.
Congressman Lance’s support of
the FCC’s proposed repeal of Net
Neutrality directly harms the consumer by allowing Internet Service
Providers to censure content by charging additional fees and subjectively
slowing the speed of delivery.
In a December 12, 2017, telephone
call to his D.C. office, I was advised
that Congressman. Lance had taken
no position on Net Neutrality. On
December 13, 2017, the House Committee on Energy and Commerce and
its Subcommittee on Communications
and Technology, of which Lance is
Vice-Chair, released the letter signed
by lawmakers supporting the repeal
of Net Neutrality. Congressman Lance
was one of 107 signatures. The letter
was also clearly posted to the FCC
website. It should be noted that 132
House Republicans did not sign the
letter supporting the repeal.
Perhaps those members who did
not sign the letter, were swayed by a
recent study that showed an overwhelming majority of Republican
voters were not in favor of the FCC’s
repeal proposal.
Christine Mosquera
Cranford

Legal Advertising
MORE IN BACK SECTION
PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

square feet.
2. Section 255-34. Attachment 1, Schedule 1. Minimum lot width. The required lot
width is 100 feet. The property is 60 feet
wide.
Applicant also requests the following
design waivers:
1. Section 255.26 G.3 (a). Waiver for
parking setback from street right-of-way.
The ordinance requires parking setback
equal to the building setback of 7.5 feet.
The Applicant is proposing no parking setback from the Cranford Terrace right-ofway.
2. Section 255-26 G.3 (a). Waiver for
parking setback from the principal building. The ordinance requires a 5 foot setback. The Applicant proposes to have 4
parking spaces under the second floor of
the building.
3. Section 255-26 G.3 (a). Waiver for
parking setback from a Residential Zone
boundary. The ordinance requires 25 feet.
The Applicant proposed less.
4. Section 255-26 G. (8) (a). Waiver for
parking lot landscaping. The ordinance
requires 10%. The Applicant proposes less.
5. Section 255-26 G. (a). Waiver for
parking lot lighting.
6. Section 255-26 G. (11) (a). Waiver for
off street loading space.
7. Section 255-26 I. (1) & (2). Waiver for
façade materials.
Applicant also requests any other variances, waivers or relief that the Board may
require.
The Zoning Board will conduct a public
hearing on this matter on Monday, April
9, 2018 at 8:15 p.m., in Room 107 of the
Cranford Township Municipal Building, 8 Springfield Avenue, Cranford,
New Jersey 07016. Any person or persons affected by this application will have
an opportunity to present any objections to
the proposed development. The Board
does, however, have the right to exclude
repetitious testimony.
All documents relating to this application
may be inspected by the public Monday
through Friday between the hours of 8:30
a.m. and 4:00 p.m. in the Zoning/Planning Department, Cranford Township
Municipal Building, 8 Springfield Avenue, Cranford, New Jersey 07016.
Gary S. Goodman, Esq.
23 North Avenue East
Cranford, New Jersey 07016
Attorney for: Emanuel Nimrud
1 T - 3/29/18, The Leader
Fee: $95.88

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
In accordance with the ordinances of the
Township of Cranford and the statutes of
the State of New Jersey, Notice is hereby
served that an application for development, Application No. ZBA-17-031 to be
located in Neighborhood Commercial
District on the premises known as the
Address: 496 Centennial Avenue,
Cranford, New Jersey 07016, Block No.
594, Lot No. 8, has been submitted by
Applicant: Emanuel Nimrud of 12
Hickory Street, Cranford, New Jersey
07016.
Applicant is applying for preliminary and
final site plan approval for a mixed use
structure consisting of two (2) bedroom
apartments, two (2) one bedroom apartments and one store. Eleven parking
spaces are provided.
The application requires the following
variances:
1. Section 255-39 B (22) (a) (7) D-3. The
permitted residential density is 3.65 units.
Applicant is proposing 4 units which is a
deviation from the standards of a conditional use.
2. Section 255-34 Attachment 1, Schedule 1. Variance for side yard setback. The
ordinance requires each side to be at least
12 feet. The Applicant is proposing 3 feet
on the east side of the property.
3. Section 255-34 Attachment 1, Schedule 1. Variance for both side yard setbacks. The ordinance requires a combined side yard setback of 24 feet. The
Applicant is proposing 18 feet.
4. Section 255-34 Attachment 1, Schedule 1. Variance for maximum lot impervious coverage. The ordinance limits impervious coverage to 75%. The Applicant
proposed 84.9% impervious coverage.
5. Section 255-39.B (2) (g) D-5 variance
for density – Applicant is proposing to
increase the use to 4 units.
6. Section 255-39 B (22) (h). D-3 and/or
D-5 variance for residential on first floor
where the use does not meet the conditions and/or the use on the first floor is not
defined.
There are two pre-existing non-conforming conditions existing:
1. Section 255-34. Attachment 1, Schedule 1. The minimum lot area required is
15,000 square feet. The property is 7,960

Goods & Services You Need

ORDINANCE REPEALING
AND REPLACING CHAPTER
XVII ENTITLED FIRE PREVENTION IN ITS ENTIRETY.
ORDINANCE 2018-4
ORDINANCE TO AMEND
SCHEDULE IV (TIME LIMITED
PARKING) IN CHAPTER VII
(TRAFFIC) OF THE REVISED
GENERAL ORDINANCES OF
THE TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH
PLAINS TO AMEND THE TIME
LIMIT BARTLE AVENUE,
PARK
AVENUE
AND
WESTFIELD AVENUE.

BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS
PARKING LOTS

ORDINANCE 2018-5
ORDINANCE TO AMEND
SCHEDULE I (PROHIBITED
PARKING) IN CHAPTER VII
(TRAFFIC) OF THE REVISED
GENERAL ORDINANCES OF
THE TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH
PLAINS
TO
INCLUDE
CHURCH AVENUE.

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

ANGELO QUERQUES

ORDINANCE 2018-6

20 YEARS EXPERIENCE
ALL TYPES OF MASONRY WORK

ORDINANCE TO AMEND AND
SUPPLEMENT CHAPTER
XXIV (HEALTH) OF THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE TOWNSHIP
OF SCOTCH PLAINS TO ADD
A NEW CHAPTER 12 ENTITLED “SPECIAL NEEDS
REGISTRY”.

Paver Walkways
Sidewalks
Steps
Culture Stone
Water Proofing

ORDINANCE 2018-7
ORDINANCE TO AMEND
SECTION 2-25, FEES FOR
SERVICES, AT SUBSECTION
2-25.5, “FEES FOR POLICE
SERVICE,” OF THE REVISED
GENERAL ORDINANCES OF
THE TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH
PLAINS.
ORDINANCE 2018-8
ORDINANCE TO AMEND ARTICLE 2-19A.6 (TRAFFIC
CONTROL FOR CONSTRUCTION – OFF DUTY POLICE
OFFICERS REQUIRED) OF
THE REVISED GENERAL
ORDINANCES OF THE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH
PLAINS.
BOZENA LACINA, RMC
MUNICIPAL CLERK
1 T - 3/29/18, The Times
Fee: $63.75

CONCRETE
BRICK PAVERS

Lawn Sprinklers

(908) 276-1062

Fully Insured & Free Estimates

www.Hydro-TekLtd.com
GARCIA PAINTING CO. L.L.C.
PAINTING & DECORATION
P.O. Box 2013
Westfield, New Jersey, 07091
Residential & Commercial, Paper hanging
Power washing, Over 40 years experience
Member Professional painters

Call Anytime at: 908-233-7469
Luis Garcia General Management

Cell: 973-222-7335
OLIVER A

PAVING
Driveways • Parking Lots
Seal Coating • Railroad Ties
Belgian Block Curbing
Drainage Problems
Cement Sidewalks
“Serving the area for over 60 years”

Family Owned & Operated
Fully Insured • FREE Estimates

908-753-7281

30 Years
Experience

Handyman
Mr. Reliable

(908) 462.4755

JK’s Painting &
Wall Covering
Interior Painting
Wallpaper Installation
Crown Molding
Plaster & Sheet Rock Repair
Call Joe Klingebiel

908-322-1956
FULLY INSURED

FREE ESTIMATES

J KANIA & SON LLC
BRICK • BLOCK • CONCRETE
ALL TYPES OF
MASONRY REPAIRS
FRENCH DRAINS & SUMP PUMPS
Lic# 13VH08638300
FREE ESTIMATES

908-247-0173

Single Size: 10 Weeks $275 • Double Size: 10 Weeks $425 • Call Jeff at 908-232-4407 • email Ad PDF to sales@goleader.com
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Christopher Dean Band Due
At Westfield Library April 4
WESTFIELD — The Christopher
Dean Band will play at the Westfield
Memorial Library on Wednesday,
April 4, at 7 p.m. The library is located at 550 East Broad Street.
The Christopher Dean Band is a
regional blues/soul band based out of
the Central New Jersey area, working
up and down the East Coast year round.
Christopher Dean fronts the group,
playing guitar and singing lead vocals.
Mr. Dean, who was taught by his
older brother and bass player, David,
has been playing professionally for
the past eight years. Since he graduated high school in 1992, he has studied various styles of guitar ranging
from Delta, Chicago and Texas blues
to jazz, folk, country, rhythm and
blues and pop.
After he toured worldwide and recorded two albums with Big Jack
Johnson and The Oilers, including
“All The Way Back” in 1997 and
“Roots Stew” in 2000, he recorded
his first solo release in 2000, “Dogged
n’ Driven.” Taking his new band and
show on the road soon afterward, the
band has continually toured the East
Coast for the past four years.
Well-known for its rhythm and

blues and blues style, the Christopher
Dean Band will play a mix of familiar
and unique songs. They will take the
audience through “Red Cadillac” and
“Share Your Love with Me.”
This program is open to Westfield
Memorial Library and MURAL
cardholders. MURAL cardholders
belong to the 43 libraries that are part
of the Middlesex Union Reciprocal
Agreement Libraries. Interested persons are asked to visit the Westfield
Memorial Library website, wmlnj.org,
and click on the “About Us” tab to see
if their library is a MURAL participant. To register for the Christopher
Dean Band program, visit wmlnj.org
and click on the Online Calendar, or
call (908) 789-4090, option 0.
Westfield Memorial Library hours
are 9:30 a.m. to 9 p.m., Monday
through Thursday; 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.,
Friday and Saturday, and 1 to 5 p.m.
on Sunday.
For more information on library
programs and services, call (908) 7894090, visit wmlnj.org and sign up for
the monthly e-newsletter, “Library
Loop,” or stop into the library for a
copy of its award-winning, quarterly
newsletter, “Take Note.”

Dr. Shukla and Her Team Teach
Good Dental Health at Schools
In honor of National Children’s
Dental Health Month, Dr. Shruti
Shukla along with her hygienist,
Donna, and her dental assistants, Joy
and Priscilla, recently visited Washington and Franklin Elementary
Schools in Westfield as well as The
Compass School House.
During their visits Dr. Shukla and
her team shared a video, played dental-related games and taught the chilPUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
PLANNING BOARD
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that the
Planning Board of the Township of Scotch
Plains will hold a public hearing on April 9,
2018, at 7:30 p.m., at the Municipal Building, 430 Park Avenue, First Floor Council
Chambers to consider the application of
Ascot Partners, LLC for Major Subdivision
approval for property located at 2216 and
2222 Westfield Avenue, Block 3201, Lots
13 and 14, R-3A Zone, to consolidate the
existing lots, and demolish all of the existing structures on those two lots to create 7
new lots with a new road proposed. As
currently filed the application is conforming to the Township’s standards for development of single family residential homes
in the R-3A Zone. However, the Applicant
is also requesting that should any variances be deemed to be necessary at the
time of the hearing, including any waivers,
exceptions, interpretations and other relief
necessary to allow the Applicant’s proposed use of the property, such relief will
be considered at the time for the hearing.
The application, plans and related papers are on file in the Office of the Planning
Board and are available for inspection
during regular office hours (Monday
through Friday, 8:30 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.). All
interested persons may be present and be
heard at said hearing in accordance with
the rules of the Planning Board.
Shannon Rapant
Secretary to the Planning Board
1 T - 3/29/18, The Times
Fee: $31.62

dren the importance of dental hygiene
to their general health and well-being.
The children enjoyed Dr. Shukla’s visit
and they were very enthusiastic and
receptive to learning ways to prevent
early childhood tooth decay, when to
expect changes from primary to permanent teeth, plus proper brushing
and flossing techniques. Thumb sucking, dental sealants and choosing the
right mouth protector for children who
are active in sports also was a part of
the discussion.
At Great Smiles General Dentistry,
Dr. Shukla feels teeth are meant to
last a lifetime, and a healthy smile is
important to a child and to all adults’
self-esteem. Please visit Dr. Shukla’s
website at greatsmilesdr.com. If you
would like to schedule an appointment, please call her friendly staff at
(908) 232-6132. New patients of all
ages are always welcome.
Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/form/bulletin

CRANFORD — The Crane’s
Ford chapter of the Daughters of
the American Revolution (DAR)
recently donated a book entitled
“Blacks in the Army Air Forces
During World War II: The Problem
of Race Relations” to the Cranford
Public Library.
The book had been presented to
Cranford’s DAR chapter by five
Tuskegee Airmen who were guests
of the chapter at a past meeting.
The book, from the Office of Air
Force History, United States Air
Force, is based upon a Ph.D. dissertation written by Major Alan M.
Osur (retired), a former associate
professor of history at the Air Force
Academy.
John W. Huston, Major General
USAF, Chief of Air Force History,
1977, wrote in the book’s forward,
“Major Osur’s account relates how
the leadership in the War Department and the U.S. Army Air Forces
(USAAF) tried to deal with the
problem of race and the prejudices
which were reflected in the bulk of
American society.”
The author describes many of the
discriminatory actions taken against
black airmen, whose goal was equality of treatment and opportunities as
American citizens. He describes the
role of black pilots as they fought in
the Mediterranean Theater against
the Axis powers. The author also
examines racial frictions within the
Army Air Forces that led to protests
in 1945. Despite these problems, the
author concludes that the Army Air
Forces made substantial progress in
race relations and in opening up career opportunities for black airmen

in the post-1945 period.
The book is part of the Special Studies unit of the U.S. Army Air History
Series. Cranford Public Library Director Michael Maziekien accepted
the book donation from Judith Lannin
Panagakos and Barbara Krause, representing the Crane’s Ford DAR.

Tech Help Available
To Older Adults
WESTFIELD — A free “Technology Workshop for Older Adults” will
be offered by teen volunteers from the
WAYVE (Westfield Area Youth Volunteer Experience) Program and the
Westfield High School Key Club on
Wednesday, April 18, from 3:30 to 5
p.m. This activity will take place at the
Lavy House, located at 748 East Broad
Street, Westfield.
The WAYVE Program is made possible through a grant from the Westfield
Foundation and is coordinated by Jewish Family Service of Central New
Jersey (JFSCNJ), a non-profit, nonsectarian health and social service
agency serving all residents of Union
County.
The Senior Resource Center at the
Lavy House is a joint venture between
Jewish Family Service of Central New
Jersey, Temple Emanu-El of Westfield
and the Westfield United Fund.
For reservations for the technology
workshop,
e-mail
WAYVE@jfscentralnj.org or call Jill
Dispenza at (908) 352-8375.
Teens are encouraged to visit the
WAYVE Facebook and Instagram
page and search the hashtag
#ridethewayve to learn more about
volunteer opportunities in the program.

TAKE NOTICE that due to a State of
Emergency on March 21, 2018, the application for Birchwood Developers, LLC has
been rescheduled to be heard at the next
regularly scheduled meeting of the Planning Board on Wednesday, April 4, 2018 at
8:00 P.M.
Donna Pedde
Secretary
1 T - 3/29/18, The Leader
Fee: $11.73

BE IT ORDAINED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Garwood, in the County
of Union, New Jersey, as follows:
Section 1. Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:453, the sum of $140,000 is hereby appropriated for the preparation of an approved
tax map and the preparation and execution of a program of revaluation of real
property and shall be deemed a special
emergency appropriation as defined and
provided for in N.J.S.A. 40A:4-53 and
40A:4-55.
Section 2. The amount to finance the
appropriation shall be provided for in succeeding annual budgets by the inclusion of
at least 1/5 of the amount authorized, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:4-55.
Section 3. A certified copy of this ordinance shall be filed with the Director of the
Division of Local Government Services.
Section 4. This ordinance shall take
effect at the time and in the manner provided by law.
NOTICE
Notice is hereby given that Ordinance
No. 18-06, was introduced and passed on
first reading at a meeting of the Borough
Council of the Borough of Garwood, in the
County of Union, State of New Jersey, held
on the 27th DAY OF MARCH 2018, and
that Ordinance No. 18-06, will be taken up
for further consideration for final passage
at the meeting of said Borough Council to
be held at its meeting room in the Municipal Building, 403 South Avenue, Garwood,
New Jersey, on the 10th DAY OF APRIL
2018, at 7:15 p.m., or as soon thereafter as
said matter can be heard, at which time
and place all persons who may be interested therein will be given an opportunity
to be heard concerning the same.
ATTEST:
Christina Ariemma
Municipal Clerk
1 T - 3/29/18, The Leader
Fee: $78.54

MOUNTAINSIDE — The
Mountainside Public Library has
announced its program schedule for
the beginning to middle of April.
Tuesday Night Movies this month
will include Battle of the Sexes
(2017, PG-13) on April 3 and Hero
(2017, R) on April 10, both beginning at 6:30 p.m. Due to the Friends
of the Mountainside Library Book
Sale, there will be no movies shown
on April 17 and 24.
Brown Bag Academy: The Great
Courses series will continue on
Mondays, April 2, 9 and 30, at 1:15
p.m., with “How to Listen To and
Understand Great Music.” Narrated
by Professor Robert Greenberg,
Music Historian-in-Residence at the
San Francisco Performances, this
course teaches participants how to
appreciate the beauty, genius and
power of concert music. Attendees
are invited to bring their lunch.
Coffee, tea and cookies will be
served.
“Pipsqueak Players” will be featured on Thursdays, April 5, 12 and
26, at 3:45 p.m. Mountainside-based
Pipsqueak Players is a youth literacy enrichment program designed

to boost fluency, comprehension and
confidence by integrating theatrical concepts in a supportive and fun
workshop-style environment. Each
weekly session will explore a different picture book culminating in a
performance at the end of each class.
Classes are designed for 5- to 7year-olds and are open to
Mountainside residents only. Preregistration is required.
“Come Read to Kalee” will take
place on Friday, April 6, at 3:30
p.m. Youngsters are invited to
cuddle up and read to Kalee, a
Mountainside therapy dog, for five
to 10 minutes. Participants are asked
to bring two favorite books with
them to read when they come. This
program is especially designed for
emergent and beginning readers in
kindergarten through grade 1. Attendees must reserve a spot for this
program. Kalee will be at the library monthly through June.
Additional programs will be announced for later in the month. To
register for library programs, stop into
the library or call (908) 233-0115. The
Mountainside Public Library is located at 1 Constitution Plaza.

Scotch Plains Library Slates
Rain Barrel Workshop
SCOTCH PLAINS — Chelsea
Moxley, a New Jersey Department of
Environmental
Protection
AmeriCorps Watershed Ambassador,
will lead a workshop Sunday, April
22, at the Scotch Plains Public Library on constructing a rain barrel
like the ones outside the library. Rain
barrels capture water from a roof for
later use on lawns or gardens. The
workshop will begin at 1:30 p.m.
While they work, participants will
learn about the environmental benefits of rain barrels and how they can
be used in one’s own yard.
This workshop will be led and assisted by representatives from the
AmeriCorps New Jersey Watershed
Ambassadors Program. All participants will need to bring their own
safety glasses and this specified
diverter kit: EarthMinded DIY Rain
Barrel Diverter and Parts Kit-RBK0001. Options for purchasing can be
found online at Amazon and Home
Depot. The library will supply the 55gallon, industrial-grade containers.
Those who have an electric or battery-operated drill are asked to bring
that as well.
Participants must have a downspout at home in order to install
these barrels, and should be prepared to follow the written instructions that come with the kit in order
to complete the installation at home
on their own. This includes drilling a
hole in one’s downspout.
This workshop is limited to the first
10 individuals or families; one barrel

per family will be provided.
For more information or to register, go to scotlib.org, e-mail
library@scotlib.org, call (908) 3225007, extension no. 204, or stop by
the library Reference Desk. The
Scotch Plains Public Library is located at 1927 Bartle Avenue, one
block from Park Avenue, in the center
of the township.

Concert to Spotlight
Duruflé and Fauré
PLAINFIELD — Crescent Concerts
will present the Crescent Choral Society performing Duruflé’s “Requiem”
and Fauré’s “Cantique de Jean Racine”
on Saturday, April 14, at 4 p.m. The
concert will be held at the Crescent
Avenue Presbyterian Church.
Joining the Choral Society for this
special spring concert are the Newark
Arts High School Advanced Chorus
and the Newark Boys’ Chorus Touring Choir. This collaborative concert,
which also features the Crescent Concerts Orchestra, will be conducted by
Artistic Director Deborah Simpkin
King, Ph.D.
Tickets are $20 for general admission, $15 for senior citizens and $5
for students, and will be available at
the door. The church is located in
Plainfield at Watchung Avenue and
East Seventh Street. Ample free secure parking is available. For more
information, call (908) 756-2468, visit
crescentconcerts.org or follow Crescent Concerts on Facebook.

Rev. Jane McCready Joins
Imagine Board of Trustees

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

ORDINANCE NO. 18-06

DAR Donates Book About
Race Relations In WW II

TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
PLANNING BOARD

IN, BY AND FOR THE BOROUGH.

ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF GARWOOD, IN THE
COUNTY OF UNION, NEW
JERSEY AUTHORIZING A
SPECIAL EMERGENCY APPROPRIATION IN THE
AMOUNT OF $140,000 FOR
THE PREPARATION OF AN
APPROVED TAX MAP AND A
PROGRAM OF REVALUATION OF REAL PROPERTY

RACE AND THE MILITARY...Michael Maziekien, director of the Cranford
Public Library, accepts the book “Blacks in the Army Air Force During World
War II,” donated by the Cranford DAR. Presenting the book to Mr. Maziekien are
Judith Lannin Panagakos, left, chapter librarian and Cranford Library Board
member, and Barbara Krause, chapter historian and former regent.

MORE IN BACK SECTION

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the
following proposed ordinance was introduced and passed on first reading at a
meeting of the Borough Council of the
Borough of Garwood, in the County of
Union, State of New Jersey, held on the
27th day of March, 2018, and that said
ordinance will be taken up for further consideration for final passage at the meeting
of said Borough Council to be held at its
meeting room in the Municipal Building,
403 South Avenue, Garwood, New Jersey, on the 10th day of April, 2018, at 7:15
P.M., or as soon thereafter as said matter
can be reached, at which time and place all
persons who may be interested therein will
be given an opportunity to be heard concerning the same.
A copy of this ordinance has been posted
on the Bulletin Board upon which public
notices are customarily posted in the Municipal Building of the Borough, and a copy
is available up to and including the time of
such meeting to the members of the general public of the Borough who shall request such copies, at the office of the Clerk
in said Municipal Building in Garwood,
New Jersey.
Christina M Ariemma, RMC
Municipal Clerk
Borough of Garwood
County of Union
State of New Jersey

Mountainside Library Posts
Various Events For April

Legal Advertising
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A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

SUPPORT FOR TINY TIM...Two local service organizations recently showed
their support for the Tiny Tim Fund with presentations of checks for $1,000 each.
In top photo, Rotary Club of Fanwood-Scotch Plains President Steve Goldberg
presents the club’s check to Flavia Blechinger, Tiny Tim Fund trustee. Also
pictured, from left to right, are: Bernadette Hoyer, Tiny Tim Fund trustee; Wayne
Zuhl, Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary Club secretary, and Jerome McDevitt, Tiny
Tim Fund trustee. In the bottom photo, Peter Chemidlin, Fanwood Community
Foundation president, far left, and Neil Schembre, treasurer, far right, present the
Foundation’s check to Tiny Tim Fund trustees, from left to right, Barbara Anilo,
Mari McDevitt and Carol Kiley.

Local Service Clubs Make
Donations to Tiny Tim Fund
FANWOOD/SCOTCH PLAINS
— The Fanwood-Scotch Plains Tiny
Tim Fund recently received checks
from the Fanwood Community Foundation and the Rotary Club of
Fanwood-Scotch Plains in the amount
of $1,000 each.
The Tiny Tim Fund is a non-profit
corporation organized and operated
exclusively for the charitable purpose of providing financial assistance
for medical needs to local families
and has been doing so since 1983.
Volunteers solicit donations dur-

ing the annual Tiny Tim Fund Carol
Night. Donations from private citizens, civic and service clubs such as
the Fanwood Community Foundation and The Fanwood-Scotch Plains
Rotary Club make it possible for the
Tiny Tim Fund to continue its mission of assisting children of local
families.
For further information, to request
a referral application or to make a
donation, send correspondence to:
The Tiny Tim Fund, P.O. Box 181,
Fanwood, N.J. 07023.

MOUNTAINSIDE — The Rever- Westfield for 20 years, where they
end Jane McCready, pastor at the raised their family, and currently reFaith Lutheran Church of New Provi- side in New Providence. Reverend
dence, recently joined the board of McCready has been an active community volunteer and has
trustees of Imagine, A
been recognized for her
Center for Coping with
leadership. In addition
Loss. Located in
to spending time with
Mountainside, Imagine
her husband and three
is a free, year-round,
children, she enjoys
peer grief support centraveling, New York
ter serving all of Union
City, the theater, museCounty and beyond.
ums, music and sports.
A member of Faith
Imagine serves chilLutheran Church since
dren, young adults and
1996,
Reverend
parents/guardians who
McCready has a Bachhave had a parent, sibelor of Arts degree from
ling or child die. SupIndiana University in
Rev. Jane McCready
port groups for
Bloomington, Ind., and
caregivers of a person
received her Master of
Divinity from The Lutheran Theologi- living with a life-altering physical
cal Seminary at Philadelphia. Prior to illness also are available. To learn
attending the Seminary, she worked in more about Imagine, visit
New York City for the 55th Street imaginenj.org or call (908) 264-3100.
Dance Theater Foundation at City
Center Theater and as a legal assistant
Snyder Acad. Exhibit
for 16 years.
To Celebrate Freedom
Reverend McCready was introduced to Imagine in 2013 when she
AREA — The Snyder Academy of
attended an Imagine Annual Break- Elizabethtown will present an art exfast. When her brother died suddenly hibition during April entitled “Echwhen she was 11, there were no grief oes of Freedom: Artistic Voices of
support organizations that existed Elizabeth.” It will feature 13 artists
which could have helped her. She felt who give voice to the call for freedom
instantly connected to the mission of by the Reverend James Caldwell, a
Imagine and it has been an important patriot and Presbyterian minister durpart of her ministry.
ing the Revolutionary War.
Faith Lutheran has hosted multiple
The public is invited to an exhibieducation and support programs led tion opening and sale at the Snyder
by Imagine, and is recognized as a Academy on Friday, April 6, from 6 to
Good Mourning site. Through her 9 p.m. This event will include a wine
ministry Reverend McCready has re- and cheese reception, with artists
ferred families to Imagine and mem- speaking about their work starting at 7
bers of her congregation serve as vol- p.m. Selected works will be available
unteers.
for sale. The Snyder Academy is loReverend McCready currently cated at 42 Broad Street, Elizabeth.
chairs the Family Promise Union
Artists represented in the exhibition
County Community Board; the New will include Marcelo Dos Santos, Joao
Providence-Berkeley Heights Inter- Pereira, Jose Carlos Miguel, Kamil
faith Clergy Group, and First Con- Policht, Celia Feliciano, Michelle
tact, and serves as coordinator of the Greene, Daniel De La Fe, Marco
New Providence-Berkeley Heights Muñoz Jaramillo, Ed D’Alessandro,
Community Emergency Group.
Beth Barber, Ana Pineiro, William
She and her husband, Gary, lived in Hartz and Roger Gonzalez.
To attend the opening, interested
persons
are asked to RSVP to Elliot
ADS PLACED IN
Dee at elliot@academy.org by SunTHE LEADER/TIMES
day, April 1. After April 6, the exhibition will be open for viewing by apBRING RESULTS
pointment arranged through Mr. Dee.
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Spring Assembly to Feature
Singer/Raconteur April 12
WESTFIELD — The Spring Assembly, an annual gathering of the
historical groups of Westfield, will be
held on Thursday, April 12, beginning at 7:30 p.m. It will take place in
the meeting hall of The Presbyterian
Church in Westfield.
Open to the public at no charge,
the Spring Assembly is presented
each year by the church, the Genealogical Society of the West Fields,
the Daughters of the American
Revolution, the Sons of the American Revolution, the Miller-Cory
House Museum and the Westfield
Historical Society.
This year’s program will include a
multi-faceted performance by singer/
songwriter, storyteller and radio host
Gordon Thomas Ward. Mr. Ward will
immerse the audience in tales, songs,
poetry and ghost stories concerning
the history of New Jersey. Attendees
will have an opportunity to reconnect
with the Lenape who roamed the forests of New Jersey before the discov-

ery of America; hear the harrowing
but brave story of the encampment at
Jockey Hollow, and follow the development of this crossroads state
through farming and industry to the
present day.
Based on his book, “A Bit of Earth,”
Mr. Ward will celebrate the layers of
history in the landscapes where “the
past is very much alive and entwined
with the present.”
Mr. Ward employs his experience
as a teacher, writer, storyteller and
radio host to inspire his audience. His
songs have led him to work with
notable musicians such as Eric Troyer,
William J. Hall (Frostwater and Pete
Seeger) and Carolann Solebello. He
has shared a stage with Natalie Merchant and Christine Lavin as well as
opening for The Boxcar Lilies – one
of his favorite Americana bands.
The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield is located at 140 Mountain
Avenue, Westfield. Light refreshments will follow the performance.

FAMILY OF FAITH...Third grader Sophie Buchbinder displays her prayer book
with her father, Seth Buchbinder, and her grandmother, Gail Beckman Buchbinder,
education director at Congregation Beth Israel in Scotch Plains.

Local Synagogue Students
Receive Prayer Books

AARP to Hear Talk
On Solar Energy
Harvey Wang, Episcopal Relief & Development

Trinity Collecting Funds To
Aid Clean Water Program
CRANFORD — The Trinity Episcopal Church, located at 119 Forest
Avenue, Cranford, is collecting
money for the Episcopal Relief &
Development “Clean Water” program through Sunday, April 1.
“Every 15 seconds a child dies
from a water-related disease somewhere in the world,” said Marion
Nechuta, Trinity’s Outreach Committee chairwoman. “The ERD Clean
Water program constructs wells, water systems, and stations that both
reduce the spread of disease while
promoting overall community health,
well-being and economic viability.”
Donations, made payable to “Episcopal Relief and Development,” can
be mailed to Trinity Church or
dropped off at the church on Sunday
morning. For more information, call
(908) 276-4047.
Episcopal Relief & Development,
started in 1940, is the compassionate
response of the Episcopal Church to

Moving Meditation
To Resume at FCC
WESTFIELD — Moving Meditation classes will resume this spring
on Monday evenings from April 2
through May 28, from 6:30 to 7:15
p.m., at the First Congregational
Church, located at 125 Elmer Street,
Westfield. A suggested donation of
$15 to $20 will benefit the summer
mission trip for the church’s middleand senior-high youth.
Moving Meditation is a simple,
graceful movement based on ancient
Asian Qigong wellness systems. Benefits include stress reduction, flexibility and enhanced wellness. The practice is performed standing up and ordinary street clothing is appropriate.
The classes are led by Laura
Berzofsky, a certified Integral Tai Chi
and Qigong instructor with the International Integral Qigong and Tai Chi
Institute at Santa Barbara College of
Oriental Medicine and a member of
the National Qigong Association.
For more information or to register,
call Ms. Berzofsky at (908) 232-0169.
Drop-in students also are welcome.

human suffering in the world. Hearing God’s call to seek and serve Christ
in all persons and to respect the dignity of every human being, Episcopal
Relief & Development serves to bring
together the generosity of Episcopalians and others with the needs of the
world. For more information about
Episcopal Relief & Development,
visit episcopalrelief.org/.
Trinity Episcopal Church, founded
in 1872, is a faith-based family church
that welcomes all people and strives
to “know Christ and to make the Lord
known through faith, fellowship, and
service.” Sunday services, celebrated
by the Reverend Andy Kruger,
Trinity’s Priest-in-Charge, are at 8
a.m. and 10 a.m. For more information about Trinity, call (908) 2764047 or visit trinitycranford.org/.
Trinity also provides Trinity Episcopal Day School (TEDS), a statelicensed facility serving children
from age 2½ through Kindergarten.
Further information about TEDS is
available by calling (908) 276-2881
or at tedscranford.org.

Floraphile Club Plans
Benefit Garage Sale
CRANFORD — The Floraphile
Garden Club will host a garage sale
fundraiser on Saturday, April 28, from
9 a.m. to 2 p.m., at 469 Brookside
Court, Cranford.
The sale will feature an array of
household goods, plants, clothes, toys,
books and other merchandise. Proceeds from this fundraiser will support the Floraphile Garden Club and
its involvement in numerous community service projects, beautification
programs, charitable donations and
horticultural therapy.
Founded in 1950, Floraphile has
been an active and integral part of the
Cranford community for more than
65 years. Members participate in various workshops, presentations, charitable projects and garden tours.
To learn more about the Floraphile
Garden Club, like the club on
Facebook at facebook.com/
floraphilegardenclub.

Calvary Lutheran Church
invites you to worship
this Easter
Good Friday Tenebrae Service
March 30 @ 7:30pm

Easter Sunday
April 1
Children's Service @ 8:30am
followed by an Easter Egg hunt
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First Presbyterian Invites
Community For Holy Week

SCOTCH PLAINS — Third
graders in the religious school at
Congregation Beth Israel received
their own prayer books (siddurim)
at a ceremony for their families on
March 11. The families participated
in a short program, with the students leading some of the prayers
they had learned and explaining
the meaning of their Hebrew names.
Rabbi Howard Tilman led the parents in reciting a blessing over the

LIFE-SUSTAINING WATER...The Trinity Episcopal Church of Cranford is
raising funds through Easter Sunday to benefit the Episcopal Relief & Development “Clean Water” program. The program supports projects that provide clean
water to people like these children pictured at a well in Ghana.

Thursday, March 29, 2018

SCOTCH PLAINS — The
Westfield Area AARP Chapter 4137
will hold its next meeting on Monday, April 2. The meeting will take
place at the Scotch Hills Country
Club, located at Jerusalem Road and
Plainfield Avenue, Scotch Plains.
Guest speaker Sarah Weber will
discuss “The Truth About Solar Energy” and will receive questions afterwards. Refreshments and fellowship will follow the business meeting.
Reservations will be taken for
the chapter’s Monday, June 4 luncheon. For luncheon questions, call
Chris Weiss at (908) 322-6198. For
additional questions, call Ilse
Heinemeyer at (908) 322-1788.

children, and parents and grandparents presented the prayer books to the
students in celebration of their learning to read Hebrew. The parents and
grandparents had created personalized covers for their children’s prayer
books in January as part of a Family
Education program.
Congregation Beth Israel’s
award-winning religious school offers classes from pre-school through
11th grade, as well as special-needs
instruction. Third graders meet on
Sunday and Wednesday for instruction in Hebrew language, Torah
study, holidays and Mitzvot (doing
good deeds). Congregation Beth
Israel’s religious school also offers
student-led prayer services, gradespecific Family Education programs
and online learning opportunities.
Congregation Beth Israel is an
egalitarian Conservative synagogue,
serving the religious, cultural, educational and social needs of congregants
from Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Westfield and surrounding towns.
For more information about the religious school, contact Gail Beckman
Buchbinder, education director, at
(908) 889-1830 or school@cbisp.org.
Congregation Beth Israel is located
at 18 Shalom Way, Scotch Plains, at
the corner of Martine Avenue.

Wednesday Morning Club
Lists April Program Guests
CRANFORD — The Wednesday
Morning Club will hold its business
meeting on Wednesday, April 4, at
10 a.m. Club President Sue Driscoll
will introduce Colleen Hintz. Ms.
Hintz will present a program entitled
“The Secret Quilt Code of the Underground Railroad.” Attendees will
learn about the sewing of quilt blocks
to create visual messages that were
interpreted by slaves looking to gain
their freedom in Canada via the Underground Railroad. The meeting will
take place at the Cranford Community Center, located at 220 Walnut
Avenue. All are welcome.
On Tuesday, April 10, the club’s
Public Affairs Department will
meet at the home of Sue Driscoll to
plan for next year. The meeting
will begin at 12:30 p.m. Interested
persons are asked to bring a sandwich and to call Ms. Driscoll if
they plan to attend.
The American Arts and Crafts Department will meet on Tuesday, April
17, at 10 a.m., in the Cranford Community Center to plan their projects
for next year. If planning to attend,
call Joan Davis.

The club will gather on Wednesday, April 18, for a luncheon at
Giovanna’s Restaurant featuring
writer, singer-songwriter and actor
Val Emmich. Giovanna’s Restaurant
is located at 1462 South Avenue,
Plainfield. The luncheon begins at
12:30 p.m. and the cost is $21. To
make a reservation, call Jane Reilly.
Mr. Emmich is known for his work
as an actor on HBO’s “Vinyl,” NBC’s
“30 Rock,” Showtime’s “The Big C”
and ABC’s “Ugly Betty.” He also
has written a very well-received first
novel entitled “The Reminders.” The
Huffington Post said of his novel,
“Emmich performs a bit of magic in
his warm and winning debut novel.”
On Monday, April 23, the Literature Department will meet at the
home of Dot Conheeney at 12:30
p.m. to select the books the group
will read next year. Participants are
asked to bring a sandwich and call
Dot if they plan to attend.
For more information about The
Wednesday Morning Club, call
Vice-President Carol Moran at
(908) 233-5635 or e-mail her at
caromm@comcast.net.

Celebrate Easter at First Congregational Church
&IRST #ONGREGATIONAL #HURCH INVITES YOU TO EMBRACE THE POWER OF
LOVE TO OVERCOME EVIL AS WELL AS THE BLESSINGS OF FORGIVENESS AND
RECONCILIATION THIS WEEK AND THROUGHOUT THE YEAR
Maundy Thursday
-ARCH   PM
#ANDLELIGHT SERVICE OF
3CRIPTURE HYMNS AND
#OMMUNION
Good Friday
-ARCH   PM
3ERVICE OF -EDITATION AND
2EmECTION IN 0ATTON !UDITORIUM

Easter Sunday
!PRIL   AND  AM
-USIC FOR ORGAN AND BRASS BY 7IDOR
AND (ANDEL /NE ROOM
SCHOOLHOUSE AND
INFANT CARE AT
BOTH SERVICES
#OFFEE HOUR AT
 AM

CRANFORD — The First Presbyterian Church of Cranford, located
at 11 Springfield Avenue, welcomes
the community to observe Holy Week
leading up to the celebration of Easter. Holy Week began with Palm
Sunday worship last Sunday. First
Presbyterian’s Easter worship calendar will include traditional and
unique worship experiences.
Maundy Thursday will be observed today, March 29, at 6:30 p.m.,
in the Thomson Youth Center. Attendees are asked to enter through
the church office door on Springfield Avenue. This worship service
will commemorate Jesus’ last supper with His disciples through dramatic readings that incorporate reflections on the traditional Passover
Seder.
An Easter “Son Rise” service will
be held on Sunday, April 1, at 8 a.m.,
in the Narthex. Weather permitting,
worship will take place outside. Participants are invited to celebrate
Christ’s resurrection during an “unplugged” acoustic version of Easter
worship.
A traditional Easter service will
be offered at 10 a.m. on April 1 in the
main sanctuary. Full choirs, music
and flowers symbolizing rebirth will
enrich the celebration of Christ’s resurrection. Attendees will sing
Handel’s “Hallelujah” Chorus and
organist Robert Grube will play
Widor’s “Toccata.”
The community also is invited to
An Easter Cantata — “Hallelujah!
Christ Arose!” on Sunday, April 15,
at 10 a.m., in the main sanctuary. The
Chancel Choir, under the direction
of Alison Nead and accompanied by
Robert Grube on piano and Kathleen
Daly on violin, will continue the

Easter celebration singing “Hallelujah! Christ Arose!”, created and arranged by Luke Woodard.
For more information, visit the
church
website,
firstprescranford.org. Individuals
also are invited to like the church on
Facebook at facebook.com/
firstprescranford/ and to follow the
church on Twitter at http://
twitter.com/fpcc.
As the body of Christ inspired by
the Holy Spirit, First Presbyterian
Church congregants seek to be faithful disciples living their lives as a
testimony of Christ’s love for all.
The church welcomes diversity and
respects and cares for all of God’s
creation. Members seek to spread
the word and invite others to live
Jesus’ command to love one another
as the Lord first loved them.

Rev. Belden Advocates
Return to Worship
MOUNTAINSIDE — The Reverend Christopher Belden, pastor of the
Community Presbyterian Church,
encourages people of all faiths who
may not have been to their house of
worship recently to consider attending this week.
“It doesn’t matter what your religion might be, the sanctuary of your
church or temple is a special place
and you will find comfort there,”
Reverend Belden said. “God welcomes everyone. Share his open arms
this weekend.”
The Community Presbyterian
Church is located at 1459 Deer Path,
Mountainside. Sunday worship services begin at 10:30 a.m. For more
information,
visit
cpcmountainside.com.

MLK Association to Hold
50th Anniversary Vigil
WESTFIELD — The Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. Association of
Westfield invites the community to
participate in a vigil on Wednesday,
April 4, commemorating the 50th
anniversary of the assassination of
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
Participants will gather at the Martin Luther King monument, located
adjacent to the South Avenue Circle
in Westfield, at 6:30 p.m. The halfhour vigil will be held in remembrance of Dr. King and other martyrs
of the civil rights movement who
went before him, with attendees encouraged to reflect on the work and
lives of those who made the ultimate
sacrifice for the movement.
“The Dr. MLK Association has
served our local community for over

Adoption Conference
On Tap For May 5
AREA — A statewide adoption
conference will be held on Saturday,
May 5, at the Rutgers University campus in Piscataway. This event is designed for pre- and post-adoptive
parents, foster parents, adult adoptees
and social workers. Full conference
information and online registration is
available at cpfanj.org.

30 years, promoting the principles
and ideals of Dr. King,” said Elizabeth Wolf, the association’s new president. “It is our hope that we will
continue to do this for many years
into the future.”
The MLK Association is on
Facebook @MLKWestfieldNJ and
can
be
contacted
at
MLKWestfield@gmail.com.

Youth to Present
‘Living Stations’
SPRINGFIELD — The Youth
Group of St. James the Apostle Roman Catholic Church, located at 45
South Springfield Avenue, Springfield, will pray the Living Stations of
the Cross at 7 p.m. tomorrow, Good
Friday, March 30, in the church.
Dressed as those Jesus encountered
and interacted with on the way to his
crucifixion, youth group members will
accurately portray what occurred at
each Station. There will be musical
accompaniment as well.
The St. James Youth Group is under the direction of Ann Marie
Gesualdo, youth minister. All are
welcome to this presentation. For
more information, call St. James
Church at (973) 376-3044.

Westfield Pediatric
Dental Group

Dentistry for Infants, Children
Adolescents, and Special Needs
• New Patients Welcome
• Laser Dentistry
• In Office General Anesthesia
Timothy P. McCabe, D.M.D.
Board Certified

Julie Jong, D.M.D.
Board Certified

Kelly Walk, D.D.S.
Board Certified

John Chang, D.D.S.

Festival Worship @ 9:30am

Board Certified

w/special choral and instrumental music
 %LMER 3TREET 7ESTlELD s FCCOFWESTlELDORG s   
Member of the United Church of Christ

Calvary Lutheran Church
108 Eastman Street, Cranford NJ
www.calvarycranford.com

Everyone’s Welcome – Especially You!

908-232-1231
555 Westfield Avenue, Westfield
www.kidsandsmiles.com
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Library Events to Feature
Meditation and Poetry
WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Memorial Library will present
“Meditation: An Antidote for Stress”
on Wednesday, April 4, at 7 p.m.,
and on Saturday, April 14, at 2 p.m.,
there will be a poetry reading by
various poets. The library is located
at 550 East Broad Street.
“Meditation” will be presented
by Jim Rose, a retired Johnson &
Johnson executive. In this session,
participants will explore the healing power of meditation and learn
how to create peace in their life in
spite of the stress around them.
“The stresses and tensions of life
do not just affect our mind,” wrote
Mr. Rose about his program. “This
simple technique can be practiced
daily for health, serenity and joy.
Meditation helps us to physically
relax and it puts us in a state where
we feel more peaceful. The problems of the world no longer have
the same effect on us.”
Mr. Rose has 35 years of experience in human resources management, employee development and
conflict resolution. He was recognized by Human Resource Executive magazine as one of the top
human resource executives in the
United States.
He currently provides workshops
and training to groups throughout
the world, where he connects meditation and spiritual development to
important aspects of people’s lives.
Mr. Rose himself has been meditating for more than 30 years and now
focuses much of his time on his own
spiritual development and on helping others who wish to do the same.
The poetry reading will feature
seven poets who have been pub-

HARTFORD, Conn. – Sean R.
McAloon, of Mountainside, was
awarded Faculty Honors for the Fall
2017 semester at Trinity College in
Hartford, Conn.
Faculty Honors are awarded to students with a semester GPA of at least
3.667 on four graded courses, with no
individual grade below B-, and no
incomplete grades pending.

Mother Seton High School
Hosts Easter Bunny Event
CLARK – Alumnae and their
families did not have to look further
than the Mother Seton Regional
High School gym to find the Easter
Bunny and her bunny trail. More
than 150 adults and children participated in the Egg Hunt sponsored
by the Alumnae Association.
Children were divided into four
age groups to find the candy-filled
colored eggs hidden in the hay donated by Schieferstein’s Farm. One
lucky child, from each group, unearthed the Golden Egg to win a
solid chocolate bunny.
The Easter Bunny herself was portrayed by Student Council President Katherine Blum, a senior, who
posed at the photo booth for pictures with children and their families. The elegant costume Katherine
PUBLIC NOTICE

wore was created by alumna Lydia
Ruiz Hull (’67).
Bagels, doughnuts and beverages
were served and the children were
delighted to fill bags from the colorful candy bar to take some goodies home after they tried their skill
at pin-the-tail-on-the-bunny game.

Hypertension Clinic
Is Set at Library
SCOTCH PLAINS — The township nurse will be available at the
Scotch Plains Public Library for blood
pressure checks on Tuesday, April
10, from 10 a.m. to noon. No registration is required.
The Scotch Plains Public Library
is located at 1927 Bartle Avenue, one
block from Park Avenue, in the center
of the township.
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GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 2102

TOWN OF WESTFIELD
BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

CALENDAR YEAR 2018
MODEL ORDINANCE TO EXCEED
THE MUNICIPAL BUDGET APPROPRIATION LIMITS AND TO ESTABLISH A CAP BANK
(N.J.S.A. 40A: 4-45.14)
WHEREAS, the Local Government Cap
Law, N.J.S. 40A: 4-45.1 et seq., provides
that in the preparation of its annual budget,
a municipality shall limit any increase in
said budget up to 2.5% unless authorized
by ordinance to increase it to 3.5% over the
previous year’s final appropriations, subject to certain exceptions; and,
WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A: 4-45.15a provides that a municipality may, when authorized by ordinance, appropriate the difference between the amount of its actual final
appropriation and the 3.5% percentage
rate as an exception to its final appropriations in either of the next two succeeding
years; and,
WHEREAS, the Town Council of the
Town of Westfield in the County of Union
finds it advisable and necessary to increase its CY 2018 budget by up to 3.5%
over the previous year’s final appropriations, in the interest of promoting the health,
safety and welfare of the citizens; and,
WHEREAS, the Town Council hereby
determines that a 3.5% increase in the
budget for said year, amounting to
$321,556 in excess of the increase in final
appropriations otherwise permitted by the
Local Government Cap Law, is advisable
and necessary; and,
WHEREAS, the Town Council hereby
determines that any amount authorized
hereinabove that is not appropriated as
part of the final budget shall be retained as
an exception to final appropriation in either
of the next two succeeding years.
NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED,
that any amount authorized hereinabove
that is not appropriated as part of the final
budget shall be retained as an exception to
final appropriation in either of the next two
succeeding years; and,
BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that a
certified copy of this ordinance as introduced be filed with the Director of the
Division of Local Government Services
within 5 days of introduction; and,
BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that a
certified copy of this ordinance upon adoption, with the recorded vote included
thereon, be filed with said Director within 5
days after such adoption.
NOTICE
The foregoing ordinance was introduced
at a Regular Meeting of the Town Council
of the Town of Westfield held on March 27,
2018 and was read for the first time. This
ordinance will be further considered for
final passage by said Town Council at the
Westfield Municipal Building, Council
Chambers, 425 East Broad Street,
Westfield, New Jersey 07090 at a meeting
beginning at 8:00 PM on April 10, 2018 or
at any time and place to which such meeting may be adjourned. All persons interested will be given the opportunity to be
heard concerning such ordinance. Copies
of this ordinance are available at the Office
of the Town Clerk, Westfield Municipal
Building, 425 East Broad Street, Westfield,
New Jersey 07090.
Tara Rowley, RMC
Town Clerk
1 T - 3/29/18, The Leader
Fee: $69.87

Patricia Lynn (née Britton) Kopp, 70,
Loving Wife, Sister and Aunt

lished in New-Jersey based Tiferet
Journal. Tiferet publishes highquality prose, poetry and art that
further meaningful dialogue about
what it is to be humane and conscious in today’s often divisive
world.
Readers will include Robert
Carnevale, Nancy Lubarsky,
Michelle Ortega, Bob Rosenbloom,
John McDermott, Donna Baier Stein
and Adele Kenny. Free and open to
the public, the reading will be followed by a reception and open mic.
The meditation program is open
to Westfield Memorial Library and
MURAL cardholders. MURAL
cardholders belong to the 43 libraries that are part of the Middlesex
Union Reciprocal Agreement Libraries. Interested persons are advised to visit the Westfield Memorial Library website, wmlnj.org, and
click on the “About Us” tab to see if
their library is a MURAL participant. To register for the meditation
program, visit wmlnj.org and click
on the Online Calendar, or call (908)
789-4090, option 0. The poetry program is open to the public and requires no advance signup.

McAloon Receives
Faculty Honors

The Board of Adjustment of the Town
of Westfield, New Jersey will meet on
April 9, 2018, in the Council Chambers at
the Municipal Building, 425 East Broad
Street, Westfield, New Jersey at 7:30 p.m.
to hear and consider the following appeals
for bulk (c) and/or (d) variance relief from
requirements of the Westfield Land Use
Ordinance.
Thomas & Emily Reichart, 420 Colonial Avenue. Applicants are seeking approval to construct a 1st floor addition &
2nd floor addition contrary to Sections
12.04F1, 12.04F2, and 11.08E13 of the
Land Use Ordinance. Ordinance allows a
maximum building coverage of 20%. Proposed is 21.1%. Ordinance allows a maximum building coverage with a deck of
22%. Proposed is 22.9%. Ordinance allows a maximum continuous wall length of
25 feet. Proposed is 32 feet 8 inches.
Matthew & Virginia Quinn, 914 Mountain View Circle. Applicants are seeking
approval to construct a one-story addition
contrary to Section 12.04F1 and 12.04E1
of the Land Use Ordinance. Ordinance
allows a maximum building coverage of
20%. Proposed is 20.86%. Ordinance allows a maximum floor area ratio of 30%.
Proposed is 30.86%.
Sabrina & Simon Kelner, 315 Kimball
Avenue. Applicants are seeking approval
to construct a one-story addition contrary
to Sections 11.08E6, 12.04F1, 12.04F2,
12.04E1, 12.04F3 of the Land Use Ordinance. Ordinance requires a minimum side
yard setback of 10 feet. Proposed is 7.3
feet. Ordinance allows a maximum building coverage of 20%. Proposed is 23.5%.
Ordinance allows a maximum building
coverage with a deck of 22%. Proposed is
24.23%. Ordinance allows a maximum
floor area ratio of 37%. Proposed is 39.75%.
Ordinance allows a maximum building
coverage with a deck and porch of 24%.
Proposed is 24.7%.
Kyungsuk Bae & Peilin Wu, 708 Boulevard. Applicants are seeking approval
to construct an addition contrary to Section
11.07E6 and 11.07E13 of the Land Use
Ordinance. Ordinance requires a minimum
side yard setback of 10 feet. Proposed is
6.34 feet. Ordinance allows a maximum
continuous side wall of 25 feet. Proposed
is 27 feet & 36 feet 3 inches.
David & Sylvia Chandler, 78
Tamaques Way. Applicants are seeking
approval to construct a deck contrary to
Sections 12.04F1, 12.04F2, and 12.04F3
of the Land Use Ordinance. Ordinance
allows a maximum building coverage of
20%. Proposed is 23.4%. Ordinance allows a maximum building coverage with a
deck of 22%. Proposed is 24.3%. Ordinance allows a maximum building coverage with deck & porch of 24%. Proposed is
26.5%.
Variances, waivers or exceptions from
certain site plan details or relief from requirements may be sought as appropriate.
Plans and application are on file in the
office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday from
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Linda Jacus
Board Secretary
1 T - 3/29/18, The Leader
Fee: $68.34

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

JUNIOR CHEFS...Noah Rodrigues and Delilah Baginski, students in the More
for Fours preschool class located at the Westfield Area YMCA’s Bauer Branch,
add more fun and learning to their day by participating in the World Chefs class.
This enrichment class is one of the many offered to preschoolers at the YMCA.
Registration is going on now for all Westfield Area YMCA Early Learning
programs for the 2018-2019 school year. For more information, contact Maria
Nierstedt, Westfield Area YMCA Preschool Site director, at
mnierstedt@westfieldynj.org or (908) 317-YMCA (9622), extension no. 423.

Scotch Plains Library Posts
Friday Films For April
SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains Public Library invites members of the community to come to the
library on Fridays at noon during
April for movies that are based on
books. The schedule is as follows:
April 6: Wonder (PG, 113 minutes), based on the book by R.J.
Palacio. A 10-year-old boy with a
facial deformity attends school for
the first time when he begins the fifth
grade, learning how to make friends
and adjust to his new environment.
April 13: Crooked House (PG-13,
115 minutes), based on the novel by
Agatha Christie. A private detective
heads to an English manor to investigate the murder of a wealthy patriarch,
but soon realizes that everyone is a
suspect — including his former lover.

April 20: Same Kind of Different as
Me (PG-13, 119 minutes), based on
the book by Ron Hall and Denver
Moore. A wealthy man befriends a
vagrant after his wife requests that he
do so.
April 27: Thank You For Your Service (R, 108 minutes), based on the
book by David Finkel. A group of
U.S. soldiers attempts to reintegrate
into civilian life after serving in Iraq.
These events are free and open to
all. Registration is not required. For
more information, visit scotlib.org,
call (908) 322-5007, extension no.
204, or e-mail library@scotlib.org.
The Scotch Plains Public Library
is located at 1927 Bartle Avenue, one
block from Park Avenue, in the center
of the township.

Union Catholic to Host
Business Networking Lunch
SCOTCH PLAINS – Union
Catholic High School will host its
fourth annual Business Networking
Luncheon on Tuesday, April 24, at
the Shackamaxon Country Club in
Scotch Plains. The program will
feature a panel discussion and will
once again be moderated by Joe
Connolly, a WCBS Newsradio 880
business reporter.
This year’s panelists are: Doug
Christensen, president and CEO of
Trihawk Capital; Jaclyn Civins,
owner, Evalyn Dunn Gallery; and
PUBLIC NOTICE
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Terry Viney, president, The Plus
Factor in Your Business, LLC.
The event will begin at 11 a.m.
with networking; lunch is at 11:45
a.m. followed by the panel discussion at 12:15 p.m.
This special event is open to the
public. Tickets are $37 each. Interested persons may purchase tickets
at genesis.unioncatholic.org/secure/ucbnl18.html.
To sponsor or for further information about this event, contact Susan
Dyckman, Union Catholic’s director of development, at (908) 8891600, extension no. 309, or at
sdyckman@unioncatholic.org.

Patricia Lynn (Britton) Kopp, 70, nor Livingston Regional High School
of Scotch Plains died at 4:30 p.m. Class of 1966 and a graduate of the
on Monday, March 26,
Berkley School.
2018, at Center For
Patricia L. Kopp was
Hope, Peggy’s House
preceded in death by her
in Scotch Plains, N.J.
sister, Marian Crawford,
She was the wife of
and is survived by her
Robert W. Kopp. Both
husband, Robert; four
Robert and Patricia
sisters, Alice Seidel,
have been Scotch
Phyllis
Weinstein,
Plains residents for
Eleanor Landry and
over 39 years. There
Maureen Warren, and
will be no viewing. Cretheir husbands; one
mation will be arranged
brother, J. James Britton,
by Gray Funeral Home
and his wife; thirteen
in Westfield and will
nieces and nephews and
Patricia L. Kopp
take place at the
their spouses and many
Rosehill Crematory in
great and great-great
Linden. A Celebration of Life gath- nieces and nephews. Patricia and
ering will be held at a date to be Robert had no children but they both
announced later.
dearly love their siblings and their
Patricia was born on March 19, families. They both are also lovers
1948, in Plainfield, N.J., and grew of all shapes and sizes of dogs. In
up with her family in Mountainside, lieu of flowers, memorial contribuN.J. She was the sixth of seven chil- tions may be made in the name of
dren of the late Josiah A. and Flo- Patricia L. Kopp to Center For Hope,
rence E. (McLaughlin) Britton. She 1900 Raritan Road, Scotch Plains,
was employed at The Austin Co. for N.J. 07076, (908) 889-7780
nine years and with The Bayway (www.cfhh.org) or to your local aniRefinery in Linden, N.J., for 30-plus mal rescue organization or ASPCA.
years. Her final position at the refinTo leaves condolences, please go
ery was as buyer of rotating equip- to: www.grayfuneralhomes.com.
March 29, 2018
ment. She was a graduate of Gover-

Blood Drives to Take Place
At Union County Locations
AREA — The American Red
Cross has announced the dates for
three upcoming blood drives in
Union County. In Eastern Pennsylvania and New Jersey, more than
40 blood drives were canceled due
to winter weather in March, causing close to 2,000 donations to go
uncollected.
No matter the weather, the need
for blood to help cancer patients,
those undergoing surgeries, trauma
patients and others remains. The
schedule for the Union County
drives is as follows:
Summit — Friday, March 30, 1
to 7 p.m., St. Teresa of Avila
Church, 306 Morris Avenue.
Berkeley Heights — Friday, April
6, 1:30 to 6:30 p.m., Summit Medical Group, 1 Diamond Hill Road.
Plainfield — Friday, April 13, 8
a.m. to 2 p.m., Plainfield High
School, 950 Park Avenue.
Volunteer blood donors are
needed to help ensure life-saving
blood products are available for
patients this spring. To make an
appointment or for more information, download the American Red
Cross Blood Donor App, visit
RedCrossBlood.org or call 1-800RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767).

All blood types are needed to
ensure a reliable supply for patients. A blood donor card or
driver’s license or two other forms
of identification are required at
check-in. Individuals who are 17
years old in most states (16 with
parental consent where allowed by
state law), weigh at least 110
pounds and are in generally good
health may be eligible to donate
blood. High-school students and
other donors age 18 and younger
also have to meet certain height
and weight requirements.
Blood and platelet donors can
save time at their next donation by
using RapidPass® to complete their
pre-donation reading and health
history questionnaire online, on the
day of their donation, before arriving at the blood drive. To get
started, follow the instructions at
RedCrossBlood.org/RapidPass or
use the Blood Donor App.

Cerchio Students
To Display Art
SCOTCH PLAINS — The public is
invited to the Scotch Plains Public
Library to view the artwork of Sandra
Cerchio’s adult students. Working in a
variety of media, the artists have created dozens of works that will be on
view in the library gallery from Thursday, April 5, through Friday, April 27.
An artists’ reception, which the
public is welcome to attend, will take
place on April 5 at 7 p.m. Registration
is not required for the reception. The
Scotch Plains Public Library is located at 1927 Bartle Avenue, one
block from Park Avenue, in the center
of the township.

ORDINANCE NO. 18-04
AN ORDINANCE TO PROVIDE
FOR A REVISED RATE
SCHEDULE FOR 2018 PURSUANT TO §134-16 (RATE
SCHEDULE) IN ARTICLE V
(INDUSTRIAL WASTE &
FEES) IN CHAPTER 134
(SEWERS) OF THE CODE OF
THE
BOROUGH
OF
GARWOOD, FOR THE INDUSTRIAL USER CHARGE PROVIDED FOR IN §134-15.
WHEREAS, §134-15 of the Code of the
Borough of Garwood provides for an industrial user charge; and
WHEREAS, §134-16 of the Code of the
Borough of Garwood, provides for the adoption by ordinance of the Mayor and Council
of the rate schedule for said industrial user
charge;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED
by the Mayor and Council of the Borough
of Garwood as follows:
SECTION 1. The rate schedule for the
industrial user charge established under
§134-16 of the Code of the Borough of
Garwood, for the year 2018 and until such
time as the new rate schedule shall be
adopted by ordinance shall be as follows:
FLOW:
Per Million Gallons
$3,768.50
SECTION 2. All ordinances or parts of
ordinances inconsistent herewith are
hereby repealed to the extent of such
inconsistency.
SECTION 3. If any portion of this ordinance shall be determined to be invalid,
such determination shall not affect the
validity of the remaining portions of said
ordinance.
SECTION 4. This ordinance shall take
effect upon final passage and publication
in accordance with law.
NOTICE
Notice is hereby given that Ordinance
No. 18-04, was introduced and passed on
first reading at a meeting of the Borough
Council of the Borough of Garwood, in the
County of Union, State of New Jersey, held
on the 27th DAY OF MARCH 2018, and
that Ordinance No. 18-04, will be taken up
for further consideration for final passage
at the meeting of said Borough Council to
be held at its meeting room in the Municipal Building, 403 South Avenue, Garwood,
New Jersey, on the 10th DAY OF APRIL
2018, at 7:15 p.m., or as soon thereafter as
said matter can be heard, at which time
and place all persons who may be interested therein will be given an opportunity
to be heard concerning the same.
ATTEST:
Christina Ariemma
Municipal Clerk
1 T - 03/29/18, The Leader Fee: $57.12
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costs on local taxpayers.
WHEREAS, this Ordinance will not affect a consumer’s ability to obtain a dog or
cat of his or her choice directly from a
breed-specific rescue organization or shelter, or from a hobby breeder where the
consumer can see directly the conditions
in which the dogs and cats are bred or can
confer directly with the hobby breeder concerning those conditions; and
WHEREAS, this governing body believes it is in the best interests of the Town
to adopt reasonable regulations to reduce
costs to the Town of Westfield and its
residents, protect the citizens of the municipality who may purchase cats or dogs
from a pet shop or other business establishment, help prevent inhumane breeding
conditions, promote community awareness
of animal welfare and foster a more humane environment in the Town of Westfield.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED
by the Mayor and Town Council of the
Town of Westfield:
A new Section, Article VI, is added to the
Revised General Ordinances of the Town
of Westfield, as follows:
Article VI. Restrictions on Sales of
Cats and Dogs by Pet Shops.
Section 6-13. Definitions:
For the purposes of this Article, the following words and phrases shall have the
meanings respectively ascribed to them
by this section:
Animal care facility means an animal
control center or animal shelter, maintained by or under contract with any state,
county or municipality, whose mission and
practice is, in whole, or significant part, the
rescue and placement of animals in permanent homes or rescue organizations.
Animal rescue organization means
any not-for-profit organization which has
tax-exempt status under Section 501(c)(3)
of the United States Internal Revenue
Code, whose mission and practice is, in
whole or in significant part, the rescue and
placement of animals in permanent homes.
Cat means a member of a species of
domestic cat, Felis catus.
Dog means a member of a species of
domestic dog, Canis familiaris.
Offer for sale means to sell, offer for
sale or adoption, advertise for the sale of,
barter, auction, give away or otherwise
dispose of a dog or cat.
Pet shop means a retail establishment
where dogs and cats are sold, exchanged,
bartered or offered for sale as pet animals
to the general public at retail. Such definition shall not include an animal care facility
or animal rescue organization, as defined.
Section 6-14. Restrictions on the
Sale of Animals.

GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 2103
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
CHAPTER 6 (ANIMALS AND
FOUL) OF THE REVISED
GENERAL ORDINANCES OF
THE TOWN OF WESTFIELD
TO ENACT A NEW SECTION,
ARTICLE IV, TO DEFINE CERTAIN TERMS AND TO PROHIBIT THE SALE OF DOGS
OR CATS FROM “PUPPY
MILLS.”
WHEREAS, a significant number of puppies and kittens sold at pet shops come
from large-scale, commercial breeding
facilities where the health and welfare of
the animals are not adequately provided
for (“puppy mills” and “kitten mills,” respectively). According to The Humane Society
of the United States, it is estimated that
10,000 puppy mills produce more than
2,400,000 puppies a year in the United
States and that most pet shop dogs and
cats come from puppy mills and kitten
mills.
WHEREAS, the documented abuses
endemic to puppy and kitten mills include
over-breeding; inbreeding; minimal to nonexistent veterinary care; lack of adequate
and nutritious food, water and shelter; lack
of socialization; lack of adequate space;
and lack of adequate exercise.
WHEREAS, the inhumane conditions in
puppy and kitten mill facilities lead to health
and behavioral issues in the animals bred
in those facilities, which many consumers
are unaware of when purchasing animals
from pet shops. These health and behavioral issues, which may not present themselves until sometime after the purchase
of the animals, can impose financial and
emotional costs on consumers.
WHEREAS, restricting the retail sale of
puppies and kittens to only those that are
sourced from shelters or rescue organizations is likely to decrease the demand for
puppies and kittens bred in puppy and
kitten mills, and is likely to increase demand for animals from animal shelters and
rescue organizations.
WHEREAS, according to the New Jersey Department of Health Animal Intake
and Disposition Survey, thousands of dogs
and cats are euthanized in New Jersey
animal shelters annually. Restricting the
retail sale of puppies and kittens to only
those that are sourced from animal shelters and rescue organizations will likely
reduce pet overpopulation and thus the
burden on such agencies and financial

PUBLIC NOTICE
(a) A pet shop may offer for sale only
those dogs and cats that the pet shop has
obtained from or displays in cooperation
with:
(1) An animal care facility; or
(2) An animal rescue organization.
(b) Nothing in this section shall prohibit
pet shops from collaborating with animal
care facilities or animal rescue organizations to offer space for such entities to
showcase adoptable dogs and cats.
Section 6-15. Record Keeping and
Disclosure.
A pet shop shall maintain records stating
the name and address of the animal care
facility or animal rescue organization that
each cat or dog was obtained from for at
least two years following the date of acquisition. Such records shall be made available, immediately upon request, to the
Town’s police and submitted annually, and
no later than May of each year, to the Town
of Westfield. Each pet shop shall display
on each cage a label stating the name and
address of the animal care facility or animal rescue organization of each animal
kept in the cage.
Section 6-16. Severability.
Section 6-16. Severability.
If any section, subsection, paragraph,
sentence, clause or phrase of this Ordinance shall be declared invalid for any
reason whatsoever, such decision shall
not affect the remaining portions of this
Ordinance, which shall continue in full force
and effect, and to this end, the provisions
of this Ordinance are hereby declared to
be severable.
Section 6-17. Effective Date.
This ordinance shall take effect upon
final passage and publication in accordance with law.
NOTICE
The foregoing ordinance was introduced
at a Regular Meeting of the Town Council
of the Town of Westfield held on March 27,
2018 and was read for the first time. This
ordinance will be further considered for
final passage by said Town Council at the
Westfield Municipal Building, Council
Chambers, 425 East Broad Street,
Westfield, New Jersey 07090 at a meeting
beginning at 8:00 PM on April 10, 2018 or
at any time and place to which such meeting may be adjourned. All persons interested will be given the opportunity to be
heard concerning such ordinance. Copies
of this ordinance are available at the Office
of the Town Clerk, Westfield Municipal
Building, 425 East Broad Street, Westfield,
New Jersey 07090.
Tara Rowley, RMC
Town Clerk
1 T - 3/29/18, The Leader Fee: $156.57
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Holocaust Survivor Shares
Journey With UC Students

FUTURE LEADERS...The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School’s Future Business Leaders of America (SPFHS FBLA) chapter competed in Atlantic City
against over 50 schools. Pictured from left to right are: Zachary Labush, Cheryl
Schneider, Ava Buttigheri, Alexa Anselmo, Nicole Alvarez, Lauren Eck, Mrs.
Bethany Henry, Shannon Persaud, Sandra Abdelmalak, Noah Samms, JanAndre
Castro, and Ryan Eng.

FBLA State Leadership
Conference 2018
ATLANTIC CITY – From March
7 to 9, the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School’s Future Business Leaders of America (SPFHS FBLA) chapter competed in Atlantic City against
over 50 schools.
The SPFHS FBLA chapter had 11
members compete in business topics
varying from financial math, help
desk, and more.
As a chapter, the SPFHS FBLA
was recognized for the following
chapter awards: Website Award of
Merit, March of Dimes Volunteer,
Membership Equalization and an
award for Membership Expansion.
Three students nominated administrators for awards as well: Mrs.
Fitzgibbon was awarded with Outstanding Local Chapter Volunteer and
the adviser of the SPFHS FBLA, Mrs.
Henry, received the Outstanding Local Chapter Adviser Award as well as
her five years of service award.
The conference held workshops in
addition to competitions where students were able to pick a career track
to listen to professionals and college
majors of the given career.
The chapter was also proud to hold
a campaign for sophomore Sandra
Abdelmalak who ran for State Secretary. Although she did not win the
position, it was a great way to involve
all of the chapter and learn more
about leadership positions available
in FBLA.
The conference attendees included:
Nicole Alvarez (Word Processing and
American Enterprise Project), Lauren
Eck (Help Desk and American Enterprise Project), Cheryl Schneider (Insurance and Risk Management), Alexa

Anselmo (Client Services), Ryan Eng.
(Intro to Information Technology),
Shannon Persaud (Business Ethics),
Ava Buttigheri (Client Services),
Noah Samms (Intro to Business Presentation), Sandra Abdelmalak (Intro
to Business Presentation), Zachary
Labush (Accounting One), and John
Castro (Introduction to Public Speaking).
The chapter had four people place
in team and individual events, as well
as three participants making it to the
final round.
Lauren Eck and Nicole Alvarez
placed third in American Enterprise
Day, a project which included writing
a 15-page paper and 10-minute presentation about the American enterprise system and the annual Entrepreneurship Breakfast held by DECA
and FBLA on November 15.
Cheryl Schneider placed fourth in
Insurance and Risk and also received
the Gold Officer Award. For this event,
she had to complete a 100-question
test on insurance and risk management in an hour or less.
Alexa Anselmo placed fifth in Client
Services, an interactive role-playing
event. She was an employee on the
phone with the judges who were asking
questions about the given case study.
Nicole Alvarez placed second in
Word Processing and received the
Gold Member Award. For her individual event, she completed a production test using Word Documents
with specific jobs to complete (i.e.
memos, agendas, business report formatting) in under an hour. She was
the only student from SPFHS FBLA
to qualify for nationals.

Colgate Announces Dean's
Award with Distinction
HAMILTON, N.Y. – Students who
receive a term grade point average of
3.6 or higher while completing at
least three courses during the fall
2017 semester earn the Dean's Award
with Distinction at Colgate University.
Courtney Casale, a member of the
Colgate University Class of 2020, is
a graduate of Westfield High School,
from Westfield. Ms. Casale's current
major is neuroscience.
Lucy Allen, a member of the
Colgate University Class of 2018, is
a graduate of Cranford High School,

from Cranford. Ms. Allen's current
major is mathematical economics.
Jacob Wasserman, a member of the
Colgate University Class of 2018, is
a graduate of Westfield High School,
from Westfield. Mr. Wasserman's current major is geography.
Colgate University is a highly selective residential liberal arts institution distinguished by its commitment
to global engagement, student-faculty research, off-campus study, sustainable practices, and utilizing technology to enhance the teaching and
learning experience.

Local Residents Inducted
Into Phi Kappa Phi
BATON ROUGE, Louis. – The
following Westield residents were recently initiated at Fordham University into The Honor Society of Phi
Kappa Phi, the nation's oldest and
most selective collegiate honor society for all academic disciplines.
Helen Keating, Michelle Lugo and
Megan Pinna.
These residents are among approximately 30,000 students, faculty, professional staff and alumni to be initi-

ated into Phi Kappa Phi each year.
Membership is by invitation only and
requires nomination and approval by
a chapter. Only the top 10 percent of
seniors and 7.5 percent of juniors are
eligible for membership. Graduate
students in the top 10 percent of the
number of candidates for graduate
degrees may also qualify, as do faculty, professional staff and alumni
who have achieved scholarly distinction.

SCOTCH PLAINS – Holocaust
survivor Peter Fleischmann told his
personal story to Mrs. Kathleen
Webber’s English class at Union
Catholic
Holocaust survivor Peter
Fleischmann shared his extraordinary
journey on Thursday when gave a
heartfelt, enlightening, and educational presenation to a group of students at Union Catholic as he detailed
his remarkable path to freedom from
Czechoslovakia to the United States
77 years ago.
Speaking to Kathleen Webber’s
English class, Mr. Fleischmann, now
91 years old, told the story about how
he and his Jewish family avoided
capture and persecution when they
escaped from Nazi-occupied Europe
during the Holocaust, the deadliest
genocide in history.
Mr. Fleischmann was 14 year old
when his parents (Paul and Helene)
and older brother (Henry) left Prague
on March 31, 1941 and embarked on
a 70-day journey that took them from
Prague to France, Spain, Portugal,
Cuba and finally to New York City on
July 11.
During the long ordeal, that included several different train rides

Bernstein Earns
Dean's Award at
Colgate University
HAMILTON, N.Y.– Noah
Bernstein, a member of the Colgate
University Class of 2020, has earned
the Dean's Award for Academic Excellence. Mr. Bernstein is a graduate
of Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School and is from Fanwood. His
current major is economics.
Students who receive a term grade
point average of 3.3 or higher while
completing at least three courses earn
the fall 2017 Dean's Award for Academic Excellence.

RIT Students Named to
Dean's List for Fall Semester
ROCHESTER, N.Y. – The following students at the Rochester Institute
of Technology made the Dean's List
for the fall semester:
Delaney Sciascia of Cranford, who
is in the packaging science program.
Sam Finston of Cranford, who is in
the game design and development
program.
Elise Lloyd of Westfield, who is in

Kennedy Enrolls at
Delaware Valley Univ.
DOYLESTOWN, Penn. – Delaware Valley University is pleased to
announce that Garrett Kennedy, of
Cranford, has enrolled as a new student for fall 2018.
The university will welcome a diverse and talented group of new students to campus this fall.

Simmons College
Tells Dean’s List
BOSTON, Mass. – Charlotte Esteves,
a Cranford resident, was named to the
2017 fall semester dean’s list at
Simmons College in Boston. Their
major is arts administration and music.
To qualify for dean’s list status, undergraduate students must obtain a grade
point average of 3.5 or higher, based on
12 or more credit hours of work in
classes using the letter grade system.

Scotch Plains Residents
Earn Dean’s List at BU
BOSTON, Mass. – Three Scotch
Plains residents have recently been
named to the Dean's List at Boston
University for the Fall semester. Students recognized for this honor include: Hailey L. Rachko, Sabrina J.
Shih and Monica L. Squeri.
Each school and college at Boston
University has their own criterion for
the Dean's List, but students generally must attain a 3.5 grade point
average (on a 4.0 scale), or be in the
top 30 percent of their class, as well
as a full course load as a full time
student.

Interiors So Lovely, You’ll Want to Stay Home
Think “Superior” For:
•
•
•
•

Expert Consultation Services
Space Planning / Room Layouts
Remodeling Services
All Interior Related Products:
Furniture Floor Coverings
Lighting
Window Treatments
Accessorizing & Finishing Touches

and a voyage on a cramped ship to
Cuba, Mr. Fleischmann and his family had just arrived in Spain when
they were nearly sent back to home
because Paul Fleischmann’s name
appeared on a list of people who
fought against the Nationalists during the Spanish Civil War.
“The key to our survival was a
complete stranger who heard what
was happening and came to our assistance,’’ said Mr. Fleischmann, who
raised his family in Scotch Plains and
now lives with is wife Bernice in
Clark. “This stranger put us up for the
night and explained to the police that
weren’t the same family that was on
that list. He was able to convince
them and we remained free. That
stranger saved our lives.’’
Mr. Fleischmann stressed how important it is to help those in need.
“The important part of my whole
story is to be an upstander and not a
bystander,’’ said Mr. Fleischmann.
“Don’t turn a blind eye or a deaf ear
when you see something that isn’t
right. I tell my story to the next generation so that they understand the
importance of taking on responsibility and acting against wrongs in this
world.”
Mrs. Webber said it’s important for
students to hear Mr. Fleischmann’s
story and message.
“We stress to our students to stand
up for those that need help, and he
(Mr. Fleischmann) emphasizes that,’’
said Mrs. Webber. “So I think it’s
important for the students to hear
from someone who experienced having someone stand up for him and his
family.’’
To further educate students about
the Holocaust, Mrs. Webber is a coordinating a trip for several UC students to the Holocaust Memorial
Museum in Washington, D.C. on April
23. The trip is being sponsored by
Holocaust Remembrance Journeys
www.rubellholocaustfoundation.org.

the illustration program.
Drew Russo of Westfield, who is in
the mechanical engineering technology program.
Georgiy Rozenshteyn of Cranford,
who is in the computer science program.
Hayley Howell of Scotch Plains,
who is in the diagnostic medical
sonography program.
Alan Richman of Fanwood, who is
in the computing security program.
Degree-seeking undergraduate students are eligible for Dean's List if
their term GPA is greater than or
equal to 3.400; they do not have any
grades of "Incomplete", "D" or "F";
and they have registered for, and completed, at least 12 credit hours.

LEGAL PERFORMANCE...The cast of Legally Blonde performed in the newly
renovated Roosevelt Intermediate School auditorium (inset). Performance photo
by Donna Pace.

Legally Blonde Marks
Debut Performance at RIS
WESTFIELD – Huge excitement
greeted the first musical in one of
the middle school auditoriums that
recently reopened following their
$3-million refurbishment.
Ticket sales for Legally Blonde at
Roosevelt Intermediate School
(RIS) rocketed by 20 per cent compared to last year’s production as
Westfield residents flocked to see
the results of months of work.
Excited students, parents and
teachers filled the auditorium for
three nights to hear the story, based
on a popular movie, of a California
girl who follows her ex-boyfriend
to Harvard to try to win him back
and finds there is much more to her
than just a pretty face.
Mother-of-three Krista Pinkin,
who is in her ninth year of musicals
at Roosevelt, said: “After eight years
of sitting in creaky wooden seats, it
was such a pleasure to sit back and
enjoy a Roosevelt production in a
comfortable chair. The upgraded
sound system made it possible to
hear all of the performers on stage
from all the seats in the newly-renovated auditorium. I am so pleased
that our students now have a proper
venue to show off all their talents.”
Mrs. Pinkin said those same
creaky seats had been in the auditorium when her husband, Steve, at-

Piatkowski Inducted Into
Hon. Soc. of Phi Kappa Phi
BATON ROUGE, Lous. – Kayla
Piatkowski of Cranford, was recently initiated into The Honor Society of Phi Kappa Phi, the nation's
oldest and most selective all-discipline collegiate honor society. Ms.
Piatkowski is pursuing a degree in
Biology at James Madison University.
Piatkowski is among approximately 30,000 students, faculty, professional staff and alumni to be ini-

tiated into Phi Kappa Phi each year.
Membership is by invitation only
and requires nomination and approval by a chapter. Only the top 10
percent of seniors and 7.5 percent
of juniors are eligible for membership. Graduate students in the top
10 percent of the number of candidates for graduate degrees may also
qualify, as do faculty, professional
staff and alumni who have achieved
scholarly distinction.

The Leader/Times Website
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Subscribe to Our Papers
Change Your Address
Submit a Paid Bulletin
Publish a Photo
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Place an Obituary Notice
Submit a Wedding Announcement
Search Past Editions
Place a Legal Notice
Search Our Video Library

The Westfield Leader
Joanne Womelsdorf, IFDA, ASID allied
Phone: 908.232.3875
www.superiorinteriorsofnj.com

tended the school in the late 1970s
and her mother-in-law, Lois Pinkin
in the early 1960s.
Eight-graders Meredith Shepherd
and Lexie Pace, who were appearing in their third musical at the
school, were enthusiastic about the
changes.
“The auditorium looks beautiful
and I am proud to have participated
in the first RIS production on the
new stage!” said Meredith.
And Lexie added: “I think that
the sound in the new auditorium is a
lot better and it’s nicer because the
old one had writing all over the
seats!”
Drama teacher and director Kim
Jonny commented: “The cast and
crew enjoyed performing in the
newly renovated auditorium! The
new audio system has improved
acoustics. Additionally, audience
members liked the new seats and
house lighting.”
The Board of Education raised
$4-million by the issue of a bond to
finance the much-needed refurbishments at Roosevelt and at Edison
Intermediate School but the final
cost was just over $3.3-million.
Musical fans will be able to see
the Edison auditorium in action
when students present The Sound of
Music.
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GRACEFFO ACE ON MOUND, McGHEE BEHIND PLATE

Cougar Nine Looking to Learn
From Last Year, Move Forward
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Experience can be a good teacher
and Head Coach Dennis McCaffery
hopes that this year’s Cranford High
School baseball team will learn from
the experience of falling just short in
the Union County Tournament (UCT)
finals and the Group 3 Championships game. After losing to Westfield
in the UCT Championship, the Cougars went on to win the North 2,
Group 3 title and Group 3 semifinal
before bowing in an eight-inning classic to Allentown in the Group 3 Championship after a seven-inning scoreless deadlock at Toms River South
High School.
“Last year we were able to have
somewhat of a successful season. We
left two championships on the board,
the counties and the state final, which
is always difficult to have to deal
with. Last year is over. We try to learn

from it and move forward,” Coach
McCaffery stated.
In order to have a successful season, a sturdy relationship between the
pitching staff and the catchers would
be essential. Senior Gordon Graceffo
will head a group on the mound, which
consists of senior Kevin Donovan
and juniors Jeremy Ruka, Jake
VanDamm, Jack Jarrosz and Andrew
Donovan.
“Gordon had a good year last year.
He did a nice job and we have a
couple of other pitchers, who have
varsity experience, so we are hoping
that we are able to be successful. Any
type of success you have during the
season starts with pitching. We are
hoping that our pitchers can throw
strikes, work ahead and be able to
work on both sides of the plate and
have command of the game,” Coach
McCaffery said.
In that classic game against Allen-

town, Graceffo, who will play for
Villanova next year, pitched magnificently for seven innings, allowing only
a two-out triple in the first, hitting a
batter in the fourth and yielding a twoout double in the seventh.
“Gordon is going to be going to
Villanova and I am sure he’s very
excited about that. Gordon is a hard
working young man and he’s really
put in a lot of time on and off the
season in the classroom and in the
weight room. Hopefully he has a successful season here at Cranford and I
am sure when the time presents itself
for Villanova, he will put his focus
there,” Coach McCaffery said.
The Cougars do have two experienced catchers in junior Mike McGhee
and senior Pat Connolly, although
Connolly has and will be expected to
play first base.
“Obviously the catching we are for
CONTINUED ON PAGE 15

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

PUTTING PRESSURE ON THE DEFENSE...Left, a Westfield Blue Devil Lady Laxer puts pressure on several Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Raider defenders and the goalkeeper during a scrimmage game at Kehler Stadium last week.

TEAM CAPTAINS – BOND, PAOLETTI, MORIARTY, SHIELDS

Lady Blue Devils Aim to Take
Another Step Up in Lacrosse
By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Westfield High School girls
lacrosse team returns for the 2018
season hoping to build on the success
of last year. The Lady Blue Devils
finished 10-8 in 2017 under first-year
Head Coach Abby Cohn and were
ranked among the top-20 teams in the

state for much of the season. The Blue
Devils advanced to the semis of the
Union County Tournament where they
lost to Summit, ranked No. 2 in the
state at the time. They also reached
the semis in the North 2, Group 4 state
playoffs before losing to BridgewaterRaritan, another top-5 ranked team
and eventual Tournament of Champi-

ons winner.
The Blue Devils will try to better
those accomplishments without the
services of a number of talented players lost to graduation. Hannah Liddy
(47 goals, 36 assists) will take her act
to the University of Denver. Lila
Hutchins will play at Bates College
CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD COUGAR BASEBALL SENIORS...Pictured, left to right, are: John Markese, Pat Connelly, Gordon Graceffo
and Sean Petrucci. The Cougars open their season at Scotch Plains-Fanwood this Saturday, March 31, at 1 p.m.

SRS – SAM OUTTEN, BILLINGS, LENIART, BEN OUTTEN

Blue Devils Look to Compete
At High Level in Boys V-Ball
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

First year teams usually experience
a rocky road but this year’s Westfield
High School (WHS) boys volleyball
team is looking to compete at a high
level and have good reason to feel
that way. The Blue Devils will be
guided by Head Coach Jay Cook
(WHS Class of 2002), a three-sport
athlete — football, basketball, baseball — who just happened to be quite
proficient in all three.
“Like I spoke to these guys when
we had our entrance meetings and
sign-up meetings, we are behind the
eightball in a sense that a lot of teams
have had this for three, four, five
years, some a little bit longer but my

expectations will never waiver. Any
team that I am ever associated with,
the goal is to win, to win at a high level
and compete at a high level,” Coach
Cook emphasized.
This may be Coach Cook’s first
experience working with a boys volleyball team but he has gained experience working with the girls’ program headed by Bev Torok.
“On the boys side, it’s definitely a
new experience. The girls side with
coach Torok and coach [David]
Tarullo — now the boys JV coach and
the freshman girls coach — it was
really great but now to bring it over to
the boys’ side, it’s a lot faster. There’s
a little more flow to the girls’ game
but this is a lot more explosive and a

lot more powerful,” Coach Cook explained.
This year’s team consists of 14
players, so the addition of coaching
support is much appreciated.
“Coach Tarullo does a great job,
especially when I am working with
the hitters and he’s working with the
defensive specialists or visa versa.
We also have Grace Serafin, who was
a setter on our girls team, who works
with our setters on a daily basis. These
guys really accelerate the learning
proccess at their positions,” Coach
Cook said.
Not all of Coach Cook’s players are
brand new to the game.
“Right now for half the team that
CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BLUE DEVIL VOLLEYBALL SENIORS...Pictured, left to right, are seniors Sam Outten, Cory Billings, Mike Leniart and
Ben Outten, who will lead the first-year Westfield High School boys volleyball team.
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CAPTAINS – WEIGAND, MEUSEL, SANGIACOMO, BROWN

Blue Devil Track Boys Have
Veterans to Lead in All Events
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Optimism with good reasons should
give the Westfield High School boys
track & field team a quick boost this
season. The Blue Devils return a host
of veterans in every event and are
backed by a promising group of underclassmen. Part of that reason for
optimism is the presence of the members of the cross-county team that not
only won the Union County Tournament but also the group section title.
Additionally, two stalwarts, Spencer

led by senior captains Spencer
Weigand, who placed fourth at the
indoor Meet of Champions (MOC),
Matt Meusel, and junior James
McCutcheon. Other key contributors
in the group will be seniors Stuart
Pollock, Daniel Scalia and Jack
Johnson, juniors Ronnie Melao and
Cooper Brennan, sophomores Jon
Givelber, Will Loggia, Zach Spergel
and Kevin Yucetepe, and freshman
Will McGlynn.
Senior co-captain Rob Brown will
head the sprint crew.

zontal jumps will be sophomores
Quinn Priscoe and Nick Rubinetti in
the high jump.
The Blue Devils do have several
veterans leading the throwing events.
“Our throws are led by senior captain Joe SanGiacomo, who is our top
javelin thrower. He is joined by discus returners Bennie Buontempo and
Declan McCauley. Tim Alliegro is
our top returning shot putter. We
have a lot of new faces in this event
area, so we’re excited to get these
guys competing to see what kind of

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GEARING UP FOR THE COMPETITION...The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Raider lacrosse boys work on their skills to
prepare for their season opener against the AL Johnson Crusaders in Clark on March 28.

BRADY LEADS ON ATTACK, PARADA LEADS DEFENSE

Raiders Looking for Maturity
In Boys Lacrosse This Season
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Another step up the ladder of quality was witnessed last year by fans as
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School Raider lacrosse boys, with an
enhanced schedule, proved that they
were able to hold their own against
the stiffest of competition. This year,
however, with the graduation of a
number of talented athletes, the Raiders are looking to mature rapidly with
a large group of underclassmen, who
will be inserted into a lineup headed
by a small number of seniors.
“I am looking forward to the season with a very young group. We have
a small batch of seniors with a heavy
dose of juniors and sophomores. We
will need to mature and mesh to be
successful,” Raider Head Coach Nick
Miceli said.
Last year the Raiders, who finished
with an 11-9 record, proved that they
could compete with the big boys. The
best example of that came in the Union
County Tournament (UCT) semifinals when they took the Westfield
Blue Devils to the limit in an 11-10
thriller. The Blue Devils went on to
win their third straight UCT title. The
Raiders also advanced to the North
Group 3 Tournament semifinals where
they were finally stopped by the Summit Hilltoppers.
But now, the young Raiders must
look for guidance from seniors Jack

Brady, Harrison Parada, Nick Route,
Tom Bruckman and Tommy Ryan.
Brady, who has committed to play
for Wagner College next year, was
the “Master of the Attack”. Last year
he really set the season on fire offensively with a team-leading 49 goals
and 28 assists for 77 points and added
53 ground balls. For his performances,
Brady was named First Team AllDivision.
Parada, a leader on defense,
scooped 69 ground balls last year and
was selected Second Team All-Division. Route will also be on defense.
Bruckman, as the backup goalkeeper
last year, made 26 saves. This year
Ryan will be his backup.
Working with Brady on the attack
will be juniors Noah Costanzo and
Matt Monroy, a midfielder last year,
and sophomore Aidan Guma. Last
year, Costanzo netted 26 goals and a
pair of assists for 28 points and
scooped 24 ground balls.
A junior strong group will make up
the midfield, led by Anthony Porter
and Alex Oslislo, both three-sport
athletes. As a linebacker and running
back on the football team and two
years of varsity on the wrestling team,
Oslislo, as well as Porter, a receiver
on the football team, are well seasoned for the action offered in lacrosse. Last year, Porter was selected
to the Second Team All-Division. Also
in the midfield are Tommy

D. Blair Corbin’s
Raiders
Blue Devils
Cougars

Walk Down Memory Lane
From the archives of The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch PlainsFanwood Times
April 1, 2015: It is early in the
track and field season but the
Westfield High School boys scored
the first blow in earning a 74-65 victory over hosting Scotch PlainsFanwood on April 1. In a meet which
also included Plainfield, the Westfield
boys 4x400 team played a major role
in catapulting the Blue Devils to victory. Josh Capistrano, Nicholas
Antonelli, Will Chandler and Christopher Prasek turned in a great performance in stunning the Raider team

that featured Kobe White and Merlin
Edmonds.
April 1, 2014: April Fools Day
proved to be no joke as offensive
muscle molded the outcome of the
Westfield High School baseball
team’s 9-6 season-opening victory
over host Scotch Plains-Fanwood.
The power hitting came off the bat of
senior shortstop Matt Storcks, the
major contributor at the plate with
seven RBI, including a grand slam
home run in the third inning, a tworun triple in the fourth inning and
finishing with a RBI sacrifice fly in
the fifth inning.

Nakonechny, Ryan Walsh and Jake
Murphy.
Handling the faceoffs will be junior Martin Rogoff and sophomore
Bobby Root.
According to Coach Miceli,
“Midfield should be our strength as
we try to control games between the
lines. We are looking to learn and get
better everyday we are out there.”
In addition to Parada and Route,
juniors Eddie Smith, Gianni CaroEsposito and Ryan Johnson, and
sophomore Mike Difrancesco will
solidify the defense.
“Jack Brady will lead our attack,
three-sport athlete (soccer and hoops).
He will have help from our two top
midfielders Anthony Porter and Alex
Oslislo, who are also two tough threesport athletes for our school. Our
defense will be led by four-year starter
Harrison Parada and highly sought
after junior Ryan Johnson, who has
been a three-year starter,” Coach
Miceli said.
The Raiders opened their season
yesterday, March 28, at AL Johnson
then they will host the Millburn Millers on Tuesday, April 3, at 4 p.m. Next
would be a trip to Cranford’s Memorial Field to do battle with the Cougars on Thursday, April 5, at 4:30.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

JUST WARMING UP...The Blue Devil boys track & field team warms up with a few laps around the track before getting
into the thick of practice at Gary Kehler Stadium on March 23. The Annual Blue Devil Invitational is set for April 21.

Weigand and James McCutcheon,
from the winning distance medley
relay team at last year’s Blue Devil
Invitational return.
“We had a terrific indoor season, so
we are excited for what we can accomplish this outdoor season,” Blue
Devil Head Coach Chris Tafelski said.
“All of our event areas are led by
strong veterans as well as newcomers
looking to make an impact on the
varsity level.”
The distance group is loaded and

“We have a great group of juniors
in Jake Saltzer, Steve Zucker, Ajay
Olson and Jackson O’Brien, who
stepped up big for us this winter,
placing sixth in the Group 4 4x400
relay to advance to the MOC,” Coach
Tafelski added.
Seniors Chris Calimano and Nick
Savorgiannakis will head the hurdle
events.
A lot of new faces will be presenting themselves in the jumping events,
however the top returners in the hori-

impact they can make,” Coach
Tafelski said.
The Blue Devils will begin their
season on Wednesday, April 4, in a
meet against AL Johnson and
Roselle. Next will be a meet with
Governor Livingston and Union
Catholic on Monday, April 9, then
with Cranford and David Brearley
on Monday, April 16. But the big
event will be the Annual Blue Devil
Invitational on Saturday, April 21,
beginning at 9 a.m.

Probitas Verus Honos
April 2, 2013: Nine innings on the
mound was not quite enough for junior pitcher Elena Scarano to pick up
the win, so she decided to blast a solo
home run in the bottom of the ninth
inning to give the softball Blue Devils
a 4-3 victory over the Cranford Cougars in their home opener. Julia
Criscuolo led the Blue Devils with
three singles and an RBI in her four
plate appearances, and Chrissy
Ferraro went 2-for-3 with a double
and two runs scored. Sarah Seitz went
2-for-3 with an RBI and a run scored.
Shortstop Allison Verrelli, who went
3-for-4, drove in all the Cougars’ runs.
Catcher Victoria Mettlin ripped a pair
of singles in four at-bats
April 4, 2013: Great defensive
plays highlighted a fierce rivalry, but
the hosting Summit Hilltoppers held
on to stop the Blue Devil boys lacrosse team, 4-3, in Summit. Blue
Devil senior attacker Jack Flaherty
(one assist), along with junior middies Patrick Decker and Dane Huber,
each netted one goal. Senior
midfielder Matt Webb provided two
assists. Garrett Williamson registered
12 saves.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 17

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ALSO JUST WARMING UP...The Blue Devil girls track & field team warms up with a few laps around the track and appear
to be having some fun before getting into the thick of practice at Gary Kehler Stadium on March 23. As always, the Lady
Blue Devils have plenty of numbers and plenty of talent across the board.

Lady Laxer Blue Devils Aim to Take Step Up
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

and Haley Farella is playing at the
University of Colorado at Boulder.
“We lost eight seniors, five of which
played significant roles on our team
and were a part of our starting lineup,”
said Coach Cohn. “Other than those
five, the rest of our starting lineup are
returners, who will be joined by a
very talented group of newcomers,
some of which are freshman.”
Senior midfielder, Natalie Bond is
expected to lead the way for Westfield
this season. Bound for Stanford after
graduation, Bond is a co-captain, who
scored 17 goals and had one assist as
a junior on her way to second team
All-Conference honors.
Bond will be joined at midfield by
senior Lucy Gretsky and junior
McKenna Edmondson (9 goals, 2 assists). Junior Erin McDonald and
sophomore Mikaela Buoscio provide
depth here.
Senior Paige Radice and juniors

Reading is Good For You

David B. Corbin (April 2015 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

STEALING THIRD BASE...Cougar Pat Knight, No. 8, steals third base in the first inning as Blue Devil Chris Rinaldi catches
the throw. Knight had a key two-run single, made a saving catch in centerfield and stole three bases (April 2, 2015).

goleader.com/subscribe

Olivia Shields and Carley Farella,
along with freshman Liz Healy will
head up the attack. Senior co-captain
Sydney Paoletti returns, as well, after
earning Honorable Mention All-South
Division recognition as a junior. Junior Kellie Leuthold and freshman Ellie
Kate Brown will look to earn playing
time at a crowded and talented position.
The defense will be manned by
seniors Paige Dumont, Catherine
Moriarty, Grace Cash and junior
Claire Yamano. Senior Ashley Gigon
is also in the mix on defense. Freshman Brooke Scheuermann will look
to crack the lineup on defense.
Junior Carlee Swanson will play
goalkeeper. Swanson posted a 9-7
record, while recording 128 saves
and allowing 133 goals between the
pipes last year. Swanson will be
backed by freshman Mia Fleming.
“This season I expect our upperclassmen, specifically our captains,
to lead our team,” said Cohn. “They
have experience on the field and are
great communicators with their teammates. I think that many of our players are able to lead with great communication but also are able to lead by
example, by making plays and using
teamwork. They also have the ability
to encourage each other to be the
absolute best that they can be each
day at practice and in games. Our
captains this season are Natalie Bond,
Catherine Moriarty, Sydney Paoletti,

and Olivia Shields.”
In 2017, Westfield scored its share
of quality wins with victories over
teams like Saddle River Day, Mountain Lakes, Montclair, West Essex
and Chatham. But it was the losses to
top tier teams like BridgewaterRaritan and Summit, as well as several close losses that Cohn will use to
motivate her troops for the coming
season.
“One main goal that I have for the
team this year to strive to improve
since last season, in the sense that we
are need to be able to defeat opponents that we lost by a just a few
goals. I want this team to show how
talented they truly are against opponents that may seem, on the surface,
tough to face. I don’t want this team to
back down from any opponent because of their program’s history or
current rank. I want them to keep their
confidence high. I know that this group
will be able to achieve this goal.”
Cohn expects a pair of familiar
foes to provide the primary competition in county and conference play
again this season.
“In the Union County conference,
we will face both Summit and Oak
Knoll, which are our two top competitors. In our conference, Summit
is the top competitor.”
Westfield kicked of the season on
March 28 with a visit to Oak Knoll.
The home opener is set for Tuesday,
April 3, at 4 p.m. against Moorestown.
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RETURN SCORERS ROMAN, GANLEY, POWER, GESSLIN

Cougar Lady Laxers Return
Plenty of Speed With Talent
By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The 2018 Cranford High School
girls lacrosse team returns hoping to
improve on a 6-11 record posted in
2017 that included a trip to the
quarterfinal round of the NJSIAA
North Jersey, Section 2, Group III
playoffs. Once there, the Cougars were
no match for Summit but the 2018
edition will be better for the experience. This year’s team features a high
number of young but experienced returning players, a handful of All-Conference honorees and a good supply
of athleticism and speed.
“We lost four seniors so most of the
team is returning,” said third year
Cranford Head Coach Samantha Berk.
“We have talent and speed. We have a
strong midfield line with a lot of experience. Our defense also has a lot of
experience and Anna Horne, our
goaltender, looks very strong. The
girls all have a great bond on and off
the field making for good chemistry
on the field.”
The Cougars feature a quartet of
All-Conference honorees returning this
season. Senior midfielders Maggie
Roman and Abby Ganley, along with

super sophomores Grace Power (center) and Alyssa Gesslin (attack) give
the Cougars a nice base of scorers
around which to build their team.
Roman (31 goals 17 assists) and
Ganley (23 goals, 23 assists, 15 ground
balls) anchor the midfield. As a freshman, Power was the unquestioned
star of the offense scoring 43 goals
and contributing 16 assists from her
center position on the field. She scored
three goals and had one assist in
Cranford’s thrilling 12-11 victory over
West Windsor-Plainsboro in th State
Tournament opener last season. Power
figures to be a force in Union County
for the remainder of her career.
Gesslin leads a deep group at the
attack positions. As a freshman,
Gesslin scored 23 goals and had 10
assists. Gesslin will be joined by seniors Caroline Kelly, Lucia Rinaldi,
junior Ellie Rokicki and freshmen
Delaney Bertrand and Karena
Andreassen. These cats can definitely
score but can they be good enough on
defense to compete?
On defense seniors Laura Feeney,
Erin Trojan, Brooke Mason and Brittany Triano are in the mix, along with
junior Sofia Prata. They will be joined

by incoming freshman Erin Esposito
as Berk looks to configure her defensive alignments.
Key to the hopes of any defense is
solid play by its goaltender. Cranford
has junior Anna Horne returning between the pipes. As a sophomore
Horne played every game posting a 611 record, while recording 220 saves
and allowing 209 goals against.
Cranford sets up as a team to watch
in the conference this season. Despite
all the positive signs pointing to improvement this season, Berk knows
that there are areas her players must
improve in of they are to realize their
potential.
“Staying organized on offense,”
says Berk. “We have a ton of talent
but we need to start working and start
playing up each other’s strengths. I
believe that will come as the girls start
playing together more. Every day we
want to get better as a team. We look
at every day as a learning experience
and we want to keep progressing
throughout the season.”
Cranford opened the season against
another conference foe which could
be much improved when they visit
Scotch Plains-Fanwood on March 28.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BRINGING IT UPFIELD...A Lady Raider laxer brings the ball upfield during a scrimmage game with the Westfield Blue
Devils at Gary Kehler Stadium last week. The Raiders envision better days on the horizon this season.

BRETZ, DiLOLLO, MEHORTER, FRIAS TO LEAD CHARGE

Lady Raider Laxers Envision
Better Days on the Horizon
By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

On the surface, the 2017 girls lacrosse season was nothing to write
home about for first year Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School Head
Coach Virginia Weber. The team
posted a 5-13 record, which included
first round exits in both the county
and state tournaments. But if one dig
a little deeper there are signs that the
seeds planted last year could bear
fruit in 2018.
The Lady Raiders lost just four
players to graduation from last
season’s team and feature a surpris-

ingly high total of returning All-Conference performers for a team that
won just five games. This indicates
that the team has talent and that the
rest of the conference knows it. Getting that talent to come together into a
cohesive unit will be key in the hopes
for a successful season.
The Lady Raiders will be led by
All-Conference honorees Amber
Bretz (sr., midfield), Sabrina DiLollo
(sr., midfield), Kelly Mehorter (sr.,
defense) and Sofia Frias (jr., midfield).
With an experienced group of returning players around them, there is every reason to think that Scotch Plains-

Fanwood could move up in this year’s
standings.
“We have a strong senior class we
will look to as well as we hope to see
impacts from a few freshman that
have been brought up to the Varsity
team, as well as transfer student
Maggie Lapolla from Union Catholic,” said Coach Weber. “The leaders
on this year’s team will come from
Amber Bretz, Sabrina Di Lollo and
Kelly Mehorter.”
Bretz had a strong junior season in
which she scored 25 goals, had two
assists and collected 36 ground balls.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

COLDWELL BANKER
Congratulations Westfield East | Top Producers February 2018
David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BLUE DEVIL BOYS LACROSSE CAPTAINS...Pictured, left to right, are seniors Pat McIlroy, Nicky Bond, Jack McCauley
and Jake Wornow, who have been selected team captains of the Westfield High School boys lacrosse team. The Blue Devils
just opened their season yesterday, March 28, against the Delbarton Green Wave at Gary Kehler Stadium in Westfield and
will travel to face Pingry this Saturday, March 31, at 11 a.m. for the Bristol Cup.

McILROY, BOND, McCAULEY, WORNOW NAMED CAPTAINS

TOP AGENT
Frank D. Isoldi

TOP TEAM
Kim Haley Team

Blue Devil Boys Lacrosse Team
Gets Ready for Plenty of Action
The Westfield High School boys
lacrosse team has been preparing for
an action-packed season that just begun on March 28 against the Delbarton
Green Wave at Gary Kehler Stadium.
This Saturday at 11 a.m. the Blue
Devils will be hosted by Pingry in a
battle for the Bristol Cup.
Last year the Blue Devils trailed
Pingry, 5-1, in the third period until
Devon McLane found a chink in
Pingry’s defensive armor and exploited it from that point onward with
three goals and a pair of assists to
eventually give the Blue Devils a 7-6
overtime victory. McLane scored the
winning goal.
The Blue Devils, who finished with
a 10-7 record, also recorded a stinging win over the Summit Hilltoppers
for their third straight Union County
Tournament (UCT) title. In that game,
goalkeeper Jack McCauley made a

key save with two seconds remaining
to preserve the victory. McLane netted a pair of goals and added an assist
and midfielder Nicky Bond contributed a goal and an assist.
This season seniors Pat McIlroy
(defender), Nicky Bond (midfield),
Jack McCauley (goalkeeper) and Jake
Wornow (midfeld) have been selected
team captains and the focus will be
the team working as a single unit with
a very stingy defensive mindset, although they do return several offensive threats.
Last year McLane led in scoring
with 32 goals and 41 assists for 73
points. He also had 19 ground balls.
Bond finished with a team-leading 35
goals and had eight assists for 43
points and added 12 ground balls.
Wornow netted 33 goals and five assists for 38 points and scooped 11
ground balls. Attacker Matt

Rittendale, now a senior, scored 22
goals and added 11 assists for 33
points and scooped 16 ground balls
and midfielder Griffin Aslanian netted nine goals and three assists
In goal last year, McCauley finished with 117 saves and backup
keeper Theo Dardia had 19 saves.
As it has been in the past, there will
be no easy pushover games for the
Blue Devils. After the Pingry showdown, the Blue Devils host the Columbia Cougars on Monday, April 2,
at 4:30 p.m. then they go on the road
to face Rumson-Fair Haven on
Wednesday, April 4, at 6 p.m. A rugged home game against Ridgewood is
on Saturday, April 7, at 11 a.m. then
another road trip to do battle with
Seton Hall Prep is slated for Wednesday, April 11, at 4:30. West Morris
Central will visit Kehler Stadium on
Saturday, April 14, at 2:30 p.m.

Susan Checchio

Jayne Bernstein

Elias Christodoulakis

John Papa

Westfield | $1,699,000
Luxury Awaits! 5BR & BA, Open Plan, wood
millwork, cove lghtng, 3 fps,custom wndws,
fin basmt w/blt in bar & steam room!
Search 3452487 on CBHomes.com

Westfield | $1,225,000
Tme to Enjoy this exceptional 6BR/3+BA home.
Grmt Kit,1st fl lndry, Custom closets thrghout.
Mstr w/terrace ovrlkng Nice yard!
Search 3451940 on CBHomes.com

Westfield | $1,179,000
Sundrenched Col, custom Gunite Pool w/spa
& waterfall surr by a landscaped paradise.
In-Law Suite 1st Fl; 5BRs 2nd fl. 4BA.
Search 3440297 on CBHomes.com

Westfield | $1,099,000
STUNNING 5 Bdrm, 3 full baths, custom COL
Split extensively renovated to perfection for
today's lifestyle! Spacious gem!
Search 3448197 on CBHomes.com

Westfield | $819,900
So much space & natural light in this wonder
ful Colonial.5 BRs, 2 1/2BA, EIK,Basemnt
w/wet bar, rec room & game room.
Search 3453612 on CBHomes.com

Westfield | $769,000
Beautifully maintained 4BR/ 2BA Home.
Bright Modern Kitchen with sep eating area.
updated baths. Nice yard.
Search 3450288 on CBHomes.com

COLDWELLBANKERHOMES.COM WESTFIELD EAST HAS BEEN AMONG THE COMPANY’S TOP OFFICES SINCE 1986.
Westfield East Office 908.233.5555 | 209 Central Avenue | facebook.com/ColdwellBankerWestfield
David B. Corbin (April 2017 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FINDING THE CHINK IN THE ARMOR...With his team trailing, 5-1, Blue Devil sophomore Devon McLane found the
chink in Pingry’s defensive armor to score three goals and add a pair of assists in a 7-6 Westfield victory (April 2017).

CB Home Protection Plan 866.797.4788
Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor agents and are not employees of the Company. The property information herein is derived from various sources that may include, but not be limited to, county records and the Multiple Listing Service, and it may include approximations. Although the information is believed to be accurate, it is not warranted and you should not rely upon it without personal verification. All associates featured are licensed with NJ Department of State as a Broker or Salesperson.©2018 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker
Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker Logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.
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Westfield Tobacco & News

7-11 of Westfield

7-11 of Mountainside

Westfield Mini Mart

Kwick Mart Food Store

Mountain Deli

108 Elm St. (Leader)

1200 South Ave., W. (Leader/Times)

921 Mountain Ave. (Leader)

301 South Ave., W. (Leader)

190 South Ave. (Times)

2385 Mountain Ave. (Times)

7-11 of Garwood

Shoprite Supermarket

King's Supermarket

Baron's Drug Store

Scotch Hills Pharmacy

Wallis Stationery

Krauszer's

309 North Ave. (Leader)

563 North Ave. (Leader)

300 South Ave. (Leader)

243 E. Broad St. (Leader)

1819 East 2nd St. (Times)

441 Park Ave. (Leader/Times)

727 Central Ave. (Leader)

Blue Devil Head Coach Kapner on Verge
Of Win Number 600 in Boys Tennis:
See Bruce Johnson’s Devils Den

Devil’s Den

Could Cant Coach?
Yes, Cant Could
By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

KAPNER ON THE BRINK
Jim Lincoln was the starting center jump start in their eventual 40-point
George Kapner will pick up a hison the 1963 WHS football team, and victory the next day.
a better-than-average swimmer, finAnd that was not the only sweep for toric victory soon. The veteran boys
ishing third in the state in the 100 Cant’s crew at a major competition. tennis coach should get his 600th
butterfly and swimming on a state They swept the top three places at tennis win either next Tuesday at Sumchampion relay for the 1964 state states in 1965 (McCoy, Gass, Schaub), mit, next Wednesday at Mountain
champions that winter.
1966 (Mutz, McLay, Schaub), 1967 Lakes or a week from today against
But there was a time when he con- (Mutz, McLay, Ward), and 1976 Scotch Plains in the home opener at
sidered diving as his sport. He was (Steve Schramm, Ron Posyton, John Tamaques Park.
The only other WHS coach with
among the dozens of Westfield, and Krakora).
area, kids who came under the influAnd in 1968, WHS’s Mutz and Eric 600 coaching W’s in one sport is
ence of Bill Cant, the Westfield Y’s Van Leuven were 1-3 with Berkeley baseball’s Bob Brewster, who passed
diving coach from the mid-1950s into Heights’ Rob Collins (who trained that milestone last spring and brings
the 1970s. Lincoln even dove in some with Cant) second. Again in 1975, 611 wins into this season, his 36th.
Since starting the girls soccer promeets for WHS as a sophomore in Schramm and Krakora were 1-3 and
1962.
Plainfield’s Bob Hone (another Cant gram in the fall of 1980, Kapner has
become the winningest coach in
“He was my first coach in any protégé) was second.
aquatic event,” Lincoln said via email
“Bill was the best fundamental school history with 1,157 W’s in five
last week after learning that Cant had coach I ever had,” said Schramm, a sports over 69 seasons. In addition to
passed away at age 95 on March
16. “I always felt that coach Cant
was the first mentor I had who
truly cared about his athletes. He
made them not only better divers
but better young men as well.”
Among those who stayed in con(May 2017 files) Courtesy of a Friend of Westfield Tennis
stant contact with their old coach
RETURNING UNION COUNTY TOURNAMENT FIRST SINGLES CHAMP...Blue Devil Damien Ruparel defeated
was Steve McCoy, a two-time state
Hilltopper Tom Shurg, 6-3, 6-2, for the UCT first singles crown last year. Ruparel and the Blue Devils will open their season
champion who graduated in 1965.
at Summit on Tuesday, April 3, and hope to return with Coach Kapner’s 600 victory.
As Cant’s condition deteriorated
over the years, McCoy and former
teammates Bruce McLay and Don
Mutz visited their old coach in
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11
Texas. McCoy last saw him in
went to play club, it’s more about man Benton Cummings. Defensive since Day 1 of practice. Unfortunately February 2017.
“He’d been in poor condition
nailing down the technique. For the specialists are junior Alan Souza and with the weather being what it has
other half that is picking up the sport sophomores Danny Andrade, Alex been, our first day of practice was for a long while, so he’s on to a
for the first time is still technique but Joseph, Colm Slevin and Elijah Soh. cancelled then we had three days of better place,” McCoy said. “His
it’s also rules of the game, strategy Opposites (right side hitter) are se- practice cancelled in between then. daughter Barbara said that my last
and how to utilize their skill sets and niors Mike Leniart and Ben Outten We are struggling with that but every visit was one of the last times he
understanding their positions,” said and sophomores Tyler Devitt and Alan day they come, they are willing to learn really seemed in good spirits.”
“It’s a sad day,” Mutz said.
Coach Cook, who added, “Some are Solovey. Setters are junior Miguel and are giving us a whole lot of effort.
Back in another lifetime, Westfield Y diving coach Bill Cant instructs Bob Schreck at the Rooke Poole. Schreck
used to playing Phys Ed where it’s I Gallego-Carvajal and Etan Zeller- I certainly think that will help us then
stay in one position and play every- MacLean. Freshman Dan Shakal will we will see what the competition is like McCoy was part of a quartet of was the 1961 Union County champion and finished second in the state. Also pictured
around the county,” Coach Cook said. Cant’s divers who almost won the (from left) are future standouts Jeff Schaub, Don Mutz, Kip Reed, Rob Collins, Steve
where. Now it’s specified that you are be an outside hitter.
The Blue Devils performed well in
The Blue Devils open their season 1965 Eastern Interscholastic McCoy, Tom Smith and Mike Ward.
a middle blocker, you are a outside
hitter and understanding what those a recent scrimmage, winning two of with an away trip on Tuesday, April 3, Championships by themselves. On
are. That’s where having coach Tarullo three games, but an unavailability of to face the Summit Hilltoppers at 4 Friday of the two-day meet, McCoy, three-time state champion. “Bill’s 599 in boys tennis, he has 280 in boys
and Grace too is great because we can practice locations due to weather has p.m. Their home opener will be against Terry Gass, Mike Ward and Jeff daughter Barbara and I are Facebook soccer, 194 in girls soccer, and 42
Scotch Plains-Fanwood on Thursday, Schaub finished an unheard-of 1-2-3- friends. The Cants actually lived di- each in girls basketball and boys swimdivide and conquer and take six, seven impeded progress.
ming.
4, giving WHS’s swimmers a huge rectly behind our house.”
“We have really taken a lot of strides April 5, at 4 p.m.
kids at a time instead of 14 kids.”
This will be Kapner’s 28th boys
The list of high-caliber divers
Some of the club players are: junior
coached by Cant is staggering. The tennis team. They’ve won five state
outside hitter (OH) Julian Trott,
following WHS divers were coached Group 4 titles, including a magical
sophomore setter Doug DeFigueiredo,
for at least part – if not all – of their run from 2007-10, when they won
junior outside hitter Alfredo Cardenascareer by Cant, and placed top three 121 of 127 matches, captured four
Caceres and sophomore setter/defenCONTINUED FROM PAGE 13
straight Group 4 titles, and reached
at counties and/or states:
sive specialist (DS) David Broughton
Pete Wilday (’58), county runnerup
four straight MOC finals, winning
Bretz, an aggressive player, sets up as Brigit Jacob also figure prominently sics in her first year at the helm of the
to name a few.
Jack Smart (’59), county runnerup
twice. Last year’s team was 24-3.
“Julian Trott played for Atlantic the top returnee in a very strong at the position.
Raider program. Now in her second
Rick Wells (’60), state and county
Damien Ruparel, a battle-tested
The defense will be led by Mehorter. year at the wheel, Weber has some champ
Valley as well as Doug DiFigueiredo. midfield position. She will be joined
senior with two years at No. 2 singles
Bob Schreck (’61), state runnerup
Alfredo Cardenas-Caderes and David by DiLollo, who tallied 36 goals and As a junior Mehorter won 28 ground specific goals for her team moving
and county champ
and a strong junior year at No. 1, will
Broughton have all taken the initia- scooped up 32 ground balls to give balls on her way to All-Conference forward.
McCoy (’65), two-time state
lead this year’s squad. Matt Bartok,
tive and and got better. They really the Raiders a formidable scoring recognition. Juniors Kate Jackmin and
“Some goals include improving our andSteve
county champ; Y National champ
who played first doubles as a freshimproved their skills from last year. combo. Frias rounds out the talent at Abby Saperstein will join Mehorter record from last season, working toTerry Gass (’65), two-time state and
man but missed last year with an inIt’s made a huge difference. The goal the position. Frias scored 14 goals on the defense. Junior Libby Daniskas gether as a team with the drive and county runnerup
Jeff Schaub (’66), county champ
jury, is battling Matt Su, Jacob
will set up in goal for Scotch Plains- intensity to win games, giving 100
is hopefully we get 10 kids who want and had one assist last season.
two-time state third place
Tananbaum and freshman Sebastian
While the midfield is loaded with Fanwood this season. As a sopho- percent effort all the time, making andGibby
to play club because they go from not
Gibson (’66), county
Wroe for the other two singles spots.
knowing anything to it becoming a talent, the Raiders can boast of vet- more, Daniskas gained valuable ex- everyone feel a part of the team. All of runnerup
The doubles lineup will definitely
Bruce McLay (’67), Eastern
matter of reacting,” Coach Cook ex- eran experience at the attack posi- perience in posting a 1-1 mark, while the teams in our conference give us
tions. Senior Erica Paprocki (18 goals, recording 16 saves and allowing three good games, so we are always chal- runnerup, two-time state runnerup; Y include veterans Rob Faktor and Dave
plained.
National champ
Sprung, with Jai Sharma and Brad
Others on the roster vying for posi- 4 assists) and Kerry Regan (7 goals, 1 goals. Daniskas appears ready to step lenged and see them all as a threat.”
Mike Ward (’67), two-time county
Hornbeck in the mix.
tions are: middle blockers (MB) se- ground ball) return, along with junior into the full time role as lead goalThe Raiders opened their season champ
“This team expects to repeat as
Don Mutz (’68), three-time state
niors Cory Billings and Sam Outten, Anna Ciarrocca (7 goals, 3 assists). keeper this season.
on March 28 when they hosted the
champ; Y National runnerup
sectional champions and believes it
Weber helped establish some ba- Cranford Cougars.
sophomore Liam Jackson and fresh- Sophomores Catherine Buren and
Eric Van Leuven (’70), county
can recapture the Group 4 title,” said
champ and state runnerup
PUBLIC NOTICE
PUBLIC NOTICE
PUBLIC NOTICE
PUBLIC NOTICE
Kapner, whose most recent Group 4
Morgan Harrison (’70), two-time
Down Payment Appropriated
$ 10,250
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
title was in 2016.
county runnerup
Bonds and Notes Authorized
$ 204,750
Ham Riddle (’70), state champ
MURRAY RETIRES
NOTICE OF PENDING BOND ORDINANCE AND SUMMARY
Period of Usefulness
15 years
Bruce Cant (’72), two-time county
AJ
Murray’s
dream of being a maORDINANCE NO. 2018-11
champ and state runnerup
E. Acquisition of new traffic calming signs and signals, and undertaking of traffic calming
jor leaguer ended last month after he
Steve
Tourtellotte
(’73),
county
improvements at various locations, for pedestrian safety.
The bond ordinance, the summary terms of which are included herein, was introduced
was released by the Biloxi Schuckers
champ and state runnerup
and passed upon first reading at a meeting of the Township Council of the Township of
Appropriation and Estimated Cost
$ 31,800
Glenn Buttermore (’75), county
of the Class AA Southern League. He
Scotch Plains, in the County of Union, State of New Jersey, on March 20, 2018. It will be
Down Payment Appropriated
$ 1,515
runnerup
further considered for final passage, after public hearing thereon, at a meeting of the
is now working in New York City’s
Bonds and Notes Authorized
$ 30,285
Chab Betz (’75), county third place
Township Council to be held at its meeting room in the Township Hall, 430 Park Avenue,
Flatiron District.
Period of Usefulness
10 years
Steve
Schramm
(’76),
three-time
Scotch Plains, New Jersey, on April 17, 2018 at 7:00 P.M. During the week prior to and
After playing four years at Georgia
state
champ;
Y
National
champ
F. Undertaking of the following building improvements: (i) Southside Fire House –
up to and including the date of such meeting copies of the full ordinance will be available
John Krakora (’77), state champ
Tech, he was signed as an undrafted
HVAC and building security improvements, interior renovations; and (ii) Northside Fire
at no cost and during regular business hours, at the Clerk’s office for the members of the
and two-time county runnerup
House – building security improvements, interior renovations. It is hereby determined
general public who shall request the same. The summary of the terms of such bond
free agent by the Minnesota Twins in
Ron Posyton (’78), state champ and
and stated that said public buildings being improved are of “Class B” or equivalent
ordinance follows:
2015. He was released by the Twins
two-time
county
champ
construction as defined in Section 22 of the Local Bond Law.
TITLE: BOND ORDINANCE TO AUTHORIZE THE MAKING OF VARIOUS
after the 2017 season and picked up
Mike Smith (’79), county champ and
Appropriation and Estimated Cost
$ 100,000
PUBLIC IMPROVEMENTS AND THE ACQUISITION OF NEW ADDITIONAL
state runnerup
by the Milwaukee Brewers. After only
Down Payment Appropriated
$ 4,765
OR REPLACEMENT EQUIPMENT AND MACHINERY, NEW INFORMADoug Brugger (’81), county
playing three games last summer, he
Bonds and Notes Authorized
$ 95,235
TION TECHNOLOGY EQUIPMENT, NEW ADDITIONAL FURNISHINGS
runnerup
Period of Usefulness
15 years
AND NEW AUTOMOTIVE VEHICLES, INCLUDING ORIGINAL APPARAMcCoy, Mutz and Schramm are in was reassigned to the Schuckers and
TUS AND EQUIPMENT, IN, BY AND FOR THE TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH
G. Acquisition of new additional or replacement equipment and machinery for the use
the
Westfield Athletic Hall of Fame as released earlier this month.
PLAINS, IN THE COUNTY OF UNION, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, TO
He was a Midwest League All-Star
of the Fire Department consisting of (i) extrication equipment and (ii) self-contained
individuals. Gass, Schaub, Gibson,
APPROPRIATE THE SUM OF $1,811,000 TO PAY THE COST THEREOF,
breathing apparatus equipment.
in
2016, hitting a home run in the allTO MAKE A DOWN PAYMENT, TO AUTHORIZE THE ISSUANCE OF
McLay, Ward, Van Leuven, Harrison,
star
game. Murray had a three-year
BONDS TO FINANCE SUCH APPROPRIATION AND TO PROVIDE FOR
Riddle and Bruce Cant are all on
Appropriation and Estimated Cost
$ 194,000
THE ISSUANCE OF BOND ANTICIPATION NOTES IN ANTICIPATION OF
minor
league batting average of .244,
Down Payment Appropriated
$ 9,240
teams that are in the WAHOF (or will
THE ISSUANCE OF SUCH BONDS.
with
14
home runs.
Bonds and Notes Authorized
$ 184,760
be after the Nov. 19 induction of the
Period of Usefulness
10 years
The purposes, appropriations and bonds/notes authorized in this multipurpose
A four-year starter at WHS for coach
1969
and
1970
teams).
bond ordinance are as follows:
H. Acquisition of new information technology equipment and new additional furnishings
Cant coached 12 divers who won Bob Brewster, Murray graduated in
for the use of the Fire Department consisting of (i) computers, (ii) office furniture and (iii)
SCHEDULE OF IMPROVEMENTS, PURPOSES AND AMOUNTS
state championships. That’s on a par 2011 with a career .461 batting averprinters.
A. Undertaking of the following improvements: (i) planning and design phase for road
with Hall of Fame wrestling coach age. He set school records for runs
Appropriation and Estimated Cost
$ 25,000
improvements and (ii) the 2018 Road Improvement Program at various locations, as set
Gary Kehler, who had 11 state cham- (52), hits (54) and home runs (9) in a
Down Payment Appropriated
$ 1,900
forth on a list on file with the Township Clerk and hereby approved and incorporated herein
season, and runs (125) and doubles
pions.
Bonds and Notes Authorized
$ 23,100
by this reference thereto. Depending upon the contract price and other exigent
Period of Usefulness
5 years
circumstances, and upon approval by the Township Council, there may be additions to
The 1-meter diving boards in the (39) for a career. (Most of the other
or deletions from the list referred to in clause (ii) of the preceding sentence. It is hereby
YMCA’s Rooke and Wallace pools school hitting records were set by his
I. Installation of a prefabricated bathroom building at Brookside Park. It is hereby
determined and stated that the roads being improved are of “Class B” or equivalent
determined and stated that said public building being installed will be of “Class B” or
are long gone, as is the 3-meter diving older brother Mike.)
construction as defined in Section 22 of the Local Bond Law (Chapter 2 of Title 40A of the
AJ was all-state three years in baseequivalent construction as defined in Section 22 of the Local Bond Law.
tower in Wallace. That’s where Cant
New Jersey Statutes Annotated, as amended; the “Local Bond Law”).
ball,
including New Jersey Player of
Appropriation and Estimated Cost
$ 143,600
spent thousands of tireless, after-work
Appropriation and Estimated Cost
$ 585,000
the
Year
as a senior, and also first
Down Payment Appropriated
$ 6,840
hours fine-tuning a generation of
Down Payment Appropriated
$ 27,860
Bonds and Notes Authorized
$ 136,760
team all-state in football.
Bonds and Notes Authorized
$ 557,140
divers
for
competition
all
over
the
Period of Usefulness
30 years
NEW SPORT DEBUTS
Period of Usefulness
10 years
Eastern seaboard. Sadly, he is unJ. Undertaking of the following park and recreation improvements: (i) construction of
The
first-year boys volleyball team
B. Undertaking of electrical system improvements at Town Hall in order to allow for use
known to current WHS sports fans,
pathways and parking lot improvements at Frazee House Park and (ii) installation of an
will
play
its first varsity game next
of generator power. It is hereby determined and stated that said public building being
and long forgotten by most others.
ADA-compliant playground area at Brookside Park.
improved is of “Class B” or equivalent construction as defined in Section 22 of the Local
Tuesday
at
Summit. The first home
There are literally hundreds of people
Appropriation and Estimated Cost
$ 263,600
Bond Law.
match
for
coach
Jay Cook’s guys is a
who have attended meets at the Y
Down Payment Appropriated
$ 12,555
Appropriation and Estimated Cost
$ 33,000
week from today against Scotch
Bonds and Notes Authorized
$ 251,045
since
the
boards
came
down
that
have
Down Payment Appropriated
$ 1,575
Period of Usefulness
15 years
no idea the diving powerhouse that Plains; first serve is at 4 p.m.
Bonds and Notes Authorized
$ 31,425
———————————————————————————
Period of Usefulness
15 years
WHS and WY was; they were truly
Reading is Good For You
Aggregate Appropriation and Estimated Cost
$1,811,000
the lords of the boards.
C. Acquisition of new automotive vehicles, including original apparatus and equipment,
Aggregate Down Payment Appropriated
$ 87,000
for the use of the Department of Public Works (“DPW”) consisting of (i) a dump truck with
But
Bill
Cant,
who
moved
into
Aggregate Amount of Bonds and Notes Authorized
$1,724,000
plow and (ii) a pickup truck with plow.
Westfield the year after Bob
Grants (if any) Appropriated: $-0Appropriation and Estimated Cost
$ 220,000
Clotworthy took WHS diving to the
Section 20 Costs: $112,600
Down Payment Appropriated
$ 10,500
ultimate – an Olympic gold medal in
Useful Life: 12.60 years
Bonds and Notes Authorized
$ 209,500
Australia – continues to be on the
This Notice is published pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:2-17.
Period of Usefulness
5 years
minds of those he coached.
BOZENA LACINA, RMC
D. Acquisition of new additional or replacement equipment and machinery for the use
Township Clerk
“I’m sure all of Bill’s divers will
of the DPW consisting of (i) an air compressor, (ii) a tractor with brush mower attachment
Township of Scotch Plains
forever be indebted for all he did for
and (iii) a heavy duty mower.
County of Union
us,” McCoy said. “He truly shaped
State of New Jersey
Appropriation and Estimated Cost
$ 215,000
goleader.com/subscribe
our lives.”
1 T - 3/29/18, The Times
Fee: $220.32

Blue Devils to Compete at High Level in V-ball

SPF Lady Raider Laxers Envision Better Days
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Cougar Nine Looking to Learn from Last Year
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

tunate enough to have several who
are good catchers. We are hoping
between our pitching and catching,
we will be able to keep us in all the
ball games,” Coach McCaffery said.
Several veterans return to occupy
the infield positions, which includes
Connolly (first), junior Tyler Szczech
(shortstop) and junior Mike Meola
(third).
“We had a bunch of kids who were
on that team that played in the county
final and the state final. We are hoping that type of experience they can
carry over to this year. Pat Connolly
has two years, Tyler Szczech had a
good year last year and Mike Meola,
as well. Here at Cranford, we want
everybody to contribute. We want
them to know that they have value,
that everybody has a role here. That’s
the way we’ve always done it and
that’s the way we will continue to
do,” Coach McCaffery expressed.
Senior Sean Petrucci and sophomore Jake DeClerico will play second. Also in the mix are sophomore
Jack Jarrosz (shortstop) and junior
Chris Guiditta (third).
“We want them to really stress making routine plays consistently, give
them three outs in an inning and just
making sure that we play fundamen-

tally sound baseball. Focus on knowing where the ball goes when the ball
is hit to you and in the infield knowing
what to do. And give each team that
we are playing only 21 outs per game,”
Coach McCaffery added.
Junior Jamie Shriner, known as an
offensive threat in his third year varsity, will occupy right field.
“Jimmy is a three-sport athlete, really a good kid, a hard-working kid
and we are hoping he will continue to
have success on the baseball field.
He’s a gamer,” Coach McCaffery
commented.
In centerfield would be junior
Deandre Fieldhouse and sophomore
Mike Murphy. Senior John Markese
and sophomores Connor Katz (also
third base) and Joe Meola are expected to patrol leftfield.
The turf field has its advantages,
especially early in the season, but are
there any disadvantages?
“I know we are able to practice
when there’s snow on other fields, so
I would take the situation where we
play on a field where we have to
adjust only one time. I know where
there are other teams that are struggling to get outside. We are fortunate
to get this field. It was a community
effort that a lot of people worked

together to make this field a possibility. We are very appreciative of it and
we are very happy. We will adjust to
any field we have to play on when the
time presents itself,” Coach
McCaffery said.
The Cougars will not be shy offensively.
“We are hoping that everybody has
productive at-bats and are good in situational hitting. We want to make sure
that we put the ball in play and we are
always putting pressure on the opponent,” Coach McCaffery commented.
Speaking of pressure, “We are going to be aggressive. You don’t score
from first base. You have to be active.
We have some kids who can run. To
be a good baserunner, you don’t have
to be fast. You have good instincts.
You have to be able to read,” Coach
McCaffery pointed out.
The Cougars will plunge right into
the rivalry thing with a road trip to
Scotch Plains-Fanwood on Saturday,
March 31, at 4 p.m. for the season
opener then they will host Westfield
on Thursday, April 5, at 4 p.m.
“This year’s team so far has been
working hard and we are trying to get
ready for our first game this season
with Scotch Plains on March 31,”
Coach McCaffery said.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MOVING OVER TO SHORTSTOP...Raider senior Sam Schetelich, center, who played second base last year will shift to
play shortstop this season (May 2017 files against New Providence).

WILKINSON NO. 1 ACE ON MOUND, SPEED ON BASES

Baseball Raiders to Face Huge
Challenges Right off the ‘Bat’
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

KEEPING THE RUNNER HONEST...Cougar first baseman Pat Connelly keeps a Millburn Miller base runner honest
during a scrimmage game at Memorial Field in Cranford last week.

“Be Prepared” has been a Boys
Scout motto and this year’s Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School baseball team must take heed with a schedule that begins with face-to-face showdowns against three of the toughest
rivals in the state. Poor weather has
not helped but the Raiders must be
prepared to open their season at home
this Saturday, March 31, at 1 p.m.
against the Cranford Cougars, who
won the North Jersey, Section 2, Group
3 title last year and the Group 3 semifinal before losing an eight-inning
thriller to No. 2 Allentown in the
Group 3 Championship game.
But that is not all! Next the Raiders
travel to Westfield on Tuesday, April
3, to battle with the Blue Devils, who
won the Union County Tournament
(UCT) last year. Then on Thursday,
April 5, at 4 p.m. the Raiders will host
the Governor Livingston Highlanders, last year’s Central Jersey, Group
2 Champions.

Last year the Raiders advanced to
the UCT semifinals and the North
Jersey, Section 2, Group 4
quarterfinals and finished with a 1710 record. The Raiders recorded some
key victories, such as a 9-3 win over
Westfield, a 3-2 win over Watchung
Hills and a 6-0 win over Hunterdon
Central but did experience a pair of
heartbreaking, 3-2, setbacks to the
Cranford Cougars, the second one
being in the UCT semis.
This year’s Raiders will have some
tough shoes to fill with the graduation
of a host of seniors, including standout
shortstop Peter Warren, standout
catcher Peter Yarem, speedster Jake
Canavan and ace pitcher Timmy
Geissel.
“Replacing Peter Yarem and Peter
Warren will be no small task. Behind
the plate junior Michael Dieu [who
saw some time last year] and freshman Matt Syvertsen are giving each
other some great competition. At
shortstop, senior Sam Schetelich and
junior Jonathan Ramos are compet-

ing,” Raider Head Coach Joe Higgins
said.
Last year, Schetelich was pretty
much a regular in the starting lineup
and went 13-for-51 for a .255 batting
average (BA), had four doubles and
both team’s home runs, while adding
12 RBI and 10 runs scored. Ramos
saw limited time and finished with a
.333 BA with nine hits, seven runs
scored and four RBI. Dieu had a .273
BA. Also in the mix for catcher is
junior Eric Refinski.
“Ramos is just returning from an
injury. Each of them is looking good
at short, and whoever does not play
short will compete with juniors Josh
Canavan [who also plays outfield]
and Tyler Stines at third. Most of
these guys are interchangeable to a
degree and could compete with sophomore Dean Kirian at second base,”
Coach Higgins explained.
Returning starter junior Patrick
Downey will occupy an outfield position. Last year Downey went 16-forCONTINUED ON PAGE 16

Marketing New Jersey Real Estate at the Highest LevelSM
Connect with Us!

928 Columbus Avenue, Westfield

$600,000

33 Merker Drive, Edison

$429,000

227 Kings Court, Mountainside Boro

®

$848,000

This charming 3 bedroom Dutch Colonial has many notable upgrades. Featuring a spacious
living room with functioning wood burning fireplace, formal dining room, a kitchen that
includes custom butcher block counters and stainless steel appliances, custom french doors
leading to the private backyard patio.Close to Manor Park Pool and centrally located between
Garwood and Westfield Train Stations.

Nestled in the desired Heights section of Edison lies a bright and spacious 4 bedroom home
with hardwood floors flowing throughout, featuring 2 and a half bathrooms, large family room
& eat in kitchen. The sizeable backyard is perfect for entertaining guests all summer long.

Sunlit and spacious Colonial with lovely first floor master suite and three second floor
bedrooms with en-suite baths. Well laid-out first floor: the generous Living Room with
fireplace opens to the family room with a wall of windows. There are three second floor
bedroom suites, all with full baths and walk-in closets. Adding to your living space is a finished
basement with rec, exercise & game rooms and much more!

834 Johnston Drive, Watchung

366 New Dover Road, Colonia

640 Fairfield Ave, Kenilworth

$2,200,000

This architectural masterpiece offers sweeping views of the NYC skyline. Within, a new State
of The Art Kitchen appliances design complements an open floor plan creates a resort style
ambiance, sustained by endless washes of natural sunlight and old world craftsmanship. There
are too many amenities to list. Endless possibilities for entertaining. Nearby shopping, golf, and
gourmet dining. Minutes to NYC.

$659,000

Beautiful timeless details the interior is composed of a quiet elegance mingled with gracious
indulgences. Newer hardwood floors lay a foundation highlighted by classic molding,
handsome window arrangement and period details such as Dutch and “peek-a-boo” doors. The
generous master suite boasts a dressing area with three closets and a full bath. There are three
additional bedrooms with en-suite baths, all on the second floor and too many features to list.

200 North Avenue East | Westfield, New Jersey 07090 | Office 908.654.6666 | prominentproperties.com
Regional Offices Serving Northern and Central New Jersey

$312,000

This cozy, nicely landscaped and well maintained Cape Cod home is a perfect condo
alternative. With updated electric, gas furnace, hot water heater, vinyl siding and windows
the over-sized lot is on a dead-end street close to local schools, shopping, dining and major
highways. Large deck, double size blacktop driveway and shed included.

Living in New Jersey is a Genius DecisionTM
Each office is independently owned and operated
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Team 8 Tosses Throwbacks
For FSPY Men’s 30+ Crown

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WORKING INTO THE ROTATION...Raider senior Jake Friedman, who experienced mound time last year, looks to work
his way into the rotation again this season (May 2017 files against New Providence).

Raiders Face Huge Challenges Right off ‘Bat’
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 15

57 (.281 BA) with two doubles, two
triples, six RBI and nine runs scored.
He also swiped seven bases, so he
adds some speed.
“In the outfield, our frontrunners
for playing time are junior Willie
Gale, who is having a great March, as
well as senior Patrick Downey, who
was a regular starter last year,
Canavan, and junior Patrick
Cuccurullo, who may be our
program’s most improved player, as
well as senior Matt Zucker and junior
PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that the following Ordinances were passed
on first reading by the Township Council of
the Township of Scotch Plains, County of
Union, New Jersey on the 20th of March
2018, and that said Ordinances will be
considered for final adoption at a meeting
of the said Township Council to be held in
the Council Chambers, 430 Park Avenue,
on the 17th day of April 2018 at 7:00 p.m.,
at which time and place a public hearing
will be held prior to final passage of said
Ordinances and all interested persons will
be given an opportunity to be heard concerning the same. Copies of said Ordinances can be obtained from the Township Clerk’s Office at any time prior to final
adoption at no cost to any member of the
general public who requests same.
ORDINANCE 2018-9
ORDINANCE TO EXCEED
THE MUNICIPAL BUDGET
COST OF LIVING ALLOWANCE AND TO ESTABLISH A
CAP BANK WHEN THE COLA
IS EQUAL TO OR LESS THAN
2.50 PERCENT (N.J.S.A.
40A:4-45.14)
ORDINANCE 2018-10
ORDINANCE AMENDING
SECTION 7.3 (BILLING) IN
CHAPTER XII (SEWER AND
WATER) OF THE REVISED
GENERAL ORDINANCES OF
THE TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH
PLAINS.
BOZENA LACINA, RMC
Municipal Clerk
1 T - 3/29/18, The Times
Fee: $36.21

PUBLIC NOTICE
SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD
BOARD OF EDUCATION
COUNTY OF UNION, NEW JERSEY
ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby given that
sealed bids will be received by the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education (The
District), in the County of Union, for the
furnishing of the hereinafter described labor, material and equipment for Proposed
Roofing Replacements - Coles ES,
McGinn ES, Park MS, and Terrill MS,
Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076 (hereinafter, the “Project”) and opened and read
in public at the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education Offices, 512 Cedar
Street, Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076
on April 13, 2018, at 10:00 a.m. prevailing time. Bids to be received for this work
shall be Combined/Lump Sum Bids for all
the work required.
Bidding Documents may be examined
at the office of Potter Architects, L.L.C.,
410 Colonial Avenue, Union, New Jersey
07083, during business hours. A copy
thereof may be procured in person only on
or after March 29, 2018, at the Architect’s
office for the purpose of bidding. Bidders
shall notify the Architect in advance prior to
obtaining bidding documents (Plans and
Project Manual) by calling Potter Architects (908-686-2547). Documents will not
be mailed. Cash or check to the order of
said Architect in the sum of $100 (compact disk) or $175 (hard copy) is required, which is non-refundable. Neither
Owner nor Architect assumes any responsibility for errors, omissions, or misinterpretations resulting from the use of incomplete sets of Bidding Documents, or copies
of Bidding Documents obtained in electronic media form, internet plan rooms or
other internet plan sites, or copies of Bidding Documents obtained from any source
other than the Architect’s Office.
All bids must conform to the Project
Manual. Bids must be made on standard
bid forms in the manner designated by the
Project Manual, must be enclosed in sealed
envelopes bearing the name and address
of the bidder, the contract being bid on the
outside thereof, addressed to Owner and
should be delivered in person to the Owner.
Owner will not be responsible for bids sent
by mail or delivery service.
There will be a Pre-Bid Meeting at
Coles Elementary School located at 16
Kevin Road, Scotch Plains, New Jersey on April 2, 2018 at 9:00 a.m. prevailing time, for the purpose of observing the
work site, discussing the bid documents
and expected procedures, and to review
questions posed by Bidders. Following the
meeting at Coles Elementary School, all
schools in this bid will be visited. Attendance at the Pre-Bid Meeting is strongly
encouraged, but not mandatory.
Each bid shall be accompanied by the
following:

Angelo DiNizo,” Coach Higgins said.
Senior Anthony DiNizo is returning from a knee injury that has forced
him to give up catching, so he is
expected to play first base. Junior
Patrick Dembiec, who is injured,
should return in late April.
The Raiders’ ace pitcher will be
junior Danny Wilkinson, who in 49
innings, had a 1.31 ERA, walked 22,
struck out 46 and finished with a 4-3
record last year. Wilkinson was selected for the Union-Essex Underclassman All-Star Game and the Garden
State Underclassman All-Star game.
“Danny Wilkinson, our number 1
pitcher, is swinging a good bat and
should see time there as well,” Coach
Higgins added.
Senior Nick McCormack also saw
plenty of action on the mound with 23
innings and finished with a 4-1 record
(3.65 ERA), which included 11 walks
and 14 strikeouts. Other expereinced
pitchers include seniors Matt Kipp,
Erik Kaufman, Jake Friedman and
Derek Cappadoccia, who according

to Coach Higgins, “has shown tremendous improvement on the mound
as well and may earn a spot in the
rotation.”
Competing for innings will also be
juniors Charles Widder, Miles Owens,
and Nick Merkel.
As far as a batting order, “Gale or
Canavan will likely lead off. Kirian has
been hitting 2 in the scrimmages, and
Ramos may be 2 or 3. If I had to guess
right now, I’d say DiNizo, Dieu,
Wilkinson and Schetelich could be hitting in the middle of the order, while
Downey is in the mix at the top as well.”
Once on the base paths, “Josh
Canavan might be as fast as his brother
but it is close. Willie Gale is just as
fast if not faster. Downey, Kirian,
Ramos and Zucker all have great speed
as well. Speed is going to be a strength
for us,” Coach Higgins expressed.

(Scotch Plains) It may not have
been a foregone conclusion, but the
2017-18 Fanwood-Scotch Plains “Y”
Men’s 30+ Basketball League title
game figured to be a coronation for
the top-seeded team in the tournament, who had galavanted through its
first 14 games nearly unscathed (their
only blemish being a Week 7 forfeiture). However, as a wise sports sage
once said, “that’s why they play the
game.”
Team 8 54, Throwbacks 49: In a
dramatic, and somewhat unpredicted
conclusion to another scintillating
season of hoops, the upstart No. 6
seed Team 8 thrilled a standing room
only gymnasium, by knocking off the
vaunted 1 ranked Throwbacks to capture the FSPY CHIP.
The two opponents had met twice
during the regular campaign, with the
Throwbacks prevailing by double digits on each occasion. From the opening tip on Championship Sunday,
though, it was evident that Team 8
was prepared to spoil TB’s anticipated celebration, and create a
storybook ending of its own.
Behind the all-around tenaciousness of “OG” Omar Glover (15 pts, 6
rebs), marksmanship of diaper dandy
Brendan Ryan (13 and 5), and inside
presence of super soph Chris Burke
(12 and 5), the underdog T8 shot out
to a 32-28 margin at the intermission.
Throwbacks Capt. Jamal Berry, the
league’s ultimate warrior, seeking his
third 30-and-over crown, helped keep
matters close, as did teammate Terry
Stephens, who dropped in all 8 of his
tallies during the first half.
Defense reigned in stanza two, as
Team 8 took advantage of a leg injury
to the Throwbacks’ second-leading
scorer, sharpshooter Jason Shann, by
double-teaming Berry. Without the
support of his left-hand man Shann,
and despite falling behind by as much
as 10 points in the final 20 minutes,
Berry (27 pts, 9 boards) left everything but his mouthpiece on the floor,
willing his men to within two, 51-49,
with 50 ticks remaining. Two clutch

free throws by Glover, and one freebie by T8 Capt. Blake SonnekSchmelz, however, gave T8 enough
cushion to seal its victory.
If you had told Capt. SonnekSchmelz back in December that he

to get your skull examined. After all,
his group of 8 had gotten off to an
inauspicious 0-3 beginning, and was
staring at the prospects of a long,
bleak winter. As the old saying goes,
though, “It’s not where you start, but

FSPY CHAMPS...Team 8 threw back the Throw Backs for the FSPY Crown.

would be hoisting the championship
trophy over his headband in March,
he probably would have referred you
to his resident doctor, Allen Maizes,

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe

where you finish”. And, Team 8 hit its
stride at just the right time, winning
two of its last three to position itself
for the post-season, then eliminating
the 3 and 7 seeds in fairly convincing
fashion to reach the Final Two.
Sonnek-Schmelz contributed 6 pts
and 5 caroms, the dependable Anand
Desai chipped in with 5 and 5, and
Frank Vallejo, Matt Adams and
Maizes filled their roles admirably
for the champions.
The Throwbacks’ Orlando JeanCharles closed out a solid rookie season with 8 pts and 4 assists, and
veteran Jason Holley added 4 pts and
6 rebounds in a losing effort.

Probitas Verus Honos
PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF MOUNTAINSIDE
BOARD OF EDUCATION
A special meeting of the Mountainside
Board of Education has been scheduled
for 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, April 3, 2018, at
the Beechwood School Susan O. Collier
Media Center located at 1497 Woodacres
Drive, Mountainside, New Jersey 07092.
This meeting is being held for the purpose
of an Executive Session regarding personnel. No action will be taken.
A special meeting of the Mountainside
Board of Education has been scheduled
for 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, April 17, 2018, at
the Deerfield School Media Center, located at 302 Central Ave., Mountainside,
New Jersey 07092. This meeting is being
held for the purpose of a community forum
to share results of the school climate survey.
1 T - 3/29/18, The Leader

Fee: $19.38

PUBLIC NOTICE
1. The District shall require that all Bidders submit with their Bids an unconditional certified check, cashier’s check, or
bid guarantee in an amount of ten percent
(10%) of the Bidder’s Base Bid, but not in
excess of $20,000. Such bid guarantee
serves as a guarantee that, should a
Bidder’s bid be accepted, the Bidder will
execute and comply with the Contract.
Within ten (10) Days after delivery to the
District of a Contract executed by the selected Bidder, together with all other items
that may be required to be submitted therewith, the District shall return the Bid guarantee to each unsuccessful Bidder.
If the selected Bidder fails to execute the
Contract or to provide all guarantees, insurance and other items required, the funds
represented by such Bidder’s Bid guarantee shall be released to the District and
become and remain the property of the
District. Delivery of the Bid guarantee constitutes the Agreement of the Bidder and
the surety or other entity that issued the
Bid guarantee that such amount shall be
released to the District in such event.
All Bid guarantees must be issued by a
surety licensed to issue such guarantees
in the State of NJ. Certified or cashier’s
checks shall be drawn on a state or national bank rated “A” by at least two nationally recognized agencies. Checks shall be
made payable to the District.
2. Bidders must include a Certificate
from a surety company stating that it will
provide the Bidder with a Performance,
Payment Bond and Maintenance Bond in
such sum and form as is required in the
Specifications.
3. Affidavit showing Notice of Classification in accordance with the standards of
and by the New Jersey Department of the
Treasury, Division of Property Management and Construction, for bids $20,000
and over, for prime Bidders and all subcontractors, prior to the date that Bids are
received.
Bid proposals for the above work will be
received from bidders registered with the
Division of Revenue and Department of
Labor, and classified by the Department of
Treasury, Division of Property Management and Construction in the following
trade(s):
Notices of Classification MUST include:
Prime Bidder:
Roofing Work (C068-Roofing Membrane - Modified Bitumen)
Subcontractors:
1. Masonry Work (C019 Concrete/
Foundation/Footings/Masonry Work)
and
2. HVAC Work (C032 HVACR) and
3. Gas Piping (C030 Plumbing, C031
Oil and Gas Burners, C032 HVACR or
C033 Boilers - New/Repair) and
4. Electrical (C047 Electrical)
Any other General Construction,
Structural Steel, or other Plumbing

RED DIVISION HOOPS CHAMPS...Holy Trinity and St. Helen’s 8th grade
CYO teams battled in the semifinals of the Varsity Red Division. Holy Ttinity went
on to win the championship over St. Michael’s Union. Pictured, left to right, are:
bottom row; Andrew McCabe, Matt Fuccillo, Jonathan Giglio, Mason Galindo,
Alex Elghoul and Aidan Sheppard; top row, Al Ferrara, Jonathan Schaeffer,
Daniel Riccardi, Jack Walter, Kieran Koenke, James Csorba and Steven Angeli.
The coaches were Michael Csorba, Jim Riccardi and Mike Galindo.
PUBLIC NOTICE
Work is considered incidental, and
therefore, Notice of Classification in
those trades is not required.
4. A statement setting forth the names
and addresses of all stockholders owning
10% or more of the stock in the case of a
corporation, or 10% or greater interest in
the case of a partnership, or acknowledgment that no person or entity has 10% or
greater proprietary interest in the Bidder.
5. Other documentation as outlined in
the bid documents.
Bidders are notified as follows:
Addendum may be issued by the Owner
in accordance with the Project Manual up
to seven (7) business days prior to receipt
of Bids.
Bidders are notified that they must comply with the provisions of N.J.S.A. 34:1156.37 and 34:11-56.38 et seq. (Wages on
Public Works) and that the contract to be
awarded in the case shall contain a stipulation that the wage rate must be paid to
workmen employed in the performance of
the contracts shall not be less than the
prevailing wage rate as determined by the
Commissioner of the Department of Labor
and Industry of the State of New Jersey.
Bidders are notified that they must comply with the provisions of P.L. 1999, c.238
(The Public Works Contractor Registration Act), which became effective on April
11, 2000, and P.L. 2004, c.57 (Business
Registration of Public Contractors) which
became effective on September 1, 2004.
Bidders are notified that they must comply with the provisions of N.J.S.A. 52:31-1
to 52:33-4, the statutes on the use of
domestic materials on public work.
Bidders are notified that the Owner is an
exempt organization under the provisions
of the New Jersey State Sales and Use
Tax (N.J.S.A. 54:32B-1 et. seq.) and is not
required to pay sales tax.
Bidders are notified that they are required to comply with all rules and regulations and orders promulgated by the State
Treasurer pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 et.
seq. and with all provisions of N.J.S.A.
10:2-1 through 10:2-4 (Affirmative Action),
and N.J.A.C. 17:27.
No Bidder may withdraw his Bid for a
period of sixty (60) days after the date set
for the opening thereof. The Owner reserves the right to consider the Bids for
sixty (60) days after receipt thereof, and
further reserves the right to reject any and
all Bids and to waive any informalities in
any Bid or Bids, and to make such awards
as may be in the best interest of the Owner,
pursuant to applicable law.
By order of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education, in the County of Union,
New Jersey.
Mrs. Deborah Saridaki,
Business Administrator
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of Education
Evergreen Avenue and Cedar Street,
Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076
1 T - 3/29/18, The Times Fee: $170.85

FRIENDS AFTER THE GAME...Holy Trinity and St. Helen’s 8th grade CYO
teams huddle together after the semifinal game of the Varsity Red Division.
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2018 MUNICIPAL BUDGET
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
COUNTY OF UNION
FOR THE CALENDAR YEAR ENDING
DECEMBER 31, 2018
Revenue and Appropriation Summaries
SUMMARY OF REVENUES
1.
2.
3.
4.

Surplus
Total Miscellaneous Revenues
Receipts from Delinquent Taxes
Local Tax for Municipal Purposes
Total General Revenues

SUMMARY OF APPROPRIATIONS
1. Operating Expenses: Salaries & Wages
Other Expenses
2. Deferred Charges & Other Appropriations
3. Capital Improvements
4. Debt Service
5. Reserve for Uncollected Taxes
Total General Appropriations
Total Number of Employees

ANTICIPATED
2018
$3,400,000.00
$4,908,665.54
$925,000.00
$16,432,356.98
$25,666,022.52

2017
$3,400,000.00
$4,814,065.54
$900,000.00
$16,294,943.98
$25,409,009.52

2018
$9,572,238.22
$9,990,712.04
$2,183,741.00
$78,250.00
$1,941,081.26
$1,900,000.00
$25,666,022.52

2017
$9,739,405.00
$9,532,081.52
$2,159,223.00
$5,000.00
$2,073,300.00
$1,900,000.00
$25,409,009.52

167

169

2018 DEDICATED SEWER UTILITY BUDGET
SUMMARY OF REVENUES

ANTICIPATED

1. Surplus
2. Miscellaneous Revenues
3. Deficit (General Budget)
Total Revenues

2018
$658,335.00
$2,300,000.00
$0.00
$2,958,335.00

2017
$608,335.00
$2,300,000.00
$0.00
$2,908,335.00

SUMMARY OF APPROPRIATIONS
1. Operating Expenses: Salaries & Wages
Other Expenses
2. Capital Improvements
3. Debt Service
4. Deferred Charges & Other Appropriations
5. Surplus (General Budget)
Total Appropriations

2018
$320,000.00
$2,563,718.00
$50,000.00
$0.00
$24,617.00
$0.00
$2,958,335.00

2017
$330,000.00
$2,503,335.00
$50,000.00
$0.00
$25,000.00
$0.00
$2,908,335.00

4

4

Total Number of Employees

BALANCE OF OUTSTANDING DEBT AS OF 12/31/2017
BONDS
nterest
$1,848,850.00
Principal
$15,770,000.00
Outstanding Balance
$17,618,850.00
Notice is hereby given that the budget and tax resolution was approved by the Township Council of the
Township of Scotch Plains, County of Union, on March 20, 2018.
A hearing on the budget and tax resolution will be held at the Municipal Building on April 17, 2018 at 7:00
o’clock P.M., at which time and place objections to the Budget and Tax Resolution for the year 2018 may
be presented by the taxpayers or other interested persons.
Copies of the budget are available in the office of Bozena Lacina, Township Clerk, at the Municipal
Building, 430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076, (908) 322-6700, during the hours of 8:30 A.M.
to 4:00 P.M.
1 T - 3/29/18, The Times
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CHS Boosters to Host Whiffle Ball Tourney
The Cranford High School Booster Club will be hosting its first annual
wiffle ball tournament on May 6 at 11 a.m. at Orange Avenue School. Teams
comprised of three to five players will compete in either the 5-12 year old
division or the 13 years and older division.
Cost per team is $150. Sponsorship opportunities are available. For more
information contact Mike Plick at maplick@comcast.net or register online
at chs.cranfordschools.org/athletics/boosterdonations.shtml.

Fred Lecomte (April 2013 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

STRONG DEFENSE…The Blue Devil defense, including Christian Burgdorf,
No. 17, Garrett Williamson, No. 1, Jack Simcox and Mike Fitzhenry played a very
stubborn game against the Summit Hilltoppers in a 4-3 loss (April 2013).

D. Blair Corbin’s
Raiders
Blue Devils
Cougars

Walk Down Memory Lane

David B. Corbin (April 2014 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

OUT AT THIRD...Blue Devil Julia Criscuolo gets tagged out at third by Cougar
Candice Durant in the second inning (April 2014).

last year’s Group 4 champions, demonstrated its offensive muscle with a
16-hit attack, including three home
runs – one a grand slam – to defeat
Westfield, 16-4. Mike Diaz, who also
singled, and Jay Anderson each
whacked a two-run homer.
April 4, 2005: The Blue Devil
softball team upped its record to 2-0
by topping Cranford, 2-1, in Cranford.
Blue Devil pitcher Lauren Gelmetti
fanned 11 Cougars while walking
none and allowing seven hits.

April 3, 2003: Mistakes may have
been the reason for a 10-5, openingseason loss to the hosting Cranford
baseball team but the Blue Devils,
featuring an entirely new starting lineup
from last year, did show poise. Freshman catcher Mike Murray smacked
two singles and had two RBI. Senior
first baseman Mike Dubitsky ripped
two singles, senior second baseman
Tyler Patla singled and scored three
times and Brian Butts drilled a double,
scored a run and had an RBI.

CLASSIFIEDS
FARMWORKERS NEEDED

FARM WORKERS NEEDED

6 Temp Fruit Farmworkers needed
5/8/18 – 12/5/18. Workers will
perform various duties associated
with planting, pruning, cultivating
& hand harvesting crops according
to supervisor’s instructions.
Workers will have extensive
periods of sitting, standing,
walking, pushing, pulling, repetitive
movement, frequent stopping and
lifting 75lbs. Must have 3 months
verifiable experience pruning fruit
trees on a commercial farm &
affirmative, verifiable job
references. May random drug test
at
employer’s
expense.
Guaranteed at least 3/4 of contract
hours but hours will vary according
to weather and crop conditions.
Hours may exceed or be less than
40 hours. Work tools, supplies,
equipment provided at no cost.
Housing provided for noncommuting workers at no cost.
Transportation & subsistence
reimbursed to worker upon
completion of 50% of contract or
earlier if appropriate. $12.83/hr,
applicable piece rate depending
on crop activity, or current
applicable AEWR. Raise/bonus at
employer discretion. EOE.
Worksite in Monroe & Orleans
Co. NY. Applicants report/send a
resume to the nearest NJ Career
Center office or call 908-412-7980
& ref job order #NY1244273.
Brightly Farms LLC- Hamlin, NY

9 temp farm workers needed
5/14/18 – 8/27/18. Workers will
perform various tasks associated
with planting vegetables according
to supervisor’s instructions.
Workers will have extensive
periods of sitting, standing,
walking, pushing, pulling, repetitive
movement, frequent stopping and
lifting 75lbs. Must have 3 months’
verifiable experience hand
harvesting a perishable crop &
affirmative verifiable job
references. May random drug test
at
employer’s
expense.
Guaranteed at least 3/4 of contract
hours but hours will vary according
to weather and crop conditions.
Hours may exceed or be less than
36 hours. Work tools, supplies,
equipment provided at no cost.
Housing provided for noncommuting workers at no cost.
Transportation & subsistence
reimbursed to worker upon
completion of 50% of contract or
earlier if appropriate. $12.83/hr or
current applicable AEWR. Raise/
bonus at employer discretion.
EOE. Worksite in Monroe, Wayne,
Livingston, Erie & Geness Co’s.,
NY. Report or send a resume to
nearest local NJ One Stop Career
Center office or call 908-412-7980
& reference Job # NY-1243851.
Kreher Enterprises LLC: Clarence
NY

VERMONT HOME FOR SALE

BRIGHT OFFICE FOR LEASE

Contemporary Victorian Home. 15
minutes to Killington/Pico. Top of
dead end road. Rutland Town, 10
acres, 15 minutes walk to waterfall.
1639 Mckinley Ave. 4 beds, 3 &
1/2 baths Some pictures on line.
Priced to sell.$599,999. Avoid
the 6% Realtor fee (802) 775-6961

Multi-windowed, in the heart
of Westfield. $950/month,
minutes by foot from NJT Rail
Please contact Steven
StevenScohen@verizon.net
(212) 563-6140 or (917) 519-6140

FITNESS EQUIPMENT FOR SALE

Body By Jake FIRMFLEX Total
Body Trainer. Complete Workout
Exercise Machine. Space Saving
Design.
Padded
Bench.
Adjustable Height and Resistence.
Perfect For Home or Dorm!
Excellent Condition, $30.
Call (908) 654-6091

David B. Corbin (April 2011 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FLOWING OVER THE HURDLE…Raider Leah Salituro gracefully glides over
the hurdle during the shuttle hurdle event at the Summit Relays. The Raiders
placed fourth in the event (April 2, 2011).

April 3, 2012: Capitalizing with
four runs in the first and a seven-run
breakout inning in the third was all
that was required as the hosting Governor Livingston softball team earned
an 11-4 victory over the Raiders.
Raider Amanda Schroder (RBI) went
2-for-3, Lindsay Wilkinson (RBI),
Arielle Zuaro and Amanda Raphael
each went 2-for-4, and Marcus had a
triple. Liz Gallo and Sara Killeen
each contributed a hit, and Kelly
Yeager added a run.
April 1, 2011: The Blue Devil girls
lacrosse team opened it season with a
17-4 trouncing of Union Catholic in
Westfield. Senior captain Ally Rose
fired in three goals and added six
assists. Elizabeth Cusick notched four
goals and Emily Gretsky scored three
goals, while Courtney Weisse and
Jenna Sharkey each scored twice and
added three assists.
April 1, 2010: April Fools Day
proved to be no joke as strong pitching combined with offensive muscle
molded the outcome of the Raider
baseball team’s 16-0 season-opening
victory over visiting Plainfield. Raider
starting pitcher Gary Binkiewicz
turned in an outstanding no-hit, pitching performance, fanning three Cardinals through three innings. Fresh-

Rep. Watson Coleman
Statement on Omnibus
Spending Package
WASHINGTON, D.C. – Rep.
Bonnie Watson Coleman (D-12th, Trenton) released the following statement
after voting against the Fiscal Year 2018
(FY18) omnibus spending bill:
“Congress has passed the buck on
immigration time and again, even as
this administration has taken continuous, aggressive and harmful action
against hundreds of thousands of immigrants, including Dreamers who’ve
known no other country than this one.
I made a commitment that I would not
support a funding package until we
addressed the glaring shortcomings in
our immigration system and provided
permanent protections for recipients
of the Deferred Action for Childhood
Arrivals (DACA) program. I’ve stayed
true to that commitment today.
“The final spending package included a number of investments that
will directly benefit our communities
and that I support wholeheartedly.
But it also had enduring flaws, including the continued funding of military activities without any new authorization for use of military force —
essentially funding war with no focus, direction, or end. Most importantly, with the passage of this omnibus Congress loses vital momentum
and most of its incentive to provide a
permanent solution for Dreamers and
to fix the gaping holes in our immigration law. Acknowledging this serious dilemma, I could not support it.”

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe

man James D’Angelo tossed a twohitter, fanned one, walked one and hit
a batter in his two innings of relief to
preserve the shutout. The Raiders took
a 4-0 lead in the bottom of the first
inning on a bases-loaded two-RBI
single by Mike Ridge (2-for-4, triple,
5 RBI, run scored), an RBI sacrifice
fly by Marcus Rivera and an RBI
single by Rick Shevlin.
April 1, 2006: April Fools Day
offered no jokes but did offer the
learning experience when the visiting
Hillsborough Raiders baseball team,

PUBLIC NOTICE

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

REACHING A MILESTONE…Blue Devil Head Coach Bob Brewster is presented with a cake to celebrate his 500th career victory after a dramatic, 8-7, 10inning victory over the SPF Raiders on April 3, 2012 at Bob Brewster, Sr. Field.
After a 2-2, pitchers’ duel, the Raiders scored five runs in the top of the 10th.
However, the Blue Devils reached into their bag of tricks left over from last year’s
magical season and found the solution. The Blue Devils staged a two-out rally,
when James O-Rourke, on his birthday, ripped an RBI single, Matt Varakian
thumped an two-run triple, and after the bases were loaded, Jon Gribbin slashed
a two-run double to deep left-center to pull the rabbit conpletely out of the hat.

BOROUGH OF GARWOOD
BOARD OF EDUCATION
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the
Garwood Board of Education Regular
Meeting posted for 7:30 pm Tuesday, April
17th will now take place at 6:30pm.

1 T - 3/29/18, The Leader

Eric Larson
SBA/BS
Fee: $9.69
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BOROUGH OF GARWOOD

provide an affordable housing set-aside is prohibited as a means to circumvent the
mandatory set-aside requirement in § 106-175(5)(a).
§ 106-178 Control Periods for Restricted Ownership Units and Enforcement
Mechanisms
1. Control periods for restricted ownership units shall be in accordance with N.J.A.C.
5:80-26.5, as may be amended and supplemented, and each restricted ownership unit
shall remain subject to the requirements of this Ordinance for a period of at least thirty (30)
years, until Garwood takes action to release the unit from such requirements. Prior to such
action, a restricted ownership unit must remain subject to the requirements of N.J.A.C.
5:80-26.1, as may be amended and supplemented, for a period of at least 30 years.
§ 106-183 Control Periods for Restricted Rental Units
1. Control periods for restricted rental units shall be in accordance with N.J.A.C. 5:8026.11, as may be amended and supplemented, and each restricted rental unit shall
remain subject to the requirements of this Ordinance for a period of at least 30 years, until
Garwood takes action to release the unit from such requirements. Prior to such action, a
restricted rental unit must remain subject to the requirements of N.J.A.C. 5:80-26.1, as
may be amended and supplemented, for a period of at least 30 years.
§ 106-188 Affirmative Marketing Requirements
2. The Affirmative Marketing Plan is a regional marketing strategy designed to attract
buyers and/or renters of all majority and minority groups, regardless of race, creed, color,
national origin, ancestry, marital or familial status, gender, affectional or sexual orientation, disability, age or number of children to housing units which are being marketed by
a developer, sponsor or owner of affordable housing. The Affirmative Marketing Plan is
intended to target those potentially eligible persons who are least likely to apply for
affordable units in that region. It is a continuing program that directs marketing activities
toward Housing Region 2 and is required to be followed throughout the period of
restriction. The Borough shall add to the list of the community and regional organizations
in its affirmative marketing plan, pursuant to N.J.A.C. 5:80-26.15(f)(5): Fair Share
Housing Center, the New Jersey State Conference of the NAACP, the Latino Action
Network, the Supportive Housing Association of New Jersey, and the New Jersey
Housing Resource Center, and shall, as part of its regional affirmative marketing
strategies, provide direct notice to those organizations of all available affordable housing
units, along with copies of affordable housing application forms. The Borough shall
require any other entities, including developers or persons or companies, retained to do
affirmative marketing, to comply with this Section.
§ 106-191 Monitoring and reporting requirements
1. The Borough shall provide annual reporting of trust fund activity to the New Jersey
Department of Community Affairs, Council on Affordable Housing, or Local Government
Services, or other entity designated by the State of New Jersey, with a copy provided to
Fair Share Housing Center and posted on the municipal website, using forms developed
for this purpose by the New Jersey Department of Community Affairs, Council on
Affordable Housing, or Local Government Services. The reporting shall include an
accounting of all housing trust fund activity, including the source and amount of funds
collected and the amount and purpose for which any funds have been expended.
2. The Borough shall provide annual reporting of the status of all affordable housing
activity within the municipality through posting on the municipal website with a copy of
such posting provided to Fair Share Housing Center, using forms previously developed
for this purpose by the Council on Affordable Housing or any other forms endorsed by the
Special Master and FSHC.
3. For the midpoint realistic opportunity review due on July 1, 2020, as required
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:27D-313, the Borough will post on its municipal website, with a
copy provided to Fair Share Housing Center, a status report as to its implementation of
its Plan and an analysis of whether any unbuilt sites or unfulfilled mechanisms continue
to present a realistic opportunity and whether any mechanisms to meet unmet need
should be revised or supplemented. Such posting shall invite any interested party to
submit comments to the municipality, with a copy to Fair Share Housing Center, regarding
whether any sites no longer present a realistic opportunity and should be replaced and
whether any mechanisms to meet unmet need should be revised or supplemented. Any
interested party may by motion request a hearing before the court regarding these issues.
4. For the review of very low income housing requirements required by N.J.S.A. 52:27D329.1, within 30 days of March 28, 2020, and every third year thereafter, the Borough will
post on its municipal website, with a copy provided to Fair Share Housing Center, a status
report as to its satisfaction of its very low income requirements, including the family very
low income requirements referenced herein. Such posting shall invite any interested
party to submit comments to the municipality and Fair Share Housing Center on the issue
of whether the municipality has complied with its very low income housing obligation
under the terms of this settlement.
SECTION 2. All ordinances or parts of ordinances inconsistent herewith are hereby
repealed to the extent of such inconsistency, provided that all provisions of Article XIV
(Affordable Housing) in Chapter 106 (Land Use) of the Code of the Borough of Garwood
not amended herein shall remain in effect.
SECTION 3. If any portion of this ordinance shall be determined to be invalid, such
determination shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of said ordinance.
SECTION 4. This ordinance shall take effect upon final passage and publication in
accordance with law and upon filing with the Union County Planning Board.

ORDINANCE NO. 18-05
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND ARTICLE XIV (AFFORDABLE HOUSING) IN
CHAPTER 106 (LAND USE) OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF
GARWOOD TO FURTHER ADDRESS THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE
FAIR HOUSING ACT AND THE UNIFORM HOUSING AFFORDABILITY
CONTROLS (UHAC) REGARDING COMPLIANCE WITH THE BOROUGH’S
AFFORDABLE HOUSING OBLIGATIONS
WHEREAS, by Ordinance Number 17-21, the Governing Body of the Borough of
Garwood enacted Article XIV (Affordable Housing) in Chapter 106 (Land Use) of the Code
of the Borough of Garwood to address the requirements of the Fair Housing Act and the
Uniform Housing Affordability Controls (UHAC) regarding compliance with the Borough’s
affordable housing obligations; and
WHEREAS, certain amendments to the affordable housing provisions are required by
the Special Master serving in the declaratory judgment action entitled In re Borough of
Garwood, Docket No. UNN-L-2406-15; and
WHEREAS, this Ordinance and addresses the requirements of N.J.A.C. 5:93-1, et
seq., as amended and supplemented, N.J.A.C.5:80-26.1, et seq. as amended and
supplemented, and the New Jersey Fair Housing Act of 1985;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of
Garwood as follows:
SECTION 1. The following sections of Article XIV (Affordable Housing) in Chapter 106
(Land Use) of the Code of the Borough of Garwood are hereby amended to read as
follows:
§ 106-172 Applicability
The provisions of this Ordinance shall apply to all affordable housing developments and
affordable housing units that currently exist and that are proposed to be created within the
Borough of Garwood pursuant to the Borough’s most recently adopted Housing Element
and Fair Share Plan, including those that are funded through Low Income Tax Credits.
§ 106-175 New Construction
1. Low/Moderate Split and Bedroom Distribution of Affordable Housing Units:
The set aside requirement shall be divided equally between low- and moderate-income
units, except that where there is an odd number of affordable housing units, the extra unit
shall be a low income unit. At least 13 percent of all affordable rental units in any
development shall be affordable to very low income households. The very low income
units shall be counted as part of the required number of low income units within the
development.
2. No change
3. No change
4. No change
5. Multi-Family Developments Not Anticipated in Fair Share Plan and Multi-Family Units
in Mixed Use Developments in the Central Business Zone:
a. With the exception of mixed use developments containing multi-family residential
units in the Central Business Zone, this Section does not affect the requirements for the
production of affordable housing on sites that are zoned for inclusionary development as
part of the Fair Share Plan, for which the affordable housing set-aside requirements have
been established by the zoning regulations and for which any calculated fraction of an
obligation shall be rounded up. In the Central Business Zone and in all other cases, a
mandatory set-aside requirement of 20% (if the affordable units will be for sale) and 15%
(if the affordable units will be for rent) shall be imposed on any townhouse, garden
apartment or other multi-family residential development or multi-family units in a mixed
use development created through any Borough or Board action involving a rezoning, use
variance, density variance, redevelopment plan or rehabilitation plan permitting development or redevelopment that provides an incentive in the form of an increase in the density
on a site, provided the new density is at least twice the previously permitted density and
results in the construction or creation of five or more new dwelling units over the number
of dwelling units previously permitted to be built. This requirement does not give any
developer the right to any such rezoning, redevelopment plan or rehabilitation plan,
variance or other relief, or establish any obligation on the part of the Borough of Garwood
to grant such rezoning, redevelopment or rehabilitation plan approval, variance or other
relief. All affordable units created by this mechanism shall be family affordable housing
units (i.e., non-age-restricted) and shall comply with all other requirements of the
Borough’s Affordable Housing Ordinance, including the requirement that at least 50
percent of the affordable units be affordable to low income households and that at least
13 percent of the affordable units shall be affordable to very low income households
(earning 30 percent or less of the regional median household income by household size),
which very low income requirement shall be included as part of the low income housing
requirement; the remaining affordable units may be moderate income units.
b. For any developments to which paragraph a. above applies, if the calculation of the
total number of affordable units required to be provided yields a fraction that is less than
0.5 percent of a whole unit, then the developer shall have the option of either making a
payment in lieu of the fraction of one unit or providing one additional unit. If the calculation
of the total number of affordable units required yields a fraction that is greater than 0.5,
the obligation shall be rounded up to the next whole unit. The option of making a payment
in lieu or providing an additional whole unit shall not apply to any parameter other than
the total number of affordable units required to be provided.
c. For any payment in lieu of a fraction of an affordable unit authorized by § 106175(5)(b) above, the payment for the fraction of the affordable unit shall be pro-rated
based upon the Subsidy Required/Payment In Lieu Amount set forth for COAH Region
2 in N.J.A.C. 5:97-6.4(c), unless the developer can demonstrate to the reasonable
satisfaction of the Borough of Garwood that the payment amount, using the methodology
set forth in N.J.A.C. 5:97-6.4(c), should be a different amount. All payments in lieu of
constructing fractions of affordable units shall be placed in the Borough’s affordable
housing trust fund and shall be used for the creation of additional affordable housing units,
subject to the regulations and restrictions pertaining to same.
6. No Subdivision Permitted:
The subdivision of properties proposed for multi-family residential developments or
mixed use developments that will include multi-family housing and are thus required to
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NOTICE
Notice is hereby given that Ordinance No. 18-05, was introduced and passed on first
reading at a meeting of the Borough Council of the Borough of Garwood, in the County
of Union, State of New Jersey, held on the 27th DAY OF MARCH 2018, and that
Ordinance No. 18-05, will be taken up for further consideration for final passage at the
meeting of said Borough Council to be held at its meeting room in the Municipal Building,
403 South Avenue, Garwood, New Jersey, on the 10th DAY OF APRIL 2018, at 7:15
p.m., or as soon thereafter as said matter can be heard, at which time and place all
persons who may be interested therein will be given an opportunity to be heard
concerning the same.
ATTEST:
Christina Ariemma
Municipal Clerk
1 T - 3/29/18, The Leader
Fee: $292.74

MEDICAL SPACE FOR LEASE

Downtown Westfield!
1,350/SF Multiple exam rooms,
reception area ..., minutes by foot
to NJT Rail. Please call Steven
StevenScohen@verizon.net
(212) 563-6140 or (917) 519-6140
FOR RENT WESTFIELD

House to share, one private
bedroom with new oak floor, new
paint and window treatments,
shared bathroom with one adult.
Living room with fireplace, formal
dining room, eat in large kitchen,
full laundry room, off street
parking, large fenced in yard in
quiet, prestigous neighborhood,
10 minute walk to train. $950 a
month and partial utilities.
Non smoking, no pets. Must
have references. (908) 377-6761
FREELANCERS WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must be
able to meet deadlines, know
how to write a lead, and take
an active interest in their beats
in order to develop news
stories.
Please
email
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com
PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD
ORDINANCE NO. 18-07
CALENDAR YEAR 2018
ORDINANCE TO ESTABLISH
A CAP BANK
(N.J.S.A. 40A:4-45.14)
WHEREAS, the Local Government Cap
Law, N.J.S. 40A:4-45.1 et.seq., provides
that in the preparation of its annual budget,
a municipality shall limit any increase in
said final budget appropriations to 2.50%
unless authorized by ordinance to increase
it to 3.5% over the previous years final
appropriations; and,
WHEREAS, a municipality may, by ordinance, bank the difference between its
final budget appropriations and the 3.5%
increase authorized by this ordinance when
said difference is not appropriated as part
of the final budget; and,
WHEREAS, the Borough Council of the
Borough of Garwood, County of Union,
hereby determines that this difference in
the amount of $62,225.78 that is not appropriated as part of the final 2018 budget
shall be retained as an exception to the
final appropriations in either of the next two
succeeding years.
NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED,
that any amount authorized herein above
that is not appropriated as part of the final
budget shall be retained as an exception to
final appropriation in either of the next two
succeeding years; and,
BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that a
certified copy of this ordinance as introduced be filed with the Director of the
Division of Local Government Services
within 5 days of introduction; and
BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that a
certified copy of this ordinance upon adoption, with the recorded vote included
thereon, be filed with said Director within 5
days after such adoption.
NOTICE
Notice is hereby given that Ordinance
No. 18-07, was introduced and passed on
first reading at a meeting of the Borough
Council of the Borough of Garwood, in the
County of Union, State of New Jersey, held
on the 27th DAY OF MARCH 2018, and
that Ordinance No. 18-07, will be taken up
for further consideration for final passage
at the meeting of said Borough Council to
be held at its meeting room in the Municipal Building, 403 South Avenue, Garwood,
New Jersey, on the 10th DAY OF APRIL
2018, at 7:15 p.m., or as soon thereafter as
said matter can be heard, at which time
and place all persons who may be interested therein will be given an opportunity
to be heard concerning the same.
ATTEST:
Christina Ariemma
Municipal Clerk
1 T - 3/29/18, The Leader
Fee: $56.10
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WESTFIELD
Tuesday, March 13, Maurice Boyd,
46, of Somerset was arrested on an
outstanding traffic warrant from
Westfield Municipal Court, in the
amount of $500, after surrendering at
police headquarters. Further investigation revealed he had a no-bail warrant from the Union County Sheriff’s
Department. Boyd was processed and
held awaiting transport to the Union
County jail.
Thursday, March 15, Marion
Bethea, 56, of Roselle was arrested on
an outstanding traffic warrant from
Knowlton Municipal Court, in the
amount of $500, pursuant to a motor
vehicle stop on East South Avenue in
Garwood. Bethea was processed and
released on her own recognizance.
Friday, March 16, Blas Barquin, 34,
of Cranford was arrested on outstanding traffic warrants from Westfield
Municipal Court and Cranford Municipal Court, each in the amount of
$500, pursuant to a motor vehicle stop
at Springfield Avenue and Mohican
Drive. He was transported to police
headquarters and processed. Barquin
was released after posting bail on the
Westfield warrant. He was released on

his own recognizance on the Cranford
warrant.
Saturday, March 17, two people were
arrested on outstanding warrants pursuant to a motor vehicle stop at Elm
and East Broad Streets. The driver,
Kwadwo Frimpong, 22, of Maplewood,
was arrested on a traffic warrant from
Bloomfield Municipal Court. Bryal
Williams, 21, of South Orange, a passenger in the vehicle, was arrested on a
criminal warrant from Irvington Municipal Court. Both were transported
to police headquarters and processed.
Frimpong was released after posting
$358 bail in full. Williams was released after posting $150 bail in full.
Saturday, March 17, a resident of the
300 block of Landsdowne Avenue reported being the victim of a motor
vehicle burglary and a theft. The victim reported that between 4:30 p.m. on
March 16 and 9 a.m. on March 17, one
or more unknown suspects entered her
motor vehicle and removed $260 worth
of items from the vehicle. The victim
was unsure if the vehicle was unlocked
at the time of the burglary.
Sunday, March 18, Marino Garcia,
25, of Lyndhurst was arrested on
charges of possession of less than 50

Lance, Kennedy Team Up
To Fight Infectious Diseases
WASHINGTON, D.C. — Congressmen Leonard Lance (R-7th,
Westfield, NJ) and Joseph P. Kennedy
III (D-4th, Mass.) have teamed up on
bipartisan legislation that would combat the spread of infectious diseases
related to the opioid crisis. The Eliminating Opioid-Related Infectious Diseases Act will confront the rising cases
of HIV, hepatitis C and other infections that stem from drug-use. The
Lance-Kennedy bill tasks the Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention
(CDC) with implementing an infectious disease elimination initiative.
“We must do more to stop the spread
SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-18000731
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-21759-07
Plaintiff: FEDERAL NATIONAL MORTGAGE
ASSOCIATION
VS.
Defendant: VALLEY NATIONAL BANK;
GIACOMO ORTIS AND ROSEANN SPALLINO
ORTIS, HIS WIFE, JPMORGAN CHASE BANK,
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION; THE STATE OF
NEW JERSEY
Sale Date: 04/18/2018
Writ of Execution: 01/12/2018
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution
to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Building, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Elizabeth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bidders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.
The judgment amount is: ***Five Hundred
Eleven Thousand Five Hundred Sixty-Six and
25/100*** $511,566.25.
The property to be sold is located in the TOWN
of WESTFIELD, County of UNION and State of
New Jersey.
Commonly known as: 1512 CENTRAL AVENUE, WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY 07090.
Tax Lot No. 2 in Block No. 5601.
Dimension of Lot Approximately: 70 X 161
Nearest Cross Street: VERNON AVENUE.
BEGINNING at a point on the Southwesterly
side of Central Avenue said paint being distant
85 feet Northwesterly from the intersection of
said Southwesterly side of Central Avenue with
the Northwesterly side of Vernon Terrace; thence
PRIOR LIENS/ENCUMBRANCES: TOTAL AS
OF January 17, 2018.
For more information, please visit
WWW.AUCTION.COM or call (800) 280-2832.
Total Upset: ***Five Hundred Twenty-Eight
Thousand One Hundred Twenty-Nine and 65/
100*** $528,129.65 together with lawful interest
and costs.
Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfaction of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.
There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.
The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further advertisement.
Peter Corvelli
Sheriff
Attorney:
FEIN, SUCH, KAHN & SHEPARD, PC
7 CENTURY DRIVE
SUITE 201
PARSIPPANY, NEW JERSEY 07054
(973) 538-4700
4 T - 03/22, 03/29, 04/05
& 04/12/18
Fee: $183.60

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-18000517
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-045494-14
Plaintiff: WILMINGTON TRUST, NATIONAL
ASSOCIATION, NOT IN ITS INDIVIDUAL CAPACITY BUT SOLELY AS TRUSTEE FOR MFRA
TRUST 2014-2
VS.
Defendant: LAWRENCE LEON AND
MARITZA LEON, HUSBAND AND WIFE, AND
EACH OF THEIR HEIRS, DEVISEES, AND PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVES, AND HIS, HER,
THEIR OR ANY OF THEIR SUCCESSORS IN
RIGHT, TITLE AND INTEREST; TRINITY FINANCIAL SERVICES, LLC; WELDON ASPHALT
CO.; MIDLAND FUNDING LLC; AND MELISSA
PECORARO, DMD
Sale Date: 04/11/2018
Writ of Execution: 01/11/2018
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution
to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Building, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Elizabeth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bidders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.
The judgment amount is: ***One Million One
Hundred Fifty-One Thousand Ninety-Eight and
82/100*** $1,151,098.82.
Property to be sold is located in the Township
of Scotch Plains, County of Union and State of
New Jersey.
Commonly known as: 18 Essex Road, Scotch
Plains, New Jersey 07076.
Tax Lot(s): 22, in Block: 12001.
Dimensions (Approximately): 0.9910 AC
Nearest Cross Street: Huron Path
Total Upset: ***One Million One Hundred
Sixty-Eight Thousand Two Hundred Thirty-Two
and 06/100*** $1,168,232.06 together with lawful interest and costs.
Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfaction of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.
There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.
The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further advertisement.
Peter Corvelli
Sheriff
Attorney:
FRIEDMAN VARTOLO LLP
85 BROAD STREET
NEW YORK NEW YORK 10004
(212) 471-5100
4 T - 03/15, 03/22, 03/29
& 04/05/18
Fee: $175.44

of infectious diseases that stem from
the opioid crisis. This is not just about
helping those with addiction. Families and children are being exposed to
terrible infections at an alarming rate.
The Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention must implement a plan to
turn this tide and combat the public
health consequences of these deadly
trends. I am pleased to join Congressman Kennedy in this bipartisan endeavor to make sure the CDC has the
tools it needs and that those facing an
opioid addiction are educated for the
safety of themselves and their families. Those who have fallen victim to
addiction must be able to reclaim their
lives. Stopping the spread of deadly
infections is one less hurdle to overcome,” said Mr. Lance, a member of
the Energy and Commerce Health
Subcommittee.
“...With Congressman Lance and
the bipartisan support of our colleagues, I know we can treat this epidemic as the public health crisis that it
is and ensure the CDC has the resources to respond,” added Congressman Kennedy.
The Eliminating Opioid-Related
Infectious Diseases Act (H.R. 5353)
will authorize the CDC to undertake
an injection drug use-associated infection elimination initiative and work
with states to improve education, surveillance and treatment of infections
associated with injection drug-use.
Injection drug use is a well-known
route for the transmission of blood
borne infections, particularly human
immunodeficiency virus (HIV) and
hepatitis. According to the CDC, in
the United States, approximately 7
percent of new HIV cases, 50 percent
of new hepatitis C virus (HCV) cases,
and two percent of hepatitis A cases
are associated with illicit injection of
drugs. The White House Council of
Economic Advisers recently estimated
the economic burden of the opioid
crisis, inclusive of the value of lives
lost, to be over $500 billion.
The measure will be introduced in the
U.S. Senate by Senator Todd Young (RInd.) and Senator Ed Markey (D-Mass.).
SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-18000757
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-029656-15
Plaintiff: WILMINGTON SAVINGS FUND SOCIETY, FSB D/B/A CHRISTIANA TRUST, NOT
IN ITS INDIVIDUAL CAPACITY BUT SOLELY
AS TRUSTEE FOR WINSTED FUNDING TRUST
2016-1
VS.
Defendant: TRICIA CHRISTIANSEN;
SANTANDER BANK,N.A., F/K/A SOVEREIGN
BANK; STATE OF NEW JERSEY
Sale Date: 04/18/2018
Writ of Execution: 12/20/2017
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution
to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Building, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Elizabeth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bidders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.
The judgment amount is: ***Three Hundred
Fifty-Five Thousand Seven Hundred TwentyOne and 71/100*** $355,721.71.
MUNICIPALITY: Borough of Fanwood.
COUNTY AND STATE: County of Union, State
of New Jersey.
STREET AND STREET NUMBER: 11 Helen
Street.
TAX LOT AND BLOCK NUMBERS: Lot: 2;
Block: 83.
DIMENSIONS: Approximately 70 X 137.
NEAREST CROSS STREET: Lindy Avenue.
Beginning at a point in the Northeasterly sideline of Helen Street, said point being distant
230.0 feet in a Northwesterly direction from the
intersection of the Northeasterly sideline of Helen
Street and the Northwesterly sideline of Lindy
Avenue; thence
Pursuant to a tax search of 01/18/2018; 2018
QTR 1 Taxes Due: 02/01/2018: $3,930.80 Open;
2018 QTR 2 Taxes Due: 05/01/2018: $3,930.79
Open; 2018 QTR 3 Taxes Due 08/01/2018: To
be determined; 2018 QTR 4 Taxes Due 11/01/
2018: To be determined; Water Account#: Private - NJ American Water Co. 131 Woodcrest
Road Cherry Hill, New Jersey 08034 800-6526987; Sewer Account#: Included with taxes
Total Upset: ***Three Hundred Sixty-Nine
Thousand Six Hundred One and 15/100***
$369,601.15 together with lawful interest and
costs.
Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfaction of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.
There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.
The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further advertisement.
Peter Corvelli
Sheriff
Attorney:
FRENKEL LAMBERT WEISS WEISMAN &
GORDON, LLP
80 MAIN STREET
SUITE 460
WEST ORANGE NEW JERSEY 07052
(973) 325-8800
4 T - 03/22, 03/29, 04/05
& 04/12/18
Fee: $206.04
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grams of suspected marijuana and possession of drug paraphernalia pursuant
to an investigation on the 900 block of
Everts Avenue. He was transported to
police headquarters, where he was processed and released on a summons.
Sunday, March 18, Jeffrey Pate, 31,
of Westfield was arrested and charged
with driving while intoxicated (DWI)
subsequent to the investigation of a
motor vehicle accident on the 1000
block of Rahway Avenue. Pate was
transported to police headquarters and
processed. He was released to a responsible adult after being issued motor vehicle summonses.
Sunday, March 18, the management
of a business on the 200 block of East
Broad Street reported a shoplifting in
which one or more unknown suspects
stole 46 items from the business. The
total amount reported stolen was $2,003.
Monday, March 19, Kevin Johnson,
46, of Springfield was arrested on an
outstanding Union Township Municipal Court traffic warrant, in the amount
of $250, pursuant to a motor vehicle
stop at Westfield Avenue and West
Grove Street. He was transported to
police headquarters, processed and released on his own recognizance.
FANWOOD
Saturday, March 10, Theodore
Robinson, III, 61, of Plainfield was
arrested following a hit-and-run motor
vehicle accident on the 200 block of
South Avenue. Officers spoke with the
other driver, who wrote down the license plate of the vehicle that fled.
Police responded to a house and spoke
with the suspect driver, who admitted
that he hit the vehicle. A check of this
driver showed an active warrant out of
Somerville. Robinson was arrested,
processed, posted bail and released.
He also was charged with several motor vehicle violations.
Thursday, March 15, Tera Allen, 45,
of Plainfield was arrested on an active
warrant out of Orange following a
motor vehicle stop at East 7th Street

and Terrill Road for a motor vehicle
violation. Allen was processed, posted
bail and released.
Thursday, March 15, Robert Butler,
56, of Pennsauken was arrested on an
active warrant out of the Burlington
County Sheriff’s Office following a
motor vehicle stop on the 50 block of
South Avenue for a motor vehicle violation. Butler was processed and turned
over to the Burlington County Sheriff
Office.
Monday, March 19, a resident of the
20 block of Tower Place reported that
her motor vehicle was the target of
criminal mischief while parked in the
driveway.
Friday, March 23, Lance Louison,
38, of Scotch Plains was arrested on an
active warrant out of Westfield following a motor vehicle stop at Midway
Avenue and Russell Road for a motor
vehicle violation. Louison was processed, posted bail and released.
GARWOOD
Sunday, March 18, Alberto Vital, 57,
of Elizabeth was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop for improper use of
multiple beam headlights on the 10 block
of South Avenue. Police could smell an
odor of burnt marijuana coming from
the vehicle. Police asked for and were
given consent to search the vehicle.
Subsequent to the search police recovered paraphernalia containing marijuana
from the center console of the vehicle.
During the investigation it was determined that Vital was operating the vehicle with a suspended license and had
an active arrest warrant out of Linden
for $250. Vital was transported to police
headquarters where he was processed
for the arrest and issued several summonses including possession of a controlled dangerous substance (CDS) under 50 grams, possession of CDS paraphernalia, operating a motor vehicle
with a suspended license and improper
use of multiple beam headlights. Linden police were contacted and approved
his release pending court in Linden.

Gateway Chamber to
Launch Warehouse Assoc.
ELIZABETH — The Gateway Regional Chamber of Commerce will launch
the Gateway Warehouse Association at a
kick-off event today, March 29, from 3 to
5 p.m. at the Holiday Inn Clark.
The Gateway Warehouse Association is open to companies in the warehousing and logistics sectors throughout Northern and Central New Jersey
and will have a mission of connecting,
educating and advocating for its members and the industry as a whole. The
March 29 event will feature a panel
discussion on the tightening of the
market for warehouse space in New
Jersey, as well as updates on New
Jersey legislative and regulatory issues that can impact the industry.

New Jersey has become a national
powerhouse in warehousing and logistics, trailing only California and the
Chicago area, according to experts.
According to the North Jersey Transportation Authority (NJTA), as of 2017,
New Jersey had more than one billion
square feet of industrial property, with
an additional eight million square feet
under construction in the region.
NJTA reports that more than
450,000 workers are directly employed
in transportation, logistics and distribution activities in New Jersey. In
addition, the state’s storage and fulfillment industry has accounted for 11
percent of job growth in the state since
2016, according to NJ Spotlight.

Celebrate Earth Day With New
Compost Bin or Rain Barrel
COUNTY – Union County gardeners looking for a good Earth Day
project can visit the new Union County
Means Green online shop now and
order a new compost bin or rain barrel
at 50 percent off the retail price.
Earth Day 2018 falls on Sunday,
April 22. A limited number of new
compost bins and rain barrels are being offered on a first come, first served
basis. The first 250 customers to purchase a compost bin will also receive
a free kitchen scrap pail, and the Freeholder Board will donate one compost
bin to a local community garden for
every 25 compost bins sold.
The new discount program is part of
Union County Plant a Seed initiative
that includes the Union County Kids
Dig In and Union County Means Green
garden grant programs. The online
store is available now through the
SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-18000830
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-020121-14
Plaintiff: WELLS FARGO BANK N.A.
VS.
Defendant: DAVID K. BARKER; KAREN L.
BARKER; SKYLANDS ENERGY SERVICE INC.;
CITY MUSIC CENTER; AVE BARKER A/K/A
AVE SAMBLA BARKER N/K/A AVE BLITHE;
COMPLETE CARE; UVTNGSTON FINANCIAL
LLC
Sale Date: 04/25/2018
Writ of Execution: 01/12/2018
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution
to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Building, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Elizabeth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bidders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.
The judgment amount is: ***One Hundred
Thirty-Nine Thousand Two Hundred Fifty-Five
and 84/100*** $139,255.84.
The property to be sold is located in the TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS in the County of
UNION, and the State of New Jersey.
Tax Lot 22, Block 302 f/k/a Lot 6, Block 28.
Commonly known as 515 Cicilia Place a/k/a
515 Cecilia Place, Scotch Plains, New Jersey
07076.
Dimensions of the Lot are (Approximately)
000.143 AC.
Nearest Cross Street: Situated on the side of
Cecelia Place, near East Second Street.
The sale is subject to any unpaid taxes and
assessments, tax, water, and sewer liens and
other municipal assessments. The amount due
can be obtained from the local taxing authority.
Pursuant to NJSA 46:8B-21 the sale may also be
subject to the limited lien priority of any Condominium/Homeowner Association liens which may
exist.
Total Upset: ***One Hundred Forty-Five Thousand Seven Hundred Forty-Two and 57/100***
$145,742.57 together with lawful interest and
costs.
Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfaction of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.
There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.
The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further advertisement.
Peter Corvelli
Sheriff
Attorney:
SHAPIRO & DENARDO, LLP - ATTORNEYS
14000 COMMERCE PARKWAY
SUITE B
MOUNT LAUREL, NEW JERSEY 08054
(856) 793-3080
4 T - 03/29, 04/05, 04/12
& 04/19/18
Fee: $189.72

Plant A Seed web page or by visiting
unioncompostersale.ecwid.com. Orders will be accepted until 5 p.m. on
Monday, April 23. Customers should
plan to pick up their orders on Sunday,
April 29 at Oak Ridge Park, located at
139 Oak Ridge Road in Clark, between
10 a.m. and 1 p.m.
The benefits of composting include
improving or maintaining high quality soil, growing healthy plants, reducing the use of fertilizer and pesticides, improving water quality and
protecting the environment. By adding compost residents can conserve
water and help improve soil to help
hold water in the root zone.
For all Union County recycling programs and services visit ucnj.org/recycle. For quick links to all Union
County environmental programs and
activities visit The Green Connection,
ucnj.org/green-connection.
SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-18000597
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-016770-17
Plaintiff: MTGLQ INVESTORS, L.P.
VS.
Defendant: JOSE M. RIOS; DONNA M.
VALLARIO; UNITED STATES OF AMERICA;
LIBERTY MUTUAL INSURANCE; ATLANTIC
CITY ELECTRIC; LARIDAN CONSULTING LLC;
MIDLAND FUNDING LLC; AMERICAN EXPRESS CENTURION BANK; HILLTOP FUEL;
STATE OF NEW JERSEY
Sale Date: 04/11/2018
Writ of Execution: 12/20/2017
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution
to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Building, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Elizabeth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bidders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.
The judgment amount is: ***Four Hundred
Fifty-Two Thousand Six Hundred Forty-Nine and
10/100*** $452,649.10.
PROPERTY TO BE SOLD IS LOCATED IN:
Town of Westfield, County of Union, in the State
of New Jersey.
PREMISES COMMONLY KNOWN AS: 712
Embree Crescent, Westfield, New Jersey 07090.
TAX LOT # 2, Block # 707.
PRIOR LOT# 27, Prior Block# 135.
APPROXIMATE DIMENSIONS: 70 feet x 113
feet.
NEAREST CROSS STREET: Unknown
Taxes: 1st, 2nd 3rd and 4th Quarter of 2017
open balance amount of $13,834.66*
Other: Sewer open balance amount of $166.50*
*
Plus interest on these figures through date of
payoff and any and all subsequent taxes, water
and sewer amounts.
Total Upset: ***Four Hundred Sixty-Five Thousand Nine Hundred Twenty-Five and 77/100***
$465,925.77 together with lawful interest and
costs.
Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfaction of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.
There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.
The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further advertisement.
Peter Corvelli
Sheriff
Attorney:
STERN & EISENBERG, PC
1040 N. KINGS HIGHWAY
SUITE 407
CHERRY HILL NEW JERSEY 08034
(609) 397-9200
4 T - 03/15, 03/22, 03/29
& 04/05/18
Fee: $183.60
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Letters to the Editor
Thanks To Russia’s Regime-Controlled
Media That Glorifies Putin
President Trump despite the warning of his national security advisors
congratulated Putin on his recent
presidential election victory!
Press Secretary Sanders made matters worse! “What we do know is
that Putin has been elected in their
country, and that’s not something
that we can dictate to them how to
operate.”
But the President of the United
States as the leader of the free world
should not be acquiescing in Putin’s
electoral victory!
The 57-country Organization for
Security and Co-Operation in Europe commented. “A choice without
a real competition, as we have seen
in this election, unfortunately is not
a real choice.”
Human Rights Watch, “Russian
police have systemically interfered
with the presidential campaign of
Russia’s leading political opposition
figure Alexei Navalny…Navalny, an
anti-corruption activist, is formally
disqualified from the presidential
race due to an outstanding criminal
conviction, the result of a politicized, unfair trial.”
Michael J. Abramowitz the President of Freedom House, “Vladimir
Putin will win by an overwhelming
margin thanks to regime-controlled
media that glorifies the leader and
demonizes his critics, the regime’s
monopoly of all sources of economic
power and wealth, and the removal
of all serious candidates through
fraudulent legal maneuvers or by
assassination… Russia’s fake elections are now a model for autocrats
in other countries, from Egypt to
Venezuela-authoritarians who mimic
Putin in deploying new strategies of
repression.”
Freedom House in 2017 ranked
Russia a “least democratic” country! “The regime sought to perfect its
authoritarian control over Russian
citizens and the economy in order to
prevent any real democratic changes.
As in previous years, the trajectory
is the entrenchment of a long-term
dictatorship.”

President Trump was not alone in
congratulating Putin. North Korea’s
despot Kim Jung Un sent “heartfelt
congratulations” and wished him
well “in your work to build powerful
Russia”! Iran’s terrorist leader
Hassan Rouhani also congratulated
him!
Putin the former KGB operative
and recipient of communist
Vietnam’s Order of Ho Chi Minh,
Cuba’s Order of Jose Marti given by
Raul Castro, and Venezuela’s Order
of the Liberator given by Hugo
Chavez is malevolent!
He interferes in our elections and
those of our allies!
He consolidates his despotic power
in Russia!
He represses all opposition!
He daily bombs the Syrian people!
He occupies Crimea!
He destabilizes Ukraine!
He resurrects the Soviet Union.
He tightens his grip on former
Soviet states!
He restores former Soviet influence in Asia, Latin America, and
Africa!
He forges closer military ties with
Communist China!
He threatens the Baltic countries
and other NATO countries!
He seeks to weaken NATO!
He harasses our planes and ships!
He backs terrorist state Iran!
He vastly expands Russian military power!
He boasts “invincible” new
nuclear-armed missiles undetectable
by us!
He increases Russia’s military
presence in the oil and gas rich Artic!
This is the man whom President
Trump congratulated on his election
victory?
Boggles the mind!
We must heed the words of John
Stuart Mill! “Bad men need nothing
more to compass their ends, than
that good men should look on and do
nothing.”
Stephen Schoeman
Westfield

Union County to Hold Free
Recycling Events In April
COUNTY — The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders will be
holding several free recycling events
coming up the month of April.
Mobile Paper Shredding Events
will be held on Saturday, April 7 at the
Union County Vocational Technical
School, located at 1776 Raritan Road
in Scotch Plains, and on Friday, April
27 at Cedar Brook Park in Plainfield.
Both events run from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
or until the truck get filled. Residents
can bring up to four bags of confidential documents for shredding.
On Saturday, April 14 there will be
a Household Hazardous Waste Program at the Union County Vo-Tech
School located at 1776 Raritan Road
in Scotch Plains. The event will be
held from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Items for
drop off include old pesticides and
herbicides, pool chemicals, gasoline,
SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-18000511
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-012102-17
Plaintiff: JP MORGAN CHASE BANK, NATIONAL ASSOCIATION
VS.
Defendant: ALFRED WELLES SUMNER;
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
Sale Date: 04/04/2018
Writ of Execution: 12/18/2017
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution
to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Building, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Elizabeth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bidders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.
The judgment amount is: ***Three Hundred
Thirty-Six Thousand Six Hundred Thirty-Nine***
$336,639.00.
The property to be sold is located in SCOTCH
PLAINS TOWNSHIP, County of UNION and
State of New Jersey.
Commonly known as: 1660 RAHWAY ROAD,
SCOTCH PLAINS, NEW JERSEY 07076.
Tax Lot No. 13 in Block No. 16001.
Dimension of Lot Approximately: 0.918.
Nearest Cross Street: Raritan Road.
BEGINNING at a point on the southwesterly
side of Rahway Road, which point is distant the
following two courses from the intersection of the
center line of Raritan Road with the center line of
Rahway Road; thence running along the center
line of Rahway Road South 34 degrees 36 minutes 30 seconds East 594.94 feet to a point;
thence South 49 degrees 9 minutes 30 seconds
West 25.15 feet to a point in the southwesterly
side line of Rahway Road and the Place of
BEGINNING; from said beginning point running
thence (1) South 49 degrees 9 minutes 30 seconds West 250 feet to a point; thence (2) South
34 degrees 36 minutes 30 seconds East 150 feet
to a point; thence (3) North 49 degrees 9 minutes
30 seconds East 252.13 feet to a point in the
southwesterly side line of Rahway Road; thence
(4) along the same North 35 degrees 25 minutes
30 seconds West 150.78 feet to an angle point;
thence (5) North 34 degrees 36 minutes 30
seconds West a distance of 9 feet to an iron bar,
the point and place of BEGINNING.
PRIOR LIENS/ENCUMBRANCES
Taxes Open with Penalty: $14,079.02.
Sewer Open with Penalty: $175.00.
Miscellaneous Penalty: $404.02.
TOTAL AS OF December 29, 2017:
$14,658.04.
Total Upset: ***Three Hundred Forty-Five
Thousand Eight Hundred Thirty-Nine and 92/
100*** $345,839.92 together with lawful interest
and costs.
Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfaction of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.
There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.
The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further advertisement.
Peter Corvelli
Sheriff
Attorney:
FEIN, SUCH, KAHN & SHEPARD, PC
7 CENTURY DRIVE
SUITE 201
PARSIPPANY, NEW JERSEY 07054
(973) 538-4700
4 T - 03/08, 03/15, 03/22
& 03/29/18
Fee: $222.36

oil-based paints and deck stain.
Union County’s Scrap Metal Recycling program also starts up again
this month. The events are the first
Thursday and Third Saturday of each
month so for April the collections
will be on Thursday, April 5 and
Saturday, April 21. There are two
locations in Union County for residents to drop off their metal for recycling, one in Cranford and Rahway.
All locations will be open from 9
a.m. to noon. Residents can drop off
old appliances, microwaves, air conditioners, and metal lawn furniture
to name a few.
The county is also sponsoring an
on-line compost bin and rain barrel
sale through earth day, please visit
h
t
t
p
s
:
/
/
unioncompostersale.ecwid.com/ for
more
information.
Visit
www.ucnj.org/recycling for more information or directions.
SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-18000622
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-027643-14
Plaintiff: U.S. BANK NATIONAL ASSOCIATION AS SUCCESSOR TRUSTEE TO BANK
OF AMERICA N.A. AS SUCCESSOR BY
MERGER TO LASALLE BANK N.A. AS
TRUSTEE FOR WASHINGTON MUTUAL PASS
THROUGH CERTIFICATES WMALT SERIES
2007-OA2
VS.
Defendant: DAVID H. CAHN; SUSAN G.
CAHN; TD BANK NATIONAL ASSOCIATION F/
K/A TD BANK, F/K/A TD BANKNORTH N.A., AS
SUCCESSOR BY MERGER TO HUDSON
UNITED BANK; CACH OF NJ LLC; AND BANK
OF AMERICA, N.A.
Sale Date: 04/18/2018
Writ of Execution: 01/02/2018
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution
to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Building, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Elizabeth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bidders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.
The judgment amount is: ***Eight Hundred
Three Thousand Two Hundred Six and 06/100***
$803,206.06.
PROPERTY TO BE SOLD IS LOCATED IN:
Township of Scotch Plains, County of Union,
State of New Jersey.
PREMISES COMMONLY KNOWN AS: 54
Highlander Drive, Scotch Plains, New Jersey
07076.
TAX LOT #33, BLOCK # 15005.
NEAREST CROSS STREET: Scotchwood
Glen.
APPROXIMATE DIMENSIONS: 0.928 Acres.
Total Upset: ***Eight Hundred Twenty-One
Thousand Nine Hundred and 54/100***
$821,900.54 together with lawful interest and
costs.
The sale is subject to any unpaid taxes and
assessments, tax, water, and sewer liens and
other municipal assessments. The amount due
can be obtained from the local taxing authority.
All interested parties are to conduct and rely
upon their own independent investigation to ascertain whether or not any outstanding interests
remain of record and/or have priority over the lien
being foreclosed and, if so, the current amount
due thereon. **If the sale is set aside for any
reason, the Purchaser at the sale shall only be
entitled to a return of the deposit paid. The
Purchaser shall have no further recourse against
the Mortgagee or the Mortgagee’s attorney.**
Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfaction of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.
There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.
The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further advertisement.
Peter Corvelli
Sheriff
Attorney:
MILSTEAD & ASSOCIATES, LLC
1 EAST STOW ROAD
MARLETON, NEW JERSEY 08053
(856) 482-1400
4 T - 03/22, 03/29, 04/05
& 04/12/18
Fee: $212.16
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POPCORN
Love, Simon
You’ve Got Blackmail
3 popcorns
One Popcorn, Poor — Two Popcorns, Fair — Three Popcorns, Good — Four Popcorns, Excellent

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
film critic

AN OGRE OF A TIME...The cast of Shrek at Franklin Elementary School in
Westfield performed together on March 2 and 3.

Franklin Fifth Graders
Perform Shrek the Musical, Jr.
WESTFIELD – All of our differences make us unique. That theme
pervaded the third annual fifth-grade
show at Franklin Elementary School
in Westfield, Shrek the Musical Jr.,
performed on March 2 and 3.
“I’m so proud of our cast and crew
for all their hard work and dedication
to making this year’s show such a
success,” said Emma Schwartz, director and producer of the show.
The production, now an established
tradition at Franklin School, begins as
soon as the winter break ends, with
rehearsals, set building, costume making, audio/visual technology, and learning the songs and choreography. Ronit
Horowitz, musical director, and Gail
Brickman, choreographer, brought
their talents to the production, making

the show once again a success.
The cast featured Devon Brickman
as Shrek, Sophia Schwartz as the
Donkey, Lily Dalgliesh as Princess
Fiona, Dev Daswani as Lord
Farquaad, and Mia Ebel as the Dragon.
The show is funded by the Franklin
School PTO. “It’s wonderful to work
with the students, whose enthusiasm,
hard work and devotion to the production and performance is second to
none,” concluded Ms. Schwartz. “I’m
also grateful to their parents, whose
help is critical to the success of the
performance. And, of course, we’re
grateful for the ongoing support of
Principal Cambria and her staff, who
together with the Franklin School
community, make this such a rewarding experience for our children.”

Five Engaging Films Planned
For Jewish Film Festival
WESTFIELD – The Jewish Film
Festival of Central NJ will present
five films this spring at the Rialto
NewVision Theater, 250 East Broad
Street in Westfield. Screenings begin
Tuesday, April 10 and run through
Monday, May 7. All films start at 7:30
p.m.
The spring series begins with The
Testament on Tuesday, April 10. In
The Testament, an uncompromising
Holocaust researcher uncovers highly
classified evidence that suggests a
long-buried secret in this Best Film
winner at the Haifa International Film
Festival.
On Monday, April 16, Bye Bye
Germany will be presented. In this
bittersweet and engaging salute to
European Jews who chose to reclaim
their lives, the audience meets a Holocaust survivor who winds his way
through post-war Frankfurt.
Next up is Ben Gurion: Epilogue
on Wednesday, April 25. This docu-

Goodbye
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Subordinate themes of bullying,
abuse and eating disorders provide
substantial food for thought.
At the end of the show, the director
Erik Bloomquist, the cast and Mr.
Bullock himself provided a talk back
in which they fielded questions from
the high school students in the audience. “For how many of you did one
or more of the characters resonate
with you or someone you know?”
asked Mr. Bloomquist. Almost all
hands shot up. Pressures of being the
best in school, being jealous of another teen and bullying all enter the
mix at one point or another. Human
interaction and acceptance of each
other was the collective attitude the
actors said brought them together in
this piece. “Theater is therapy,” said
Chris Cherin who played Ben’s best
friend.
The intent of the playwright, he
shared with the audience, is to take
this show with an important message
on the road to schools all over New
Jersey and beyond.

mentary is a rare and fortuitous piece
of cinematic archeology, which imparts new insights into David Ben
Gurion, a treasured historic figure.
Amir Sagie, New York-based Deputy
Consul General of Israel, will join the
audience for a post-film discussion.
Humor Me, showing on Tuesday,
May 1, stars Elliot Gould. It is a
heartfelt father-son comedy about a
struggling playwright who is forced
to move in with his joke-telling dad in
a New Jersey retirement community.
Closing night on Monday, May 7
features The Last Suit about an aging
Jewish tailor who leaves his life in
Argentina to journey back through
time and halfway around the world to
find the man who saved him from
death at Auschwitz in this bittersweet
road trip movie.
Visit www.jccnj.org for more information, movie trailers and pricing. Tickets can be purchased online
at www.jccnj.org, by mail or in person at the JCC in Scotch Plains.
The Jewish Film Festival of Central NJ is made possible by funds
from the Union County Office of
Cultural and Heritage Affairs, a partner of the New Jersey State Council
on the Arts.
The JCC of Central New Jersey is
located at 1391 Martine Avenue in
Scotch Plains. The JCC of Central
New Jersey is a constituent agency of
the Jewish Federation of Greater
MetroWest NJ, United Way of Greater
Union County and the Westfield
United Fund. Financial assistance is
available for membership and various programs.

Marketing is
the New Black
goleader.com/form/bulletin

While director Greg Berlanti’s
Love, Simon is at once funny, serious and important, it’s a darn shame
that it is so very apt…that this astute tale about a teenage boy’s
struggle to make his gayness known
is revolutionary at all. Memo of
inquiry to American civilization: It’s
the spring of 2018, and this fact of
life is just making the mainstream?
Well, better late than never. Truth
is, attitudinal changes come slowly,
especially to the narrow-minded.
But the seed of tolerant reformation, boosted during the enlightenment of the ‘60’s, has finally gained
pragmatic traction.
Today’s kids, who have of late
heroically evidenced that they’ll be
fully capable of steering our ship of
state - and the sooner the better, if
you ask me - see the current
sociopolitical landscape through
mendacity-proof glasses. They’ve
thus far resisted forsaking their juice
boxes for the Kool-Aid. And as such,
they’re hardly threatened by the
hate-mongering, homophobic purveyors of prejudice who, for the
most part, they consider as antique
as the dial telephone in granny’s
kitchen. It’s simple math. Cut someone out because they’re this or that
and you have less friends.
Still, it isn’t yet all Nirvana and
acceptance at Creekwood High
School, where Simon Spier, winningly portrayed by Nick Robinson,
will play out his coming-of-age story
courtesy of a romantic triangle or
two that collide and force the issue
he wasn’t ready to confront. He’s
gay, but neither his parents nor his
circle of best friends know. He’s
been planning to keep it that way
until next year, when he goes to
college. However, when his pal Leah
(Katherine Langford) tells him of
an online coming-out by a gay student who calls himself Blue,
Simon’s interest is piqued.
Using the alias, Jacques, he makes
contact and soon, via mutual commiseration and joyful, cathartic truth
telling, a cyber tête-à-tête develops. It’s You’ve Got Mail (1998)
revisited, but with a dark kicker.
Borrowing from the playbook of
current events down Foggy Bottom
way, when Simon doesn’t logoff at
one of the school’s communal computers, a snooping party not opposed to blackmail if it’ll serve his
selfish interests, tells Simon that he
knows what he knows.
Since Simon isn’t about to sic the
already overloaded and lately harassed FBI on the jerk, he figures
his only option is to concede to the
extortionist. It’ll entail some illadvised matchmaking. Of course, if
Sir Walter Scott went to Creekwood,
he might have warned Simon, “Oh
what a tangled web we weave when
we first practice to deceive.” Increasingly, due to these dubious
machinations, Simon, whose integrity was heretofore unimpeachable,
comes under increasing scrutiny. In
the vernacular, some of his homies
are wondering, “What the…?”
While all of this is quite serious
on several levels, it is a credit to
director Berlanti that his interpretation of the witty screenplay by Elizabeth Berger and Isaac Aptaker,
adapted from Becky Albertalli’s
novel, “Simon vs. the Homo Sapiens Agenda,” remains quite buoyant. Mixing various modes of comedy with its more solemn eruditions, including a healthy smattering of sophisticated sarcasm, the
movie charmingly promotes the al-

550 East Broad Street, Westfield 908.789.4090 www.wmlnj.org
Hours: Mon-Thurs 9:30 am - 9:00 pm Fri & Sat 9:30 am - 5:00 pm
Sunday 1:00-5:00 pm

Closed March 30 for Good Friday and April 1 for Easter
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These new in-laws have easy, believable banter and an onstage relationship that we buy into immediately. Ms. Sullivan plays the role of
Candice comfortably, handling concern for her off-stage drunk husband
with aplomb. She has captured the
right mix of angst, joy and frustration
of a wedding day when emotions roller
coaster around sharp curves and dips.
Mr. Gandy, as Martin, is a gentle
giant whose remembrances of his recently deceased wife are shared tenderly. Playwright Kelner has given
the actors funny, wry, lovely, poignant dialogue that rings true.
Top-notch acting made this play
zip along like a stone skipping on
Lake Placid. Director Lynn Polan
moved the show along at a beautiful
pace, not rushing the tender spots, but
letting it ride the waves of emotion.
Through humor and pathos,
Kelner’s Cocktail Hour Confessions
reveals not only the characters’ attitudes toward grief, disability and race
relations, but asks the audience to
explore its own unspoken feelings on
these topics.

7:00 pm

Christopher Dean Band

4/5

10:00 am

Zumba Gold for Adults*

4/6

1:30 pm

Norman Lear (video)

4/9

2 & 6:30 pm

Foreign Film: Frantz German 113 minutes

4/11

7:00 pm

Meditation: A Stress Antidote

4/13

1:30 pm

TGIF! Movie: The Producers

4/14

2:00 pm

Celebrate Poetry w/ Tiferet Journal

PROGRAMS FOR CHILDREN-CHECK WEBSITE FOR SIGN UP INFO

Fanwood Library Teen Photo
Contest Winners Announced
FANWOOD – The Fanwood Memorial Library has announced the winners of its first annual Teen Photography Contest. The contest category was
“Your Town through Your Eyes,” and it
was open to Scotch Plains-Fanwood
students in grades six through 12. The
library was overwhelmed by the entries
it received and selecting the two winners (one high school student, and one
from the middle school) was a difficult
decision.
The 2018 winners are:
Grand Prize: High School: “Growing Up in Fanwood”• by Sophia
Rosahl, grade 12, Scotch PlainsFanwood High School.
Grand Prize Middle School: “Connections”• by Thomas Metzger, grade
seven, Park Middle School.
Honorable mentions: “There’s No
Place Like Home” by Nic Turner, grade
eight, Park Middle School. “Night Life”
by Ryan Eng grade nine, Scotch PlainsFanwood High School. “Grasshopper
Shadow Duality”• by Peter Shih, grade
nine, Academy of Allied Health Sciences. “The Joy of our Neighborhood”• by Catie Wilson, grade 8, Park
Middle School. “We Come as a Community and Leave as a Family”• by
Erica Lee, grade 8, Park Middle School.
“Coloring Rain”• by Mia Schmidt,
grade nine, Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School. “Mystic Morning”• by
Delaney Connolly, grade eight, Park
Middle School.
Mayor Colleen Mahr, Library Director Dan Weiss and library staff and
trustees were on hand, along with the
families of the recipients, as the awards

were presented by the Fanwood Library Board of Trustees at their March
meeting. All the award-winning photographs are currently on display at the
Fanwood Library, and are available to
view
online
at
www.fanwoodlibrary.org/your-townthrough-your-eyes. Each grand prize
winner received $50, and $10 was
awarded for each honorable mention.
Students will also be presented with
their photo printed on canvas to take
home once the display is over.

Event to Benefit Special
Needs Community
WESTFIELD – The public is invited
to join Savory Spice Westfield and
Chef Christine Migton of Chez
Catherine on Monday, April 16 from 7
to 9 p.m. for a night of cooking and
giving.
The evening will benefit the John M.
Migton Foundation's Boxwood Junction, an organization striving to provide
an inclusive community for those with
disabilities. Attendees will experience
a cooking demonstration and enjoy
appetizers and wine.
The event will take place at Savory
Spice, 138 East Broad Street, Westfield.
Tickets are $30. All tickets sales will go
directly to Boxwood Junction. Reservations are required and spots are limited.
To make reservations, visit Savory
Spice Westfield, call (908) 264-8947,
or
email
westfield@savoryspiceshop.com. For
more info about Boxwood Junction,
visit boxwoodjunction.org

Each of 52 editions include community
happenings, regional sports, editorial
commentary, arts & entertainment,
educational matters, birth and wedding
announcements, local merchant and
classified Ads and the best local news
coverage around. It's a great way to
welcome a newcomer to the area or keep
an established resident in the know!
Easily done online at:
www.goleader.com/form/subscribe_gift.htm
Or by Check, please cut out and mail this coupon.
Please send my gift subscription starting with the next issue.

The SP-F Times
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PHOTO FINISH...The winners of the Fanwood Memorial Library’s first annual
Teen Photography Contest are pictured with Mayor Colleen Mahr and Library
Director Dan Weiss. All the award-winning photographs are currently on display
at the Fanwood Library and are available to view online at
www.fanwoodlibrary.org/your-town-through-your-eyes.

In 2018, give a gift
that keeps giving all year ...
a Leader/Times Gift Subscription !

APRIL 2018 WESTFIELD MEMORIAL LIBRARY EVENTS

Friends of the Library Giant Book Sale April 24-28
Check website for all dates and times

Confessions

truistic aura that comes of shedding
the bigotry that, since time immemorial, has shamefully engendered
misery for untold millions.
But the gravity is never lost on us.
Mulling this injustice while Simon
tries to extricate himself from the
corner he has been painted into, we
land on the philosophical square
that asks, why can’t people just give
each other a break already? We disdain the root venality of the liferuining repressiveness that serves
only the misdirected and sanctimonious vanities of the sadly insecure.
In confiding his plight to a pal, our
title character opines, “Why just
us…why don’t heteros have to come
out?” Fantasy scenes comically illustrate the proposition.
Complementing the intelligent
meditations on the cause célèbre, a
bright-eyed and bushy-tailed ensemble cast of fellow classmates
entertainingly creates the sociology
that is Creekwood High. A telling
thumbnail sketch of Americana, it
is both reminiscent and profoundly
contemporizing, from the cliquish
cafeteria coteries, to the time-honored camaraderies you will cherish
forever, to vice principal Worth’s
(Tony Hale) humorously good-natured confiscation of cellphones. I
could practically taste the delicious,
frosting-topped cake served in my
own lunchroom, only 10 cents extra.
Apportioning superbly blended
ladles of honey and vinegar in its
elucidations, this is the first movie
from a major studio about gay teen
romance. As significant as it is engaging, it is a fine example of the
American muckrake petitioning our
better instincts. While institutions,
jurisdictions, courts and the great
unwashed are bound to follow so
long as our democracy remains intact, again it is left to art to be the
pathfinder, the arbiter between
primitive fear and our humanistic
nature to progress. All of which is
why you’ll at least like, if not Love,
Simon.
***
Love, Simon, rated PG-13, is a
Twentieth Century Fox release directed by Greg Berlanti and stars
Nick Robinson, Katherine Langford
and Alexandra Shipp. Running time:
110 minutes.
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4/6, 13

10:00 am

Playgroup for Babies 0-23 mos.

4/6

3:45 pm

Chess Club for Kids-No age limit but
players must know how to move pieces

Make check payable to The Westfield Leader

4/7

10:00 am

Paws to Read-Beginning readers read to
library dogs in ten-minute segments

4/10

6:30 pm

Evening LEGO Club 5+ years
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4/3, 10, 17
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2’s on Tuesday Storytime
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1:00 pm

Crafternoon Storytime 3½-5 yrs
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3’s on Thursday Storytime

Thank You for Your Continued Support!

Page 20

Thursday, March 29, 2018

The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Cocktail Hour Confessions Proves
That Sometimes the Truth Hurts
By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY

Anything But Goodbye Offers
Refreshing Look at Troubling Themes
SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RAHWAY – The opening scene of
Anything But Goodbye is a stark cemetery. Friends and relatives of Ben, a
teen who succumbed to suicide,
huddle under umbrellas to fend off
the drizzling rain. But they are not
sheltered from the pervasive chill of
death that touches each of them in a
different way. That’s what this one
act, 50-minute production is all about.
It’s the aftermath of what the author
calls the “sonic boom” of tragic, needless death.
The Union County Performing Arts
Center (UCPAC) in Rahway is lighting up their three stages: the main
theatre, the Loft and the Hamilton
Theatre. Their latest production, Anything But Goodbye by Wayne N.
Bullock, had its World Premiere at
the Hamilton Theatre last weekend.

Geared to young adult and teen audiences, 10 a.m. weekday performances
included students from Westfield High
School. Westfield crisis hotline workers were also at one of the performances to glean more information
about the effects of suicide.
Because suicide is the third leading
cause of death among youth, ages 10
to 24, Mr. Bullock, as a middle school
teacher and a preacher with a church
in Roselle, felt he had to write this
piece. He explained in his program
notes that “a good story coupled with
good music has the power to draw,
captivate, educate and inspire…it can
permeate the mind and spirit of a
person without them consciously allowing it to happen.” He is not only
the playwright, but producer and
songwriter with musical composer
Shaun A. Darling.
The opening performance of the

show of 14 short scenes with musical
numbers did just what it intended: it
showed raw emotion, confusion, regret and anger. The play focuses on
the reactions of the father, the sister
and the best friend who look for answers and express their feelings. It
doesn’t focus on the why of the tragedy, but the effect it has on the friends,
family and school mates.
Scene after scene show how the
sister and best friend try to cope. It’s
a thin storyline with the heaviness of
weighty topics. Nine songs share poignant stories and feelings of teens
desperate to belong, to fit in, to be
understood. Presented in a nonpreaching way, the interaction of the
actors helps to propel the authentic
aspect of the story. Powerful voices,
reminiscent of those in Rent, bring
the audience to tears.

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RAHWAY – It’s always thrilling to
see a new play. And when it is produced by Fearless Productions of
Union County Performing Arts Center (UCPAC) in Rahway, and written
by Jared Kelner, you know it’s going
to be good.
Playwright Kelner’s newest work,
that was presented for four performances during the weekend of March
16 to 18, is a 90-minute intriguing
piece titled Cocktail Hour Confessions. The audience was greeted by
the wait staff (attired in tuxes, no less)
who offered non-alcoholic mimosas.
It’s a cute touch for a celebratory
mood of a wedding. We never see the
bride and groom, a mixed-race couple,

but we meet the bride’s mother
Candice (Mary Sullivan), the bride’s
brother Larry (Ross Pohling) and the
groom’s father Martin (Di Shawn
Gandy).
But before we see them, the bride’s
co-worker Katherine (Mary Elizabeth
Giamonde) and the groom’s friend
Freddie (Scott Tyler) meet in the outer
room of the reception area. The stage
(of the intimate Loft Theatre at
UCPAC) is dressed appropriately for
the reception with flower garlands
and subdued colors of lavender and
silver. (The set design is by Howard
Goldberg, an Event Planning specialist). On stage left is the requisite table
that houses the place cards for dinner
and in the opposite corner is a cozy
bar tended by Terrance (nicely played

CONTINUED ON PAGE 19
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TOUGH TALK...Last week at the Thursday morning performance of Anything
But Goodbye• on the Hamilton Stage, the cast and director Erik Bloomquist (with
mic), hold a talkback for audience members. Hamilton Stage is a part of Union
County Performing Arts Center (UCPAC) in Rahway. Playwright, producer and
songwriter Wayne N. Bullock was on hand to lend insight and speak about plans
for the future of his work.

13th

by Russ Ortiz).
Freddie (Scott Tyler), an overly
friendly attendee who is there by himself, wants to meet single guest
Katherine (Mary Elizabeth
Gismonde) to whom he immediately
attaches himself. She’s quirky, socially uncomfortable and feels invisible to the other guests. Freddie says
he’s in the “people business.” As an
entrepreneur, he says he observes
people and reads their body language.
This garrulous guy makes inane
conversation, but we excuse him because he’s trying to score points with
Katherine. He asks her what she’s
passionate about and is somewhat
floored when she says “words.” They
would never be a match on
Match.com., but their relationship is
not the primary focus of the play.
Delicately, the play starts to peel
back layers of information about the
motives of characters both seen and
unseen. When the bride’s brother
Larry breaks onto the scene, he’s a
tornado of emotion. Ross Pohling
does an amazing job in fleshing out
the character of Larry in speech pattern, pacing, as well as body language. Larry is “on the spectrum” and
his mother tries to calm him down by
reminding him to do his breathing
exercises or “that tapping thing on
your face.”
He may appear to have the emotional barometer of an eight-year-old,
but he’s insightful and bright. He’s
the truth teller at the wedding reception and is rarely politically correct.
Through his interactions with both
Terrance and Martin, the audience
learns of the family and spoken and
unspoken prejudices.
The frustrated mom Candice
drowns her exasperation in a water
glass full of bourbon while trying to
assist Martin on writing his toast.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 19

Spring 2018
April 10 - May 7

ANNUAL

Rialto NewVision Theater
(%URDG6WUHHW:HVWѹHOG
Plenty of seating...
screening in 2 auditoriums

Tuesday, April 10
7:30 p.m.

Monday, April 16
7:30 p.m.

6WD\IRUSRVWƬOPGLVFXVVLRQ
with Deputy Counsel General of
Israel

751 Prospect Street, Westfield

$1,385,000

This stunning and elegant five bedroom colonial is nestled on deep, beautifully landscaped property ideally located just steps away from
Franklin Elementary School & playground area and very close to Westfield's award winning Downtown. This home has every amenity
imaginable and has been extensively renovated to perfection for today's lifestyle with an open floor plan ideal for entertaining. The gracious
entry foyer leads into the formal living room with wood burning, stone fireplace. The formal dining room flows perfectly into the large,
gourmet eat in kitchen with custom white cabinetry, a 10’ quartzite island & granite countertops, a high end six burner Wolf stove, SubZero refrigerator, built in Miele coffee maker, wet bar w/Marvel wine fridge and gleaming hardwood floors throughout. The large family
room just off the kitchen boasts custom millwork, a cathedral ceiling with tray lighting & wood burning fireplace. On the second level, the
private master bedroom suite features a fabulous walk-in closet w/custom shelving and its own luxurious spa bathroom with double sink,
marble countertops and a fabulous tiled glass stall shower & radiant heat. There are two additional bedrooms on this level, an updated
hallway bathroom and a convenient second floor laundry room. The third level offers two more bedrooms (one with its own sitting room),
a loft and another beautifully renovated full bath. Entertain at ease on the outdoor raised bluestone patio featuring brick built in fireplace
and sound system overlooking the private, professionally landscaped yard with underground sprinklers. The lower level has a large finished
recreation room w/radiant heat and a custom bar area w/wine fridge, dishwasher, microwave and built in cabinetry. Additional amenities
include a whole house generator, a hard wired alarm system, built in speakers, 8 zone heat and Marvin custom wood windows. Conveniently
located close to parks, schools, New York City transportation, and downtown Westfield, this is the perfect place to call home!

WESTFIELD EAST OFFICE
209 CENTRAL AVENUE
(908) 233-5555

Follow me on Twitter
@JeanMarieMorgan

Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor agents and are not employees of the Company. ©2018 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved.
Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker Logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

Wednesday, April 25
7:30 p.m.

Tuesday, May 1
7:30 p.m.

Monday, May 7
7:30 p.m.

Tix at www.jccnj.org or Film Festival Hotline at 908-889-8800 x208.

live up

Quality - Integrity - Reliability

L E T U S D E S I G N, BU I LD
& M A I NTAI N BE AU TI F U L
S PAC E S F OR YO U TO E N J OY
We specialize in:
Complete Grounds Maintenance
Professional Landscape Design
General Landscape Construction
Shrub & Tree Installation
Sod & Seed Lawn Installation & Restoration
Drainage & Grading Solutions
Paver Stone Joint and Surface Restoration
Outdoor Entertainment Areas, Patios,
Walkways, Steps & Retaining Walls.
Free Estimates & Fully Insured

Visit us online

www.InceLandscape.com
or call : (908) 232-0249
PO Box 2175 Westfield, NJ 07091

Serving Westfield, Scotch Plains, Fanwood & Garwood
NJ Contractor License #13VH06813300
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GRACEFFO ACE ON MOUND, McGHEE BEHIND PLATE, SHRINER OF, SZCZECH AT SHORT

Cougar Nine Looking to Learn From Last Year, Move Forward
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Experience can be a good
teacher and Head Coach Dennis
McCaffery hopes that this year’s
Cranford High School baseball
team will learn from the experience of falling just short in the
Union County Tournament (UCT)
finals and the Group 3 Championships game. After losing to
Westfield in the UCT Championship, the Cougars went on to win
the North 2, Group 3 title and
Group 3 semifinal before bowing
in an eight-inning classic to Allentown in the Group 3 Championship after a seven-inning scoreless deadlock at Toms River South
High School.
“Last year we were able to have
somewhat of a successful season. We left two championships
on the board, the counties and
the state final, which is always
difficult to have to deal with. Last
year is over. We try to learn from
it and move forward,” Coach
McCaffery stated.
In order to have a successful
season, a sturdy relationship
between the pitching staff and
the catchers would be essential.
Senior Gordon Graceffo will head
a group on the mound, which
consists of senior Kevin Donovan
and juniors Jeremy Ruka, Jake
VanDamm, Jack Jarrosz and Andrew Donovan.
“Gordon had a good year last
year. He did a nice job and we
have a couple of other pitchers,
who have varsity experience, so
we are hoping that we are able to

Ballyhoo

be successful. Any type of success you have during the season
starts with pitching. We are hoping that our pitchers can throw
strikes, work ahead and be able
to work on both sides of the plate
and have command of the game,”
Coach McCaffery said.
In that classic game against
Allentown, Graceffo, who will play
for Villanova next year, pitched

hard working young man and he’s
really put in a lot of time on and off
the season in the classroom and
in the weight room. Hopefully he
has a successful season here at
Cranford and I am sure when the
time presents itself for Villanova,
he will put his focus there,” Coach
McCaffery said.
The Cougars do have two experienced catchers in junior Mike

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD COUGAR BASEBALL SENIORS...Pictured, left to right, are:
John Markese, Pat Connelly, Gordon Graceffo and Sean Petrucci.
magnificently for seven innings,
allowing only a two-out triple in
the first, hitting a batter in the
fourth and yielding a two-out
double in the seventh.
“Gordon is going to be going to
Villanova and I am sure he’s very
excited about that. Gordon is a
See & Subscribe at
goleader.com/ballyhoo

Submit commentary and items for publishing.
Email to ballyhoo@goleader.com

McGhee and senior Pat Connolly,
although Connolly has and will be
expected to play first base.
“Obviously the catching we are
fortunate enough to have several who are good catchers. We
are hoping between our pitching
and catching, we will be able to
keep us in all the ball games,”
Coach McCaffery said.
Several veterans return to occupy the infield positions, which

l'ennemi du journaliste

includes Connolly (first), junior
Tyler Szczech (shortstop) and
junior Mike Meola (third).
“We had a bunch of kids who
were on that team that played in
the county final and the state
final. We are hoping that type of
experience they can carry over
to this year. Pat Connolly has two
years, Tyler Szczech had a good
year last year and Mike Meola, as
well. Here at Cranford, we want
everybody to contribute. We want
them to know that they have
value, that everybody has a role
here. That’s the way we’ve always done it and that’s the way
we will continue to do,” Coach
McCaffery expressed.
Senior Sean Petrucci and sophomore Jake DeClerico will play
second. Also in the mix are sophomore Jack Jarrosz (shortstop)
and junior Chris Guiditta (third).
“We want them to really stress
making routine plays consistently,
give them three outs in an inning
and just making sure that we play
fundamentally sound baseball.
Focus on knowing where the ball
goes when the ball is hit to you
and in the infield knowing what to
do. And give each team that we
are playing only 21 outs per
game,” Coach McCaffery added.
Junior Jamie Shriner, known as
an offensive threat in his third
year varsity, will occupy right field.
“Jimmy is a three-sport athlete,
really a good kid, a hard-working
kid and we are hoping he will
continue to have success on the
baseball field. He’s a gamer,”
Coach McCaffery commented.
In centerfield would be junior
Deandre Fieldhouse and sophomore Mike Murphy. Senior John
Markese and sophomores Connor
Katz (also third base) and Joe
Meola are expected to patrol
leftfield.

The turf field has its advantages, especially early in the season, but are there any disadvantages?
“I know we are able to practice
when there’s snow on other fields,
so I would take the situation where
we play on a field where we have
to adjust only one time. I know
where there are other teams that
are struggling to get outside. We
are fortunate to get this field. It
was a community effort that a lot
of people worked together to
make this field a possibility. We
are very appreciative of it and we
are very happy. We will adjust to
any field we have to play on when
the time presents itself,” Coach
McCaffery said.
The Cougars will not be shy
offensively.
“We are hoping that everybody
has productive at-bats and are
good in situational hitting. We want
to make sure that we put the ball in
play and we are always putting
pressure on the opponent,” Coach
McCaffery commented.
Speaking of pressure, “We are
going to be aggressive. You don’t
score from first base. You have
to be active. We have some kids
who can run. To be a good
baserunner, you don’t have to
be fast. You have good instincts.
You have to be able to read,”
Coach McCaffery pointed out.
The Cougars will plunge right
into the rivalry thing with a road
trip to Scotch Plains-Fanwood on
Saturday, March 31, at 4 p.m.
for the season opener then they
will host Westfield on Thursday,
April 5, at 4 p.m.
“This year’s team so far has
been working hard and we are
trying to get ready for our first
game this season with Scotch
Plains on March 31,” Coach
McCaffery said.
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Cranford Defers Vote On
Bond Ord. Until April 10
By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The township
committee on Tuesday night deferred a second and final motion
to approve reading of an ordinance to refund monies from a
2006 bond to an April meeting.
Commissioners voted to move
the second reading of the ordinance until the committee’s Tuesday, April 10 meeting.
According to Commissioner
Mary O’Connor, the ordinance is
structured to save the township
more than $500,000 in bond payments over a period of 20 years.
She stated, “Hopefully this ordinance will go forward.”
Resolutions that were heard and
passed included: approving a
leave of absence for an employee
of the police department, pursuant to the federal Family Medical
Leave Act, authorizing an award
contract to Harbor Consultants,
Inc. for planning services, authorizing an amendment to the contract awarded to Community
Grants, Planning and Housing
(CGP and H) for administrative
agent services, authorizing a contract to Best Cleaning Building
Services, Inc. for custodial services for the municipal building
and grounds, authorizing to award
a contract to Bagel Giant for 2018
Concession Rights for the Centennial Avenue and Orange Avenue Pools, and authorizing tax
refunds and complying with the
United States Equal Opportunity
Employment Commission’s “Enforcement Guidance on the Consideration of Arrest and Conviction Records in Employment Decisions Under Title VII of the Civil
Rights Act of 1964.”
In other business, it was announced that today, March 29,
would be the last tree debris
collection from the recent storms
by the Department of Public

Works (DPW). Deputy Mayor Ann
Dooley, as well as all the members of the township committee,
thanked members of the DPW
and thanked members of the
Cranford community for all the
e-mails and thank you notes received by members of the DPW
in appreciation of their hard work.
It also was announced that, April
1 through April 21, a Distracted
Driving Campaign would be
launched within the township to
further deter drivers in Cranford
from talking on their cell phones
or texting while driving.
A Get Fit Cranford Day was
announced for the township for
Sunday, April 22, which will be
held in the main parking lot of the
municipal building. Activities will
include a self-defense class, yoga,
dancing and a Simon Says class
instructed by Mayor Thomas H.
Hannen, Jr.
High-school athlete and distance
runner Keith Brown asked commissioners to look into the condition of the bike and walking/running paths throughout Cranford,
noting that there are many potholes and root overgrowth on these
paths, causing potential injuries
to those who utilize them like
himself and his fellow runners.
The next township committee
meeting is scheduled for April 10,
at 7:30 p.m., at the municipal
building at 8 Springfield Avenue.

Reading is Good For You
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By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — Mayor Charles
Lombardo on Tuesday night
stated he would meet with
Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr
sometime this week to discuss
the shared-service agreement
moving
forward.
Mayor
Lombardo said he values the relationship Garwood has with
Fanwood regarding shared services and expects the relationship to continue in the future.
Councilman Joseph Sarno proposed at the last borough council
meeting that the borough should
investigate what other “deals”
can be arranged with other municipalities regarding shared services. Mr. Sarno stated that “it
would not hurt” the borough’s
working relationship with
Fanwood “to see” if there is a
“better deal out there” for
Garwood.
Mr. Sarno said a closed-session
discussion could be used to weigh
the pros and cons of each service
agreement to find the best terms
for Garwood. The councilman
stated that he did not want to
end the shared-service relationship with Fanwood unless there
are “better” alternatives.
Councilwoman Ileen Cuccaro,
who chairs the Laws and License
Committee, said an amendment
is being proposed to charge a fee
for abandoned homes.
“It is a good way to keep an eye
on them, make the banks liable
for their upkeep. Fees will assure
this will happen,” said Ms.
Cuccaro.
Ms. Cuccaro stated that a $500
fee will be enacted to register the
home for the first year. The fee
on the second anniversary will be
$1,500. A second annual renewal
fee will be $3,000. The fee for
any renewal past the second year
will be $5,000, stated Ms.

Cuccaro.
“This will encourage the banks
or owners of abandoned or vacant properties to move in a
reasonable manner,” said Ms.
Cuccaro.
The planning board will review
any existing fence ordinances regarding corner properties.
“We hope for a unanimous approval. We hope to repeal this
onerous revision that was done
three years ago to the dismay of
many corner property owners,”
said Ms. Cuccaro.
Councilman
Richard
McCormack said as a corner property owner himself, he does not
feel it is “fair” to collect corner
property owner’s taxes “like everyone else.” Yet, corner properties are entitled to less privacy
than other borough residents.
Planning board member Bill

Nierstedt said that he could not
provide commentary until the
ordinance is reviewed by the planning board or “in front of him.”
Planning board commentary will
be provided before the next council meeting addressing the matter, Councilwoman Sara Todisco
said.
The New Jersey Department of
Transportation has awarded
Garwood $216,000 to “repair
various borough streets” in the
2018 calendar year, stated Mayor
Lombardo.
Mayor Lombardo said through
the Union County Open Space,
Recreation and Historic Preservation Trust Fund, Garwood has
been awarded a $25,470 Level
The Playing Field playground
grant.
The Mayor appointed planning
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

Community Access OK’d
To Expand On-Site Training
By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD — The board of adjustment Monday night unanimously approved Community Access Unlimited Inc. to designate
administrative office space to expand on-site training and educational services at 70 Myrtle Avenue. Community Access Unlimited is a non-profit providing
“comprehensive support services
for people with disabilities and
their families.” The application
was an amendment to a prior
site-plan approval on July 13,
2015.
Board member David Salomon
in closing comments stated that
Community Access Unlimited
does great work for the community. “There is not a family not

touched (by the organization),”
Mr. Salomon said.
Board member Kevin Illing said
it was a “great project” when the
application was initially approved
in 2015.
The applicant’s attorney,
Stephen Hehl, said the applicant
is seeking to utilize an additional
4,000 square feet of the building
with no alterations to the
structure’s exterior.
“The only change reflected is in
the parking requirements,” said
Thomas J. Quinn, the applicant’s
engineer.
Mr. Quinn said in the 2015 approved application 105 parking
stalls were proposed. In the current application 92 parking stalls
are proposed. Mr. Quinn said the
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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Comm. Access OK’d to Expand On-Site Training
projected parking demand will
be for roughly 80 vehicles.
Retired Cranford Police Officer
Patrick Fay said he sought employment with Community Access Unlimited upon retirement,
noting the positive impact the
non-profit has on building community and making families feel
comfortable.
“No negative impact to the community,” said Mr. Fay in describing possible downsides to an application approval by the board.
Resident Rita LaBrutto said she
has been asking the township
committee since 2013 “to certify
affordable-housing credits”
through negotiations with Community Access Unlimited Inc. Ms.
LaBrutto said Community Access
owns sites on Johnson Avenue
and Glenwood Road with three
residential properties totaling 13
bedrooms. She said because the
bedrooms assist disabled individuals or are “group homes for
developmentally-disabled residents” the affordable-housing
credits equate to two credits for
one bedroom. Ms. LaBrutto said
13 bedrooms would equate to a
realized 26 extra affordable units
or “credits” for Cranford.
To develop 26 affordable units
would translate to a 180 total
unit development in town, Ms.
LaBrutto said.
“That’s a whole development
or a very dense development
number,” Ms. LaBrutto said. Ms.
LaBrutto said she would rather
see organizations bettering the
community be bolstered or negotiated with instead of another
high-density housing negotiation.
Ms. LaBrutto said she is in favor
of the applicant, but her comments were not directed towards
the board to vote yes or no on
this specific application. Ms.
LaBrutto said she was advocating for specific township committee and board of adjustment
actions moving forward regarding affordable-housing impacts

on the community.
Applicant Florin Traistaru was
unanimously approved for a use
variance to convert a principal
permitted-use space (retail) at
115 Miln Street for a dentist office (conditional use) on the first
floor in a zone where such a use
is not permitted.
Mr. Traistaru said the basement is connected to the first
floor and will be used for storage.
The first floor does not exceed
1,000 feet with only nine square
feet set aside for storage in the
basement. The township ordinance states that the business
cannot exceed 1,000 square feet
on the first floor without a variance needed within the zone,
stated Zoning Officer Ronald
Johnson.
Mr. Johnson said when initially
discussing with the applicant he
was not sure how much of the
basement would be utilized and
in what function to the dental
practice. Mr. Johnson said with
932 square feet being utilized on
the first floor, including the basement into the business square

footage, calculations would put
the business square footage
above the 1,000-square-foot
threshold, thus requiring a variance.
Board member Robert Bovasso
said he would be “comfortable”
with an approval based on a conditional agreement that the basement would be used for storage
only and not for additional practice space.
Mr. Traistaru said he would
agree to such terms.

Simmons College
Tells Dean’s List
BOSTON, Mass. – Charlotte
Esteves, a Cranford resident, was
named to the 2017 fall semester
dean’s list at Simmons College in
Boston. Their major is arts administration and music.
To qualify for dean’s list status,
undergraduate students must obtain a grade point average of 3.5
or higher, based on 12 or more
credit hours of work in classes
using the letter grade system.

GW, Fanwood on Shared Services
board member Kathy Villaggio to
the recreation commission and
celebrations committee.
“I am excited to help our community and give back. Both the
recreation commission and the
celebrations committee have a
lot going on and to achieve. I am
glad I can help them,” said Ms.
Villaggio.
Mayor Lombardo additionally
appointed Debbie McCarthy to
the celebrations committee.
Ms. Todisco said a volunteer
rewards card has been established, with 12 businesses participating, “Which is really terrific for a new program like this,”
she added. The cards will be
distributed to volunteers next

month.
Mr. Nierstedt said during public
commentary that he wanted to
introduce a resolution expressing the borough’s support towards gun control measures.
Former
mayor
Patricia
Quattrocchi originally introduced
the resolution in 2013.
The resolution outlines control
measures such as required firearm safety training, the re-imposition of a federal ban on military assault-style weapons, a ban
of high-capacity bullet magazines
or a reduction to 10-round maximum, and the establishment of a
regulatory and reporting program
for ammunition sales, stated Mr.
Nierstedt.
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Personalized Learning
Showcased at BOE Meeting
By ROBYN ORR-GIOFFRE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — Personalized
Learning through CompetencyBased Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts and Mathematics
(STEAM) was showcased Monday night at the regular monthly
meeting of the board of education.
Competency-Based learning
seeks to advance students from
skill to skill based on how competent they are, as opposed to
advancing them based on age.
Jill Hayeck’s third-grade students from Orange Avenue
School gave the board a
PowerPoint presentation highlighting the benefits of this program.
The students compared a traditional classroom to one using
Competency-Based learning and
told the board students in this
environment become independent and work with any style
they choose. They further commented that students learn and
study at their own pace, take
tests when they are ready, have
increased ability to meet with
teachers and peer experts and
are able to move forward or stay
behind in a skill even if classmates move on.
The program allows for Innovation Hour, a time for students
to explore topics of interest during the day and a time for students to meet and discuss ways
to be more successful in the
classroom.
Additionally, there is Teacher
Time, where students can sign
up to meet with their teacher,
which can be done with a small
group of learners instead of just
one-on-one. Students also can
consult with the Expert Board,
made up of students who have
mastered a skill.
“I like this way of learning be-

cause we are not pushed to learn
what we are not comfortable
with,” third grader Riley McGee
told the board.
Orange Avenue School Principal Marc Edery commented to
board members that for teachers implementing the new program, “The hardest part is letting go” and letting students
take control of their learning.
Superintendent Scott Rubin,
Ed.D., gave the students accolades for their presentation,
commenting, “I have to tell you,
I think our future is in very good
hands.”
Security issues also were discussed at the meeting. The security audit will take place soon
and there is a visit planned for
each of the schools in the district.
Community meetings have
been scheduled at each of the
schools to address security concerns and social and wellness
issues with students, with a presentation and a question-andanswer segment.
Mr. Rubin told the board that,
starting next year, he would
schedule an annual meeting to
provide an update about safety
and wellness concerns. He told
the board he views security as
“a shared responsibility” and expressed gratitude to the PTA
presidents for allowing a dialogue with each of the schools,
further commenting that, “it’s
very healthy to have this mutual
dialogue and get to see things
through multiple lenses.”
The board of education will
hold a public hearing on the
budget in the board room at
Lincoln School at 7 p.m. on Monday, April 30.

Probitas Verus Honos
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Cranford Police to Crack
Cranford Comm. Supports Expansion
Down on Distracted Drivers
Of Children’s Library Department
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By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD — The township
committee voiced support Monday at a workshop meeting of
expanding the children’s library
by agreeing to include close to
$1 million in its budget. The expansion of the children’s department is a project the library board
has hoped to see achieved for
more than a decade. The other
half of the cost would be kicked in
by the state, should the township receive the grant funds from
the new state library construction bond act passed by voters in
last November’s election.
The plans for the expansion
would double the children’s library on the first floor and would
do away with the tall shelving to
make room for lower shelving
that would be safer, Library Director Michael Maziekien said.
He said the expansion would provide early literacy programs for a
growing number of children in
the Cranford population, and help
fill a gap made by the lack of a
mandated full-day kindergarten
program in the township. The
project would also straighten the
handicapped ramp at the library
entrance to make it more accessible.
The township committee also
heard from other departments
for their capital items wish list for
2018. The committee agreed to
include $100,000 for desilting
Rahway River, which is half the
amount requested by the engineer; $135,000 for a new bucket
truck for the Department of Public Works (DPW); $25,000 for
turnout gear for the fire department; $600,000 to replace some
radios in the police department,
a move the state is requiring to
make the system digital, and
$50,000 to replace a basketball

court in Adams Park. The request
to replace the over 20-year-old
playground at Adams Park was
denied by commissioners Ann
Dooley and Patrick Giblin; the
committee also denied a budget
request to replace four other
trucks in an aging DPW fleet of
vehicles.
The committee met in private
session to hear the Payment in
Lieu of Taxes (PILOT) plan by
the proposed developer of 215235 Birchwood Avenue, where
225 apartments in a multi-story,
multi-building housing development are to be built. The township over a year ago purchased
the property for $18 million in
an attempt to resell the property to a developer who would
reduce the number of apartments on the site. Originally, a
builder, Hekemian, won a lawsuit allowing the construction of
360 units there to help satisfy
the township’s affordable-housing obligation. To date, the township has not signed a contract
with the new developer,
Birchwood Developers Associates aka Birchwood Developers
Urban Renewal Associates, LLC,
and will not disclose the bids
received for sale of the property.
The developer is expected to
present its site plan to the planning board on Wednesday, April
4 at 8 p.m. The architectural
plans, as provided on the township website, depict three, fourstory buildings that have parking on the ground level, and
three stories of apartments
above. The affordable-housing
component makes up 15 percent of the units or 34 apart-
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ments.
The township has until the end
of this year to comply with its
affordable housing obligation of
55 units that was spelled out in
the builder’s remedy lawsuit won
by Hekemian, along with a prior
round need of 138 units, plus
another five units, as stated in a
judgment of repose in 2013.
Cranford has yet to settle its
third-round fair share housing
obligation.

CRANFORD — Law enforcement officers from the Cranford
Police Department will be cracking down on distracted drivers
during April as part of New
Jersey’s UDrive. UText. UPay.
enforcement campaign.
Beginning April 1 and running
through April 21, the high visibility law enforcement initiative will target motorists who
engage in dangerous distracted
driving behaviors such as talking on hand-held cell phones

Wednesday Morning Club
Lists April Program Guests
CRANFORD — The Wednesday
Morning Club will hold its business meeting on Wednesday,
April 4, at 10 a.m. Club President
Sue Driscoll will introduce Colleen Hintz. Ms. Hintz will present
a program entitled “The Secret
Quilt Code of the Underground
Railroad.” Attendees will learn
about the sewing of quilt blocks
to create visual messages that
were interpreted by slaves looking to gain their freedom in
Canada via the Underground
Railroad. The meeting will take
place at the Cranford Community Center, located at 220 Walnut Avenue. All are welcome.
On Tuesday, April 10, the club’s
Public Affairs Department will
meet at the home of Sue Driscoll
to plan for next year. The meeting will begin at 12:30 p.m. Interested persons are asked to
bring a sandwich and to call Ms.
Driscoll if they plan to attend.
The American Arts and Crafts
Department will meet on Tuesday, April 17, at 10 a.m., in the
Cranford Community Center to
plan their projects for next year. If
planning to attend, call Joan Davis.

The club will gather on Wednesday, April 18, for a luncheon at
Giovanna’s Restaurant featuring
writer, singer-songwriter and
actor Val Emmich. Giovanna’s
Restaurant is located at 1462
South Avenue, Plainfield. The
luncheon begins at 12:30 p.m.
and the cost is $21. To make a
reservation, call Jane Reilly.
Mr. Emmich is known for his
work as an actor on HBO’s “Vinyl,” NBC’s “30 Rock,” Showtime’s
“The Big C” and ABC’s “Ugly Betty.”
He also has written a very wellreceived first novel entitled “The
Reminders.” The Huffington Post
said of his novel, “Emmich performs a bit of magic in his warm
and winning debut novel.”
On Monday, April 23, the Literature Department will meet at the
home of Dot Conheeney at 12:30
p.m. to select the books the group
will read next year. Participants
are asked to bring a sandwich and
call Dot if they plan to attend.
For more information about The
Wednesday Morning Club, call
Vice-President Carol Moran at
(908) 233-5635 or e-mail her at
caromm@comcast.net.

and sending text messages
while driving.
“Distracted driving is possibly
the most serious safety issue
on our roadways today,” said
Gary Poedubicky, acting director of the New Jersey Division of
Highway Traffic Safety. “The National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration reports that in
2015 alone, 3,477 people were
killed in distracted driving
crashes and an estimated
391,000 people were injured in
motor vehicle crashes involving
a distracted driver.”
In New Jersey, driver inattention was listed as a contributing
circumstance in 52 percent of
the state’s crashes in 2015.
Driver inattention was in fact
listed as a contributing factor in
crashes at a rate nine times
higher than that of the next
highest contributing factor —
speed.
The campaign is being carried
out during the month of April,
which the National Safety Council has designated as Distracted
Driving Awareness Month. The
New Jersey campaign is modeled after similar successful high
visibility enforcement programs
such as Click It or Ticket and
Drive Sober or Get Pulled Over.
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CRANFORD — The Crane’s Ford
chapter of the Daughters of the
American Revolution (DAR) recently donated a book entitled
“Blacks in the Army Air Forces
During World War II: The Problem of Race Relations” to the
Cranford Public Library.
The book had been presented
to Cranford’s DAR chapter by five
Tuskegee Airmen who were
guests of the chapter at a past
meeting.
The book, from the Office of Air
Force History, United States Air
Force, is based upon a Ph.D.
dissertation written by Major Alan
M. Osur (retired), a former associate professor of history at the

Air Force Academy.
John W. Huston, Major General
USAF, Chief of Air Force History,
1977, wrote in the book’s forward, “Major Osur’s account relates how the leadership in the
War Department and the U.S.
Army Air Forces (USAAF) tried to
deal with the problem of race and
the prejudices which were reflected in the bulk of American
society.”
The author describes many of
the discriminatory actions taken
against black airmen, whose
goal was equality of treatment
and opportunities as American
citizens. He describes the role
of black pilots as they fought in

the Mediterranean Theater
against the Axis powers. The
author also examines racial frictions within the Army Air Forces
that led to protests in 1945.
Despite these problems, the
author concludes that the Army
Air Forces made substantial
progress in race relations and
in opening up career opportunities for black airmen in the post1945 period.
The book is part of the Special
Studies unit of the U.S. Army
Air History Series. Cranford Public Library Director Michael
Maziekien accepted the book
donation from Judith Lannin
Panagakos and Barbara Krause,
representing the Crane’s Ford
DAR.
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CRANFORD — The First Presbyterian Church of Cranford, located at 11 Springfield Avenue,
welcomes the community to observe Holy Week leading up to
the celebration of Easter. Holy
Week began with Palm Sunday
worship last Sunday. First
Presbyterian’s Easter worship calendar will include traditional and
unique worship experiences.
Maundy Thursday will be observed today, March 29, at 6:30
p.m., in the Thomson Youth Center. Attendees are asked to enter
through the church office door
on Springfield Avenue. This worship service will commemorate
Jesus’ last supper with His disciples through dramatic readings
that incorporate reflections on
the traditional Passover Seder.
An Easter “Son Rise” service
will be held on Sunday, April 1, at
8 a.m., in the Narthex. Weather

RIT Students Named to
Dean's List for Fall Semester

RACE AND THE MILITARY...Michael Maziekien, director of the Cranford
Public Library, accepts the book “Blacks in the Army Air Force During World
War II,” donated by the Cranford DAR. Presenting the book to Mr. Maziekien
are Judith Lannin Panagakos, left, chapter librarian and Cranford Library
Board member, and Barbara Krause, chapter historian and former regent.

ROCHESTER, N.Y. – The following students at the Rochester
Institute of Technology made the
Dean's List for the fall semester:
Delaney Sciascia of Cranford,
who is in the packaging science
program.
Sam Finston of Cranford, who
is in the game design and development program.
Elise Lloyd of Westfield, who is
in the illustration program.
Drew Russo of Westfield, who
is in the mechanical engineering
technology program.
Georgiy Rozenshteyn of

Cranford, who is in the computer
science program.
Hayley Howell of Scotch Plains,
who is in the diagnostic medical
sonography program.
Alan Richman of Fanwood, who
is in the computing security program.
Degree-seeking undergraduate
students are eligible for Dean's
List if their term GPA is greater
than or equal to 3.400; they do
not have any grades of "Incomplete", "D" or "F"; and they have
registered for, and completed, at
least 12 credit hours.

permitting, worship will take
place outside. Participants are
invited to celebrate Christ’s resurrection during an “unplugged”
acoustic version of Easter worship.
A traditional Easter service will
be offered at 10 a.m. on April 1 in
the main sanctuary. Full choirs,
music and flowers symbolizing
rebirth will enrich the celebration of Christ’s resurrection. Attendees will sing Handel’s “Hallelujah” Chorus and organist Robert Grube will play Widor’s
“Toccata.”
The community also is invited
to An Easter Cantata — “Hallelujah! Christ Arose!” on Sunday,
April 15, at 10 a.m., in the main
sanctuary. The Chancel Choir,
under the direction of Alison
Nead and accompanied by Robert Grube on piano and Kathleen
Daly on violin, will continue the
Easter celebration singing “Hallelujah! Christ Arose!”, created
and arranged by Luke Woodard.
For more information, visit the
church
website,
firstprescranford.org. Individuals also are invited to like the
church on Facebook at
facebook.com/firstprescranford/
and to follow the church on Twitter at http://twitter.com/fpcc.
As the body of Christ inspired
by the Holy Spirit, First Presbyterian Church congregants seek
to be faithful disciples living their
lives as a testimony of Christ’s
love for all. The church welcomes diversity and respects and
cares for all of God’s creation.
Members seek to spread the
word and invite others to live
Jesus’ command to love one
another as the Lord first loved
them.

Ballyhoo
Trinity Church Collecting Funds To
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CRANFORD — The Trinity Episcopal Church, located at 119 Forest Avenue, Cranford, is collecting money for the Episcopal Relief & Development “Clean Water” program through Sunday,
April 1.
“Every 15 seconds a child dies
from a water-related disease
somewhere in the world,” said
Marion Nechuta, Trinity’s Outreach Committee chairwoman.
“The ERD Clean Water program
constructs wells, water systems,
and stations that both reduce
the spread of disease while promoting overall community health,
well-being and economic viability.”
Donations, made payable to
“Episcopal Relief and Development,” can be mailed to Trinity
Church or dropped off at the
church on Sunday morning. For
more information, call (908) 2764047.

Episcopal Relief & Development, started in 1940, is the
compassionate response of the
Episcopal Church to human suffering in the world. Hearing God’s
call to seek and serve Christ in all
persons and to respect the dignity of every human being, Episcopal Relief & Development
serves to bring together the generosity of Episcopalians and others with the needs of the world.
For more information about Episcopal Relief & Development, visit
episcopalrelief.org/.
Trinity Episcopal Church,
founded in 1872, is a faith-based
family church that welcomes all
people and strives to “know Christ
and to make the Lord known
through faith, fellowship, and
service.” Sunday services, celebrated by the Reverend Andy
Kruger, Trinity’s Priest-inCharge, are at 8 a.m. and 10
a.m. For more information about

Trinity, call (908) 276-4047 or
visit trinitycranford.org/.
Trinity also provides Trinity
Episcopal Day School (TEDS), a
state-licensed facility serving
children from age 2½ through
Kindergarten. Further information about TEDS is available by
calling (908) 276-2881 or at
tedscranford.org.
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Piatkowski Inducted Into
Hon. Soc. of Phi Kappa Phi
BATON ROUGE, Lous. – Kayla
Piatkowski of Cranford, was recently initiated into The Honor
Society of Phi Kappa Phi, the
nation's oldest and most selective all-discipline collegiate honor
society. Ms. Piatkowski is pursuing a degree in Biology at James
Madison University.
Piatkowski is among approximately 30,000 students, faculty,

Colgate Announces Dean's
Award with Distinction
HAMILTON, N.Y. – Students who
receive a term grade point average of 3.6 or higher while completing at least three courses
during the fall 2017 semester
earn the Dean's Award with Distinction at Colgate University.
Courtney Casale, a member of
the Colgate University Class of
2020, is a graduate of Westfield
High School, from Westfield. Ms.
Casale's current major is neuroscience.

Lucy Allen, a member of the
Colgate University Class of 2018,
is a graduate of Cranford High
School, from Cranford. Ms. Allen's
current major is mathematical
economics.
Jacob Wasserman, a member
of the Colgate University Class of
2018, is a graduate of Westfield
High School, from Westfield. Mr.
Wasserman's current major is
geography.

Mother Seton High School
Hosts Easter Bunny Event
CLARK – Alumnae and their
families did not have to look
further than the Mother Seton
Regional High School gym to find
the Easter Bunny and her bunny
trail. More than 150 adults and
children participated in the Egg
Hunt sponsored by the Alumnae
Association.
Children were divided into four
age groups to find the candyHarvey Wang, Episcopal Relief & Development
filled colored eggs hidden in the
LIFE-SUSTAINING WATER...The Trinity Episcopal Church of Cranford is hay donated by Schieferstein’s
raising funds through Easter Sunday to benefit the Episcopal Relief & Develop- Farm. One lucky child, from each
ment “Clean Water” program. The program supports projects that provide group, unearthed the Golden Egg
clean water to people like these children pictured at a well in Ghana.
to win a solid chocolate bunny.

The Easter Bunny herself was
portrayed by Student Council
President Katherine Blum, a senior, who posed at the photo
booth for pictures with children
and their families. The elegant
costume Katherine wore was created by alumna Lydia Ruiz Hull
(’67).
Bagels, doughnuts and beverages were served and the children were delighted to fill bags
from the colorful candy bar to
take some goodies home after
they tried their skill at pin-thetail-on-the-bunny game.

professional staff and alumni to
be initiated into Phi Kappa Phi
each year. Membership is by
invitation only and requires
nomination and approval by a
chapter. Only the top 10 percent of seniors and 7.5 percent
of juniors are eligible for membership. Graduate students in
the top 10 percent of the number of candidates for graduate
degrees may also qualify, as do
faculty, professional staff and
alumni who have achieved
scholarly distinction.

GARWOOD
Sunday, March 18, Alberto Vital, 57, of Elizabeth was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop for
improper use of multiple beam
headlights on the 10 block of
South Avenue. Police could smell
an odor of burnt marijuana coming from the vehicle. Police asked
for and were given consent to
search the vehicle. Subsequent
to the search police recovered
paraphernalia containing marijuana from the center console of
the vehicle. During the investigation it was determined that
Vital was operating the vehicle
with a suspended license and
had an active arrest warrant out
of Linden for $250. Vital was
transported to police headquarters where he was processed for
the arrest and issued several
summonses including possession
of a controlled dangerous substance (CDS) under 50 grams,
possession of CDS paraphernalia, operating a motor vehicle
with a suspended license and
improper use of multiple beam
headlights. Linden police were
contacted and approved his release pending court in Linden.
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Local Letters to the Editor
Garwood DEM Chairman Announces
Party Line for Election
I am excited to announce that
Incumbent Mayor Charles
Lombardo, and his running mates
Jennyfer Guerrero and Vincent
Kearney, have been chosen as
the candidates of the official
Democratic Party of Garwood in
the Primary Election.
Mayor Charles Lombardo, former
councilman for 21 years and Mayor
for the last three and a half years,
is running for re-election with
Jennyfer Guerrero, a PSE&G executive with children in our school
system. Vincent Kearney, who will
have children in school this fall,
fills out the ticket with his strong
police experience working for the
Union County Sheriff’s Office. Jenn
and Vincent have never run for
public office before. They both are
homeowners, both ironically have
twins and both have chosen our
Small Town with the Big Heart to
raise their families.
The motto of the LombardoGuerrero-Kearney team is
“Garwood Forward” and we would
have it no other way. Garwood is
moving toward much change and
we embrace that change for the
betterment of our residents. Yes,
we look to the past to build on the
future, but we do not dwell on it.
If Garwood is to remain a viable
and vibrant community, we must
change and continue to move
forward, otherwise we stagnate.
However, it should not be “out
with the old and in with the new.”
We, as a community, will continue to thrive with a broad range
of ideas from all of our residents.
Our team has the energy, vision,
and determination to continue
what was begun 10 years ago,
under the former two Mayors,
and was continued under the leadership of Mayor Lombardo with
regard to redevelopment, bringing it to completion. Under Mayor

Lombardo’s leadership, he has
re-energized the Historical Committee so we do not forget our
past as we look to our future. But
we do not stop there – our team
is committed to meet every challenge before us, no matter how
small, with vigor and fairness to
all constituents in our community. This team is diverse and
knowledgeable and our group is
one. There is no “I” in our team.
Mayor Lombardo has forged
many relationships within our
community and with other nearby
towns, and met with government
leaders of the state and county,
with Garwood in mind, not to
grab headlines, or for personal
gain, but only for the furtherance
of Garwood and its residents.
Mayor Lombardo brings experience, integrity, fortitude and civility to whatever he does for the
Borough. His running mates bring
their own strong values and principles and will be an asset to
Garwood’s current and future viability while we move forward as
a community. It is our belief, as
Garwood Democrats, that integrity and loyalty are the most valuable and respected qualities of
leadership. That is the foundation for the bonds of trust.
To learn more about Mayor
Charles and Council Candidates
Jenn and Vince, please visit
Facebook
under
@GarwoodForward and their
website GarwoodForward.com.
Our candidates look forward to
engaging with their fellow residents during this campaign, as
they demonstrate that their team
is the best choice to move
Garwood Forward.
Hugh Sinclair,
Chairman
Garwood Democratic Committee
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Why Did Rep. Lance Signed Off To
Repeal Net Neutrality?
Congressman Lance continues
to assert his position as a moderate, a position he established
while serving in the New Jersey
State Assembly. However, a review of his Congressional voting
record no longer supports a moderate stance. It appears that his
conscience has moved sharply to
the right and does not reflect the
desires of his constituency.
According to the FCC’s Enforcement Bureau, The Northeast (Hurricane Corridor) has long been
home to illegal pirate radio operations. Illegal use of the airwaves results in harmful interference to nearby licensed stations,
and the delivery of emergency
announcements to the public.
On March 22, 2018 Congressman. Lance introduced bi-partisan legislation that would
strengthen the FCC’s enforcement process in preventing illegal radio abuse. Implementation
of the regulatory amendment,
coupled with maximum fines,
would limit the disruption of
emergency announcement content and protect the end user,
the consumer.
If one considers the need to
deliver unfettered information to
constituents, regardless of category or importance, you might
ask why Congressman Lance
signed off on the unpopular position to repeal Net Neutrality. The
Internet has become an essential part of our lives and the Net
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Neutrality guarantee ensures that
Internet Service Providers cannot discriminate against the end
user regarding content delivery
offered by government, universities, charities, and non-profit
organizations.
Congressman Lance’s support
of the FCC’s proposed repeal of
Net Neutrality directly harms the
consumer by allowing Internet
Service Providers to censure content by charging additional fees
and subjectively slowing the
speed of delivery.
In a December 12, 2017, telephone call to his D.C. office, I was
advised that Congressman. Lance
had taken no position on Net Neutrality. On December 13, 2017,
the House Committee on Energy
and Commerce and its Subcommittee on Communications and
Technology, of which Lance is ViceChair, released the letter signed
by lawmakers supporting the repeal of Net Neutrality. Congressman Lance was one of 107 signatures. The letter was also clearly
posted to the FCC website. It
should be noted that 132 House
Republicans did not sign the letter
supporting the repeal.
Perhaps those members who
did not sign the letter, were
swayed by a recent study that
showed an overwhelming majority of Republican voters were
not in favor of the FCC’s repeal
proposal.
Christine Mosquera
Cranford

Kennedy Enrolls at
Delaware Valley Univ.

DOYLESTOWN, Penn. – Delaware Valley University is pleased
to announce that Garrett Kennedy,
of Cranford, has enrolled as a new
student for fall 2018.
The university will welcome a
diverse and talented group of
new students to campus this fall.

Probitas Verus Honos
Youth to Present
‘Living Stations’

SPRINGFIELD — The Youth
Group of St. James the Apostle
Roman Catholic Church, located
at 45 South Springfield Avenue,
Springfield, will pray the Living
Stations of the Cross at 7 p.m.
tomorrow, Good Friday, March
30, in the church.
Dressed as those Jesus encountered and interacted with on the
way to his crucifixion, youth group
members will accurately portray
what occurred at each Station.
There will be musical accompaniment as well.
The St. James Youth Group is
under the direction of Ann Marie
Gesualdo, youth minister. All are
welcome to this presentation. For
more information, call St. James
Church at (973) 376-3044.

Floraphile Club Plans
Benefit Garage Sale

CRANFORD — The Floraphile
Garden Club will host a garage
sale fundraiser on Saturday, April
28, from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m., at 469
Brookside Court, Cranford.
The sale will feature an array of
household goods, plants, clothes,
toys, books and other merchandise. Proceeds from this fundraiser
will support the Floraphile Garden Club and its involvement in
numerous community service
projects, beautification programs,
charitable donations and horticultural therapy.
Founded in 1950, Floraphile has
been an active and integral part
of the Cranford community for
more than 65 years. Members
participate in various workshops,
presentations, charitable projects
and garden tours.
To learn more about the
Floraphile Garden Club, like the
club
on
Facebook
at
f a c e b o o k . c o m /
floraphilegardenclub.

